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ADVERTISEMENT. 


With  the  fame  freedom  that  Mr.  Caft&a  hat 
adopted,  according  to  his  own  candid  avowal^  grqat 
parts  ©f  this  work  into  his,  the  Author  has  care- 
fully availed  himfelf,  in  this  fourth  impreffion  of 
the  Life  of  Catharine  11.  of  all  the  freffi  materials 
which  that  Gentleman  has  inferted  in  his  new 
edition. 


it  is  chiefly  owing  to  the  Aupendous  event  of 
the  french  revolution,  that  the  private  papers  of 
the  feveral  ambaiTadors  from  that  country  at  the 
court  of  St.  Peteriburg^  and  who  played  fuch  di> 
ftinguifhed  parts  in  all  its  tranfa£tions,  have  been 
brought  to  lights 

The  fecret  cortefpondence  of  the  marquis  de 
la  Chetardie,  M.  Champeaux,  M.  de  l'H6pital, 
le  comte  de  Breteuil,  de  Beauffet,  le  marquis  de 
Juigne,  minifters  from  the  court  of  France ;  and  of 
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the  charges  des  aflfaires  Bcrenger,  Sabathier,  Rof- 
iignol,  and  Durand,  form  the  bafis  of  this  work. 
Le  comte.  de  Segur  too,  another  minifter  from 
the  court  of  Vcrfailles  to  Ruffia,  whofe  diftinguiflicd 
talents  and  amiable  qualities  procured  him  a  fami- 
liar acquaintance  with  Catharine  II.  and  prince 
Potemkin,  was  not  fparing  of  fuch  communications 

* 

as  depended  on  him. 

Count  Rantzau-Afchberg,  ambaiTador  from  Den- 
mark at  the  court  of  St.  Peterfburg,  and  intimately 
conncfted  with  prince  Gregory  Orlof,  furnifhcd 
minutes  of  fuch  tranfadions  as  fell  under  his  ob- 
fervation  there. 

From  a  manufcript  diSated  by  count  Soltikof 
himfelf,  is  taken  the  account  of  the  conn^ftions 
that  chamberlain  had  with  Catharine  during  the 
carfy  period  of  her  marned  (late. 

Colonel  PHarpe,  who  was  ten  years  fucceffively 
tutor  to  the  two  grand  dukes  Alexander  and  Con- 
ftantine  PavIovitch>  and  is  at  prefent  at  the  head 
of  the  fwifs  revolution^  contributed  to  the  under- 
taking with  the  fame  civility  as  M*  de  S^gur. 

GfinersU 
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General  Kofciufzko,  on  being  ihewn  the  n^rra* 
live  of  all  the.  events  that  relate  to  bim^  and  in 
which  he  a£ted  fo  manly  and  virtuous  a  part,  de- 
clared that  it  was  drawn  up  with  the  utmoft 
accuracy. 

Judicious  obfervations  have  been  furniihed  by 
feveral  ofEcers,  englifii  and  others,  both'  in  the 
army  and  navy,  as  well  as  thole  mentioned  by 

« 

Mr.  Caftera,  Hermann,  Thurot ;  by  a  perfon  who 
had  connexions  with  the  Orlofs  and  count  Panin, 
and  by  other  intelligent  correfpondents. 

Thcfc  communications  are  here  extended,  elu- 
cidated, and  amplified  from  private  notes  and  other 
fources,  particularly  from  a  large  flock  of  oral 
information  acquired  from  feveral  perfons  of  the 
court  and  the  diplomatic  body  of  all  nations 
during  an  acquaintance  for  a  feries  of  years,  and 
from  long  habits  of  intimacy  with  one  of  the  prime 
adlors  in  the  revolution  that  ended  by  feating 
Catharine  on  the  throne  of  her  hufband. 

In  (hort,  no  man  of  fenfe  and  information  who 
has  lived  in  Ruflia,  has  ever  difputed  one  Angle 
hSt  related  in  the  former  editions  of  this  work, 

or 
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x>f  the  circumftances  that  are  mipgled  with  the 
biography,  either  for  difplaying  the  character  of 
Catharine,  or  the  manners  of  the  Ruffians* 

From  a  long  and  agreeable  fojourn  among  that 

people,  the  Author  naturally  acquired  fuch  a  fa- 

nuHarity  with  t!ffe  proper  names  of  perfons  and 

places,  as  to  enable  him  to  give  them  in  englifh 

letters  as  accurately  as  the  founds  of  our  alphabet 

will  allow. 
« 
For  the  eafe  and  convenience  of  the  Reader^ 

a  copious  index  is  added* 
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PRELIMINARIES. 


SECTION    I. 

Extent,  Divifiony  Populathhj  and  Revenue  of  the 

Ruffian  Empire. 

Before  we  enter  on  the  principal  fubjefl:  of  the 
prefent  undertaking,  it  will  be  proper  to  furni(h 
the  reader  with  foriie  general  knowledge  of  the 
vaft  empire  to  which  it  fo  intimately  relates. 

Ruflia,  in  the  year  1785,  was  reckoned  to  con- 
tain within  its  limits  1 10  degrees  of  longitude,  and 
in  Its  breadth  32  degrees  of  latitude  j  its  fuperficies 
was  about  305,000  german  fquare  miles*,  whereof 
63,000  are  in  Europe,  and  242,000  in  Afia  f . 

Bat  this  empire  has  been  greatly  extended  fince, 
by  the  conqueft  of  a  vaft  territory  in  the  Krimea, 

*  A  german  mile  is  nearly  fix  cnglilh  miles. 

f  From  Riga  to  the  banks  of  the  Oby  in  Kamtlhatka  arc 
reckoned  11,000  verfts,  or  2200  leagues  of  35  to  a  degree. 
Three  TcrfU.make  two  englifh  miles. 
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by  the  difmemberment  of  Poland,  and  by  the  ad« 
dition  of  Courland. 

Ruflia  aAually  occupies  more  than  a  feventh  part 
of  the  known  continent,  and  almoft  the  twenty- 
fixth  part  of  the  whole  globe.  The  greateft  extent 
of  Ruflia  from  weft  to  eaft,  viz.  from  the  39  J  to 
207!  degree  of  longitude,  contains  168  degrees; 
and,  if  the  iflands  of  the  eaftern  ocean  be  included. 
It  will  then  contain  185  degrees :  fo  that  the  con- 
tinental length  of  Ruflia,  viz.  from  Riga  to  Tchu- 
kotflcoy  Nofs,  the  eafternmoft  promontory,  will  con- 
ftitute  about  8500  verfts.  The  greateft  extent  of  this 
empire  from^north  to  fouth,  that  is,  from  the  78th 
to  50  {  degree  of  latitude,  contains  ayi  degrees. 
Hence  the  breadth  of  Ruflia,  reckoning  it  from  the 
cape  Taymour,  which  is  the  north-eaftern  promon- 
tory to  Kiakta,  will  make  about  3200  verfts. 

To  reconcile  Ebeling,  Krome,  Bufching,  and  the 
other  writers  on  the  population  of  Ruflia,  this 
population  was  eftimated  in  1785  at  twenty-four 
millions  of  inhabitants,  whereof  twenty  millions  are 
in  Europe,  and  only  four  millions  in  Afia. 

Hence  it  appears,  that  the  mean  term  of  the 
population  of  Ruflia,  by  the  german  fquare  mile, 
is  a  little  more  than  feventy-eight  inhabitants,  but 
that  there  are  three  hundred  and  eighteen  to  the 
fquare  mile  in  european  Ruflia,  and  only  fixteen 
per  fquare  mile  in  afiatic  Ruflia.  Now  this  popu- 
lation feems  very  trifling  in  comparifon  with  that 
of  England  and  France ;  where  it  is  calculated  chat 
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there  are  two  thoufand  five  hundred  inhabitants 
per  fquare  league,  that  is,  nearly  five-eighths  of  a 
german  mile. 

Towards  the  year  tj?^^  Ruffia  was  divided 
into  forty- fix  governments,  containing  in  all  about 
five  hundred  and  forty  towns,  one  hundred  and 
ninety- three  whereof  were  built  in  the  reign  of 
Catharine  IL  At  that  period,  the  emprefs  caufed 
^  new  divifion  of  the  empire  to  be  made  inta  vice- 
royalties,  which  have  fince  her  death  been  changed 
into  governments  by  the  emperor  Paul,  who 
has  likewife  added  to  their  number  the  polifli  pro- 
vinces. 

According  to  the  lafl:  revifion,  the  population 
of  Ruffia  amounts  to  twenty -fix  millions.  But  it 
is  to  be  noticed  that  the  nobility,  clergy,  land  as 
well  as  fea  forces,  different  officers,  fervants  belong- 
ing to  the  court,  perfons  employed  under  the  go- 
vernment in  civil  and  other  offices ;  the  ftudents 
of  univerfities,  academies,  feminaries,  and  other 
fchools  ;  hofpitals  of  various  denominations  ;  like- 
wife  all  the  irregular  troops,  the  roving  hordes  of 
different  tribes,  foreigners  and  colonifls,  or  fet  tiers 
of  various  nations,  are  not  included  in  the  above- 
mentioned  number  :  but  with  the  addition  of  all 
thefe,  the  population  of  Ruffia,  of  both  fexes,  may 
be  fuppofed  to  come  near  to  thirty  millions. 

The  revenue  of  Ruffia  is  eftimated  at  upward? 
of  forty  miUions  of  rubles.  The  expences  in  time 
of  peace  never  e:;ceed  thirty-eight  millions ;  the 
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remainder  is  employed  in  conftrufting  public 
edifices,  making  harbours,  canals,  roads,  and  other 
national  works. 

.  M^  Hermann,  in  his  book  on  this  fubjed,  in 
J 790,  juftly  fays,  that  the  ruffian  empire,  in  its 
prefent  extent,  contains  a  furface,  the  like  of  which 
..is  not  to  be  found  in  hiftory.  Neither  the  mo- 
narchy of  Alexander  the  great,  nor  the  old  romaH 
empire,  nor  the  modern  China,  are  equal  to  it  in 
faagnitude.  It  comprifes  about  the  feventh  part 
of  the  firm  land  of  our  earth,  is  as  large  as  the  half 
gf  all  Afia,  and  more  than  twice  as  big  as  Europe. 
Its  fuperficies  contains  about  three  hundred  and 
twenty  thoufand  geographical  fquare  miles,  or 
above  fifteen  millions  fquare  verfts,  whereof  feventy- 
eight  thoufand  fquar^ miles  belong  to  the  european, 
and  two  hundred  ahd  forty- two  thoufand  fquare 
miles  to  the  afiatic  part.  The  two  parts  confift  of 
forty-fix  vice-royalties,  the  dimenfions  whereof  difFer 
from  four  hundred  to  one  hundred  and  forty 
thoufand  fquare  miles.  Their  magnitude  is  deter- 
minable  by  an  inverted  ratio  of  their  population : 
jind  in  this  regard  they  may  be  divided  into  three 
clafles.  The  firft  includes  the  mod  populous  ;  and 
confequently,  according  to  the  circuit  of  country, 
the  fmalleft  governments  ;  which  are  St.  Peterfburg, 
Vyborg,  Reval,  Riga,  Polotfk,  Mohilcf,  Smolenlk, 
Pfcove,  Tver,  Yaroflaf,  Kaftroma,  Vladimir,  Mofco, 
Kaluga,  Tula,  Roezan,  Tambof,  Orel,  Kur(k,  Voro- 
netfti,  Karkof,  Novgorod-Severik,  Kief,  Tfcherni- 
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gof,  Penfa,  Niffiney-Novgorod,  Kazan,  Simbirflc, 
In  the  fecond  clafs  follow  thofe  whereof  the  circuit 
is  confiderably  larger,  but  their  population  not 
greater,  and  partly  is  yet  inferior,  as,  Olonetz-Nov- 
gorod,  Tavrida,  Viaetka;  and  in  the  third  clafs, 
laftly,  the  raoft  extenfive,  and  therefore  the  propor- 
tionably  lead  peopled,  are  to  be  placed,  Archangel, 
Vologda,  Ekatarinoflaf,  Caucafus,  Saratof,  Ufa, 
Permia,  ToboKk,  Kolyvan,  and  Irkutlk. 

If  the  difference  among  authors  concerning  the 
territorial  extent  of  Ruffia  be  great,  if  is  not  lefs  fo 
in  regard  to  its  population.  The  author  of  the  • 
"  Effai  fur  le  commerce  de  Ruffie,  &c.'-'  Amft, 
1777,  admits  itin  general  to  be  no  more  than  four-i 
teea  millions.  Voltaire  gives  the  ruffian  empire  for 
the  latter -years  of  the  reign  of  Peter  I,  eighteen 
millions  of  inhabitants,  but  which  is  certainly  by 
between  three  and  four  millions  too  many.  Mar- 
ihall  eftimates  the  population  at  eighteen  million's ; 
Williams  likewife  for  1768,  fets  it  down  at  only 
eighteen  millions.  M.  Bufching  makes  the  popu- 
lation of  RuiSa  amount  to  twenty  millions  ;  M.  le 
Clerc  ftates  it  at  nineteen  millioner ;  and  M.  Le- 
vefque.at  nineteen  millions  and  fifty  thoufand ; 
M.  de  Voltaire,  M.  SuflTmilch,  and  profeflbr  Ebeling,- 
about  twenty-four  millions ;  prpfeifor  Crome  and 
the  ftatiftic  tables  printed  at  Prague,  reckon  twenty- 
five  millions;  and  profeflbr  Albaum,  for  1774, 
twenty-two  millions.  In  the  hiftorical  porte-feuille, 
part  ii,  1786,  the  population  is  marked  at  twenty- 
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feven  millions,  and  captain  Plefchtfcheyef  in  his 
Obofrenie  roffifkaia  imperic,  dates  it  to  be  (but  for 
the  year  1782  undoubtedly,  too  high)  thirty  mil- 
lions. M.  de  Beaufobre,  fo  early  as  the  beginning 
of  the  year  1770,  gives  it  at  thirty  millions,  a  num- 
ber which  at  that  time  was  almoft  a  third  part  too 
high.  Mr.  Coxe,  on  the  other  hand,  dates  the 
population  of  the  whole  empire  at  22,838,516 
fouls;  which,  for  the  time  when  he  vifited  the 
country,  was  by  far  too  little. 

According  to  the  cenfus  taken  at  fevetal  times, 
the  increafe  of  the  population  has  appeared  to  be  as 
follows : 

In  the  year  1722  the  number  of  ])eopIe  was  14,000,000 

1742  -  -  16,000,000 

1762  -  -  20,000,000 

1782  -  -  28,000,000 

1788  -  -  30,000,000 

During  the  reign  of  Catharine  II.  then  the  em- 
pire gained  in  population  not  lefs  than  ten  millions, 
whereof,  if  we  dedudt  (at  the  utmoft)  for  the  newly 
acquired  countries  and  colonifls  three  millions, 
there  will  dill  remain  an  increafe  of  feven  millions, 
arifing  from  the  annual  furplus  of  births  over  the 
deaths. 
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SECTION    II. 
Of  the  Climate  of  Rujfta. 

The  temperature  of  the  atmofphere  and  the 
veather  in  this  prodigious  empire,  is  as  various  as 
its  circuit  is  extenfive.  It  comprifes  many  regions 
which  enjoy  the  mildeft  fky  and  the  pureit  air  \  but 
ftill  more  where  the  weather  is  extremely  rude 
and  cold^  and  feveral  where  the  exhalations  from 
the  earth  are  unfriendly  co  health.  The  empire, 
in  regard  to  its  weather,  and  the  produ£tions  of 
nature  dependent  upon  it,  may  generally  be  divided 
into  three  grand  departments:  i.  The  territory 
which  lies  above  the  j6oth  degree  of  north  latitude, 
and  extends  to  the  78th;  2.  The  territory  lying 
between  the  50th  and  the  60th  degree  of  the  fame 
latitude;  and,  3.  The  territory  which  lies  more  to 
the  fouth  than  50  degrees  N.  L.  and  extends  fouth* 
wards  from  the  50th  to  the  43d  degree.  The 
FIRST  is  the  rudeft  and  coldeft.  It  contains  the 
greater  part  of  the  governments  of  Irkutfk,  Tobolflc, 
and  Vologda :  the  whole  of  thofe  of  Archangel, 
Olonetz,  and  Vyborg,  with  a  part  of  the  govern- 
ments of  Perme,  Novgorod,  and  St.  Peterfburg, 
All  thefe  regions  lie  in  a  very  cold  climate,  having 
a  winter,  efpecially  Siberia,  extremely  fevere.  In 
Uftiug-Velikiye,   in  the  government  of  Vologda, 
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fituate  6 1  deg.  N.  L.  and  15  deg.  more  to  the  north 
than  Peterfburg,  quickfilver  froze  in  open  air  the 
4th  of  November  1786,  in  a  cold  of  30!  degrees 
by  Reaumur's  thermometer;  the  i  ft  of  December 
from  40  degrees  it  fell  the  fame  day  to  51,  and  the 
7th  of  December  even  to  60  degrees.     The  quick* 
filver  froze  to  a  folid  mafs,  on  which  feveral  ftrokes 
of  a  hammer  were  ftruck,  before  any  parts  fell  off. 
In  Krafnoyarlk,  the  quickfilver  froze  at  235  and 
a.54  by  de  Tlfle.   (Pallas,  Travels^  torn.  iii.  p'419.) 
In  Solikamfk,  the  fame  thermometer  is  faid  to  have 
fallen  in  1761  even  to  280.  —  The  second  depart* 
ment,  in  regard  to  fertility,  is  called  the  temperate; 
in  one  half  whereof,  namely,  from  the  55th  to  the 
6oth  degree  N.  L.  though  the  weather    i§  pretty 
fevere  and  cold,  it  yet  allows  all  the  fruits  of  the 
field  and  many  of  the  orchard  to  grow.     In  the  - 
other  half,  namely,  from  the  5cth  to  the  55tb  de* 
gree,  the  climate  is  much  milder,  and  with  the  ufual 
produfts  yields  ftill  others,  which  in  the  former  do 
not  well  fucceed.     The  while  of  this  extenfive, 
beautiful,  and  important  territory  of  the   ruflian 
empire  comprehends  the  governments  of  St,  Peterf- 
burg,  Reval,  Riga,  Polotlk,  Moghilef,  Smofenfk, 
Pfcove,  Novgorod,  Tver,  Yaroflaf,  Koftroma,  Vi- 
^etka,  Perme,  Kolyvan,  a  good  part  of  Irkutfk  and 
Ufa^  the  governments  of  Mofco,  Vladimir,  Niflmey- 
Novgorod,  Kazan,  Kaluga,  Tula,  Ra:zan,  Voro- 
netfli,   Tan^bof,    Penfa,    Simbirfk,    Kurfk,    Orel, 
NovgorodSieverfk,  Tchernigof,   and   the  greater 

part 
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part  of  Kief,  Karkof,  and  Saratof.  — The  third 
departn^enc  is  the  hot,  in  which  produ^s  are  com- 
mon, e,  g.  wine  and  filk,  which  do  not  thrive  at  all 
in  the  former.  In  this  lie  Tavrida,  Ekatarinoflaf, 
the  greater  part  of  Caucafus,  with  a  part  of  Kief, 
Karkof,  Voroneifh,  Saratof,  Kolyvan,  and  Irkutfk. 
Tavrida  poffeffes  a  very  agreeable  climate.  The 
inhabitants,  for  three  quarters  of  the  year,  e^jjoy 
fine  and  warm  weather ;  and  Nature  here  requires 
but  three  months  at  mod  to  recreate  her  powers. 
The  fpring  feafon  commences  here  commonly  with 
March  ;  and  from  the  middle  of  May  to  the  middle 
of  Auguft  generally  the  greateft  heat  prevails.  This 
is  ufually  fo  intenfe,  that  it  rarely  happens  that  winds 
do  not  continually  blow  from  ten  in  the  morning 
till  fix  in  the  evening  every  day,  which  render  it 
almoft  infupportable.  Thunder  and  ftorms  of  rain 
are  here  alfo  not  unfrequent,  whereby  the  air  is  re* 
ireihed.  September  and  Oftober  are,,  generally 
fpeaking,  the  fined  months.  The  autuninal  weather 
comes  on  about  the  middle  of  November.  The  froft 
appears  in  December  and  January,  but  is  very 
moderatei  feldom  laftidg  for  more  than-two  or  three 
days.  Here,  however,  it  is  to  be  remarked,  that 
the  level  part  of  this  country  is  in  this  circumftance 
to  be  diftinguifhedfrom  the  mountainous ;  the  heat 
and  cold  are  commonly  more  intenfe  in  the  former, 
and  rain  and  fnow  lefs  frequent.  The  air  in  alt  the* 
regions  of  Tavrida,  except  fome  few  j)laces  on  the 
Sibaihi  arc  reckoned  veiy  healtl^^',  —  About  Kurik, 

(in 
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(in  the  Ukraine,)  all  forts  of  fruit,  arbufes  ♦,  melons, 
and  apples,  are  ripe  in  Auguft ;  and  the  corn  is  al- 
ready got  in.  The  rivers  freeze  over  at  the  end  of 
November  and  in  December ;  and  in  May  they  arc 
again  free  from  ice. 

Thefe  four  feveral  departments,  fo  diflFcrent  from 
each  other,  fhould  conftantly  be  kept  in  view  when- 
ever  we  hear  or  read  of  the  climate  of  the  ruffian 
empire.  Hence  we  fee  that  there  are  governments 
which  partake  in  the  climate  of  two  ;  others  (for 
example,  Kolyvan)  of  three ;  and  the  government 
of  Irkutlk  even  of  all  the  four.  Whatever  Nature 
produces  in  thefe  parallels,  Ruffia  poflefles  or  might 
poffefe ;  and  therefore  has  advantages  of  which  not 
one  other  european  (late  can  boaft. 

The  high  northern  latitude  of  St.  Peterfburg, 
and  its  fituation  in  a  low,  marfhy,  and  woody  flat; 
with  many  large  rivers,  render  its  climate  cold, 
rude,  and  in  many  refpe£ls  lingular.  The  inlperial 
academy  of  fciences  has  kept  a  meteorological  ac- 
count, from  its  foundation  in  1725,  of  the  weather 
of  the  place ;  and  the  freezing  of  the  Neva  has 
been   regularly   marked  annually  from  the  year 

The  frofl:  and  its  efFeds  are  here  remarkable. 
The  number  of  frofty  days  is  annually  from  1 50  to 
z  90 ;  and  their  continuance  and  feverity  freezes 
the  ground  every  winter  from  2  to2|  and  fome- 
times  above  3  feet  deep  ;  and  the  ice  of  the  Neva 

•  Water-melons. 
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it  from  24  to  36,  but  generally  28  inches  in  thick- 
jiefs.  Though  this  body  is  formed  by  (heets  of  ice 
gliding  horizontally  upon  each  other,  yet  when 
large  fquare  blocks  of  it  (land  in  the  fun  upon  the 
ground  in  fpring,  they  gradually  fall  to  pieces  in 
perpendicular  fpiculas  of  the  thicknefs  of  one's  finger. 
Likewife  in  walking  over  the  river  in  fpring,  while 
the  ice  is  ftill  thick,  the  walking-ftick  is  eafily 
pu(hed  through  the  ice,  by  preffing  down  fome  of 
the  fpiculae  out  of  their  contiguity. 

The  covering  of  the  Neva  with  ice,  and  the 
breaking- up  of  it,  are  remarkable  phssnomena.  At 
firft  fmall  diftindl  flakes  of  ice  are  feen  floating  on 
the  furface,  which  foon  increafe  into  large  fheets, 
of  fuch  momentum  that  the  bridges  mufl:  be  re- 
moved in  all  hade  to  prevent  their  being  carried 
away  by  the  frozen  element.  Thefe  (heets  of  ice 
drive  down  the  (Iream  for  a  day  or  two ;  during 
which  people  pafs  in  boats  among  them  acrofs  the 
riYec,  till  at  laft  the  ice  (lops,  or  the  (heets  of  ice 
freeze  on  one  another.  Immediately  the  river  is 
paflfable  on  foot ;  and  nothing  is  more  common 
than  to  fee  boats  rowing  over,  and  in  an  hour  or 
two  afterwards  foot-pa(rengers  walking  to  the  other 
fide  in  great  numbers. . 

The  breaking -up  of  the  ice  comes  on  as  fuddenly. 
In  fpring,  at  firfl  the  fnow-water  (lands  on  the  ice ; 
then  the  ice  becomes  fpongy,  or  parts  in  fpikes, 
admits  the  water,  and  aflumes  a  blackifli  hue.  At 
kogth  it  gives  way,  but  leaves  the  beaten  roads  dill 

(landing ; 
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{landing  ;  in  confequence  of  which  foot-walkers  are 
often  feen  upon  the  roads,  and  between  them  and 
the  floating  mafles-  of  ice,  boats  rowed  in  variou3' 
diredions.  When  atlaft  the  roads  too  b'rieak,  the- 
ice  continues  driving  for  a  few  days  to  the  gulf, 
and  the  riter  appears  with  its  clear  and  beautiful 
current.  Iii  a  week  or  a  fortnight  afterwards  the 
drift  ice  comes  down  frpm  the  Ladoga,  and  con- 
tinues floating  about  with  the  wind  for  two  or  three 
days,  riiaking  for-  the  time  the  atmofphere  uncom-- 
monlv  cold. 

The  ice  and  the  cold  are  made  ferviceable  in 
various  ways.  Difl:ances  are  much  ftiortened  by 
their  means,  inafmuch  as  people,  horfes,  and  car- 
riages of  all  forts,  and  of  ever  fo  great  burden,  can 
crofs  the  Neva,  and  the  other  rivers,  lakes,  and 
canals,  in  all  places  and  direct  ions :  and  the  Cron- 
ftadt  gulf  fupplies  in  fome  meafure  the  want  of  na- 
vigation during  the  winter,  by  the  tranfport  of 
commodities  of  every  denomination  over  the  ice. 
As  ice-cellars  here  are  a  neceflary  of  life,  for  keep- 
ing provifions  of  all  kinds  during  the  fummer,  fo 
every  houfe  in  every  quarter  of  the  town  is  pro- 
vided with  one  filled  annually  with  large  blocks 
of  ice  cut  out  of  the  river.  This  operation  gene- 
rally takes  place  about  the  beginning  of  February. 
The  ice  alfo  adminifters  to  the  pleafurc  of  the  in- 
habitants, by  aflfording  them  an  opportunity  for  the 
diverfion  of  fledge  and  horfe-racing,  and  for  that  of 
Aiding  down  the  ice-hills  fo  much  admired  by  the 
-     .    .  populace. 
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populace.  The  weight  of  thefe  ice-hills,  together 
with  that  of  a  multitude  fonietimes  of  fiv^  or  fix 
thoufand  perfv)ns  ftanding  about  them  on  holidays, 
give  the  fp^dator  a  furprifihg  idea  of  the  ftrength 

•and  folidity  of  the  ice. 

What  may  be  executed  in  ice  was  (hewn  by  the 
ice-palace  which  the  emprefs  Anna  caufed  to  be 
built  on  the  bank  of  the  Neva  in  1740.  Jt  was 
conftrufted  of  huge  quadrats  of  ice  hewn  in  the 
manner  of  freeftone.  The  edifice  was  52  feet  in 
•length,  16  in  breadth,  and  20  in  height.  The 
walls  were  three  feet  thick.  In  the  feveral  apart- 
ments were  tables,  chairs,  fophas,  beds,  and  all 
kinds  of  houfehold  furniture,  of  ice.  In  front  of 
the  palace,  befides  pyramids  and  ftatues,  ftood  fix 
cannons  carrying  balls  of  fix  pounds  weight,  and 
two  mortars,  of  ice.  From  one  of  the  former,  as 
a  trial,  an  iron  ball,  with  only  a  quarter  of  a  pound 
of  powder,  was  fired  off.  The  ball  went  through 
a  two- inch  board  at  fixty  paces  from  the  mouth  of 
the  cannon ;  and  the  piece  of  ice-artillery,  with  its 

-carriage,  remained  unifijured  by  the  explofion. 
The  illumination  of  the  ice-palace  at  night  had  an 
afl:onilhingly  grand  effeft. 

In  and  "about  Mofco  the  rivers  freeze  over  in  the 
middle  or  towards  the  latter  end  of  November,  old 
ftyle;  and  break  up  in  March  "or  the  beginning 
of  April.     The  buds  of  the  birch- trees  expand  in 

•May,  and  the  trees  flied  their  leaves  in  September. 

«-The 
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-^  Ttic  rhrcr  Ural  ufually  flows,  near  Gurief,  free 
from  ice  about  the  beginning  of  March. 


The  greateft  degree  of  cold  fince  the  building  of 
the  city  of  St.  Petcrlburg  was,  by  Reaumur,  32I, 
the  6th  of  January  1760,  and  again  in  January 
1799. 

The  greateft  heat,  in  thejhade,  was  28t  degrees, 
the  23d  of  July  1757,  and  the  5th  of  July  1758. 

By  taking  the  average  of  all  the  therm ometrical 
obfervations  made  at  the  Imperial  Academy  of 
Sciences,  it  is  found  that  the  greateft  cold  happens 
in  the  month  of  January ;  and  that  its  mean  inten- 
fity  may  be  eftimated  at  22  degrees.  Again,  that 
the  greateft  heat  falls  in  July ;  and  that  its  mean 
force  is  23  degrees  of  Reaumur. 


Months. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

March 

April 

May 

Juoe 

July 

Auguft 

Sept. 

oa. 

Nov. 
Dec. 


The  mean  intcnfity 
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of  the 

greateft 

greateft 

cold. 
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Digrees. 

22 

I 

T 
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»T 

M 

7 

6i 

«3 
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'9 

•  6 
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♦9 

23 
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10 

ll 

4^ 

18 

2 

The  mark  *  fignifics  the  degree  of  heat. 
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In  turning  over  the  pages  of  hiftory,  wc  come  to 
paflages  where  we  aluioft  (land  adoniihed  at  the 
then  climate  of  Germany,  where,  for  inllance,  it  is 
faid:  Thefe  conntries  northward  beyond  the  Danube 
and  the  Rhine  are  covered  with  vaft  fnows,  fo  that 
they  are  uninhabitable  from  their  almoft  perpetual 
winters.    Virgil  and  Ovid  would  not  have  afHrmed, 
that  on  the  borders  of  the  Danube  and  in  Thrace 
it  was  the  cuftom  to  divide  the  frozen  wine  in  pieces, 
if  at  that  time  thefe  countries  were  not  fubjeft  to  fo 
fevere  a  frofl:.     Pliny  the  elder  complains  of  the 
immenfe  fnows,  which  will  not  permit  the  objed^ 
the  leaft  remote,  in  european  Scychia,  to  be  feen. 
Speaking  of  Thrace,  Pomponias  Mela  tells  us,  that 
the  clufters  of  grapes  never  come  to  maturity ;  and 
all  the  antient  writers  talk  of  the  northern  diftrids 
of  Germany   as  countries   confifUng   entirely  of 
forefts,  lakes,  moraffes,  fnow,  and  ice  y  complain- 
ing of  the  piercing  winds  that  bring  from  thefe  parts 
tempefts,  fnows,  and  frolts.     That  it  is  at  prcfent 
of  a  totally  different  temperature  is  known  to  every 
inhabitant  of  that  country.  But  from  thefe  hiftorical 
paflages  we  might  perhaps  deduce  a  caufe  why  put 
part  of  Ruffia,  though  lying  under  the  fame  parallel 
with  Milan,  Bburdeaux,  and  other  countries  and 
towns  enjoying  the  mod  agreeable  climate,  is  never- 
thel^fs  of  an  atmofpherical  temperature  entirely  dif* 
ferent.     Thus,  for  example,  Mofco  lies  under  the 
lame  parallel  with  England:  and  yet,  on  the  14th 
of  April,  notwitbftanding  the  mild  winter  and  an 

''  uncom- 


l6  OF   THB   £LIMAT£   OF    RUSSIA. 

uncommonly  early  fpring,  the  whole  country  ronnd 
was  covered  with  fnow.      The  ice  had  begun  to 
break  up  on  many  large  rivers,  while  the  Volga  was 
yet  faft  frozen.     The  degree  of  cold,  which  fre- 
quently in  Mofco  IS  not  inferior  to   that  at  St. 
Peterfburg,  and  likewife  reaches  to  22  and  more 
below  the  freezing  point,  will,  on  a  comparifon  with 
the  temperature  in  England,  (hew  an  extraordinary 
difference ;  confequently  there  muft  be  fome  ma- 
terial reafons,  occafioning   fuch   confiderable  dif- 
ferences under  the.  fame  degree  of  latitude.     Con- 
(idering  thcfe  countries  in  this  point  of  view,  they 
are  to  us  what  Germany  and  the  countries  lying 
above  the  50th  and  55th  degree  were  to  Italy  while 
they  ftill  remained  in  <in  uncultivated  ftate.     We 
may  therefore  partly  afcribe  this  colder  temperature 
to  the  great  number  of  morafles,  lakes,  the  extraor- 
dinarily large  forefts  and  tracts  of  uncultivated  land : 
and  the  rather,  as  it  cannot  be  attributed  to  the  high 
lituation  or  the  mountains,  which  in  this  region  are 
of  no  extraordinary  height,  and  the  generality  of 
the  country  is  a  flat.     As  it  is  a  well-known  obfer- 
vation  how  much  loofe  heat  is  abforbcd  by  water 
when  it  goes  off  in  vapour,  of  courfe  thofe  regions 
which  contain  fuch  a  quantity  of  water  on  their 
furface  muft  be  conftantly  abforbing  heat,  which, 
by  uniting  with  that  element,  is  rendered  infenfible. 
The  alterations  in  the  atmofpherical  temperature 
that  have  been  obferved  in  our  times,  by  the  drain* 
ing  of  moraiTes  and  the  diminution  of  foreftsj  like* 

wife 
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ttrife  (hew,  that  this  difference  may  be  attributable 
to  the  woods  and  fwamps  that  are  ftill  fo  nume- 
rous*    As  far  as  relates  to  the  northern  regions, 
it  is  very  comprehenfible  how  the  cold  muft  fo 
extremely  increafc,  as  by  the  flattening  of  our  earth 
at  the  poles^  they  in  the  fame  proportion  are  de- 
prived of  light  by  the  fouthem  declination  of  the 
fun:    fo  that,  for  inilance,  in  Archangel  in   the 
month  of  December,  vi^hen  the  days   are  at  the 
fliorteft,   the  fun  remains  above  the  horizon  only 
3  hours  and  12  minutes,  on  the  contrary  in  the^ 
month  of  June  is  vifible  20  hours  and  48  minutes, 
and  the  ftill  more  northern  countries  muft  be  en^ 
tirely  deprived  of  it  during  the  winter.    The  winds 
blowing  from  thefe  regions  are  in  this  feafon  of  an 
extraordinary  drynefs  j  as  no  heat  is  let  loofe,  fo 
there  is  no  evaporation  from  ice  or  fnow ;  whereas, 
on  the  other  hand,  the  quantity  of  heat  that  in 
fummer  is  fet  free,  tempered  by  the  quantity  of 
rain,  ice,  and  fnow,  laftly  the  water  that  goes  off" 
in  vapour,  confines  a  ftill  greater  quantity  of  heat 
than  was  before  neceflary  to  liquefaftion,  whereby 
the  fenfibility  of  the  particles  of  heat  muft  confider- 
ably  decline. 

The  obfervations  made  by  count  Sternberg 
during  feven  months  in  St.  Peteriburg  will  (hew 
the  long  duration  of  the  cold.  The  firft  fnow 
fell  the  2oth  of  September,  and  the  furface  of  the 
earth  was  not  feen  again  till  the  25th  of  April. 
The  dry  ftate  of  the  air,  as  appeared  by  the  hygro- 

voL.  I,  c  meter. 
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meter,  was  95  drought.  —  The  height  of  the  baro« 
meter  evinced  the  low  fituation  of  the  country,  and 
the  preflure  of  the  atmofphere.  According  to  the 
inean  ftation  of  the  barometer,  Petcrfburg  lay 
137 — 12  Un.  lower  than  Prague.  The  firft  froft 
1791  was  the  14th  of  September,  and  the  3d  of 
May  1792  the  laft  ;  the  interval  confequently  was 
two  hundred  and  thirty-two  days ;  during  one  hun- 
dred and  nineteen  whereof  it  never  ceafed  to  freeze, 
and  twcnty.five  on  which  it  did  not  freeze  at  all, 
and  one  hundred  and  feventy-three  when  the  ther- 
mometer ftood  below  the  point  of  congelation,  one 
hundred  and  fixty-nine  days  the  fky  was  partly 
clouded,  and  one  hundred  and  twenty-three  en- 
tirely ovcrcaft.  Fogs  he  reckoned  forty-one.  During 
fixty-nine  days  it  fnowed,  one  hundred  and  twelve 
days  it  rained,  and  two  days  hailed.  Thefe  obfer- 
vations  relate  to  St.  Peterfburg ;  and  we  may  eafily 
conclude  from  them,  that  in  fuch  a  climate  but  few 
days  remain  to  the  hufbandman  for  the  culture  of 
his  field ;  and  it  is  abfolutely  impollible,  with  fo 
few  men  and  fuch  poor  implements,  to  lay  out  his 
ground  properly  in  fo  (hon  a  fpace  of  time.  That 
as  well  in  the  higher  regions  as  in  thofc  that  are  at 
a  greater  diftance  from  the  fea,  ftill  fewer  days  are 
capable  of  being  employed  in  culture,  is  well  known ; 
confequently  ftill  lefs  can  be  performed,  until  the 
number  of  people  be  larger,  the  implements  better, 
and  they  are  in  poffeffion  of  whatever  can  facilitate 
labour ;  or  the  atmofpherical  temperature  be  foft- 

ened 
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cned  by  the  gradual  alteration  of  the  furface; 
namely,  by  grubbing  up  the  vaft  forefts,  and  drain- 
ing the  fwamps  and  morafles. 


SECTION   III. 
Of  the  Commerce  of  Ruffia. 

w 

The  whole  of  the  great  and  intricate  bufinefs 
comprehended  under  this  head,  is  naturally  reduc- 
ible to  the  following  branches:  Export,  import, 
and  the  exchange.  We  will  briefly  touch  on  each 
of  them  apart. 

It  is  hardly  poffible  to  give  a  true  ftatement  of 
the  value,  quality,  and  nature  of  the  exports,  with- 
out entering  into  a  dry  detail  of  cuftom-houfe  lifts. 
The  publicity  given  to  thefe  matters  here  laves  a 
great  deal  of  trouble  to  the  colleftors  of  (latiftical 
accounts,  in  their  relations  concerning  this  branch 
of  national  affairs.  The  following  ftatements  are 
the  refult  of  a  period  of  ten  years,  from  1780  to 
1790.  During  that  fpace  were  annually  exported, 
2,655,038  poods  of  iron 

19,528     -      -      faltpetre 
2,498,950  poods  of  hemp 

792,932     -      -      flax 
2,907,876  arfhines  of  napkins  and  linen 
214,704  pieces  of  fail-cloth  and  flcms 
>  c  2  106,7^3 
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106,763  poods  of  cordage 
167,432     -      -      hemp-oil  and  linfeed-oil 
192,328     -      •     linfeed 
52,645     -      -     tobacc9 
129    •      -     rhubarb 
105,136    -      -     wheat 
271,976    -      -     rye 

35^864    -      -     barley 
2CO,ooo    -      -     oats 
1456  mafts 
iji93»»25  planks 
85,647  boards 
7487  poods  of rofin 
9720    -      -     pitch 
37,336    .      .     tar 
81,386    -      -     train-oil 
10,467    -      -      wax 
943,6 18     -     -     tallow  and  tallow-candles 
31,712     -      -      potaflies 
5516    -      -      ifinglafs 
8958     -      -      caviar 
5635     -      -     horfe-hair 
69,722  horfe-tails 
29,1 10  poods  of  hog's  bridles 
106,045  Ruflia  mats 
292,016  goat-lkins 

144,876  poods  of  hides  and  fole-leather 
621,327  pieces  of  fur 

9982  ox-tongues 
73,350  ox-bones. 

This 
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This  lift,  which  is  complete  to  the  exception  of  a 
few  articles  of  inferior  confequence^  contains,  be«- 
fides  napkins,  linen,  fail-cloth,  cordage,  tallow* 
candles,  pot-a(hes,  ifinglafs,  caviar,  furs,  and  leather, 
no  wrought  gtods  ;  and  even  fome  of  thefe  have 
only  fuch  a  preparation  as  is  neceiTary  for  the  tranf- 
port  and  prefer  vation  of  the  produ&*  The  employ- 
ment of  the  nation,  confiderably  as  it  has  increafed 
fince  the  time  of  Peter  the  great,  is  ftill  always  more 
direded  to  produdion  than  to  manufadure*  This 
is  the  natural  progrefs  of  every  human  focicty  ad- 
vancing to  civilization ;  and  Ruflia  will  continue  to 
confine  itfelf  to  the  mere  produdion  and  the  com- 
merce  in  products,  till  the  quantity  of  its  population 
and  employment  be  fufHcient  to  the  manufa^uring 
of  its  raw  materials. 

The  buying  up  of  the  foregoing  articles,  and  their 
conveyance  from  the  midland,  and  partly  from  the 
remotefl  regions  of  the  empire,  form  an  important 
branch  of  the  internal  commerce.  The  majority  of 
thefe  produfts  are  raifed  on  the  fertile  (hores  of  the 
Volga ;  this  ineftimable  river,  which,  in  its  courfe» 
connects  the  mod  diftant  provinces,  is  at  the  fame 
time  the  channel  of  bufmefs  and  indudry.  Wherever 
its  water  laves  the  rich  and  fruitful  coafts,  induftry 
and  diligence  have  fixed  their  abode;  its  courfe 
marks  the  progrefs  to  internal  civilization.  But 
even  from  a  diftance  of  from  five  to  fix  thoufand 
verfts,  from  the  heart  of  Siberia,  rich  in  metals,  St. 
Peterfburg  receives  the  ilores  of  its  enormous  maga* 

c  3  zines. 
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tines.  The  greater  part  of  them»  at  leaft  the  hard- 
i^irared,  are  brought  hither  from  the  eafternmoft  dif- 
trifts  of  Siberia,  ahnoft  entirely  by  water.  The 
Selenga  receives  and  transfers  them  to  the  Baikal ; 
which  wlatfts  them  by  the  Angara  to  the  Yeniffey ; 
vhence,  pafling  along  the  Oby  into  the  Tobol, 
they  are  convejjg^,  over  a  trad  of  about  four  hun- 
dred verfts  by  land  to  the  Tchuffovaiya ;  thence, 
falling  down  the  Kamma,  they  proceed  along  the 
Volga,  (hooting  the  fluices  at  Vifliney-Volotihok,  into 
the  Volkhof ;  and,  paf&ng  out  of  that  into  the  La- 
doga^lake,  they  laftly,  after  having  completed  a 
journey  through  two  quarters  of  the  globe,  arrive 
Sn  the  Neva,  and  are  conveyed  to  the  place  of  their 
deJdination.  This  aftonifhing  tranfporc  becomes  ftill 
more  interefting  by  the  reflexion  that  thefe  pro* 
dufts  conveyed  hither  from  the  neighbourhood  of 
the  north-eaftern  ocean,  tarry  here  but  a  few  weeks, 
in  order  then  to  fet  out  on  a  fecond,  perhaps 
greater  voyage ;  or  after  being  unfliipped  in  diftant 
countries,  return  hither  under  an  altered  form,  and, 
by  a  tedious  and  difficult  navigation,  come  back  to 
their  native  land.  How  many  fey thes  of  the  fiberian 
boors  may  have  gone  this  circuitous  courfe ! 

The  number  of  the  veffels  which,  according  to 
a  ten  years*  average,  from  1774  to  1784,  came  by 
the  Ladoga  canal  to  St.  Peterfburg,  was  2861  barks, 
5^97  half  barks,  508  one-mafted  veffels,'  11 13  cha- 
loups — in  all,  5339.  Add  to  thtfe  6739  ^^^^  ^^ 
Mks.    Sum  total,  1 2,07  8 1 

The 
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The  prodigious  value  in  money  of  thefe  produdks 
is,  by  the  want  which  Ruflia  has  of  wrought  com- 
modities, and  by  the  ever-increafmg  luxury,  fo  much 
leflened,  that  the  advantage  on  .t;he  balance  is  pro- 
portionably  but  very  fma^L  A  lift  of  the  articles  of 
trade  with  which  St.  Peterfburg  annually  furnifhes 
a  part  of  the  empire  affords  matter  for  the  moft 
interefting  economical  commentary. 

The  annual  imports  at  St.  Pcterlburg  for  the  fpace 
of  ten  years,  from  1780  to  1790,  were 
.     Silkea  fluffs  to  the  amount  of  2,500,000  rubles. 

Woollen  ftuffsr,  2,000,000  rubles. 

Clotii,  2,000,000  rubles. 

Cotton  fluffs,  534,000  rubles. 

Silk  and  cotton  ftockings,  1 0,000  dozen  pair^. 

Trinkets,  700,000  rubles. 

Watches,  2000. 

Hardware,  50,000  rubles. 

Looking-glaffes,  50,000  rubles. 

Engliih  ftone-ware,  43,800  rubles. 

Englifh  horfes,  250. 

Coffee^  26,300  poods. 

Sugar,  372,000  poods. 

Tobacco,  5000  poods. 

Oranges  and  lemons,  101,500  rubles. 

Frefti  fruit,  65,000  rubles. 

Herrings,  14,250  tons. 

Sweet  oil,  20,000  rubles. 

Porter  and  englifh  beer,  262,000  rubles. 

French  brandy,  50,000  ankers. 

c  4  Champagne 
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Champagne  and  burgundy,  4cx)o  pipes. 

Other  vines,  250,000  hogflieads. 

Mineral  water,  12,000  rubles. 

Paper  of  different  forts,  42,750  rubles. 

Books,  5o>  1 50  rubles. 

Copper-plate  engravings,  60,200  rubles. 

Alum,  25,500  poods. 

Indigo,  3830  poods. 

Kochenille,  1335  poods. 

Glafs  and  glafs  wares,  64,000  rubles. 

Scythes,  325,000,  &c. 

A  very  great  part  of  thefe  commodities  remain 
and  are  confumed  in  St.  Peterfburg.  The  reft  is 
conveyed  by  land-carriage  to  various  parts  of  the 
empire,  as  to  go  up  the  navigable  rivers  againft  the 
ftream  would  be  tedious  and  expenfive.  The  carts 
or  fledges  made  ufe  of  in  this  conveyance  are 
moftly  drawn  by  only  one  horfe,  each  having  a 
driver  ;  who  all  together  make  up  a  caravan  of  from 
25  to  100  carts  :  fometimcs,  on  long  journies,  there 
is  but  one  driver  to  every  three  carts. 

The  ftatements  of  the  e;cports  and  imports  above 
given  are  taken  from  the  cuftom-houfe  regifters. 
In  order  to  judge  of  the  worth  and  validity  of 
them,  it  is  neceffary  to  obferve,  that  all  veflels,  on 
their  arrival,  undergo  a  ftrift  examination  both  at 
Cronftadt  and  at  St.  Peterfburg,  and  are  obliged  to 
unload  at  the  cuftom-houfe.  The  proper  officers 
examine  the  commodities  according  to  the  ftatement 
of  the  merchants,  who  are  obliged  to  particularize 

not 
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not  only  the  nature  of  them,  but,  when  the  duty  is 
to  be  paid  ad  valorem^  mud  alfo  fix  that  value.  }f 
upon  examination  it  appears,  or  affords  caufe  to 
fufpeft,  that  the  articles  are  rated  below  their  proper 
value,  the  of&cer  has  a  right  to  detain  them,  ^t  the 
price  thus  fet  upon  them,  with  an  additional  allow- 
ance of  20  per  cent,  for  the  profit.  This  method, 
which  IS  called  underwriting^  obliges  the  trader  to 
mark  thefe  articles  of  importation  at  a  value  rather 
too  high  thaln  too  low :  and  this  praftice  therefore 
ftamps  a  great  authenticity  on  the  cuftom-houfe 
lifts.  Whether,  however,  no  fraud  can  be  pradif(?d 
in  the  ftatemenc  is  ^  queftion,  the  folution  whereof 
is  only  to  be  had  from  fuch  ^s  have  the  greaceft 
intereft  in  denying  it.  For  the  reft,  it  is  the  general 
opinion  that  the  prudent  precautions  are  nowhere  in 
the  whole  empire  fogood  as  at  St.  Peterft)urg;  and 
that  confequently  any  frauds  in  the  cuftoms  are  no- 
where fo  difficult.  That  this  cannot  be  faid  of  all 
c\iftom-houfe  officers  is  proved  from  the  experience 
of  late  years,  when  thofe  on  the  borders  of  Poland 
were  difplaced.  Yet  thefe  matters  do  not  come 
properly  qualified  to  the  ftatiftic  till  fcveral  years 
after,  as  the  fa£ls  are  too  recent  for  obtaining  fure 
data  and  refuks. 

It  remains  to  be  mentioned,  that  the  importation 
of  diamonds,  books,  inftruments,  and  the  like,  is 
duty-free;  and  that  therefore  thefe  confidcrable 
articles  either  have  no  place  in  the  entries,  or  are 
Jet  down  at  pleafure. 

According 
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According  to  what  has  been  feen,  ve  are  now 
enabled  to  ft^te  the  value  of  the  imports  and  exports^ 
and  the  balance  of  the  trade  to  Sc  Peterfburg.  By 
the  ffioft  probable  eftimation,  on  an  average  of  ten 
y^ars,  from  1780  to  1790^  the  account  is  as 
follows  :— 

Rubles. 

Exports        -        .       .         .  13,261,942 

Imports        ...  •  12,238,319 


i*-^ 


Profit  -        -        .  .  1 ,023,623 

In  coined  and  uncoined  gold  and 
filver,  in  the  three  lad  years, 
were  annually  imported         -  33  7,064 

This,  added  to  the  foregoing,  makes         i  >  3  60,6  8  7 

The  amount  of  the  whole  commerce  was  there* 
fore  in  the  laid  period,  from  1780  to  1790,  annusdly 
^5>837>325  rubles. 

The  incrcafe  of  the  commerce  appears  in  a 
ftriking  progreflion  from  the  following  ftate* 
ments  :-— 

IMPORTS,  EXPORTS. 

1780.         8,600,000  rubles.      10,900,000  rubles. 
1785.       10,000,000  13,400,000 

1789.       15,300,000  18,700,000 


If 
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If  we  admit,  upon  the  moft  probable  computatidn, 
cbat  the  whole  commerce  of  the  empire  amounts  to 
about  50,000,000  of  rubles,  it  will  then  follow  that 
St,  Peteriburg  has  more  than  the  half  for  its  fliate. 
The  next  place  in  the  commercial  fcale,  after  the 
refidence  *,  is  held  by  Riga ;  the  commerce  of  which 
cdlieftively  may  be  eftimated  at  about  6,ooo,ooow 
This  proportion  may  ferve  to  fliew  the  rank  on  this 
fcale  that  may  be  allowed  to  the  other  trading  towns 
that  come  after  Riga. 

The  commerce  of  St.  Peterfburg  is  chiefly  carried 
on  by  commiilion  in  the  hands  of  fadors.  This 
rJafs  of  merchants,  which  confifts  almoft  entirely  of 
foreigners,  forms  the  mod  refpeftable  and  confider- 
able  part  of  the  perfons  on  the  exchange.  In  the 
year  1790,  of  the  foreign  counting  houfes  not  be- 
longing to  the  guilds,  were  eight  and  twenty  englilhy 
feven  german,  two  fwifs,  four  danifli,  feveral  pruifian, 
iix  dutch,  four  french,  two  portugueze,  one  fpanifh, 
and  one  Italian.  Befides  thefe,  were  twelve  deno* 
minated  burghers,  and  of  the  firft  guild  one  hun- 
dred and  fix,  with  forty-fix  foreign  merchants  and 
feventeen  belonging  to  other  towns,  though  feveral 
caufe  themfelves  to  be  enrolled  in  thefe  guilds  who 
Tare  not  properly  merchants. 

In  order  to  form  an  idea  of  the  exchange  and  the 
courfe  of  trade,  the  following  brief  account  will 

♦  So  St.  Peterfburg  is  ffyled,  from  being  the  ufual  rdidence 
pf  tbe  later  fovcreigns.  Mofco  is  the  capital  of  Ruflia,  at  every, 
reader  Ipiows, 

fuffice. 
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fufEce.  The  ruffian  merchants  from  the  interior 
of  the  empire  repair,  at  a  ftated  time,  to  St.  Peterf- 
burg,  where  they  bargain  with  the  faftors  for  the 
falc  of  their  commodities.  This  done,  they  enter 
into  contrails  to  deliver  the  goods  according  to  the 
particulars  therein  fpccified,  at  which  time  they 
•commonly  receive  the  half  or  the  whole  of  the  pur^ 
chafe^money,  though  the  goods  are  not  to  be  de- 
livered till  the  following  fpring  or  fummer  by  the 
barks  then  to  come  down  the  Ladoga  canal.  The 
quality  of  the  goods  is  then  pronounced  on  by 
fworn  brackets  or  forters,  according  to  the  kinds 
mentioned  in  the  contraS.  The  articles  of  import- 
ation are  either  difpofed  of  by  ruffian  merchants 
through,  the  refident  fadors,  or  the  latter  deliver 
them  for  falc  at  foreign  markets ;  in  both  cafes  the 
.  Ruffian,  to  whofe  order  they  came,  receives  them 
on  condition  of  paying  for  them  by  inftalments  of 
.  fix,  twelve,  and  more  months,  ^he  ruffian  mer- 
chant, therefore,  is  paid  for  his  exports  beforehand, 
and  buys  fuch  as  are  imported  on  credit ;  he  rilks 
no  damages  by  fca,  and  is  exempted  from  the 
tedious  tranfadions  of  the  cuflom-houfe,  and  of 
loading  and  unloading. 

The  clearance  of  the  fhips,  the  tranfport  of  the 
goods  into  the  government  warehoufes,  the  packing 
and  unpacking,  unloading  and  difpatching  of  them, 
-^in  a  word,  the  whole  of  the  great  buftle  attendant 
on  the  commerce  of  a  maritime  town,  is  principally 
at  Cronftadt  and  that  part  of  the  refidence  called 

Vaffilioftrof. 
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Vaffilioftrof  *.  Here  are  the  exchangie,  the  cuftom- 
houfe,  and  in  the  vicinity  of  this  ifland,  namely  on 
a  fmall  ifland  between  that  and  the  Peterfburg 
iflandj  the  hemp  warehoufes  and  magazines,  in 
which  the  riches  of  To  n;iany  countries  are  bartered 
and  kept.  In  all  the  other  parts  of  the  city,  the 
tumult  of  bufinefs.is  fo  rare  and  imperceptible^  that 
a  ftranger  who  fhould  be  fuddenly  conveyed  hither 
would  never  imagine  that  he  was  in  the  chief  com- 
mercial town  of  the  ruffian  empire.  The  opulent 
merchants  have  their  dwellings  and  compting-houfes 
in  the  moft  elegant  parts  of  the  town.  Their  houfes, 
gate^wayS)  and  court-yards,  are  not,  as  in  Hamburgh 
and  Riga,  blocked  up  and  barricadoed  with  bales 
of  goods  and  heaps  of  timber  ;  here,  befides  the 
compting-houfe,  no  trace  is  feen  of  mercantile 
aSsdrs.  The  bufinefs  at  the  cuftom-houfe  is  tranf* 
TL&cd  by  one  of  the  clerks,  and  people  that  are  hired 
for  that  purpofc,  called  expeditors ;  and  the  labour 
is  performed  by  artelfchiki,  or  porters  belonging  to 
a  kind  of  guild. 

The  fador  delivers  the  imported  goods  to  the 
ruffian  merchant,  who  lends  them  off,  in  the  above- 
mentioned  manner,  or  retails  them  on  the  fpot,  in 
the  markets,  warehoufes,  and  (hops. 

*  The  Peterfburg  ifland  was  formerly  called  Berefovoloftrof ; 
the  VafiUIoftrof,  while  Ingria  w:is  in  pofleflion  of  the  Swedes, 
bore  the  name  of  GiVifaari ;  the  Apothecary's  ifland  was  called 
Korpofaari ;  Kammenoioftrof  wai  then  Kitzifaari ;  and  the 
parilh  where  Peterhof  ilands  was  called  TIrief. 

There 
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There  would  be  no  exaggeration  in  af&rmingv 
that  it  would  be  difficult  to  point  out  a  people  thac 
have  more  of  the  fpirit  of  trade  and  mercantile  in- 
duftry  than  the  Ruffians. .   Traffic  is  their  darling 
purfuit :  every  common  Ruffian,  if  he  can  but  by 
any  means  fave  up  a  trifling  fum  of  money,  as  it  is 
very  poffible  for  him  to  do,  by  his  frugal  and  poor 
way  of  living,  tries  to  become  a  merchant.     This 
career  he  ufually  begins  as  a  rafnofcbik,  or  feller  of 
things  about  the  ftreets ;  the  profits  arifmg  from 
this  ambulatory  trade    and   his  parfmiony  foon. 
enable  him  to  hire  a  lavka  or  (hop ;  where,  by 
lending  of  fmall  fums  at  large  interefl,  by  taking 
advantage  of  the  courfe  of  exchange,  and  by  em^ 
ploying  little  artifices  of  trade,  he  in  a  ihort  time 
becomes  a  pretty  fubilantial  man.     He  now  buys 
and  builds  houfes  and  (hops,  which  he  either  lets  to 
others*  or  fuinifhes  with  goods  himfelf,  putting  in  * 
perfons  to  manage  them  for  fmall  wages  ;  begins  to 
launch  out  into  an  extenfive  trade,  undertalces  po- 
driads,  contrafts  with  the  crown,  deliveries  of  mer- 
chandize, &c.      The  numerous  inilances  of  the 
rapid  fuccefs  of  fuch  people  almod  exceed  defcrip- 
tion.    By  thefe  methods,  a  ruffian  merchant,  named 
Sava  Yacovlef,  who  died  not  many  years  ago,  from 
a  hawker  of  fifh  about  the  ftreets  became  a  capitalift 
of  feveral  millions.     Many  of  thefe  favourites  of 
fortune  are  at  firfl  vafTals,  who  obtain  pafles  from 
their  landlords,  and  with  thefe  ftroU  about  the 
towns,  in  order  to  feek  a  better  condition  of  life,  as 

labourers. 
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labourers^  bricklayers,  and  carpenters,  thaa  they 
could  hope  to  find  at  the  piough-taii  in  the  gountry. 
Some  of  them  continue,  after  fortune  has  raifed 
them,  and  even  with  great  riches,  dill  flaves ;  pay« 
ing  their  k>rd,  in  proportion  to  their  circumflances, 
an  obrok  or  yearly  tribute.     Among  the  people  of 
this  clafs  at  Peterfburg  are  many  who  belong  to 
count  Sheremetof,  the  riched  private  man  in  Ruiiia, 
and  pay  him  annually  for  their  pafs  a  thoufand  and 
more  rubles.   It  often  happens  that  thefe  merchants, 
when  even  in  fplendid  circumftances,  dill  retain 
their  national  habit  and  their  long  beard  ;   and  it  is 
by  no  means  rare  to  fee  them  driving  along  the 
ftreets  of  the  refidence,  in  this  drefs,  in  the  moft 
elegant  carriages.     From  all  thi$  it  is  very  remark* 
able,  that  extremely  few  ruffian  houfes  have  fuc» 
ceeded  in  getting  the  foreign  commiffion  trade ;  a 
ftriking  proof  that  there  is  fomething  befides  induftry 
and  parfimony  requifite  to  mercantile  credit,   ia 
which  the  Ruffians  muft  hitherto  have  been  de- 
ficient. 

All  the  ways  of  gaining  a  livelihood  among  the 
working  clafs  have  an  intimate  conneclion.  The 
laifing  the  products,  their  manufaiElurCi  and  the 
barter  of  them,  are  equally  the  capital  of  the  nation, 
and  the  fource  of  its  profperity  and  wealth.  Among 
the  manufaftories  the  imperial  edabliihrnents  are  fo 
diftingyifhable  for  the  magnitude  of  their  plan  and 
the  richnefs  and  excellence  of  their  produdions, 
that  they  may  enter  into  competition  with  the  mod 

*7  celebrated 
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celebrated  inftitutions  of  the  fame  kind  in  any  othdr* 
country.     The  tapeftry  manufaftory,  which  weaves' 
both  hangings  and  carpeting,  produces  fuch  excel- 
lent work,  that  better  is  not  to  be  fefen  from  the 
Gobelines  ai  Paris'.    The  circumftance  that  at  pre- 
fent  only  native  Ruffians  are  employed,   enhances^ 
the  value  and  the  ctiriofity  of  the  eftabli(hment« 
Nowhere,  perhaps,  is  the  progrefs  of  the  nation  in 
civilization  more  ftriking  to  the  foreigner  than  irf 
the  fpacious  and  extenfive  work-rooms    of  this 
manufa:£tory.     The  porcelain  manufadory  likewife 
entertains,  excepting  the  modellers  a^d  arcanifts, 
none  but  ruffian  workmen,  amounting  in  all  to  the 
number  of  four  hundred,  and  produces  ware  that 
for  tafte  and  finencfs  of  execution  approaches  near 
to  their  beft  patterns.     The  clay  was  formerly  got 
from  the  Ural,  but  at  prefent  from  the  Ukraine^ 
and  the  quartz  from  the  mountains  of  Olonetz.    It 
is  carried  on  entirely  at  the  expence  of  government, 
to  which  it  annually  cofts  15,000  rubles  in  wages, 
and  takes  orders.     But  the  price  of  the  porcelain 
is  high  ;  and  the  general  prejudice  is  not  in  favour 
of  its  durability.     The  fayence  manufadory  ,ha8 
hitherto  made  only  ineifeftual  attempts  to  drive  out 
the  queen's  ware  of  England ;  but  the  neat  and 
elegant  chamber-ftoves  made  there,  give  it  the  con- 
fequence  of  a  very  ufeful  eftablifliment.     Almoft  all 
the  new-built  houfes  are  provided  with  the  excellent 
work  of  this  manufaftory  j  and  confiderable  orders 
are  executed  for  the  provinces.  —  A  bronze  manu- 

fadory. 
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faLQtory,  which  was  fet  up  for  the  ufe  of  the  con- 
ftmSion  of  the  Ifaak  church,  but  works  now  for 
the  court  and  private  perfons,  merits  honourable 
mention,  on  account  of  the  neatnefs  and  tafte  of  its 
executions.  —  More  remarkable  by  the  mechanifm 
of  their  conftruftion  are  the  ftone-cutring  works  at 
Peterhof.  All  the  inftrumcnts,  faws,  turning-lathes, 
cutting  and  poliffiing  engines,  are  worked  by  water 
under  the  floor  of  the  building.  Fifty  workmen  are 
here  employed  in  working  foreign,  and  efpecially 
ruffian  forts  of  fi:one  into  flabs,  vafes,  urns,  boxes^ 
columns,  and  other  ornaments  of  various  kinds  and 
magm'tudes.  —  Many  other  imperial  fabrics  for  the 
nfe  of  the  army,  the  mint,  &c.  are  carried  on  in 
rarious  places  j  but  the  defcription  of  them  would 
lead  us  beyond  our  limits. 

The  number  of  private  manufattories  at  prefent 
fubfifting  in  St.  Peterfburg  amounts  to  about  one 
hundred.  The  principal  materials  on  which  they 
are  employed,  fome  on  a  larger  and  others  on  a 
fmaller  fcalc,  are  leather,  paper,  gold  and  filver, 
fugar,  filk,  tobacco,  diftilled  waters,  wool,  glafs, 
clay,  wax,  cotton,  and  chintz.  Leather,  as  is  well 
known,  is  among  the  mod  important  of  their  ma- 
nu&dures  for  the  export  trade ;  accordingly  here 
are  fixteen  tanneries.  The  paper  manufadories 
amount  to  the  like  number,  for  hangings  and  ge- 
neral ufe.  Twelve  gold  and  filver  manufaftories 
fell  threads,  laces,  edgings,  fringes,  epaulets,  &c. 
Eight  fugar-works.     Seven  for  filk  goods,  gauze, 

VOL.  I.  p  cloths* 
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cloths,  hofe,  and  (luffs,  and  feveral  others.  Here 
mufl  not  be  forgotten  the  great  glafs-houTes  fet  up 
by  prince  Potcmkin,  where  all  the  various  articles 
for  ufe  and  ornament,  of  that  material,  are  made  ; 
but  particularly  that  for  looking-glafles,  where  they 
are  manufadured  of  fuch  extraordinary  magnitude 
and  beauty,  as  to  exceed  anything  of  the  kind  pro- 
duced by  the  famous  glafs-houfes  at  Murano  and 
Paris.  Among  many  others  which  we  have  not 
room  to  particularize,  are  no  lefs  than  five  letter- 
foundries,  one  manufactory  for  clocks  and  watches, 
&c.  &c. 

That  in  fo  large  and  opulent  a  city,  the  refidence 
of  a  brilliant  court,  the  neceffary  and  uftful  trades 
fhould  find  employment,  may  be  eafily  imagined  ; 
but  perhaps  it  is  not  generally  known,  that  in  a  city 
of  fo  modern  a  date,  that  for  the  fupply  of  not  only 
the  moft  neceffary,  but  alfo  of  the  mod  frivolous 
demands,  for  the  fimpleft  not  more  than  for  the 
moft  artificial  conveniencies,  for  the  moft  curious 
as  well  as  the  moft  ordinary  luxuries,  here  are  ar- 
tifts  and  workfhops  of  all  defcriptions.  Allured  by 
the  numerous  wants  of  a  great  city,  and  the  profu- 
fion  of  a  court,  many  thoufands  of  induftrious  and 
ingenious  foreigners  have  been  induced  to  fettle 
here ;  by  the  continual  influx  of  whom,  and  the 
communication  of  their  talents,  this  refidence  is 
become  not  only  the  feat  of  all  ingenious  trades, 
but  likewifr  a  fource  of  induftry,  which  flows  in 
beneficial  ftrcams  through  all  the  adjacent  provinces. 

No 
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No  country  has  contributed  in  fo  great  a  degree  to 
effect  this  falutary  change  as  Germany ;  all  ufeful 
trades,  and  a  great  part  of  thofe  for  the  accommo- 
dations of  luxury,  are  carried  on  by  Germans  and 
Ruffians  alone.  Next  to  the  Germans  in  this  refpedt 
come  the  Swedes :  fome  few  French  live  here  in 
the  capacity  of  rejlaurateurs^  cooks,  frifeurs,  clock* 
makerSj  atid  fome  others.  Two  or  three  breweries 
and  fome  handicrafts  are  profecuted  with  fuccefs  by 
Engliflimen.  Germans  are  difperfed  all  over  the 
empire :  upwards  of  twenty  thoufand  families  dwell 
in  the  Krimea  and  on  t^e  fhores  of  the  Volga ;  in 
Mofco,  Archangel,  and  feveral  of  the  inland  pro- 
vinces, many,  and  fome  of  them  confiderable  fa- 
milies, have  been  domefticated  from  the  beginning 
of  the  eighteenth  century  and  earlier. 

Of  the  trades  which  arc  followed  almoft  exclu- 
fively^by  the  Ruffians,  are  thofe  of  the  bricklayer 
and  carpenter.     Befides  the  bricklayers  and  mafons 
that   live  conftantly  at  St.  Peterfburg,    above   fix 
thouland  of  them  come  annually  from  the  provinces 
to  work  during  the  (hort  fummer.     Spacious  and 
handfome  buildings  are  ufually  conflruded  after 
the  plans  of  an  architeft,  of  whom  the  court  has 
fome  of  the  fir  ft  eminence  in  its  fervice,  and  under 
the  infpeflion  of  a  furveyor  ;  but  all  the  reft  is  per- 
formed by  ruffian  builders,     Thefe  and  the  mafons 
are  for  the  moft  part  boors,    who  employ  their 
paflport  in  working  for  the  ufe  and  embellifhment 
of  the  city.     It  is  impoffible  to  refrain  from  being 

/  D  2  furprifed 


36  OF   THE    COMMERCE   OF   RUSSIA., 

furprifcd  at  the  talent  for  imitation  that  forms  the 
prominent  feature  in  the  charafter  of  this  nation, 
on  feeing  how  quickly  thefe  clowniih  people,  defti. 
tute  of  all  idea  of  art,  attain  to  the  utmoft  dex- 
terity and  the  niceft  judgment  in  the  execucion  of 
thefe  works.  The plotnikiy  or  carpenters,  are  equally 
expert  in  the  ufe  of  their  axe,  \vhich,  though  fo 
fimple  in  its  con(lru£bion,  fupplies  with  them  the 
place  of  the  hammer,  the  plane,  the  faw,  and  the 
cbifel.  With  this  compendium  of  all  tools  they 
build  houfes,  make  tables,  chairs,  carts  —  in  (hort, 
all  the  neceifaries  of  common  life  that  can  be  niade 
of  wood.  On  account  of  their  dexterity  and  the 
cheapnefs  of  their  labour,  they  are  employed  in  th^ 
conftruftion  even  of  brick  and  ftone  houfes,  for 
executing  the  coarfer  carpentry. 

The  potteries  and  glazed  tile  works  are  all  in  the 
hands  of  RuflTians.  Befides  thefe,  the  natives  are 
the  only  butchers  and  gardeners.  The  latter  cul- 
tivate everything  which  the  foil  and  climate  can 
produce.  As  the  greateft  advantage  of  this  profcf- 
fion  is  to  produce  vegetables  at  extraordinary  fea- 
Ibns,  the  utmoft  endeavours  of  thefe  people  are 
exerted  to  that  end  j  and  perhaps  nowhere  under 
the  fame  parallel  are  all  the  vegetables  of  the  kitchen- 
garden  produced  fo  early  as  here.  This  trade  is 
moftly  followed  by  boors  from  Roftof  and  the  ad- 
jacent country,  who,  after  a  few  years  ftay,  return 
home  with  confiderable  property,  the  fruit  of  their 
indullry.     How  profitable  this  profeffion  muft  be, 

from 
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from  the  prevailing  luxury  of  the  table,  may  be 
cafily  conceived.  —  Prince  Potemkin,  during  his  laft 
fojourn  in  the  refidence,  dining  one  day  with  count 
Chemichef,  an  experimentaiy^/(?;i^i&/^,  green-feller, 
announced  himfelf  with  five  uncommonly  fine  cu- 
cumbers, which  exaftly  at  that  time  of  the  year 
were  extremely  rare^  and  of  which  the  prince  was 
known  to  be  particularly  fond.  The  houfe-fleward 
took  them  of  the  man,  and  prefented  them  to  his 
mafter,  who  was  fitting  at  table  with  the  prince. 
The  cucumbers  were  devoured  in  a  trice ;  and  the 
count  ordered  a  hundred  rubles  to  be  given  to  the 
green-feller,  as  a  prefent  for  the  agreeable  furprife : 
but  the  latter  who  had  already  learnt  that  his  goods 
were  irrevocably  gone,  rejected  the  prefent,  and 
demanded  the  payment  of  five  hundred  rubles ; 
till  at  length  he  was  with  great  difficulty  perfuaded 
to  be  contented  with  a  fmaller  fum. 

Thefe  and  a  few  other  leis  important  trades  are 
confined  folely  to  the  Ruffians.  In  all  the  reft  the 
Germans  are  as  numerous,  and  often  more  fo  than 
the  Ruffians.  This  is  principally  the  cafe  in  all 
handicrafts  that  depend  on  fafhion,  as  the  prejudices 
here  are  greatly  in  favour  of  foreigners.  Thus,  for 
example,  there  are  more  german  taylors  than  fhoe- 
makers,  in  proportion  to  Ruffians.  Among  the 
former  are  many  fubftantial  and  even  wealthy 
perfons,  who,  befides  their  houfe  in  town,  have 
another  in  the  country,  keep  an  equipage,  and 
whofe  wives  wear  diamonds.    Nay,  feveral  of  them 
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give  weekly  concerts  and  routs,  and  on  each  of  the 
family  feftivals  fpend  one  hundred  or  one  hundred 
and  fifty  rubles  on  the  table.  People  of  this  fort 
rife  above  their  trade ;  they  become  artifts ;  it  is 
not  fo  much  for  the  work  as  for  the  fafhion  that 
they  are  paid.  One  of  thefe  artifts  in  drefs,  whofe 
good  fortune  and  reputation  have  raifed  him  to 
opulence^ow  undertakes  nothing  more  than  the 
cutting  out  of  the  clothes,  and  then  gives  them  to 
other  taylors  to  few  them  together ;  for  this  trouble, 
under  the  article  pour  lafagorij  he  charges  five  and 
twenty  rubles.  Many  of  thefe  people  too  are  not 
merely  taylors,  but  belong  to  the  clafs  called  in 
France  marcbands'tailleurs.  Their  greateft  profit  is 
in  buying,  they  make  advances,  and  give  credit  to 
people  of  rank,  of  whom  they  have  frequently  fe- 
veral  thoufands  of  rubles  to  demand, 

Befides  the  trades  already  mentioned,  that  of  the 
fmith  is  one  of  the  moft  profitable ;  as  the  mafters 
can  employ  boors  in  the  coarfe  work,  and  who,  on 
firft  coming  from  the  country,  are  to  be  had  at 
very  low  wages.  The  generality  of  german  fmiths 
fucceed  very  well,  build  thcmfelves  good  houfes, 
and  leave  their  children  wherewith  to  begin  the 
world.  But  in*  general,  the  german  mechanic,  all 
things  confidered,  lives  nowhere  fo  well  as  here, 
as  he  can  nowhere  earn  fo  much  with  fo  much 
eafe.  The  bufinefs  of  the  mafter  confifts  in  looking 
after  his  workmen,  in  regulating  the  day's  work, 
in  taking  of  orders,  and  getting  in  his  debts.    At 

noon 
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noon  he  fits  down  to  a  well-furni(hed  table,  and 
the  evening  he  paflfes  in  one  or  other  of  the  nu- 
merous clubs  in  various  parts  of  the  town.  Far 
worfe  fares  it  with  the  ruffian  artifan.  His  work  is 
in  fome  cafes  (though  certainly  not  in  all,  for  the 
german  tnafter  has  often  only  ruffian  journeymen 
and  apprentices)  indeed  not  quite  fo  good;  but 
the  price  of  his  workmanfhip  is  always  far  inferior 
to  the  value  of  his  labour.  In  very  many  of  the 
mechanical  trades  the  Ruffians  already  perform  all 
that  can  reafonably  be  expe£led ;  and  from  thisj 
and  from  the  infolence  of  the  german  mafters,  then: 
cuftomers  increafe  from  year  to  year. 

Moft  of  the  trades  that  relate  to  luxuries  are 
here  canied  on  to  fuch  an  extent,  and  in  fo  great 
perfection,  as  to  render  it,  at  lead  for  the  refidence, 
unneceflary  to  import  thofe  articles  from  abroad. 
The  chief  of  thefe  are  works  in  the  nobler  metals. 
Here  are  forty-four  ruffian  and  one  hundred  and 
thirty-nine  foreign,  confequently  in  all  one  hundred 
and  eighty-three  workers  in  gold,  filver,  and  trinkets, 
as  mafters ;  and  befides  them  feveral  gilders  and 
(ilverers:  —  a  monftrous  difproportion,  when  com- 
pared with  thofe  employed  in  the  ufeful  and  indif- 
penfable  bufmefles.  The  pomp  of  the  court,  and 
the  luxury  of  the  rich  and  great,  have  rendered  a 
tafle  in  works  of  this  kind  fo  common,  and  carried 
the  art  itfelf  to  fuch  a  pitch,  that  the  moft  extra* 
ordinary  objefts  of  it  are  here  to  be  met  with. 
Several  of  them  are  wrought  in  a  fort  of  manu* 
h&OTj  :  in  one  fet  of  premifes  are  all  the  various 

D  4  workmen 
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working  ^nd  (hops  fpr  completing  the  moifc  ele* 
gant  devices,  ornaqiental  smd  ufeful,  from  the 
rough  bullion.  Even  the  embroiderers  in  gold 
and  iilver,  though  they  are  not  formed  into  a  com- 
pany^ are  yet  pretty  numerpus.  The  works  they 
produce  are  finifbed  in  fo  high  a  tafte>  that^  quan- 
tities of  them  are  fold  in  the  (bops  that  deal  in 
engliih  or  french  goods,  and  to  which  they  are 
not  inferior.  This  bufinefs,  which  is  a  perpetual 
fqurce  of  profit  to  a  great  number  of  widows  and 
young  women  of  flender  incomes,  forms  a  ftrong 
objedion  to  the  declamations  againfl:  luxury. 
Perhaps  the  remark  is  not  unneceflary,  that  fham 
laces  and. embroidery  cannot  here  be  ufed,  even  on 
tl)e  ftage.  Next  to  thefe  may  be  ranged  the  hoft 
of  milleners,  who  sire  moftly  of  french  defcent } 
ai\d  here,  as  in  Paris,  together  with  thdr  induftry 
are  endowed  with  a  variety  of  agreeable  and  profit- 
able ta,Ients.  Their  numbers  are  daily  increafing  i 
and,  furprifing!  the  greater  their  multitude,  the 
better  they  feem  to  thrive.  Their  work  is  neat, 
elegant,  and  modifh ;  but  they  certainly  bear  an 
enormous  price :  a  marchande  des  modes j  if  fhe  un« 
derftand  her  bufinefs,  is  fure  to  make  a  fortune. 
The  generality  of  them,  after  completing  this  aim, 
return  to  their  native  country. 

The  coachmaker's  trade  is  likewife  here  in  a 
floujifliing  flatc.     The  great  concerns  in  which 

* 

this  bufmefs  is  carried  on  in  all  its  parts,  from  the 
fiojple  fcrew  to  the  finefl  varaiib ;  the  folidity  and 

durability. 
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durability^  the  elegance  and  the  tafte  of  the  car« 
ijages  they  turn  out,  the  multitude  of  people,  and, 
in  ihort>  the  large  fums  of  money  that  are  enw 
ployed  in  them,  which  would  otherwife  be  fenC 
abroad  for  thefe  vehicles,  render  this  bufmefs  one 
of  the  moft  confequentiai  of  the  refidence.  In  the 
judgment  of  connoifleurs,  and  by  the  experience 
of  fuch  as  ufe  them,  the  carriages  made  here  yield 
in  nothing  to  thofe  of  Paris  or  London ;  and  in  the 
making  of  varnifh  the  Ruffians  have  improved 
upon  the  Englifli ;  only  in  point  of  durability  the 
carriages  are  faid  to  fall  ihort  of  thofe  built  by  the 
famous  workmen  of  the  laft-mentioned  nation; 
and  the  want  or  dry  timber  is  given  as  the  caufe  of 
this  failure.  With  all  thefe  advantages,  and  not« 
withftanding  the  vaft  diflference  in  price  of  thofe 
that  come  from  abroad,  which  is  greatly  enhanced 
by  the  high  dudes,  yet  they  are  yearly  imported 
to  a  great  amount ;  the  blame  of  which  pra£tice  is 
generally  laid  by  the  Ruffians  on  the  prejudices  of 
the  Englifh  merchants  (who  lead  the  fafliions  in 
moft  infbnces)  in  favour  of  the  carriages  of  their 
own  country.  The  Ruffians  have  fucceeded  in  ap« 
propriating  the  far  greater  part  of  this  bufinefs  to 
themfelves ;  the  fhape  of  their  carriages  i$  in  the 
height  of  the  mode,  the  vamifli  is  excellent,  and 
the  outward  appearance  elegant  and  graceful ;  but 
for  durability  their  reputation  is  flill  inferior  to 
^tfotc  even  of  the  german  workmen  here.  This 
cenfure  applies  to  all  the  ruffian  manufactures : 

their 
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their  exterior  is  often  not  to  be  found  fault  with  ;' 
but  they  are  deficient  in  the  folidity,  which  fo' 
much  recommends  the  work  of  other  countries. 
In  excufe  for  the  Ruffians,  one  thing  ought  not 
to  be  forgotten,  that  they  have  to  contend  with  an- 
obftacle  that  renders  it  impoffible  for  them  to  em- 
ploy fo  much  time;  labour,  and  expence  on  their 
work,  as  are  neceffary  for  bringing  it  to  the  ut- 
moft  intrinfic  perfe£Hon ;  and  which,  as  long  as  it 
continues,  will  confine  and  impede  the  progrefs  of 
national  induflry.  This  obftacle  is  the  general 
prejudice  in  favour  of  englifh  commodities,  which 
indeed  is  the  cafe,  more  or  lefs,  in  all  countries ; 
but  nowhere  in  fo  high  a  degree,  and  with  fuch 
exclufive  eflFe6}:s  as  here.  The  ruflian  manufac- 
turer, therefore,  naturally  ftrives  to  impofe  his 
work  on  the  cuftomer  for  foreign,  and  to  prefs  it 
iipoki  him  under  foreign  names  :  where  this  is  not 
pra£UcabIe,  (as  with  the  carriages  in  the  Taemfkoi, 
which  everybody  knows  to  be  ruffian,)  he  is  forced 
CO  facrifice  folidity  to  outward  appearance,  for 
which  he  can  only  expeft  to  be  paid.  A  chariot 
made  by  a  german  coachmaker  is  not  to  be  had 
under  fix  or  feven  hundred  rubles  ;  whereas  a  ruf- 
fian chariot  can  be  bought  for  half  the  money ; 
and  it  fometimes  happens  that  the  latter  is  even 
more  lafting  than  the  former. 

Joinery  is  praftifed  as  well  by  the  Ruffians  as  the 
Germans;  but  the  cabinet-maker's  art,  in  which 
the  price  of  th«  ingenuity  far  exceeds  the  value  of 

the 
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the  materials,  is  at  prefent  folely  confined  to  fome 
foreigners^  among  whom  the  Germans  diftinguifli 
themfelves  to  their  honour.     The  artifts  of  that 
nation  occafionally  execute  mafter-pieces,  made  at 
intervals  of  leifure  under  the  influence  of  genius 
and  tafte,  and  for  which  they  find  a  ready  lale  in 
the  refidence  of  a  great  and  magnificent   court. 
Thus  not  long  fince  one  of  thefe  made  a  cabinet^ 
which  for  invention,  tafte,  and  excellency  of  work- 
manihip,  exceeded  everything  that  had  ever  been 
feen  in  that  way.    The  price  of  this  piece  of  art  was 
feven  thoufand  rubles ;  and  the  artifl  declared,  that 
with  this  fum  he  ihould  not  be  paid  for  the  years  of 
application  he  had  beflowed  upon  it.     Another  mo- 
nument of  german  ingenuity  is  preferved  in  the 
academy  of  fciences,  in  the  model  of  a  bridge  after 
a  deGgn  of  the  ftate-counfellor  Von  Gerhard.    This 
bridge,  the  mod  magnificent  work  of  the  kind,  if 
the  poffibility  of  its  conftruciion  could  be  proved, 
confifts  of  eleven  arches,  a  draw- bridge  for  letting 
Ycffels  pafs,  diftind  raifed  footways  and  landing- 
places,  &c.     The  beauty  of  the  model,  and  the 
excellency  of  its   execution,    leave  everything  of 
the  fort  very  far  behind.  The  late  emprefs  rewarded 
the  artificer  with  a  prefent  of  four  thoufand  rubles, 
and  he  has  ever  fince  been  employed  by  the  court. 
Among  the  more  capital  undertakers  of  this  clafs 
are  people  who  keep  warehoufcs  of  ready-made 
goods  for  fale ;  one  in  particular,  who  has  by  him 
to  the  amount  of  many  thoufand  rubles,  in  inlaid 

or 


or  parqUetted  floors  of  all  kindff  of  wood,  patt^lDSy 
and  colours,  diat  only  require  to  be  put  together, 
which  may  be  done  in  a  few  days.    Another  con^ 
fines  himfelf  to  the  making  of  coffins^  of  which  he 
keeps  a  great  quantity,  of  every  form  and  fize, 
and  at  all  prices.    Several  of  thefe  dealers  on  a 
large  fcale  have  nehher  fliop,  nor  tools,  nor  journey- 
men, but  engage^  only  in  podriads ;  for  example, 
to  execute  all  the  timber  and  wood*work  in  a  new- 
built  houfe,  and  then  t^ke  on  the  neceflary  work- 
men,- over  whom  they  a£l  as  furveyors.  — -  Before 
we  diflnifs  this  fubjed,  a  man  and  his  work  muft 
be  mentioned,  who  does  honour  to  his  country, 
Germany ;  and  in  his  line  has  excelled  anything. 
ihzt  the  moft  refined  induftry  of  England  and  France 
has  ever  produced.    The  name  of  this  man  is 
Roentgen ;  he  is  a  native  of  Neuwied,  and  belongs 
to  the  kGt  of  Moravian  brethren.    He  has  lived 
many  years,  at  feveral  times,  in  St.  Peterfburg, 
and  has  embelliflied  and  enriched  the  palaces  of 
the  empre(s  and  the  great  perfonages  of  the  court 
with  the  a():oni(hing  produdions  of  his  art.     In  the 
imperial  hermitage  are  a  great  many  pieces  of  fur- 
niture, cabinets,  clocks,  and  other  works,   of  his 
invention  and  execution.    They  are  compofed  of 
the  greateft  variety  of  woods,  to  which  the  artift^ 
by  a  certain  preparation,  has  given  a  peculiar  hard- 
nefs  and  durability ;   and  which,  by  the  mofjk  U^ 
borious  and  extraordinary  mode  of  poliihing,  have 
received  a  glofs  which  needs  no  rubbing  for  its 

prefervadon. 
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preTervation.  The  workmanfliip  of  thefe  pieces  is 
not  iefs  wonderful  than  their  invention ;  not  a  joint 
is  vifible ;  all  is  fitted  fo  exadly  together  as  though 
it  were  molten  at  one  qift ;  fome  are  inlaid  with 
bronze-work  of  the  mod  beautiful  and  diverfified 
gilding ;  others  with  bas-reliefs,  gems,  and  antiques* 
But  the  mod  fuperlative  produdionof  this  artifl  is 
a  bureau  or  writing-defk,  which  the  emprefs  pre* 
fented  to  the  mufeum  of  the  academy  <^  fciences 
about  eight  years  ago.  Here  the  genius  of  the 
inventor  has  lavifhed  its  riches  and  its  fertility  in 
the  greateft  variety  of  compofitions :  all  feems  the 
work  of  enchantment.  On  opening  this  amazing 
de(k,  in  front  appears  a  beautiful  group  of  bas- 
reliefs  in  bronze  fuperbly  gilt ;  which,  by  the  flight^ 
eft  preflure  on  a  fpring,  vanifhes  away,  giving 
place  to  a  magnificent  writing-flat  inlaid  with  gems. 
The  fpace  above  this  fiat  is  devoted  to  the  keeping 
of  valuable  papers  or  money.  The  bold  hand  that 
(hould  dare  to  invade  this  fpot  would  immediately 
be  its  own  betrayer :  for,  at  the  leaft  touch  of  the 
table-partj  the  mod  charming  drains  of  foft  and 
plaindve  mufic  indantly  begin  to  play  upon  the  ear  ; 
the  barreUorgan  whence  it  proceeds  occupying  the 
lower  part  of  the  delk  behind.  Several  fmall  draw- 
ers for  holding  the  materials  for  writing,  &c.  like- 
wife  dart  forward  by  the  prefFure  of  their  fprings, 
and  fliut  again  as  quickly,  without  leaving  behind 
a  trace  of  their  exidence.  If  one  would  change 
the    table-part    of  the   bureau   into   a    reading- 

delk. 
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ddkf  from  the  upper  part  a  board  fprings  forward^ 
from  which,  with  incredible  velocity,  all  the  parts 
of  a  commodious  and  well-contrived  readingd^fk 
expand,  and  take  their  proper  places.  But  the 
mechanifin  of  this  performance  of  art,  as  well  as 
its  outward  ornaments,  (hould  be  feen,  as  nothing 
can  be  more  difficult  to  defcribe.  The  inventor 
offered  this  rare  and  aftoniihing  piece  to  the  emprefs 
Catharine  II.  for  twenty  thoufand  rubles ;  but  fhe 
generoufly  thought  that  this  fum  would  be  barely 
fuffident  to  pay  for  the  workmanihip :  (he  there- 
fore recompenfed  his  talent  with  a  farther  prefent 
oJF  five  thoufand  rubies. 

Several  other  branches  of  trade  and  commerce 
might  be  mentioned  ^  but  thefe  may  fuffice  for  the 
i^fbrmation  of  the  readers  of  the  prefent  work, 
efpecially  as  in  this  part  of  it  we  mufl  neceffarily 
confult  brevity. 

For  want,  however,  of  a  true  ftatement  of 
weights,  meafures,  and  coins,  readers  juftly  com- 
plain of  difficulties  in  comprehending  the  authors 
who  treat  of  foreign  countries :  we  will  therefore 
conclude  our  Preliminaries  with  the  neceffary  in- 
formation on  thofe  fubjeds  with  regard  to  the  pre- 
fent work. 

The  ruffian  foot  is  exaftly  the  fame  with  the  eng- 
lifli,  which  was  adopted  by  Peter  the  great  for 
the  fleet,  and  is  now  become  the  ftandard  for  the 
whole  empire.     It  is  divided  into  twelve  inches ; 

every 
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every  inch  into  ten  lines,  and  every  line  into  ten 
Icruples. 

The  ruflian  yard  is  called  arfliine.  It  is  in 
length  28  englifh,  or  26^  French  inches.  It  is  divid- 
ed into  16  verflioks,  each  of  which  is  therefore  li 
englifli  inches — 93^  arfliines  make  1 00  ells  of  Berlin 
— 97xar(hines  make  100  ells  of  Amfterdam — 8ot4 
arfhines  make  lOo  ells  of  Hamburgh,  &c.  At  Riga 
they  Ibmetimes  meafnre  by  the  ell^  formerly  in  com- 
mon life  there,  whereof  100  make  only  777  arfluttes* 

The  rnffian  fathom  (fajene)  is  7  engliih  f^set 
or  3  ar(hines ;  the  englifh  and  the  dutch  a^e  no 
more  than  6  feet. 

A  ruffian  verft  is  the  length  of  500  fathoms 
(lajene),  which  are  equal  to  3500  englifli  feet. 
A  geographical  mile  contains  6  verfts  475  fajenes 
and  7^  arfliines ;  and  a  geographical  degree  104^ 
verils,  or,  exadly  fpeaking,  104  vcrfis  1314  fa- 
jenes and  7t^  verflioks.  An  englifli  mile  is  i 
verft  368  fajenes  and  2  ^  arfliines  ;  60  englifli  miles 
are  equal  to  i  degree  of  latitude,  as  are  104  ruf- 
fian verfts ;  a  french  league  4  verfts  84  fajenes ; 
a  fwedifli  mile  10  verfts  and  17  fajenes. 

Superficies  are  always  reckoned  by  fquare  verfts, 
defxttines,  and  fquare  fajenes,  but  moft  commonly 
by  defsettines.  A  defsettine  is  80  fajenes  or  560 
englifh  feet  long,  and  30  fajenes  or  210  feet  broad. 
It  contains  therefore  2400  fquare  fajenes  or  1 17,600 

ruffian  and  englifh  fquare  feet. 

Weights. 
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WiraHTs.  —  The  lead  ruffian  weight  Is  a  folot- 
luk,  weighing  68,  but,  according  to  the  ruffian 
phannacopoeia,  70  medicinal  grains.  In  the  com- 
mon courfe  of  trade  the  folotnik  is  divided  into  f,  }» 
and  •!• ;  but  the  affayers^  jewellers,  and  goldfmiths, 
divide  it  into  96  parts,  and  call  each  a  part :  a 
diamond,  for  example,  weighs  2-^,  &c. 

A  ruffian  loce  weighs  3  folotniks. 

A  pound  contains  ^2  lote  ot  96  folotniks,  which 
make  8512  apothecary  grains,  or  7452  dutch  afle. 
BitF^-and-forty  ruilian'. pounds  are  38  hamburgh 
poimds.  The  parts  of  a  pound  are  ufually  named 
by  folotniks ;  what,  for  inftance,  weighs  7  lote,  is 
fatd  to  weigh  2 1  folotniks. 

Thirty.flx  pounds  englifh,  or  40  pounds  rufs 
make  a  pobd^ 


COIN^     Gold. 

Iiapcrial       ... 

10  rubles. 

• 

Half  Imperial 

5 

SUvcr. 

Ruble     .... 

100  copecks, 

Half.rublc     -       -       - 

5« 

Quarter-ruble    -    ,.     - 

25 

Twenty- copeek  piece 

20 

Fifteen- copcek  piece     - 

15 

Grievnik       -       -       . 

10 

Five-copcek  piece 

5 

Copper. 

Petaki  (5-cop*  piece)     - 

5 

Grofch      .... 

2 

Copeek       -      .      -      . 

I 

Denufhka     .      .      •      . 

T    , 
1 

Polufhka     -      .      .       . 

I 

4 

*.*     It 
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*^p*  It  IS  neceffary  to  mention,  that  the  relative 
value  of  the  ruble  to  the  money  of  other  countries 
varief  with  the  courfe  of  exchange;  it  will  be, 
however,  generally  adequate  to  all  hiftorical  pur- 
pofes,  if  the  reader  reckons  the  ruble  at  four  fhil-* 
lings.  Dividing  by  five  ^ill  then  give  him  the 
fums  fpecified  in  pounds  fterling.  This  may  ferve 
for  the  period  of  this  hiftory :  but  at  prefent,  1798, 
the  ruble  is  worth  no  more  than  two  ihillings. 
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EMPRESS  CArUARINE  11. 


CHAR    I. 


Evenis previous  io  the  Revolution  in  the  Tear  \y62l 
—  Birth  and  early  Tears  of  the  Emprefs.  —  Mar'- 
riage  with  the  Grand  Duke  Peter  Fedorovitch.  — 
Tran/aSions  till  the  Death  of  Elizabeth. 

It  is  now  fcarcely  poflible  for  any  great  events 
to  efcape  the  pen  of  hiftory ;  and  thofe  which  it 
feems  to  record  with  mod  delight  are  the  fangui- 
nary  cataftrophes  that  fhake  empires  to  their  bafcj 
or  caufe  the  reins  of  government  to  pafs  from  one 
hand  to  another.  Vain  then  would  be  the  at* 
tempt  to  conceal  or  difguife  the  caufes  of  that  re- 
volution which,  in  1762,  brought  the  throne  of 
Ruilia  under  another  fovereign.  Many  will,  doubt- 
lefs,  be  the  writers  who  will  endeavour  to  unveil 
them  i  and  therefore  it  is  of  confequence  that  pof- 
terity  ihould  faithfully  be  made  acquainted  with 
that  tran£a^on« 

£3  la 
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In  order  to  form  a  true  judgment  of  the  charac- 
ter of  Peter  HI.  of  his  fiaulings  and  misfortunes, 
«e  muft  firft  caft  an  eye  over  the  reign  of  Eliza- 
beth, to  difcover  the  intrigues  that  were  formed 
againfl  her  nephew  by  the  ambitious  and  faithlef$ 
courtiers  of  that  princefs. 

Elizabeth  Petrovna  was  the  daughter  of  Peter 
the  great  and  the  firft  Catharine;  who,  notwith- 
ftanding  her  great  power,  was  obhged,  at  her 
death,  to  leave  the  throne  to  the  young  *  Peter  11. 
fon  of  the  unfortunate  tzarovitch  Alexius,  deca- 
pitated  by  order  of  his  father. 

Peter  II.  reigned  only  three  years,  and  was  foU 
lowed  f  by  the  emprefs  Anne,  daughter  of  the 
tzar  Ivan,  elder  brother  of  Peter  the  firft. 

To  Anne,  in  1740  J,  fucceeded  Ivan  III.  her 
nephew,  being  yet  in  his  cradle ;  and  who,  by  st 
confpiracy  headed  by  a  german  furgeon  of  french 
extraction,  named  Leftocq,  was  dethroned,  thir« 
teen  months  afterwards  ||,  for  the  purpofe  of  raif« 
Ing  Elizabeth  to  the  fovereign  power  §» 

£lizabetb| 

•  May  18,  1727.  +  February  I,  1730, 

%  The  28lh  of  06tobcr^  ||  December  7,  1741. 

§  Leftocq  became,  in  his  turn,  the  viciim  of  a  cabal  that  wa^ 
formed  agaiull  him.  The  chancellor  Befluchef,  and  fcveral 
pl)icr  pourticrs,  ficcufed  him  to  the  emprefs  Elizabeth  of  holding 
^  dangerous  CQircfpoDdence  with  the  ambaitador  of  PrufHa ;  and 
the  deluded  princefs  facrjBced  to  their  aoimofity  the  man  to 
^hom  (he  owed  her  crown.  Leftocq  was  deprived  of  all  his 
prppcftyi  and  exiled  to  s|  mifeiable  village  in  the  province  of 
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Elizabeth^  it  is  faid^  bore  a  Hkenefs  to  the  hand* 
fbme  Catharine  her  mother,  and  even  tranfcend- 
«d  her  in  beauty.  She  ims  of  an  advantageous 
hdght)  and  of  a  figure  remarkably  well  propor- 
tioned }  and  though  her  features  were  rather  large, 
her  countenance  difplayed  an  inexpref&ble  fweet- 
ncfe,  ftill  increafed  by  the  charms  of  her  convet- 
fation,  whkh  was  often  gay,  and  almofl:  always 
flattering*  But  if  fhe^  equalled  her  mother  in  thpfe 
advantages  which  render  the  fociety  of  a  woman  fo 
agreeable ;  if  (be  furpaifed  her  in  the  immoderate 
love  of  pleafure ;  (he  was  very  far  from  pofleffing, 
like  her,  that  (trength  of  mind  which  gives  to  them 
to  whofe  &are  it  fallsj  the  irrefiftible  afcendant 
over  all  that  furround  them.  Inftead  of  having  the 
art  of  commanding,  Elizabeth  fubmitted  herfelf 
continually  to  the  guidance  of  others;  and  this 
weaknefs  was  a  primary  caufe  of  the  misfortunes 
of  Peter  III. 

lliat  ihe  might  fecure  her  independencej  Elisa- 
beth conftantly  refufed  to  take  a  hufband,  with 
whom  (he  muft  have  (bared  the  empire ;  but  fht 
did  not  the  more  abftain  from  voluptuous  gratifi- 
cations, or  even  tailing  the  pleafures  of  the  mater- 


■^■^^ 


ATchangel,  where  he  was  abandoned  to  the  cxtremeft  indigence. 
Peter  III.  recalled  him ;  but  a  part  of  his  property  was  loft^ 
which  he  did  not  regret,  any  more  than  the  court,  where  he 
ceafed  to  appear^  as  he  was  now  apprifed«>f  its  dangers.  He 
djf4  9X  P^tcrfturg  in  1767. 
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nal  ftate ;  ^nd  as^  with  her  other  iniirmltieSj  flie 
had  that  of  being  ^  bigot,  the  field-marfhal  Alexoy 
Gregorieyitch  RazumofKky,  her  grand-veneur,  fuc- 
cecded  in  determining  her  privately  to  give  him 
her  hand.  The  counts  Tarrakanof  and  their 
fifter*  were  the  fruit  of  this  clandeftine  union. 
Razumoffkytj  however,  was  not  the  only  lover 
of  Elizabeth ;  ihe  found  it  agreeable  to  make  fre^- 
quent  changes ;  but  the  crafty  favourite  permitted 
none  to  be  prefented  to  her  view,  except  fuch  as 
)ie  thought  to  have  too  little  underftanding  or  am- 
bition to  attempt  a  competition  with  him* 

To  her  propenfity  to  voluptuoulhefs,  Elizabeth 
ftrft  added  the  love  of  good  cheer,  and  then  gave 
berfelf  up  to  the  pleafures  of  wine.  Banquets, 
balls,  mafquerades,  the  mod  frivolous  amufements, 
yfQTC  preferable  in  her  mind  to  the  perplexities  and 

♦  Wc  (hall .hereafter  relate  the  unhappy  end  of  this  young 
prlnc^fs,  and  the  cnid.  treatment  (he  experienced  from  Catharine 
II.  and  Alexius  Orlof,  when  fhe  was  brought  off  by  the  latter 
from  Rome,  whither  fhe  had  been  condufled  by  prince  Radzcvil. 
One  of  the  brothers,  Tarrakanof,  is^iU  alhrc.  The  other  died 
xniferably  at  Peterfburg.  Being  defigned  to  be  admitted  into 
^hc  college  of  Mines,  he  attended  a  courfe  of  chcmlftry  under 
profcffor  Lchmann  :  and  in  fetting  on  the  furnace  a  vcffel  filled 
vrith  poifpnous  ingredients,  he  broke  it,  and  was  fuffocated. 

f  The  emprefs  Elizabeth  loaded  Alexius  Razunioffky  with 
t>enefit8.  She  made  him  a  prefent  of  the  palace  Annitzko|» 
yrhich,  after  the  death  of  that  favourite,  lapfed  back  to  the  do- 
niatns  of  the  crown  :  and  it  is  a  remarkable  circumilance,  that 
(^a^hari^e  XL  af^erw^rds  t^ftpwcd  this  palace  on  prince  Potemkin. 

troubles 
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troubles  of  bufinefs ;  and  therefore  confumed  the 
days  ihe  had  promifcd  to  employ  for  the  profperity 
of  the  empire. 

Count  Ivan  Ivanovitch  Shuvalof  was  one  of  the 
favourites  of  Elizabeth  ;  but  he  made  no  other  ufe 
of  his  influence  than  as  a  means  of  augmenting 
his  wealth,  which  was  already  enormous ;  leaving 
the  afts  of  intrigue  to  his  coufm  Peter  Ivanovitch 
Shuvalof  *.  Skilled  in  the  ways  of  flattery,  Ivan 
Shuvalof  made  humanity  and  glory  the  chief  fub- 
jedts  of  his  difcourfe  with  the  emprefs.  He  extort- 
ed from  her,  by  various  means,  prefents  of  immenfe ' 
value,  and  infpired  her  with  the  defire  of  caufmg 
the  hiftory  of  Ruffia  to  be  compofed ;  a  dcfire 
which  he  was  artful  enough  likewife  to  turn  to  his 
;idvantage,  by  attrading  to  himfelf  the  praifes  of 
Voltaire. 

But  the  perfon  who  had  for  a  long  time  the  mod 
influence  on  the  mind  of  Elizabeth,  was  the  grand 
chancellor  Alexey  Beftuchef  Riumin  f ,  the  boldefl: 

•  Peter  Ivanovitch  Shuvalof  had  conceived  the  hope  of  felz* 
kkg  the  throne  to  the  prejudice  of  the  grand  duke  ;  but  thb  pro* 
jc^  appeared  fo  extravagant,  that  Eh'zabeth  herfelf  only  made 
it  a  fubjeA  for  laughter, 

•f  The  grand  chancellor  was  the  fon  of  a  fcottlfh  officer,  nam- 
ed Bed,  whom  Peter  the  great  brought  with  him  at  his  return 
from  England.  Beft,  which  In  the  ruffian  language  fignifics 
If^aj^f  18  a  horrid  term  of  abufe,  when  applied  to  a  man  or 
vroman  ;  therefore  Peter  familiarly  told  him  to  change  It.  **  If 
your  majcfty  does  not  approve  of  my  name,'*  faid  the  lieutenant* 
**  I  bcfcech  you  to  alter  it  to  your  own  mind."  - —  **  Well  th^n," 
returned  the  tzar,  "  let  it  be  Beftuchef,  and  thou  art  a  ruffian 
^t  once." 

and 
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and  the  ableft  man  of  all  that  attended  the  im« 
|>erial  court.  Though  not  her  lover,  he  governed 
at  once  the  emprefs,  her  favourite,  and  the  mi- 
liifters  of  (late ;  he,  in  a  manner,  direded  the  affairs 
of  the  empire  both  at  home  and  abroad. 

Beftuchef  had  applied  himfcif  to  bufinefs  and 
intrigue  for  more  than  forty  years.  After 
having  accompanied  the  ruffian  ambaffadors  at  the 
congrefs  of  Utrecht,  he  had  improved  himfelf  in 
England  under  the  minifters  of  George  I.  At  his 
return  to  Peterlburg,  he  was  appointed  minifter  ta 
the  court  of  Stockholm,  and  afterwards  to  that  of 
Copenhagen.  At  length  he  became  arrached  to 
Anna  Ivanovna,  duchefs  of  Courland,  who,  on  her 
coming  to  the  throne,  commiffioned  him  to  repair 
to  Hamburgh  in  quality  of  envoy  extraordinary  to 
the  circle  of  Lower  Saxony.  Being  devoted  to  the 
ferocious  Biren,  he  was  at  firft  arreted  with  him, 
but  he  was  dextrous  and  lucky  enough  to  efcape 
partaking  in  his  exile.  On  Elizabeth's  acceffion  to 
the  crown,  Leftocq  prefented  to  her  Beftuchef,  who, 
being  foon  promoted  to  the  place  of  grand  chan« 
cellor,  on  the  dieath  of  prince  Tfcherkafki,  fucceffor 
of  Oftermann,  employed  his  influence  in  repaying 
the  frienJfhlp  of  Leftocq  with  the  blackeft  in- 
^atitude. 

Beftuchef  was  not  only  jealous  of  the  favour 
which  Leftocq  enjoyed,  but  hated  him  befides  for 
his  prtialty  to  France.  The  departure  of  La 
C^betjrtlie  had  Jefc  ^t  th?  <;ourt  of  Petcrfburg  an  open 

fieI4 
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field  for  the  intrigues  of  Auftria  and  England,  the 
/eSe£ts  whereof  at  his  return  he  was  not  able  to 
flop*.  Peftuchef found  means  to  perfuade  Eliza- 
beth that  the  french  ambaflador  was  only  returned 
to  form  cabals  againft  her.  He  had  the  infamous 
audacity  to  procure  the  aflaflination  of  a  courier  of 
that  minifter,  and  having  feifed  the  difpatches  in 
.cypher,  which  he  interpreted  according  to  his  own 
pleafure,  he  repaired  to  the  emprefs  and  laid  them 
before  her,  with  aflurances  that  they  were  replete 
:with  calumnies  and  dangerous  machinations.  What 
he  faid  gained  credit  with  Elizabeth,  who  in  con- 
fequence  gave  orders  for  La  Chetardie  to  leave  her 
court.  The  ambaflador  accordingly  fet  out.  Having 
been  informed  of  the  murder  of  his  courier,  he  had 
fome  apprehenfions  that  a  iimilar  a£l  of  violence 
might  be  perpetrated  upon  himfcif ;  and  in  this  he 
was  not  deceived  j  for,  before  he  could  reach  the 
borders  of  Ruflia,  he  was  aflaulted  by  the  emiflarics 
of  Beftuchef,  who  fired  at  him  feveral  times,  and 
Jellied  a  fervant  that  (lood  behind  his  carriage. 

Some  time  after  this  Beftuchef  fucceeded  fo  far  a( 
to  raife  fufpicions  in  the  mind  of  the  emprefs- againft 
Leftocq,  The  unhappy  Leftocq  was  arretted,  ftrip- 
ped  of  all  his  property,  and  baniflied  to  a  village  in 
the  province  of  Archangel,     Thus  the  two  men  who 

•  Auftria  and  England  furnlfhcd  Beftuchef  with  large  fums  of 
money.  This  minifter  was  a  great  gamefter ;  and  whenever  he 
loft,  he  paid,  not  with  rullian  coin,  but  with  guineat  or  with 
f  crmaa  ducats^ 

had 
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basd  moft  contributed  to  raife  Elizabeth  to  the 
JioYerqgnty,  were  on  a  flight  fufpicion  {acrificed  by 
her :  a  hmentable  example  for  thofe  who  reckon  on 
the  gratitude  of  princes ! 

In  the  meantime,  Elizabeth,  determining  to 
deprive  the  family  of  Anna  Ivanovna  of  all  hope  of 
re-afcending  the  throne,  nominated  as  her  fucceflbr 
Charles  Peter  Ulric,  fon  of  the  duke  of  Holftein 
Gottorp  by  Anne  daughter  of  Peter  the  great ;  and, 
having  called  him  to  Peterfburg  m  1 742,  (he  made 
him  abjure  lutheranifm  and  adopt  the  greek  religion, 
aflfume  the  name  of  Peter  Fedorovitch,  and  declared 
him  grand  duke  of  Rudia  and  her  prefumptive 
heir ;  this  prmce  being  at  that  time  only  fourteen 
years  of  age. 

Thd  very  next  day  to  that  whereon  Peter  was  ap- 
pointed fucceflbr  to  the  emprefs  Elizabedi  *,  three 
ambafladors  from  Sweden  arrived  at  Peterfburg  to 
announce  to  that  young  prince,  that  the  fenate  of 
Stockholm  had  made  choice  of  him  to  fill  the  place 
of  Frederic  I.  who  from  his  great  age  was  no  longer 
able  to  fway  the  fceptre.  Peter,  having  jufl;  devoted 
himfelf  to  Riiflia,  thought  himfelf  not  at  liberty  to 
accept  the  elecUon  of  the  Swedes  j  fortune  fecming 
to  ofier  him  two  crowns  almofl:  at  once,  only  to 
render  that  which  he  fliould  prefer  more  fatal  to 
him.   Returning  thanks  to  the  fwedifli  ambafladors, 

♦  He  m*  named  grand  duke  the  17th  of  November,  and  the 
fiwedifti  ambafladors  arrived  the  1 8th.  —Thcfc  ambafladors  were 
count  Bonde  and  the  barons  Hamilton  and  Scboefcr* 

the 
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the  prince  charged  them  to  exhort  the  fenate  to 
chufe  for  their  king  the  bifhop  of  Lubeck,  Adolphus 
Frederic  of  llolftein,  his  uncle,  who  was  accords 
ingly  eleded  at  the  expiration  of  fome  months. 

Peter  might  by  his  birth  have  fooner  preferred 
his  claim  to  the  imperial  crown ;  but  the  law  en- 
a&ed  by  his  grandfather  Peter  L  concerning  the 
freedom  of  choice  in  naming  a  fucceflbr  *^  and  fc^ 
veral  revolutions,  had  been  againft  him*  On  the 
death  of  Peter  in  1725,  his  widow  Catharine  L 
got  poifeilion  of  the  throne,  more  by  the  boldnefs 

*  Peter  I.  puihing  defpotifm  to  its  utmoft  extremity,  had 

made  a  law»  which  authorized  the  fovereign  to  defignate  for  hif 

facccflbr  wh«m  he  would.     This  law  was  eafily  eluded  In  acoun^ 

tiy  where  the  extding  monarch  confidcrs  what  has  heen  enaded 

by  his  predecefTors  as  obhgatory  only  when  ft  is  his  intereft  to  do 

fo,  where  the  conftitution  and  the  form  of  government  have  ne 

fecuritiet*     However,  the  law  was  made  and  adopted ;  and  it 

was  not  for  the  legiHator  to  be  the  fird  to  infringe  it.     Peter  died 

without  deiignating  his  fuccefTor,  without  even  knowing  who 

ihould  fin  his  thrune.     That  monarch  put  his  Ton  to  death,  that 

his  fceptre  might  not  fall  into  hands  which  he  thought  not  able  to 

wield  it ;  thus  ilifling  the  fentimcfits  of  paternal  affe^ion  from 

ittachmcnt  to  the  empire  he  had  formed.     Though  apprehen^ 

fin  that  his  painful  and  glorious  labours  would  not  be  continued, 

that  prince,  inflead  of  naming  his  fucceflbr,  and  thereby  declaring 

to  his  people  him  on  whom  he  founded  his  hopes,  died  without 

foftfeeing  the  troubles,  the  incalculable  misfortunes,  fuch  a  ne- 

gled  might  produce.     What  an  error  in  a  legiflator !  what  incoB- 

fiftency  tn  the  condu6t  of  Peter  1     So  true  it  is,  that  the  greateft 

nan  is  fometimcs  guilty  of  faults  which  an  ordinary  perfon  would 

hitc  avoided. 

cf 
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of  Mcntchicof,  than  in  confcquence  of  her  huf« 
band's  vilL    After  her  death,  which  happened  in 
iyt7t  the  defcendants  of  Peter  recovered  the  fuc* 
ceiTion.      His  grandfon,  the  fon  of  the  imfortu*. 
nate  Alexey  Petrovitch,  inherited  the  throne,  which 
had  been  bequeathed  him  by  his  ftep-grandmother ; 
but  with  this  condition,  that  in  cafe  he  fhould  die 
without  an  heir,  then  her  children  by  Peter  the 
great  ibould  fucceed.    By  the  premature  death  of 
Peter  II.  in  1730,  the  male  line  of  the  ruffian  tzars 
of  the  houfo  of  Romanof  became  extin£l :  the  fe- 
male fucceeded  of  courfe.     But,  during  the  lafl 
teign,  a  council  of  its  own  ereSion,  afluming  the 
ftyle  of  the  high  privy  council,  and  taking  upon 
itfcif  the  defpotic  decifion  in  all  matters  of  (late,  in 
order  to  fecure  its  authority,  found  it  neceflary  ta 
circumfcribe  that  of  the  princes.    This  council  jufl:- 
ly  imagined,  that    the    family  of  Peter  the  great 
would  never  fubmit  to  any  binding  capitulation, 
and  arbitrarily  paffed  by  his  daughters.     Anna  Pe- 
trovina,  the  elded,  already  deceafed  in  17 28,  was 
the  mother  of  Charles  Peter  Ulric,  duke  of  Hoi- 
•ftein  Gottorp,  who,  therefore,  for  this  time,  loft 
the  fucceffion.     The  fecond  daughter,  Elizabeth, 
was  likewife  paflfed  over:    and  the  views  of  the 
nation  were  turned  to  the  female  pofterity  of  the 
emperor  Ivan  Alexieyvitch.     But  that  elder  bro- 
ther of  Peter  the  great,  and  for  a  time  his  partner 
in  the  empu-ej  had  voluntarily  relinquifhed  the  go- 
vernment,. 
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irernment,  and  left  it  to  the  latter  alone :  accor^T 
lugly  the  offspring  of  the  latter  fhould  of  right  fuc« 
Ceed  to  the  fovereigns  their  progenitors,  even  if  no 
regard  were  to  be  paid  to  the  teflament  of  Catharine* 
Sut  in  refped  to  the  family  of  Ivan,  the  council 
90W  purfued  a  like  arbitrary  condudt,  by  exclude 
ing  the  elded  daughter  Catharina  and  her  pofterity 
from  the  throne,  becaufe  they  dreaded  the  impe- 
tuous  temper  of   her  hufband,  Charles  Leopold 
duke  of  Mecklenburg.     The  fecond  daughter  Anna 
Ivanovna  became  emprefs  in  1730,  under  a  very 
limiting  capitulation,  iwhich  in  a  fortnight  after-^ 
wards  fbe  tore  in  pieces.    The  poderity  of  Peter 
was  farther  and  farther  removed  from  the  fuccef* 
fion.    Anna  named  her  nephew,  the  infant  fon  of 
her  elder  fift^  Catharina*   who  in  the  meantime 
died,  to  be  her  fuccefibr  :  and  this  child  was  called 
to  be  emperor,  under  a  regency,  upon  the  demife 
of  his  aunt  in  1740.     Three  weeks  after,  a  revolu- 
tion difplaced  the  guardian  Biren  duke  of  Cour- 
land;    and  from  that  event  a  year  had  fcarcely 
elapfed  when  a  fecond  revolution  depofed  the  in« 
fiut  emperor,  the  regent-mother,  and  the  whole 
fiimily.      Elizabeth  Petrovna  was  raifed    to   the 
throne  in  December  i74r,  who  immediately,  as 
was  before  obferved,  called  Peter,  the  only  fon  of 
her  deceafed  elder  fider  Anna,  in  order  to  nom> 
Aate    him  grand  duke  and  heir  to  the  imperial 
throne. — Thus  then,  though  late^  the  fucceflion 
was  recovered  by  the  rightful  heirs,  according  to 
9  tb^ 
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the  hvr  of  primogeniture  obferved  in  all  the  reft 
of  Europe. 

Peter  having,  as  we  have  before  obferved,  pub* 
licly  adopted  the  greek  religion,  and  received  at 
his  confirmation  the  name  of  Peter  Fedoro- 
vitch*,  was  now  folenmly  proclaimed  grand 
duke,  with  the  title  of  imperial  Highnefs,  and 
declared  fucceflbr  to  the  throne;  at  the  end  of 
which  ceremony  all  prefent  took  the  oath  to  main- 
tain  his  fucceflion. 

In  1 745,  the  emprefs  refolved  to  provide  him  a 
fpoufe.  Elizabeth  and  the  great  Frederic  of  Pruffia 
were  ftill  upon  amicable  terms.  They  took  up  the 
aflaifs  of  Sweden ;  and  the  emprefs  firft  made  the 
propofal,  in  1 744,  to  marry  the  new  lieir-apparent 
with  Louifa  Ulrica,  the  king  of  Pruffia's  fifter. 
For,  it  is  faid  in  the  contemporary  accounts,  that 
Elizabeth  prcpofed  to  the  king  a  connexion  be- 
tween his  youngeft  fifter,  Anna  Amelia  f ,  and  her 
nephew.    But  Frederic,  who  was  not  fond  of  the 

*  It  is  ufual  in  Riillia  to  add  to  tlie  chridian  name  thechnfliani 
name  of  their  father,  with  the  termination  oviiclf  or  evitcb^  which 
denotes  the  fon,  a;>  ovna  or  evrta  implies  the  daughter.  Bjr  this 
means  foreigners,  on  coming  into  this  country,  drop  the  name 
they  have  hitherto  borne,  and  are  known  by  another.  Thus  a 
Mr.  John  Jennings,  if  his  father's  name  were  John,  on  his  arrival 
hjore  it  Ivan  Ivanovitch,  and  his  filler  Anne  will  be  Anna  Ivan* 
ovna. —Theodore,  in  ruffian  orthography,  is  Feodor  or  FedoTf 
and  is  alfo  adopted  for  Frederic. 

f  Sbedicdahbcfs  of  Quedlinburg  in  1787. 

changes 
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changes  of  religion  required  in  this  country  on  fuch 
occafionSj  declined  the  oflFer;  the  acceptance  of 
which  might  perhaps  have  occafioned  him  one  for- 
nudable  foe  the  lefs  in  the  feven  years  war.  In  his 
turn  he  amicably  propofcd  the  princefs  Sophia  of 
Zerbft*  as  a  relation  of  the  grand  duke  *  ;  and  this 
propofal  met  her  full  approbation* 

The  father  of  Sophia  Augufta  Frederica  was 
Chriftiaa  Auguftus,  prince  of  Anhalt-Zerbft- 
Domburg,  at  that  time  major-general  in  the 
pniffian  fcrvice^  commander  in  chief  of  the  regi- 
ments of  infantry,  and  governor  of  the  town  and 
fortrefs  of  Stettin.  Her  mother,  a  woman  of  parts 
and  beauty,  a  friend  and  correfpondent  of  Frederic 
prince  royal  of  Pruflia,  of  about  the  fame  age  with 
herfelf,  was  born  princefs  of  Holftein,  and  there- 
fore nearly  related  to  the  three  great  families  of  the 
north.  -V  On  the  death  of  John  Auguftus^  reigning 
prince  of  Zerbft,  the  7th  of  November  1742, 
without  iflue,  he  was  fucceeded  by  his  two  coufins 
conjointly  in  the  government,  John  Lewis  and 
Chriftian  Auguftus.  The  eldeft  of  thefe  bro- 
thers died,  unmarried,  the  5th  of  November  1 746  j 
the  now  fole  prince  Auguftus  furvived  him  not  long, 
only  to  the  i6th  of  March  1747,  when  he  died  a 
general  feldt-marflial  in  the  pruftian  fervice,  and 
governor  of  Stettin.  Befide  his  daughter,  he  left 
behind  him  only  one  fon,  who  had  not  yet  completed 
his  thirteeath  year.  The  dowager  princefs  was  called 

•  Their  grandfath<rrs  were  brothers. 
VOL.  I.  F  to 
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to  the  regency,  and  governed  in  his  name  till  July 
31,1752,  when  the  young  prince,  on  being  declared 
of  age  by  the  emperor,  took  the  government  upon 
him-  The  mother,  as  in  fimilar  cafes  had  often 
been  done  by  the  princes  of  G  ermany,  retired  to 
Paris,  vi'here  fhe  died  the  20th  of  May  1760.  The 
fon  Frederic  Auguflus  bore  no  refemblance,  either 
in  mind  or  difpofitions,  to  his  illuftrious  filler.  He 
died  in  1793,  in  foreign  parts,  where  he  had  latterly 
lived,  lamented  by  none.  He  had  been  twice 
itiarried,  but  was  always  childlefs:  the  branch 
Zerbft  of  the  houfc  of  Anhalt  become  extinft  with 
him. 

The  princefs  Sophia,  of  whom  we  are  now  to 
fpeak,  and  whom  fortune  early  called  to  a£t  a  part 
upon  a  higher  ftage  than  that  of  Zerbft,  was  born 
at  Stettin  in  pruflian  Pomerania,  the  ad  of  May 
1729;  confequently  four  years  after  the  death  of 
Peter  the  great,  and  two  years  after  that  of  the  firft 
Catharine,  and  in  the  territory  of  Frederic,  with 
whom  (he  afterwards  (bared  the  renown'of  the  eight- 
eenth century.  Her  njother  took  the  care  of  her 
education  on  herfelf.  Burghers  are  ftill  living  in 
Stettin,  who  remember  in  their  childhood  to  have 
played  with  the  princefs  ;  for  fhe  was  brought  up  in 
the  fimpleft  manner,  and  was  called  by  her  parents, 
in  the  common  diminutive  of  her  name,  Fiekd. 
Good-humour,  intelligence,  and  fpirit  were  even 
then  the  ftriking  features  of  her  characi:er.  What- 
ever was  the  play,  (lie  always  took  upon  herfelf  the 

2  principal 


JEMPRESS    CATHARINE    II.  67 

))rincipal  palt,  making  alfo  her  little  companions 
know  theirs,  and  that  fome times  with  the  full  em- 
phafis  of  command*  A  lady  of  quality,  who  fre- 
quently faw  her,  dcfcribes  her  in  the  following  man- 
ner :  *^  Her  deportment  from  her  earlieft  years  was 
•*  always  remarkably  good ;  flie  grew  uncommonly 
"  handfome,  and  was  a  great  girl  for  her  years. 
"  Her  countenance,  without  being  beautiful,  was 
**  very  agreeable  ;  to  which  the  peculiar  gaiety  and 
"  friendlinefs  which  fhe  ever  difplayed  gave  additi- 
"  onal  charms.  Her  education  was  conducted  by 
**  her  mother  alone,  who  kept  her  ftriftly,  and  never 
•*  fuffered  her  to  fliew  the  leaft  fymptoms  of  pride, 
**  to  which  fhe  had  fome  propenfity ;  accuftominjg 
"  her,  from  her  earlieft  infancy,  to  falute  the  ladies 
*'  of  diftinftion,  who  came  to  vifit  the  princefs, 
"  with  the  marks  of  refpeft  thar  became  a  child  ; 
^  an  honour  which  my  mother  on  all  fuch  occafions 
"  enjoyed^  and  which  flie  was  obliged  never  to  omit, 
"  by  the  exprefs  command  of  the  princefs.*' 

Thefe  days,  which  Sophia  pafled  in  eafy  feclu- 
fiori,  were  always  recolledted  by  Catharine  with 
pleafure.  While  arbitrary  fovereign  of  the  ruffian 
empire,  fhe  ftill  retained  fcntiments  of  affeSion  for 
the  place  of  her  birth,  and  for  fevcral  perfons  of 
her  former  acquaintance.  She  annually  fent  to  the 
magiftrate  of  Stettin  the  medals  flie  canfed  to  be 
ftruck  in  commemoration  of  the  events  of  her  reign, 
as  well  in  gold  as  in  filvcr.  Shortly  after  her  com- 
ing to  the  crown,  fhe  fent  to  the  lbci,ety  of  inarkf- 

r  2  men 
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men  of  the  town  a  prefent  of  looo  ducats.  In  her 
youth  fhe  had  frequently  attended  the  amufements 
of  thefe  burghers,  and  at  times  even  fhot  at  the 
mark.  Soon  after  her  arrival  in  Peterlburg,  fhe 
fent  the  lady  who  waited  upon  her,  and  gave  her  the 
firll  leflbns  in  the  freach  language  *,  fome  beautiful 
furs ;  and  to  her  writing-mafter  f,  a  fum  of  money. 
In  the  very  late  years  of  her  life,  fhe  tranfmitted  her 
picture,  accompanied  with  the  mofl  flattering  ex- 
prefTions  of  efteem,  to  a  lady  formerly  her  playmate. 
This  lady,  who  has  permitted  herfelf  to  be  named 
as  the  communicator  of  thefe  anecdotes  of  the  early 
life  of  Catharine,  is  the  countefs  von  Mellin,  at 
Gartz.  The  particulars,  though  trifling  in  them^ 
felves,  yet,  as  authentically  relating  to  the  illuflri- 
ous  fubjeft  of  thefe  memoirs,  are  of  confequence 
enough  to  be  inferted  here. 

She  lived  till  her  fifteenth  year  alternately  in 
Stettin  and  in  Dornburg  or  in  Zerbft;  but  fhe  always 
accompanied  her  mother  on  feveral  little  journies, 
which  contributed  much  to  the  forming  of  her  mind 
and  manners.  The  princefs  often  made  fome  flay 
at  Hamburg  with  her  mother,  the  widow  of  the 
bifliop  of  Liibeck,  at  whofe  court  was  a  M.  von 
Brummer,  filling  the  pofl  of  a  gentleman  of  the 

♦  A  demolfelle  Quardcl,   then  married  to  a  burgomaftcr   of 
Pemmin. 

f  Laurent,  the  fchoolmaflcr  belonging  tg  the  French  congre- 
gation in  Stettin. 

bed- 
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bed-chamber*,  who  communicated  to  the  young 
princefs  the  moft  inftrucUve  works  of  the  then  living 
authors,  which  had  a  beneficial  efFeft  on  her  tnind 
and  heart.     She  was  always  addifted  to  reading,  to 
reflection,  to  learning,  and  to  employment.     Still 
oftener  was  the  Princefs  at  Brunfwick,  with  her 
relation  and  former  preceptrefs,  Elizabeth  Sophia 
Maria,   dowager  duchefs   of   Wolfenbuttel,  born 
princefs  of  Holftein-Norburg.     Here  fhe  ufed  fome- 
dmes  to  pafs  the  whole  fummer ;  where  (he  was 
alfo  in  December  1743,  and  caufed  her  daughter 
Sophia  to  be  daily  inftrucled  in  the  doctrines  of  the 
lutheran  religion,  by  the  court-preacher  Dove,  who 
at  that  time  little  thought  that  his  illuftrious  difciple 
would  fo  fuddenly  afterwards  adopt  the  very  dif- 
ferent faith  of  another  church.     The  vifits  to  Berlin 
were   likewife  not  unfrequent ;  for  example,  in 
January  1742,  on  occafion  of  the  marriage  cere- 
mony of  the  prince  of  Pruffia,  father  of  the  prefent 
king  5  and  for  the  laft  time  about  the  beginning  of 
the  year  1744,  whence  the  journey  was  farther  con- 
tinued to  Ruflia. 

Three  years  after  Peter  had  been  called  to  Ruffia, 
it  was  therefore  agreed  to  marry  him  with  Sophia 
Augufta  of  Anhalt-Zerbft,  who  was  about  one  year 
younger  than  himfelf,  and  who,  on  embracing  the 
greek  religion,  changed  her  name  to  that  of  Ca- 

•  Afterwards  ^n  oberhof-marnial  von  Bnimmer  went  from 
Holftein  with  the  grand  duke  Peter  to  Ruflia.  ^ry,  whether 
the  iamc  i 
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thjuriiu  AIcx:cvna,  a  name  which  (he  has  rendered* 
i'^  illuilrkHis  iince. 

AW  Europe  \^*as  deceived  on  the  caufes  of  this 
^liance,  which  was  attributed  to  the  intervention 
of  the  king  of  Prufliat  It  is  true  that  Frederic 
%vas  dcfirous  of  feeing  it  brought  to  effeft,  but,, 
without  a  motive  unconnected  with  politics,  the 
follicitations  of  that  monarch  would  have  fallen  to 
the  ground. 

Long  ere  fhe  mounted  the  throne  of  the  tzarsi 
Elizabeth  had  been  promifed  to  the  young  prince  of 
Holftein-Eutin,  brother  to  the  princefs  of  Anhalt- 
Zerbft,  mother  of  Catharine ;  but  ai  the  inftant 
when  the  marriage  was  about  to  be  celebrated,  the 
prince  fell  fick,  and  died.  Elizabeth,  who  loved 
him  to  excefs^  became  inconfolable ;  and  in  the 
bittcrnefs  of  her  grief  made  a  vow  to  renounce  the 
nuptial  tic :  a  vow  which,  as  we  have  already  ob- 
ferved,  was,  at  lead  as  to  the  public,  religioufly 
kept.  Even  if  Elizabeth  was  feen  afterwards  to 
yield  to  the  gallantries  of  feveral  of  her  courtiers,  fhe 
neverthelefs  retained  a  lively  tendernefs  for  thq 
objeft  of  her  firft  affeftion.  She  paid  a  fort  of 
worOiip  to  bis  memory,  and  pever  mentioned  tmn 
without  tears. 

The  princefs  of  Anhalt-Zerbft,  not  ignorant  of 
the  tejulcr  remembrance  preferved  by  Elizabeth  for 
Uer  brother,  refolved  to  take  advantage  of  it  for 
fecuring  a  throne  to  her  daughter.  She  trufted  her 
uhn  to  the  king  of  Pfulfia,  who  applauded  her 

for 
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for  it,  and  (hortly  after  fupported  it  with  all  his 
znight. 

The  princefs  of  Zerbft  repaired  to  Pcterlburg, 
where  Elizabeth  received  her  with  friendfliip.  ^ .  Her 
daughter,  who  was  haudroiiie,  and  endowed  with 
all  the  graces  of  youth,  immediately  made  a  pretty 
forcible  impreffion  on  the  heart  of  the  young  grand 
duke;  and  as  he  himfelf  was  at  that  time  well  made, 
and  of  ^  very  good  figure,  the  attachment  became 
reciprocal  j  and  it  was  foon  the  fubjecl  of  the  con- 
vcriations  at   court.     Elizabeth   herfelf  remarked 
them    without    feeming    to   be    difpleafed.      The* 
princefs    of    Zerbfl,    who    fpied    the    favourable 
moment,  loft  no  tihie,  but  ran  and  threw  herfelf 
at  the  feet  of  the  emprefs,  reprefented  to  her  the 
inclination  of  the  two  young  lovers  as  an  uncon- 
querable paiTion ;    and   calling   to  her  mind  the 
love  die  had  herfelf  borne  to  the  prince  of  Holftein, 
her  brother,  flie  conjured  her  to  promote  the  hap« 
]Hnefs  of  the  niece   of  that  fo  much  regretted 
prince. 

There  was,  doubtlefs,  no  need  of  all  this  for  de« 
termining  the  emprefs  to  confent  to  their  union. 
She  mingled  her  tears  with  thofe  of  the  princefs  of 
Zerbft ;  and,  embracing  her,  promifed  her  that  her 
daughter  fhould  be  grand  duchefs.  " 

The  day  following  the  choice  of  Elizabeth  was 
announced  to  the  council  and  to  the  foreign  mi« 
nifters.  The  marriage  was  fixed  for  a  day  fhortly 
to  arrive ;  and  preparations  for  its  celebration  were 
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arranged  with  a  magnificence  worthy  of  the  heir  of 
the  throne  of  the  Ruffians. 

But  fortune,  which  had  hitherto  feemed  fo  fit- 
vourable  to  the  grand  duke^  now  began  to  change 
its  courfe  ;  and  Catharine  was  threatened  with  the 
lofs  of  her  lover,  as  Elizabeth  had  been  deprived  of 
hers.  The  grand  duke  was  attacked  with  a  vio- 
lent fever ;  and  a  fraall  pox  of  a  very  malignant 
nature  foon  after  made  its  appearance  *.  The 
prince,  however,  did  not  fall  under  the  violence  of 
this  difeafe,  though  he  retained  the  cruel  marks  of 
it.  The  metamorphofis  was  terrible.  He  not  only 
loft  the  comelinefs  of  his  face,  but  it  became  for  a 
time  diflorted,  and  almoft  hideous. 

None  were  permitted  to  approach  the  young 
princefs  from  the  apartment  of  the  grand  duke ; 
but  her  mother  regularly  brought  her  tidings  of 
the  turns  of  the  princess  diftempen  Obferving 
how  much  he  was  altered,  and  defirous  of  weak- 
ening the  efFeft  the  firft  fight  of  him  might  have 
upon  her  daughter,  fhe  defcribed  him  as  one  of  the 
uglieft  men  imaginable  ;  recommending  her,  at  the 
fame  time,  to  diflemble  the  difguft  fhe  muft  na- 
turally feel  at  his  appearance.  Notwithftanding 
this  fage  precaution,  the  young  princefs  could  not 
revifit  the  grand  duke  without  feeling  a  fecret 
horror  j  fhe  was  artful  enough,  however,  to  reprefs 
her  emotion,  and  running  to  meet  him,  fell  upon 

♦  It  was  on  returning  from  Kief  in  the  Ukraine,  whither  the 
deyout  Elizabeth  had  been  on  a  pilgrioiage  with  her  court. 

his 
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his  neck,  and  embraced  him  with  marks  of  the  mofl 
lively  joy.  But  no  fooner  was  flic  retired  to  htt 
apartment  than  flie  fell  into  a  fwoon;  and  it 
was  three  hours  before  flie  recovered  the  ufe  of  her 
fenfes. 

The  uneafmefs  which  the  young  princefs  had 
juft  experienced,  was  however  no  inducement 
to  her  to  endeavour  at  deferring  the  period  of  her 
union  with  the  grand  duke*  The  emprefs  con- 
templated this  alliance  with  pleafure ;  the  princefs 
of  Zerbft  was  paflionately  defirous  to  fee  it  con* 
eluded;  and  the  fuggeflions  of  ambition  afting 
more  powerfully  on  the  heart  of  Catharine  than 
even  the  will  of  her  mother,  and  that  of  the  em* 
prefs^  permitted  her  not  a  moment's  hefitation. 

The  nuptials  were  accordingly  folemnized ;  but, 
notwithftanding  the  attachment  which  was  fo  ma- 
nifeft  between  the  grand  duke  and  the  princefs  from 
the  firft  moment  of  their  meeting,  their  love  was 
fated  not  to  be  of  long  duration ;  however,  they 
lived  feme  time  in  an  apparently  good  underftanding, 
.which  Catharine  fupported  as  long  as  flie  conceived 
it  to  be  neceflfary. 

This  princefs,  brought  up  with  all  poflible  care 
under  the  eye  of  a  prudent  mother,  and  at  no  great 
diftance  from  the  court  of  the  great  Frederic,  where 
reigned  fuch  a  tafle  for  the  fciences  and  the  fine 
arts,  added  to  the  beauty,  and  to  the  quicknefs 
of   underftanding  which  flie  had  received  from 

nature,  a  very  extenfive  knowledge,  and  the  fa* 
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cility  of  expreffiog  herrdf  with  clegauce  ia  fcvcnj 
languages. 

Peter  too  had  fenfe ;  but  his  education  had  been 
totally  neglected.  He  pofTeffed  an  excellent  heart  j 
but  he  wanted  politenefs.  He  was  of  a  good  ftature, 
but  ugly  and  almoft  deformed.  He  frequently 
blulhed  at  the  fuperiority  of  his  wife,  and  his  wife 
often  bluQied  at  feeing  him  ib  little  worthy  of  her  ; 
the  alteration  that  had  taken  place  in  the  features 
of  the  prince's  vifage  was  not  the  fole  caufe  of  the 
indifftrence  of  his  young  confort  :  in  fliort,  though 
young  and  affedionate,  he  was  not  capable  of 
making  her  happy  *.  Hence  arofe  that  mutual 
dillike  which  the  people  of  the  court  were  not  long 
in  finding  out,  and  which  was  vifibly  augmenting 
from  day  to  day. 

By  one  of  ihofe    flrange   perverfions  of  y 
meni,  which  often  appear  in  the  uncultivated  tnind^' 
Ehzabeih  pretended  lo  think  that  her  nephew  was 
too  well  informed,  and  that  he  was  in  danger  of 

*  11  avoit  unt  impcrfcAion  qui,  quotqii'  aiUt  3  66wnte, 
feWbloit  bien  plus  cruelle  :  h  violence  ile  (on  amour,  fei  cSbrls 
reitiTCfi  nc  purcnt  le  faire  reuITira  confommer  le  maiiage.  Si  ce 
prince  ^toit  confii:  "a  quelqii'on  qui  tut  uii  pew  d'mpfrieiice, 
I'obftaclc  qui  s'oppofoit  a  fes  i'Mat  cut  tie  vaincu.  Le  dernier 
rpbiu  dc  Prtcrfbourg  ou  le  moindrc  cbirurgicn  Ten  auioit  dclivii. 
Mais  telle  iloh  h  bumc  dunt  I'accablc  cc  mutheur  qu'il  n'eut  pu 
netne  le  courage  i!c  Ic  1  tviltr,  tc  la  priiicenV,  qui  ne  rccevoit  plui 
fes  carcffes  qu'avec  lepugnancc,  i  qui  n'i'toit  pas  alori  moiDt 
inexperimenU-e  que  lui,  re  fongea  ni  k  Ic  confolcr  ni  a  lui  feii^ 
cbcrchcr  da  moytos  qui  Ic  maenaflcM  daag  fci  bfM> 

becoming 
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hecoming  too  amiable  by  bis  manners^  and  too 
enviable  by  his  knowledge.  From  the  very  mov 
ment  of  her  choofing  him  for  her  fucceflbr,  flie  re« 
girded  him  as  a  rival.  .  For  this  reafon  it  probably 
Ijiras,  that  (he  took  him  from  under  the  tuition  of  the 
enlightened  Brummer^  who  had  begun  his  education 
In  Holftein ;  and  placed  about  him  T^fhoglckof^  a 
man  of  me^n  talents  and  a  narrow  mind.  In  vaiQ 
jdid  a  few  difinterefted  perfons  at  the  court  of 
Feterfburg,  for  there  are  fome.fuch  in  all  courts  j^ 
in  vain  did  fome  efUmable  women^  for  there  were 
iome  foch  pvexi  about  Elizabeth  ;  in  vain  did  thefo 
perfoQii,  lamenting  the  ignorance  and  the  fort  of 
defertion  in  which  the  young  Peter  was  left,  eoh, 
deavqur  to  reprefent  to  his  aunt  the  danger  he  in* 
curred:  the  emprefs  was  deaf  to  their  remock 
(trances,  and  even  on  fome  occafions  repulied  them 
with  harfhnefs. 

Among  many  examples  one  only  need  be  men* 
doned,  that  of  a  woman  of  the  bed-chamber  named 
Johannaj  who  had  the  fpirit  to  alk  this  princefs  why 
(he  kept  the  grand  duke  from  all  the  deliberations 
of  the  council.  "  If  you  permit  him  not  to  know 
•'  anything  of  what  is  necefTary  for  governing  the 
*^  country,"  added  (he,  "  what  do  you  think  will 
^<  become  of  him,  and  what  do  you  think  will 
««  become  of  the  empire  f '*  All  the  anfwer  (he  got 
was,  that  Elizabeth,  looking  at  her  angrily,  faid, 
<*  Johanna,  knowcd  thou  the  way  to  Siberia  i'^—» 
Uow^eTa  the   generous   Johanna   efcaped  with 

only 
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only  the  fright,  and  took  care  for  the  future  to 
make  no  more  remonftrances  on  that  head  to  her 
miftrefs. 

But,  if  fome  few  dared  to  lift  up  their  voice  in 
favour  of  Peter,  a  great  many  others  made  them- 
felves  heard  againft  him.  The  principal  families 
had  beheld  him  with  jealoufy  from  the  inftant  of 
his  arrival,  as  a  man  who  would  fhare  with  them 
the  power  they  had  now  long  enjoyed,  or  perhaps 
entirely  deprive  them  of  it.  Among  thofe  who 
fti'ove  the  mod  to  injure  him,  we  may  reckon  the 
great  chancellor  Beftuchef.  From  the  very  day  of 
the  grand  duke's  marriage,  he  had  formed  the 
defign  of  excluding  that  prince  from  the  throne  ; 
and  though  his  plan  was  fo  bold  and  dangerous, 
he  was  perpetually  employed  about  the  means  of 
bringing  it  to  effed:.  His  forefight  was  too  great  to 
allow  him  to  flatter  himfelf  with  the  expedation  of 
feeing  Peter  completely  difinherited,  but  he  hoped 
at  lead  to  baniih  him  to  the  camps  and  armies,  and 
to  place  Catharine  at  the  head  of  affairs. 

No  fooner  had  Beftuchef  matured  his  plan,  than 
he  communicated  it  to  feveral  of  the  courtiers  whom 
he  knew  to  have  imbibed  the  fame  rancour  with 
himfdf.  Even  women  were  admitted  into  the 
confidence,  and  they  were  not  the  leaft  ferviceable 
in  promoting  the  chancellor's  plan.  This  minifter 
conducted  his  intrigue  with  the  utmofl;  addrefs.  He 
every  day  wrote  the  inftruflions  which  he  gave  to 
the  perfons  of  his  party,  on  Imall  fcraps  of  paper, 

and 
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and  !n  terms  which  could  be  underftood  by  npne 
but  themfelves;  then  fhutcing  thefe  papers  in  a 
Ihuff-box  with  a  double  bottom,  under  pretence  of 
offering  fnuff,  he  diftributed  them  to  the  individuals 
for  whom  they  were  defigned.  By  this  means  his 
confidants  were  informed  of  all  they  were  to  fay  or 
to  do  throughout  the  day.  Their  principal  employr 
ment  was  to  blacken  the  grand  duke  in  the  eyes  of 
Elizabeth.  They  magnified  his  llighteft  defe£ls, 
they  aggravated  his  moil  venial  faults,  they  imputed 
to  him  vices  which  he  had  not  as  yet,  and  which 
they  wanted  to  make  him  contrad.  They  evea 
went  fo  far  as  to  alarm  the  emprefs  with  fears  that 
heir  nephew  might  become  dangerous  to  her  au- 
thority. 

The  feeble-minded  Elizabeth  was  but  too  prone 
to  lend  an  ear  to  thefe  vile  infmuations.  Naturally 
timid  and  fufpicious,  fhe  at  length  abhorred  him 
whom  fhe  had  no  reafon  to  diflruft  for  a  fingle 
moment. 

But  to  what  caufe  are  we  to  afcribe  this  conduct 
in  the  ambitious  Beftuchef  ?  Keen  and  crafty,  this 
minifter  had  long  perceived  the  grand  duke's  cha- 
rader  to  be  feeble  and  uafettled.  Doubtlefs,  with* 
equal  perfpicacity,  he  had  obfervcd  that  the  grand 
duchefs  was  the  very  reverfe  of  her  hufband.  Ought 
he  not  then  reafonably  to  have  expefted,  that  if 
they  mounted  the  throne,  it  would  be  more  eafy  for 
him  to  govern  the  prince  than  the  princefs  ?  No  ; 
he  cheriihed  no  fuch  expeflation  ;  for  he  knew  that 

Peter 
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If^tw  eftKTtained  a  ftrong  refentment  againft  hifli 
for  ov«fwrraching  the  duke  his  father,  in  relation  to 
kt»  hereditary  eftates  in  Holftein* 

luffing  through  Kiel,  when  on  his  miffion  to 
Hamburg)  Beftuchef  had  had  the  temerity  and 
iddrefs  to  carry  off  from  the  archives  of  the  dukes 
of  Holftein,  the  laft  will  of  the  empreis  Catharine  I. 
and  the  original  records  relative  to  the  connexions 
between  thofe  dukes  and  the  court  of  Peterfburg, 
and  to  the  rights  of  the  children  of  Anna  Petrovna 
to  the  heritage  of  the  throne  of  Ruffia  *.   Confcious 

^  It  IS  weU  known  that  count  Rabutin,  ambaflador  from  the 
emperor  Charles  VI.,  Oftcrmann,  and  Baflevitch,  in  concert  with 
Menlfhikof,  fabricated  the  pretended  teftament  of  the  tzaritam 
Catharlns  I.  For  giving  an  air  of  authenticity  to  this  wf  !ting» 
they  took  care  to  infcrt  fome  articles  in  favour  of  the  princeifes 
Anne  and  Elizabeth.  Thofc  that  moft  concerned  the  houfe  of 
Holllein  are  as  follow : 

*'  I .  The  duke  and  the  duchefs  of  Holftein  fhall  be  members  of 
**  the  privy  council,  to  whom  I  leave  the  adminiftration*  of  the 
*«  empire  of  the  Ruflias  till  the  majority  of  the  young  tzar  Peter 
**  Akxicvitch,  which  I  fix  to  be  at  his  feventcenth  year. 

'^  2.  I  declare  that  in  cafe  the  young  tzar  (hall  happen  to  die 
''  without  heirs,  the  princefs  Anne  and  the  duke  her  hufband 
*'  fhali  fuccced  him. 

**  3.  My  will  is,  that  the  duke  and  his  heirs  fhall  enjoy  in  per- 
•*  pctulty  the  apanages  which  hare  been  hetetofore  granted  them 
«« in  Ruflla. 

"  4,  I  intend  and  I  will  alio  that  the  emperor  Peter  Alexic- 
•*  vitch  fulfil  the  promifes  made  by  Peter  the  great  to  the  duke 
•'  of  Holflein,  for  putting  him  in  poiTeflion  of  the  duchy  of 
"  Schlcfvig,  and  that  he  proted  him  in  all  matters  relating  to  it, 
**  by  affifting  him  with  all  his  force," 

of 
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of  having  committed  againd  him  fo  grievous  an 
injury,  Beftuchef  imagined  that  Peter  xould  never 
forget  it,  and  therefore  wanted  to  render  him  un- 
able to  punifli  it. 

Beftuchef  thought  befides,  that  Peter  had  a  juft 
caufe  of  diflike  to  him  for  always  fupporting  the 
houfe  of  Auftria  with  his  aunt  againft  the  king  of 
Pruflia,  for  whom  the  young  prince  iherifhed  an 
admiration  little  (hort  of  idolatry. 

The  grand  chancellor  had  had  the  addrefs  to 
bring  into  his  party  almoft  all  thofe  for  whom 
Peter  feemed  to  have  an  inclination,  and  who 
only  approached  him  as  fpies  upon  his  adions 
in  order  to  injure  him.  Of  this  number  was 
Cyril  Razumofsky,  who  had  made  one  of  thofe 
fortunes  which  are  regarded  as  prodigies  in  other 
countries,  but  which  are  very  frequent  in  Ruffia. 
Cyril  was  a  young  peafant  who,  immediately  on 
behig  informed  of  the  favour  which  the  grand- 
vencur  his  brother  enjoyed  with  the  emprefs,  fet 
out  from  the  Ukraine,  his  native  place,  and  ar- 
rived with  his  balalaika*  at  Peterfburg.  Thence 
he  was  firft  fent  to  Berlin,  and  placed  for  fome  time 
to  board  with  the  famous  Euler,  whom  he  had  the 
merit  of  bringing  afterwards  into  Ruffia.  Soon 
after  his  return  from  Pruffia,  Cyril  was  created 
count,  commander  of  the  ifmail  of  guards,  hetman  of 

•  A  rude  fort  of  guitar,  with  only  three  firing?.  In  common  ufc 
among  the  ruffian  boorj. 
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the  Kozaks  of  the  Ukrabei  and  even  prefident  of 
the  academy  of  fciences  *•  Though  of  an  extrac** 
tion  fo  grofs,  and  without  education,  Cyril  Razu« 
mofsky  eafily  infinuated  himfelf  into  the  good  graces 
of  the  grand  duke  f ;  and,  though  but  lately  come 
to  court,  he  betrayed  the  prince  with  an  eilrontery 
and  bafenefs  worthy  of  an  experienced  courtier. 

To  the  defire  of  promoting  the  aims  of  the  grand 
chancellor,  were  foon  added,  in  the  heart  of  Cyril 
Razumofsky,  the  motives  of  perfonal  vengeance. 
In  proportion  as  his  honours  increafed,  he  only 
bore  vnth  impatience  the  humours  of  the  grand 
duke;  who,  to  fay  the  truth,  in  the  orgies  to 
which  Cyril  himfelf  would  excite  him,  frequently 
recalled  to  his  mind,  in  too  coarfe  a  manner  and 
too  publicly,  his  birth,  his  balalaika,  and  the  fervile 
occupations  of  his  youth. 

The  grand  duke  had  another  favourite,  who  did 
not  betray  him ;  but  who  unhappily  had  neither 
the  forcfight  nor  the  addrefs  to  prevent  the  reft 
from  betraying  him :  this  was  his  aide-de-camp 
General  Gudovitch.  A  native  of  the  Ukraine, 
Gudovitch  wifhed  to  become  its  hetman,  [and  Peter 

*  He  was  in  the  fcqucl  knight  of  the  orders  of  St.  Andrew, 
of  St.  Alexander  Ncfski,  of  St.  Anne,  and  of  the  white  eagle 
of  Poland. 

f  The  grand  duke  called  him  ih  brother,  his  friend,  which 
is  not  extraordinar}',  as  dni^  mot  and  hratitz  are  common  terms 
of  familiar  addrefs  and  falutation  from  fuperiors  as  well  as  equals : 
but  Peter  would  have  Cyril  llazumofsky  to  give  him  the  fame 
appellations. 

favoured 
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fiivourcd  his  pretenfions^  even  in  the  face  of  Cyril 
Razumofsky.  Thenceforward  Cyril  vowed  in  his 
heart  an  implacable  hatred  to  the  prince. 

He  offered  the  grand  chancellor  a  country^houfc 
vluch  he  poffefTed  not  fair  from  Kamennoinofs; 
as  a  place  where  they  might  deliberate  more  at 
cafe  on  the  projeft  of  ruining  the  grand  duke  ;  and 
it  was  at  that  very  houfe  that  afterwards  were  held 
allthofe  traitorous  councils,  at  the  head  whereof 
were  at  firft  Beftuchef,  Cyril,  and  iafterwards 
Shuvalof,  the  young  princefs  Daflikof,  and  Maria 
Slmeonovna  Tflioglokof,  maid  of  honour  to  the 
emprefs,  and  one  of  her  moft  dangerous  confidants. 
The  confpirators  confulted  concerning  the  perfons 
whom  they  thought  it  would  be  ufeful  to  affociate 
with  them.  They  gave  an  exaft  account  of  all 
the  fteps  they  had  feverally  taken,  prepared  new 
projefts  of  attack,  and  concerted  the  fureft  mea.. 
iuTcs  to  deprive  of  the  throne  the  laft  fprout  from 
the  ftem  of  Peter  the  great. 

They  wanted,  for  example,  to  pcrfuade  the  em- 
prefs that  her  nephew  was  addided  to  drunken- 
nefs,  even  long  before  he  was  in  the  habit  of  drink- 
ing to  any  degree  of  excefs ;  a  habit  which  he  con- 
tracted at  firft,  without  doubt,  merely  from   the 
want  of  employment,  from  the  irkfomenefs  of  his 
fituation,  and  from  the  bafe  fuggeftions  of  thofe 
that  furrounded  him.     The  method  they  adopted 
^as  the  following : 
VOL.  1.  o  Simeonovna 
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.  Simeonova  Tfhoglokof,  difcourfing  one  day  with 
Elizabeth,  and  perceiving  that  the  monarch  was 
difcontented  with  the  grand  duke,  obferved  to  her 
with  an  air  of  deep  concern,  that  it  was  a  great 
misfortune  that  this  prince,  who  was  fUH  fo  young, 
ihould  addi6t  himfelf  to  drinking.  Elizabeth,  who 
now  for  the  firft  time  heard  the  grand  duke  accufed 
of  that  vice,  confidered  it  as  mere  calumny,  and 
defied  Simeonovna  to  make  good  her  aflertion. 
'*  Nothing  is  eafier,'*  returned  the  impudent  Si- 
meonovna. *f  Your  majefty  may  be  convinced  of 
it  by  your  own  eyes."  A  few  day's  afterwards, 
knowing  that  the  grand  duke  was  a  little  out  of 
order  and  kept  his  room,  (he  went  to  vifit  him ; 
when,  watching  her  opportunity,  (he  a(ked  him 
permiflion.to  keep  him  company  at  dinner.  Peter 
good-naturedly  confented,  s^nd  bid  her  place  her- 
felf  at  table  with  him.  During  the  repaft,  Simeo- 
novna putting  on  a  humour  uncommonly  gay  and 
fond,  told  the  prince  that  (he  would  cure  him  with 
a  bottle  of  champagne.  The  bottle  was  called  for ; 
the  artful  Simeonovna  feiaed  it,  flily  threw  into  it 
fqme  narcotic  or  inebriating  ingredient,  and,  ma- 
king the  grand  duke  repeatedly  drink  bumpers  of 
it  to  the  health  of  his  aunt,  (he  completely  intoxi- 
cated him.  The  perfidious  maid  of  honour  imme- 
diately ran  to  acquaint  the^emprefs.  Elizabeth 
came  j  and,  not  knowing  the  particulars  of  the 
fcene  that  had  jufl  pafled,  beheld  with  grief  and 
indignation  the  fad  condition  of  her  unhappy  ne- 
phew. 
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phew.  Already  to6  much  difpofed  to  take  up  pre« 
judices  againft  him,  (he  thenceforward  more  readily 
believed  all  that  Simeonovna  Tihoglokof  and  her 
accomplices  >vere  defirous  of  imputing  to  the 
prince ;  and,  emboldened  by  this  fuccefs,  the  con- 
ipirators  proceeded  in  their  infolence  to  propagate 
againft  him  the  mod  fcandalous  reports. 

To  all  this,  it  mud  be  added  that  the  ftate  of 
inadivity  and  lonelinefs  in  which  Peter  was  left  to 
languiih,  and  the  unhappy^  pliancy  of  his  charader, 
tended  infallibly  to  favour  the  defigns  of  his 
enemies. 

When  the  cmprefs  was  perfuaded  that  he  deli- 
vered himfelf  up  to  excefs,  (he  not  only  fuppreffed 
the  gratification  of  fifty  thoufand  rubles,  of  which 
Ihe  cuftomarily  made  him  a  prefent  on  the  anniver- 
fary  of  his  birth,  but  gave  orders  fo  far  to  diminifli 
the  ezpences  of  his  table,  that  the  prince  and  his 
guefts  had  not  always  fufficient  to  eat.  Peter  on 
thefe  occaftons  would  fuffer  fome  complaints  to 
efcape  him  not  entirely  free  from  expreflions  of  pe- 
tulance and  ill-humour ;  and  thefe  complaints  were 
•carefiilly  preferved,  exaggerated,  and  delivered  to 
the  emprefs. 

Shortly  after  the  marriage  of  the  grand  duke, 
his  aunt  had  made  him  a  prefent  of  Oranienbaum ; 
a  country-palace  that»,had  formerly  belonged  to  the 
famous  Mentchikof ;  and  as  foon  as  the  fair  wea- 
ther permitted  him  to  leave  Petersburg,  where  he 
lived  more  like  a  ftate  prifoner'  than  the  heir  to  the 

o  2  throne. 
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throne,  thither  Peter  ufed  to  retire  •.  There,  freed 
from  the  prefence  of  his  aunt,  and  throwing  off  all 
conftraint,  he  amufed  himfelf  with  drefling  his  people 
in  a  german  uniform,  and  making  them  perforin 
the  prufQan  exercife.  Elizabeth  feemed  highly  to 
approve  of  this  occupation,  thinking  it  might  pre- 
ferve  her  nephew  from  getting  a  tafte  for  dangerous 
pleafures,  and  even  from  a  difpofition  to  political 
intrigues,  which  fhe  confidered  as  flill  far  more 
dangerous.  At  the  fame  time  (he  gave  orders  that, 
from  feveral  regiments,  a  fufBcient  number  of  foU 
diers  fhould  be  drafted  and  fent  to  the  garrifon  at 

♦  The  palace  of  Oranlenbaum  was  built  by  prince  Mentchi- 
kofin  1727,  as  his  country  rcl'idence :  on  whofe  fall  it  reverted 
to  the  crown.  It  (lands  on  the  coaft  of  the  gulf  of  Finland  in 
59®  52',  N.  L.  40  verfts  from  St.  Petcrlburg,  8  fAm  Pcterhof, 
and  7  from  the  ifland  of  Cronftadt.  The  palace  is  (ituated^  likft 
that  of  Peterhof,  on  a  rife  about  15  £itho(n  above  the  level  of  the 
fea>  funned  into  terraces ;  by  means  whereof  it  has  a  beautiful 
profpedl  of  the  gulf,  of  Cronftadt,  and  the  (hips,  galleots,  &c. 
continually  paffing  in  the  fiimmer  feafon.  The  palace  is  not 
large,  confifts  of  a  central  building  of  two  (lories,  crowned  with 
a  turret  and  two  wings,  each  conne^ed  with  it  by  a,  colonnade. 
To  w^lk  on  the  top  of  thefe  colonnades  for  enjoying  the  pure 
air  and  the  fine  profpe6l  is  extremely  agreeable.  One  of  the 
wings  is  a  chapel ;  and  fome  of  the  apartments  are  very  richly 
fitted  up ;  one  with  all  kinds  of  coftly  porcelainc,  another  lac- 
quered in  the  chincfe  tadc,  black  and  gold,  &c.  Within  thefe 
few  years  the  late  cmprcfs  Catharine  II.  gave  it  for  the  ufc  of 
the  noble  fea-cadet  corps.  It  has  fpacious  gardens  belonging  to 
it.  —  That  corps  has  fmce  been  removed  to  the  VafTiliollrof, 
and  the  palace  of  Oranicnbaum  han  btcu  granted  to  the  gian.d 
duke  Conftantine. 

Oranienbauni, 
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Oranienbaum,  in  addition  to  thofe  of  the  grand 
duke;  but  this  attention,  which  wore  the  fem- 
blance  of  a  favour  conferred  on  the  prince,  was 
perhaps  nothing  more  than  an  additional  precau- 
tion againft  him.  However  that  might  be,  he 
received  it  with  tranfport,  and  gave  himfelf  up, 
with  renovated  ardour,  to  his  military  and  pruflian 
inclination. 

It  has  long  been  the  cuftom  for  numbers  of  Ger- 
mans to  go  and  feek*  their  fortunes  in  Ruffia.  The 
elevation  of  a  holftein  prince  to  the  rank  of  grand 
duke  drew  them  thither  in  ftill  greater  multitudes. 
The  foldiers  whom  Peter  kept  at  Oranienbaura 
were  almoft  all  of  that  nation.  Befides  thefe,  he 
had  made  a  feleclion  of  many  others  who  under- 
ftood  mufic  or  difplayed  talents  for  acting  of  plays  ; 
and  of  thefe  he  formed  a  company,  whom  he  made 
to  reprefent  the  bed  pieces  of  the  german  theatre. 

However,  neither  the  theatre  nor  military  cxcr- 
dfcs  could  employ  the  whole  time  of  the  prince ; 
and  the  void  was  but  too  often  filled  up  with  the 
habits  he  had  begun  to  contrad  in  the  indolence 
of  the  palace  of  Peterfburg. 

The  party  formed  againft  him,  knowing  his  ex- 
treme propenfity  to  everything  that  was  prullian, 
bad  found  means  to  perfuade  him  that  in  Pruflia 
every  officer  had  continually  his  pipe  in  his  mouth, 
and  was  as  conftantly  employed  in  drinking  and 
gaming.  The  young  people  who  furroundcd  him 
added,  if  not  from  malice,  at  leaft  from  libertin- 
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princefs  of  Zerbft,  diftrcffed  at  this  reverie 
)rtune,  turned  on  every  fide  for  a  remedy. 
■■  aiked  advice  of  the  king  of  Pruflia  and  of  the 
.ing  of  Sweden  ;  but  (he  was  obferved  with  a 
watchful  eye.  It  became  extremely  difScuIt  for 
her  to  maintain  correfpondences.  She  was  fain  to 
have  recourfe  to  the  refinements  of  artifice  to  get 
a  letter  conveyed  to  the  king  of  Sweden.  On  one 
occafion  (he  adopted  the  following  method  :  A  ball 
was  given  at  court ;  the  princefs  of  Zerbft  was 
there  with  the  grand  duchefs  her  daughter.  Le- 
ftocq,  who  was  exiled  fhortly  after,  was  there  alfo ; 
and,  according  to  his  cuflom,  amufing  himfelf  in 
chatting  with  the  women.  All  at  once  the  grand 
duchefs  advanced  towards  him,  and,  throwing  a 
glove  at  him,  faid  fhe  would  dance  with  him. 
On  taking  up  the  glove,  Leftocq  perceived  chat  it 
contained  a  paper.  On  this  the  artful  courtier, 
fmiling  to  the  grand  duchefs,  faid,  *^  I  accept  the 
«'  challenge,  madam :  but,  inftead  of  reftoring 
«<  you  your  glove,  I  befcech  you  to  give  me  the 
**  other,  that  I  may  prefent  them  both,  from  you, 
**  to  my  wife  J  the  favour  will  then  be  complete." 
The  country  dance  being  finifiied,  Leftocq  ftole 
away,  hiding  the  gloves  under  his  waiftcoat,  fear- 
ing left  the  emprefs  might  have  fome  intelligence  of 
what  had  pafled,*  and  fhould  caufe  him  to  be 
fearched  at  the  door. 

■ 

All  the  ftratagems  put  in  pra£tice  by  the  prin- 
eels  of   Zerbft  were  not    fo    fuccefsful.      Every 
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a/hamed  of  his  company.  He  was  tolerably  well 
verfed  in  french  literature  j  he  knew  by  heart  the 
fined  paflages  of  Racine  and  Voltaire,  and  in  the 
recitation  of  them  his  voice  feemed  to  heighten 
their  beauties.  Though  fcarcely  outgrown  the  boy, 
he  had  already  the  reputation  of  having  obtained 
the  favours  of  feveral  belles  of  the  court ;  and  his  * 
fuccefs  made  him  proud.  Soltikof,  it  is  true,  was 
held  rather  deficient  in  courage  with  the  men,  but 
he  was  not  the  lefs  prefumptuous  nor  lefs  bold 
with  the  women.  Perhaps  he  would  have  trem- 
bled at  the  fight  of  a  naked  fword ;  but  for  ex- 
tending  the  number  of  his  conquefts  in  gallantry, 
he  had  often  been  thought  to  brave  the  deferts  of 
Siberia.  In  fliort,  the  hufbands  of  Pcterfburg  re-  . 
garded  him  as  the  moft  agreeable  and  the  mod 
dangerous  man  in  town. 

Soltikof  was  not  long  ere  he  lifted  his  eyes  even 
to  the  fpoufe  of  his  mafter ;  and  vanity  yet  more 
than  love  led  him  to  conceive  the  temerarious  de- 
fign  of  captivating  her  heart.  He  began  by  fedu- 
loufly  ftudying  the  inclinations  bf  the  princefs.  He 
perceived  that,  notwithftanding  the  conftraint  in 
which  fhe  hved,  Catharine  had  always  a  propenfity 
to  pleafure  ;  and  that  the  folitude  of  Oranienbaum 
rendered  diflipation  necefl'ary  to  ner.  He  accord- 
ingly  procured  her  fome  new  amufement  with  every 
returning  day.  He  engaged  the  grand  duke  to 
give  frequent  entertainments,  he  took  upon  him- 
felf  the  talk  of  inventing  and  directing  them,  fe- 

cretly 
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crctly  giving  the  grand  duchefs  to  underftand  that 
Ihe  was  the  fole  objedl  for  which  they  were  made, 
and  that  it  was  to  him  alone  (he  was  indebted  for 
them.  Catharine  was  not  infenfible  to  fuch  gal- 
lant, fuch  continued  attentions.  The  feducing 
figure  of  Soltikof,  and  the  vivacity  of  his  wit,  had 
made  imprefTion  on  her  mind.  His  ailiduities  con- 
firmed him  mafler  of  her  aifedions;  but€oItikof, 
fenfible  that  the  heart  of  the  grand  duchefs  was 
no  ordinary  conqueft,  was  afraid  of  betraying  him- 
felf  by  an  imprudent  explanation.  It  is  even  not 
impoiflble  that  at  firft  he  meant  only  to  feign  a 
pailion  which  in  the  fequel  grew  up  into  a  real  • 
attachment.  In  ftiort,  for  a  confiderable  time 
pafl,  their  fondnefs  had  been  mutual,  without  any 
declaration  on  the  part  of  either. 

An  unfortunate  event  was  the  occafion  of  acce- 
lerating this  declaration.  Soltikof  loft  his  father. 
His  duty  obliged  him  to  repair  to  Mofco.  Heob-  . 
tained  the  grand  duke's  permifTion  to  depart,  and  at 
taking  leave  of  Catharine  he  was  not  fufBciently 
mafter  of  his  feelings  to  prevent  his  difcovering  how 
much  this  parting  coft  him.  The  princefs,  who  faw 
his  tears,  was  no  lefs  touched  hcrfelf  at  the  caufe 
whence  they  flowed  ;  and  fixing  her  eyes,  with  a 
look  of  extreme  fignificance,  on  Soltikof,  fhe  con- 
jured him  to  fhorten  his  abfence  as  much  as  he 
could,  and  to  re;turn  and  forget  his  grief  in  the 
midft  of  a  brilliant  court,  where  without  him  there 
could  be  no  fuch  thing  as  pleafure. 

The 
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The  charafter  of  Soltikof  tenders  tt  eafy  to  judge 
what  effed  tlhefe  words  muft  have  produced.  He 
thought  he  perceived  that  he  was  beloved  ;  and  his 
confcions  pride  redoubled.  His  journey  took  him 
op  but  a  few  days.  What  were  domeftic  concerns 
when  balanced  with  the  felicity  he  expefted  ?  What 
was  Mofco  to  him  in  comparifon  of  Peterfbyrg  ? 
He  abandoned  all  for  the  fake  of  returning  to 
fecure  his  triumph. 

However,  on  approaching  again  the  grand  duch* 
efsy  all  the  flattering  ideas  with  which  he  had  re* 
gated  his  delighted  imagination  began  fuddenly  to 
diifolve  and  vanifh.  His  audacity  forfook  him.  He 
found  himfelf  a  prey  to  the  moil:  ferious  and  gloomy 
refledions.  He  faw  at  once  all  the  danger  of  his 
amour.  He  could  no  longer  prefume  to  flatter 
himfelf  that  Catharine  would  fo  far  forget  what  (he 
owed  to  her  rank,  to  her  fpoufe,  as  to  accept  the 
affiduities  of  a  fimple  chamberlain.  But  if  he  were 
fo  happy  as  to  fee  her  vouchfafe  to  correfpond  to 
his  pafllon,  could  he  imagine  that  he  fliould  de- 
ceive the  penetrating  eyes  of  the  jealous  and  humi- 
liated  courtiers  by  whom  (he  was  furrounded  ?  In 
a  word,  how  rilk  a  confefTion  which  might  be  re- 
paid by  a  perpetual  imprifonment,  or  even  with  the 
lofs  of  his  life!  He  fhuddered,  he  trembled,  he 
refolved  to  renounce  the  fallacious  hopes  his  un- 
bounded arrogance  hrd  made  him  cherifh. 

In  this  ftate  of  perturbation  and  defpondence, 
Soltikof  no  longer  difplayed  that  brilliant  gaiety  for 

which 
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which   he  had  hitherto  been  always  difUnguiflied. 
In  vain  did  he  fometimes  aSed  an  air  of  eafy  ele- 
gance which  he  now  no  more  poffeffed.     A  fettled 
melancholy  corroded  his  heart,  and  was  depided 
on  his  face  ;  his  health  was  vifibly  declining.     The 
grand  duchefs  took  the  alarm ;  and  one  day,  on 
finding  herfelf  alone  with  him/defired  him  to  re- 
veal the  caufe  of  fo  fudden  an  alteration.     Soltikof^ 
unable  at  that  moment  to  ftifle  or   refift  a  paffion 
thus  preying  on  his  vitals,  avowed  it  In  expreflions 
of  the   tendereft  emotion.     Catharine  heard  him 
without  anger ;  flie  feemed  even  to  pity  him  ;  but, 
with  a  coUeded  air,  (he  counfelled  him  to  renounce 
an    inclination,    of  the    irregularity    and  danger 
whereof  he  ought  to  be  fenfible.    Although  ftill  very 
young,  Soltikof  knew  but  too  well  the  female  heart 
to  be  ignorant,  that  (he  who  allows  herfelf  to  liften 
to  a  lover  has  already  begun  to  approve  him.     He 
took  courage.     He  threw  himfelf  at  the  knees  of 
the  grand  duchefs,  and  embraced  them  with  bold- 
nefs.     The  princefs  was  agitated ;  fhe  let  fall  fome 
tears ;  and  retiring  precipitately  from  the  tranfports 
of  Soltikof,  to  go  and  fhut  herfelf  in  her  cabinet, 
fhe   addrefled  to  him  that  verfe  which  Monimia 
fpeaks  to   Xiphares    in    the    tragedy  of   Mithri- 
dates :  — 

«'  Et  m^ritez  Ics  pleurs  que  vou8  m'allez  coutcr  *." 

From  that  moment  the  chamberlain  refumed  his 
wonted  gaiety  with  returning  hope ;  and  the  happy 

*  And  merit  thofe  tears  you  are  about  to  cofl  me. 

altera- 
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alteration  in  iiis  behaviour  was  felt  by  all  around 
him. 

While  the  grand  duke  and  the  grand  duchefs 
were  pafling  the  fummer  at  Oranienbauni,  the  em- 
prefs  Elizabeth  remained  at  Peterhof  *^  though  not 
without  fending,  from  time  to  t^e,  for  the  impe- 
rial couple  to  ihare  in  the  pleafures  of  her  court. 
On  thefe  little  expeditions  Soltikof  never  failed  to 
make  one  of  the  party.     In  order  to  avoid  being 
prefent  at  the  entertainments  and  feftivities  of  the 
palace,  where  the  prying  eyes  of  indifcreet  obferv- 
ers  would  throw  too  great  a  reftraint  on  her  con- 
duS,  Catharine  feigned  an  indifpofition.     [1753.] 
The  grand  duke  was  fo  infatuated  in  regard  to  his 
chamberlain,  that  he  even  engaged  him  himfelf  to 
ihare  in   the  folitude  of  his  wife,  and  to  exert  all 
the  talents  of  his  capacity  to  amufe  and  to  cheer  her, 
This  was  exaftly  what  the  two  lovers  defired  ;   and 
it  is  not  difficult  to  imagine  that   they  turned  the 
moments  to  profit.     This  tide  of  fuccefs  fecmed 
now  at   its  height ;  and   the  young   chamberlain 
experienced  a  fignal  turn  of  affairs.     The  grand 
duchefs  was  not  always  fufficiently  on  her  guard  for 
concealing  the  inclination  (he  entertained  for  him. 
The  courtiers,  always  artful,  always  envious,  began 
by  remarking  the   preference  that  wounded  their 
pride,  and  were  not  long  in  tracing  k  to  its  fource. 
The  ruin  of  Soltikof  was  now  pretty  certain.     The 

*  A  country-palace,  fituate  25  verila  from  Ptterfburjj  ;  on  '.!ic 
border  of  the  gulf  of  FInliinJ,  built  by  Peter  I.     • 

very 
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very  men  who  fhewed  him  the  moft  marks  of  friend* 
(hip,  and  who  of  courfe  had  the  moft  means  of 
doing  him difler vice,  fecretlyfound  the  method  of  con- 
veying  to  the  emprefs  their  fufpicions  of  an  amour 
between  the  chamberlain  and  the  grand  duchefs* 
Of  an  amorous  difpofition  herfelf,  Elizabeth  per- 
haps was  not  bound  to  take  great  offence  at  the 
intrigue :  but  (he  was  haughty ;  and  ia  tlie  firfl; 
burfts  of  her  indignation,  (he  declared  that  Solti- 
kof  fhould  pay  for  his  temerity  by  an  exile  into 
Siberia. 

Soltikof,  informed  of  the  dangers  that  menaced 
him,  immediately  fet  about  the  means  of  avoiding 
them.  He  faw  that  the  beft  method  of  preventing 
the  ftorm  from  burfling  upon  him  was  boldly  to 
brave  it.  Affuming,  therefore,  a  look  of  aflfurance, 
and  putting  on  the  air  of  affronted  innocence,  he 
ran  to  the  grand  duke  to  complain  of  the  calui^nies 
that  had  been  fo  audacioufly  fpread.  He  reminded 
the  prince  that  he  had  only  prcfented  himfelf  to  the 
grand  duchefs  in  confequence  of  cxprefs  orders  re- 
ceived from  himfelf;  and  that  he  had  never  beheld 
her  but  with  all  the  refpeft  that  was  due  to  her  rank. 
He  remarked  to  him,  that  thefe  invidious  flanders, 
though  outwardly  lanced  againft  him,  were  intended 
as  a  clandeftine,  but  certain  attack  on  the  heir  of 
the  empire,  fmce  in  thefe  infamous  reports  the 
honour  of  the  crown  was  infinitely  more  implicated 
than  the  reputation  of  an  individual  like  him. 
He  concluded  by  adding,  that  in  order,  to  furnifli 

$  no 
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no  farther  pretence  to  the.  jealoufy  of  his  ene- 
mies, and  to  calm  the  mind  of  the  emprefs,  he 
prayed  the  grand  duke  for  permiflion  to  retire  to 
Mofco. 

Thfe  fpeech  of  Soltikof  not  only  impofed  on  the 
credulous  prince,  but  perfuaded  him  that  for  his 
own  honour  he  (hould  keep  the  chamberlain  about 
tke  perfon  of  his  fpoufe.  He  ordered  him  to  re- 
main ;  then  aflced  for  an  audience  of  the  emprefs, 
in  which  he  complained  of  the  infolent  reports  that 
had  been  induftrioufly  fent  abroad :  he  defended 
Soltikof  with  fo  much  vehemence,  and  with  fuch 
fpedous  arguments^  that  Elizabeth  herfelf  began  to 
believe  that  the  reports  which  had  been  raifed  about 
him  might  poflibly  be  no  more  than  the  fabrication 
of  envy. 

While  this  fcene  was  tranfafting  in  the  apartment 
of  Elizabeth,  the  grand  duchefs  did  not  remain 
idle :  ftie  was  more  interefted  than  any  one  in  put- 
ting a  ftop  to  thefe  injurious  reports,  and  to  prefer ve 
her'  lover.      Indeed,  who  was  more  capable  than 
herfelf  of  undertaking  her  own  defence  ?    Informed 
by  madame  Narifhkin  of  the  pains  the  grand  duke 
had  taken  in  the  juftification  of  Soltikof,  and  of 
the  fuccefs  he  had  jufl:  obtained,  (he  immediately 
prefented  herfelf  to  the  emprefs.     Forgetting  the  air 
of  meeknefs  fhe  had  hitherto  always  put  on  in  the 
prefence  of  the  fovereign,  flie  broke  forth  into  re- 
proaches on  the  credit  that  could  be  given  to  fuch 
odious  fufpicions.     She  reprefcnted  how  much  the 

proofs 
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proofs  demanded  by  the  emprefs  of  her  innocence 
inufl;  be  fallacious  and  uncertain^  and  how  all  public 
inquiry  muft  infallibly  be  attended  with  difgrace,  as 
on  every  occafion  of  this  nature  the  fmalleft  doubt 
always  left  an  indelible  blot.  Grief,  vengeance, 
rage,  by  turns  gave  fo  much  force  to  her  eloquence, 
that  Elizabeth  was  unable  to  refift  it :  flie  appeared 
moved,  melted,  perfuaded ;  and  the  vidlory  of 
Catharine  was  flill  more  complete  than  that  of  the 
grand  duke. 

In  the  evening,  as  is  the  cuftom  at  the  court  of 
St,  Petcfrfburg,  there  was  a  circle  at  the  palace,  and 
the  emprefs  with  eagernefs  embraced  the  opportu- 
nity  for  teftifying  in  the  eyes  of  the  court,  that  Sol- 
tikof  had  nothing  to  apprehend  from  her.  The 
chamberlain  was  engaged  at  play :  Elizabeth 
advancing  to  the  back  of  his  chair,  alked  him,  with 
that  grace  which  (he  had  the  art  of  throwing  into  all 
that  fhe  faid,  whether  he  was  happy  ?  —  "  By  no 
"  means,  madam,"  returned  Sokikof.  —  '*  I  am 
"  forry  for  it,"  flie  replied ;  "  but  perhaps  that 
may  be  partly  by  your  own  fault.  It  is  faid  that 
you  intend  to  quit'the  grand  duke?  I  cannot 
believe  it ;  and  I  invite  you  to  remain  about  him: 
**  be  affured  that  if  your  enemies  (hould  attempt 
again  to  injure  you,  I  fhall  be  the  firfl  to  defend 


(( 


"  you." 


Though  it  had  been  true  that  Soltikof  had  feri- 
oufly  formed  the  defign  of  retiring  from  court,  thefc 
words  would  have  been  enough  to  have  detained 
him  J  and  even   though  his  enemies   might   have 

acquiied 
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iquired  the  moft  convincing  proofs  of  his  auda- 
city, they,  would  have  flopped  their  mouths  for 
ever^ 

In  the  mean  time  the  grand  duke  cohabited  with 
Ms  fpoufe  s  and  thenceforward  Sollikof  thought 
he  had  no  longer  any  danger  to  prevent ;  he  now 
tailed  without  difturbance  or  remorfe  thofe  pleafures 
irom  the  confequences  of  which  he  had  nothing  to 
dread.  Catharine  herfelf  no  longer  needed  to  be  fo 
ibid  in  her  precautions  ;  her  firft  fuccefs  had  given 
her additionalboldnefs.  Befides,  the  example  of 
the  empreis  Elizabeth,  whofe  manners  were  grow- 
ing more  and  more  corrupt,  and  who  engaged  in 
nev  follies  from  day  to  day,  feemed  to  afford  fome 
excafe  for  her  paflion.  The  emprefs  queftioned 
nothing  of  an  intrigue  which  (he  might  eafily  have 
perceived  ;  or  if  flie  obferved  it,  flie  at  lead  no 
longer  evinced  either  anger  or  fufpicion. 

1754.  Time,  which  enfeebles  and  often  extin- 
guiflies  the  mod  ardent  pafiions,  dimimfhed  not  that 
of  Catharine.  That  princefs  expefted  fhortly  to  be- 
come a  mother;  Soltikof  was  daily  acquiring  a 
greater  afcendant  over  her  heart;  but  his  happinefs 
was  at  its  ultimate  term ;  he  became  himfelf  the  arti- 
ficer of  his  ruin. 

The  grand  chancellor  Befluchef,  with  the  reft  of 
the  courtiers,  had  been  filent  on  the  favour  enjoyed 
by  Soltikof;  but  he  was  not  on  that  account  the  lefs 
vigilant  and  attentive,  Inceffantly  occupied  with 
the  projeft  of  difplacing  the  grand  duke  from  his 
VOL.  I.  H  fucceflion 
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fucceffion  to  the  throne,  the  veteran  'minifter  per- 
celved  that  the  furefl:  means  for  fucceeding  was  to 
gain  over  the  favourite  of  the  prince,  in  order  to 
undo  him  firft.        ^ 

■ 

Buftuchef,  whom  the  title  of  grand  chancellor, 
miited  with  the  general  adminidration  of  aSair8>  his 
influence,  and  his  profound  policy,  rendered  one  of 
the  mod  powerful  perfons  of  the  empire,  became 
the  humble  fycophant  of  Soltikof.     He  lavifhed  on 
him  the  marks  of  deference,  praifes,  carefles,  in  the 
greateft  profufion.     He  revealed  to  ftim  the  fecrets 
that  were  of  the  utmoft  importance;  he  frequently 
confulted  him,  or  feigned  to  confult  him ;  he  at 
length  fo  completely  gained  his  confidence,  that  the 
chamberlain,  blinded  by  pride,  thought  he  had  no 
firmer  a  friend  than  the  wily  minifter :  while  he, 
who  now  faw  what  authority  he  had  acquired  over 
Soltikof,  and  who  thought  of  nothing  but  to  free 
himfelf  from  fo  dangerous  a  rival,  induced  him  to 
take  the  mod  fatal  meafures.     He  told  him,  that 
for  augmenting  the  afcendancy  he  had  gained,  and 
to  render  hinifclf  entirely  mafter  of  the  gracd  duke's 
mind,  it  was  ncceflary  to  put  away  from  the  prince 
all  perfons  of  birth,  of  ambition,  or  talents,  and  to 
let  him  have  none  about  him  but  vile  and  obfcure 
people,  or  who,  being  placed  by  Soltikof  himfelf, 
would  be  fervilely  devoted  to  his  intereft,     Soltikof 
perceived  not  the  fnare.     He  was  moreover  incapa- 
ble of  penetrating  into  the  motive  of  fo  perfidious 
an  advice.     His  favour  made  dl  things  poUible  to 

2  him ; 
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turn ;  his  ambition  increafed ;  he  attempted  to  fe- 
cure  to  himfelf  an  abfolute  fway ;  and  he  was  eager 
to  put  in  praftice  what  the  old  chancellor  had  told 
him.  Thus  one  moment  of  i  mpr udence  demolifhed 
t  triumph  of  feveral  years. 

This  new  tempeft  raifed  againft  the  favourite, 
blackened  all  at  once*  The  young  courtiers  feeing 
themfelves  removed  from  the  heir  of  the  throne, 
broke  out  into  murmurs,  and  joined  their  efforts  to 
thofe  of  the  friends  of  Beftuchcf.  The  chancellor 
rekindled  the  audacity  of  Tfchoglokof,  of  Razu- 
Biof{ky,and  thofe  of  their  party  j  who  at  length  all 
united  together  to  caufe  their  complaints  to  reach  the 
cars  of  Elizabeth.  Beftuchef  perceived  that  it  was 
time  for  him  to  fpeak  to  the  emprefs  himfelf.  He 
accordingly  had  a  fecret  conference  whh  her ;  in 
which  he  recalled  to  her  mind  all  chat  fhe  already 
knew  of  the  ueakncfs  of  the  grand  duke,  of  his  ex. 
travagancies,  and  the  riot  to  which  he  was  addifted. 
He  told  her  that  thefe  extravagancies  and  this  riot 
took  their  origin  from  Soltikof ;  who,  that  he  might 
the  more  effeftually  fubject  the  prince  to  his  will, 
fiiffered  none  to  approach  him  but  abjed  flatterers 
and  wild  debauchees.  He  revived  the  fufpicions, 
but  too  well  founded,  and  for  fo  long  time  fpread, 
on  the  criminal  intercourfe  carried  on  by  the  cham- 
berlain with  the  grand  duchefs.  He  concluded 
by  reprefenting  him  as  a  perfidious  favourite, 
whofe  ambition  threatened  Ruflla  with  an  odious 

reign. 

H  2  The 
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The  cmprefs,  incenfed  at  what  flie  heard,  refolved 
once  more  to  punifli  Soldkof ;  but,  direfted  by  the 
aged  chancellor,  (he  took  at  this  time  furer  meafures 
than  before.  The  fecret  was  kept,  and  the  difgracc 
of  the  chamberlain  was  covered  by  the  pretext  of 
an  honourable  embafly.  Elizabeth  commiilioned 
him  CO  repair  to  Stockholm  with  the  title  of  envoy 
extraordinary,  to  notify  to  the  king  of  Sweden 
the  birth  of  Paul  Petrovitch,  of  whom  the  grand 
duchefs had  juft  been  delivered  *.  The  prefumptuous 
Soltikof  at  firfl  confidered  this  employ  as  a  new  mark 
of  the  emprefs's  favour.  He  accepted  it  with  grati« 
tude,  repaired  haflily  toSweden,  and  left  it  with  equal 
fpeed.  But  fcarcely  had  he  quitted  Stockholm  to  re* 
turn  to  St,  Pcterfburg,  when  he  was  flopped  on  the 
way  by  a  courier,  who  put  into  his  hands  the  order 
fur  him  to  go  and  refide  at  Hamburg,  in  quality 
of  minifter  plenipotentiary  from  the  court  of 
Ruffia. 

Soliikof  now  opened  his  eyes.  He  faw  that  he 
had  been  cruelly  deceived.  He  wrote  to  the  grand 
duchefs,  and  engaged  her  to  folicit  his  recall.  That 
princefs,  not  lefs  fenfible  than  he  to  this  feparation, 
wifhed  at  firft  to  employ  her  influence  and  her  elo- 
quence with,  the  emprefs,  to  induce  her  to  command 
his  return  ;  but  the  chancellor,  who  had  forefeen  all 
that  happened,  went  to  her  with  fpeed,  to  convince 
her  of  the  danger  of  this  propofal.     He  told  her 

*  The  laof  Oaobcr  1754. 

plainly 
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plainly  that  the  fteps  fhe  hazarded  in  favour  of  Sol- 
tikof  \/ould  corroborate  the  fufpicions  that  were 
already  excited  againil  her,  and  would  cfFeftually 
tend  to  her  ruin.  She  was  entirely  convinced 
by  his  arguments.  Ambitipn  impofed  filence  on 
love. 

Catharine,  however,  preferved  for  fome  time  the 
pailion  flie  had  conceived  for  the  chamberlain.  She 
wrote  to  him,  and  frequently  received  letters  from 
him.  Misfortune  feemed  even  to  augment  her  ten- 
dernefs ;  when  all  at  once,  the  prefence  of  a  ftranger 
whom  fortune  had  brought  to  the  court  of  Ruffia, 
caufed  her  to  forget  the  lover  whom  fhe  no  longer 
law. 

1755.  The  young  count  Staniflaus  Poniatofsky, 
whom  Catharine  firft  raifed  to  the  throne  of  Poland, 
and  afterwards  hurled  indignantly  from  it,  was  the 
happy  fuccelTor  of  Soltikof.  Born  a  fimple  noble- 
man, and  deditute  of  fortune,  but  endowed  with 
a  handfome  figure  and  full  of  ambition  *,  Poniatof- 

•  The  father  of  Poniatofsky  was  an  adventurer ;  who,  from 
the  condition  of  adomedic  in  the  family  of  MicLiclky  in  Lithua- 
nia, went  into  theferviceof  Charles  XII.  and  oblaincd  the  con- 
fidence  of'  that  prince.  He  afterwards  attached  himfelf  to  kin;^ 
Stani{Iau3  Lechinfkyi  whom  lie  bttrayed  by  conveying  from  him 
the  abdication  which  Auguftus  II.  had  formerly  given  him  in 
prefence  pf  Charles  XII.  Provided  with  this  important  record, 
Poniatofsky  repaired  to  Warfaw,  where  Auguftus  rewarded  bis 
pcrBdy  by  giving  him  in  marriage  the  princefs  Chart orinfky.  a 
defcendaat  of  the  houfe  of  Yagcllon.  Staniflaus  Poniutofsky 
W9S  the  fruit  of  this  marriage. 

J13  Iky 


101  LIFE  OF   THE 

iky  amufed  for  fome  time  in  Germany  and  Franca 
his  anxiety  and  his  vague  expedations.    He  met 
with  tolerable  fuccefs  at  Paris>  where  the  friendihip 
of  the  fwedi(h  ambaifador  procured   him  diftin« 
guifhed  connexions :  but  his  mother^  who  dreaded 
the  influence  which  the  too  bewitching  pleafuresLof 
that  city  might  have  upon  him,  wrote  to  him  her 
orders  to  leave  it.    In  this  fhe  was  right,  as  Ponia* 
toffky  had  already  brought  himfelf  into  jail  for  debt» 
whence  he  owed  his  deliverance  to  the  generofity  of 
madame  Geofirin  *•     Poniatoffky  immediately  quit- 
ted France  and  repaired  to  England,  where  he  found 
fir  Charles  Hanbury  Williams,  whom  he  had  for- 
merly known  at  the  court  of  Warfaw ;  and  who, 
being  appointed  by  the  cabinet  of  London   to  the 
embaify  of  Peterfburg,  engaged  him  to  accompany 
him  thither.    Without  bearing  any  title  that  at* 
tached  him  to  the  embafly,  the  young  Pule  employ*- 
ed  himfelf  in  the  cabinet  of  the  ambaflador,  and 
ferved  him  in  the  office  of  fecretary.     He  even  dci. 
termined  at  firft  to  confine  himfelf  to  diplomatic 
aflfairs ;  but  the  tafte  for  diflipation  to  which  he  had 
long  been  accuilomed,  his  youth,  the  feducing  op- 
portunities which  daily  prefented  themfelves,  foon 
brought  him  back  to  the  purfuit  of  pleafure.     He 
was  by  nature  of  a  gay^  witty,  and  fpirited  difpofi* 
tion,  and  therefore  adapted  to  fucceed  at  a  court 

^  For  an  account  of  this  extraordinary  woxnaui  fee  ''  VariCv 
I*  tips  of  LUcratMrc/'  vgl,  ii»  p.  33 1  f  Jj 

where 
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where  atnufement  feemed  to  be  the  mod  important 
concern.  Accordingly  it  was  not  long  before  he 
perceived  the  impreffion  he  had  made  upon  the  heart 
of  Catharine. 

1756.  Poniatofsk)',  bold  and  even  audacious, 
vas  yet  awed  by  the  high  rank  of  the  grand 
duchcfs ;  and  the  obfervant  eyes  of  the  numerous 
courtiers  obliged  him  to  reprcfs  his  ardour.  For 
fome  time  the  two  lovers  cohverfed  only  by  their 
looks;  but  to  thefe  mute  converfations  at  length 
others  fucceeded  in  which  they  reciprocally  declared 
thdr  attachment,  and  confulted  on  the  means  of 
indulging  their  inclinations  without  conftraint. 

Led  by  the  feveral  motive's  of  interefl  and  vanity, 
fome  perfons  of  the  court,  who  watched  the  mo- 
tions of  the  grand  duchefs  only  to  thwart  and  cen- 
fure  her  views,  loft  no  time  in  informing  the  em- 
prefs  Elizabeth  of  the  ne^  intrigue  of  her  adoptive 
niece. 

Elizabeth  had  no  efteem  for  her  nephew;  fhe 
cared  but  little  for  the  honour  of  the  grand 
duchefs ;  (he  was  in  general  not  more  fevere  to- 
wards  the  condu£t  of  others,  than  careful  of  her 
own ;  in  fhort,  fhe  was  always  afraid  to  punifli : 
but  the  extreme  facility  with  which  (he  followed 
fhe  counfels  of  the  perfons  about  her,  made  her 
often  aft  with  a  rigour  entirely  abhorrent  to  her 
general  charafter.  She  gave  orders  to  Poniatofsky 
to  quit  RufGa  without  delay.     Poniatofbky  obeyed. 

H  4  By 


.  .a:  !i,Lnil  the  grand  duke, 

.  .  -v-i  rom  the  court,  thechan* 

.-    V  ^  *.c:cJ  nothing  for  ftrength* 

m:  of  the  grand  duchefs. 

s*  ,*rjxcels  appeared  to  increafe 

lie  Hattered  her  inclinations; 

:.wv,    o  ch^m;  he  made  her  at  length 

c  ,x:n  the  chiei' caufe  of  the  ruin 

.^.     She  thought  (he  might  make 

"CLjvcring  the  fccond.     The  old  mi. 

...^  !i:s  return,  and  haflened  his  endea* 

•;  :c.     Poniatofsky  he  thought  far  left 

... wi  rhan  Soltikof.     He  knew  that  the 

s  •.. 'marine  could  never  remain  in  a  ftate  of 

K"  :;:crcfore  preferred  feeing  a  foreigner 

,     .'  .1!  i  Ruffian  the  objeft  of  her  choice. 

.  ,      Ihj  grand    chancellor   ^\'as    intimately 

..«v.wU  \»idi  the  count  de  Bruhl,  prime  mini- 

^   iV  kinj:  of  Poland  *.     lie  acquainted  him 

...wi  \^!(h  the  paffion  the  grand  duchefs  enter- 

..     or   Poniatofsky,  and  the  advantage  to  be 

.li  of  fending  the  young  Pole  to  RufTia,  in- 

.^  v\I:!ia  character  that  would  forve  as  a  p!au- 

^,   '.s.v\:  for  his  return.      The  count  de  Bruhl 

o^a.  1 1*1  l'»\*M  p:i!jf  to  Au^uftus  II.  and  by  his  intrigues 

V  i;w»*ii»  111.  in  ol):.iiiiin\r  the  crown,  which  procured 

^    :  ^'.:    %»(  liiiu  mon.'.ii'h.     Bpiiil  (.i;v\%:ci  himfclf  to  the 

.  .»  V\u.M  j!u\  PriiTlVuij^,  who  both  contrlbiitcil  to  keep 

>  »  "luv\-.     i^t'all  t!u*  men  of  hi$  time,  fays  Frederic  II. 

.»,   ^ivateil  number  cf  clothes,  watches,  laces,  bootSi 


,.    ,       -v     iSl-i""*'- 
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immediately  perceived  the  importance  of  the  pro- 

je£b ;  fome  embarrajnfment,  however,  attended  its 

execution :    two  pofitive  laws  ia  dired  oppodtion 

to  his  views  on  the  favourite  muft  be  infringed  in 

their  behalf. 

Every  Pole,  in  poffeffion  of  a  flarpfty,  was  pro« 
hibited  by  the  former  from  quitting  the  republic. 

The  other  enjoined,  that  a  Pole  could  never  be 
charged  at  a  foreign  court  with  the  management 
of  the  affairs  of  Saxony,  nor  a  Saxon  with  thofe.  of 
Poland* 

But  Bruhl  had  often  the  art  of  making  the  laws 
fubfervient  to  his  will.  The  neceffity  of  gaining 
the  afcendant  at  the  court  of  Ruflia,  and  the  defire 
of  further  conciliating  the  favour  of  the  ruifiaa 
minifter,  whom  the  Saxon  regarded  as  one  of  his 
chief  fupports,  obviated  every  objcftioh.  Ponia* 
tofsky  was  publicly  decorated  with  the  order  of 
the  White  Eagle ;  and  foon  after  a  fecret  council 
was  held>  in  which  he  was  named  minifler  pleni- 
potentiary of  the  republic  and  king  of  Poland  to 
the  emprefs  Elizabeth.  The  cuftomary  convoca^ 
tion  of  ihtfcnatus  concilium  was  even  negleded  on 
this  occadon. 

The  indignation  of  all  patriot  Poles  was  excited 
at  this  tranfadion.  But  they  were  not  aware  that 
the  new  plenipotentiary  was  the  creature  of  Char- 
torinfky,  and  devoted  to  the  politics  oi  England 
and  Pruiija, 

Durand* 
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Durandy  a  man  of  perfpicacity  and  couragCf 
charged  with  the  concerns  of  France  in  the  abfence 
of  the  count  de  Br6glio,  repaired  to  count  BruM^ 
to  reinonftrate  ^rith  him  on  the  choice  he  had 
made>  at  a  moment  when  it  was  of  fo  much  iiri* 
portance  to  Poland  to  keep  on  good  terms  with  the 
courts  of  Vienna  and  VerfaiUes.  The  count  by  a 
falfehood  attempted  to  impofe  on  the  agent  of 
France  i  he  protefted  that  he  had  exerted  no  in^ 
fluence  in  the  nomination  of  Poniatofsky  ;  and  in 
the  meanwhile  haftened  his  departure  with  the 
greater-  zeal. 

Bruhl,  become  now  the  patron  of  Poniatofsky, 
omitted  nothing  on  his  part  to  enfure  a  fuccefs^ 
that  might  juftify  his  choice.  He  well  knew  the 
uneafinefs  that  pervaded  the  ruiCan  court,  while  it 
affeded  an  exterior  of  oriental  magnificence.  He 
was  not  ignorant  that  Elizabeth  was  lavifhing  on 
her  minions,  and  the  inventors  of  fumptuous  and 
fantaftical  feftivities,  the  fums  that  (hould  have 
been  applied  to  the  wants  of  the  empire ;  in  (hort, 
he  knew  that  the  grand  duke  and  grand  duchefs 
were  languifhing  in  a  penury  unworthy  of  their 
rank.  He  therefore  remitted  to  Poniatofsky  fix 
thoufand  ducats,  that,  on  prefling  emergencies,  he 
might  advance  them  to  the  prince  and  his  confort, 
and  thereby  conciliate  their  entire  concurrence. 
Poniatofsky  dexteroufly  profited  by  the  counfels  and 
benefaftions  of  Bruhl.  He  was  already  fure  of 
the  grand,  du chefs 's  heart  j  he  fucceeded  foon  after 

with 
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lath  the  fpoufe.  He  talked  englifh  and  german 
«kb  him  i,  he  drank,  fmoked,  fpoke  ill  of  France, 
ibofed  the  French,  and  extolled  the  king  of 
Pruffia  with  unlimited  praife.  ^  In  addition  to  fo 
many  recommendations,  ,he  afieded  an  immoderate 
purfnit  of  pleafure.  But  the  Poles,  and  even  the 
Roffians,  foon  penetrated  his  ambitious  defigns, 
aad  pretended  that  he  was  facrificing  the  interefts 
of  his  mafter  and  the  Chartorinfkys  to  his  own 
printe  views*-  Time  has  fmce  (hewn  that  they 
were  not  deceived. 

What  indeed  might  not  a  man  of  penetration 
aad  addrefs  have  done  in  thofe  days  at  the  court 
of  Pcterlburg  ?  What  were  th^  principal  perfonages 
at  that  luxurious,  intriguing,  and  profligate  court  ? 

The  emprefs  Elizabeth  had  infenfibly  proceeded 
from  moderate  pleafures  to  the  extravagance  of 
fisofuality ;  and  her  tafte  for  devotion  augmented 
with  her  voluptuoufnefs.  She  continued  whole 
hours  on  her  knees  before  the  pifture  of  fomc 
fiuot  *,  to  which  ihe  fpoke,  which  ilie  even  confult- 

ed, 

*  The  worfhip  of  the  pi^lurcs  of  faints  is  an  univcrfal  prac* 
tice  in  the  orthodox  greek  chyrch*  The  decalogue,  it  feems, 
foriwda  only  graven  images.  —  Notwiihllanding  the  unbounded 
tolention  which  prevails  in  Rudiaj  there  is  ilill  wliat  is  called 
>  pTtdooiinant  religion  J  and  to  which,  as  John  James  obfenresy,, 
tbe  prince  and  the  executioner' always  belong.  The  fyftem  of 
^Itk  adopted  by  the  tzar  and  the  native  RufQans  is  that  deno« 
»»natcd  by  divines  the  grfei  religion,  which  In  feme  particulars 
diffcrj  from  the  latin.     Without  tiring  the  reader  with  a  circum* 

ftami4 
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cd,  and  pafled  alternately  from  ads  of  bigotry  to 
the  intemperance  of  lull,  and  from  fcenes  of  lafci« 
vioufnefs  to  the  opiates  of  prayer.  She  would  fre- 
quently drink  to  excefs;  and  at  fuch  times  too 
feofual,  too  impatient  for  the  delays  of  unlacing, 
her  women  ufed  to  efFe£l  the  fame  purpofe  by  means 
of  the  feiiTars.  In  what  manner  fuch  nights  were 
pafled,  it  becomes  not  the  hiftorian  to  undraw  her 
curtains  to  reveal. 

The  grand  duchefs,  blinded  by  her  paiEon,  and 
confequently  unmindful  of  the  leflbns  of  prudence 
which  her  mother  had  left  her,  but  which  fhe  af- 
terwards took  for  the  guides  of  her  conduft,  be- 
trayed  a  f^int  imitation  of  the  irregularities  of  her 
aunt.  She  followed  no  counfels  but  thofe  of  Be* 
(luchef,  the  englifli  ambaflador  \Villiams>  and  the 
gallant  Poniatofsky  :  on  which  occaflon,  a  foreign* 
cr  *  then  at  Petcrfburg  obferved,  in  allufion  to 
thefe  three  perfonages,  that  ihe  could  not  fail  of 
being  badly  conduded,  fmce  (he  took  for  her 
guides  men  fo  confummate  in  knavery,  madnefs. 


ftantial  cxpofition  of  thcfc  idle  di[liii<5)ions,  to  fay  nothing  of 
their  fcveral  notions  about  the  proccflion  of  the  holy  gho(l,  and 
of  the  quality  of  the  bread  in  the  facrament,  it  will  be  fufficient 
to  obfcrrc,  that  the  Greeks  deny  the  fuprcmacy  of  the  roroan 
pontiff  in  church  matters,  and  condemn  the  worihip  of  carved 
images.  Accord in«;ly  they  have  no  images  in  their  churches* 
but  multitudes  of  piclures,  reprcfcnting  thoufands  of  faints,  to 
which  they  pay  almofl  the  fame  divine  honours  as  to  the  deity 
himfelf. 

•  M.  de  THopItal,  ambaffador  from  France, 

and 
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and  folly.  Poniatofsky  was  never  from  her  ;  (he 
devoted  to  him  the  whole  of  her  time ;  and  (he 
made  fo  litde  fecret  of  this  intimacy,  that  public 
report  was  very  loud  to  her  prejudice.  The  grand 
dachefe  was  after  fome  months  delivered  of  the 
princefs  Anne  *,  who  lived  only  fifteen  months. 

1758.  The  grand  duke  was  the  only  man  at 
court  that  knew  nothing  of  what  was  palling.  Nor 
ought  this  to  excite  our  furprifc.  Peter,  though, 
as  we  have  feen,  apparently  marked  out  for  par- 
ticular exploits,  by  having  at  once  two  feparate 
offers  of  a  crown,  yet  the  people  among  whom  he 
was  thrown  did  not  co-operate  with  the  finger  of 
fortune,  but  feeraed  rather  anxious  to  fruftrate 
her  views.  His  education  had  been  entirely  neg- 
lefted  in  Holftein ;  his  naturally  good  underftand- 
hig  was  not  enriched  with  fcience ;  his  vehement 
temper  was  undirected  to  ufeful  exertion,  unfofcened 
by  culture  to  the  tender  affections,  and  by  any 
attachment  to  the  arts  that  embellifh  life.  In  Ruflia 
his  fituation  aflbrded  him  but  little  opportunity, 
awed  as  he  was  by  the  chancellor  Beftuchef  Riumin, 
for  improving  his  qualities  or  extending  his  know- 
ledge. He  was  young,  and  had  no  honeft  friend. 
llie  image  of  his  illuftrious  grandfather  might  pre- 
fent  itfelf  to  his  imagination :  but  he  found  no 
guide  to  affift  him  in  the  emulation  of  his  great 
example.  Kept  at  a  diftance  from  all  bufinefs  of 
public  concern,  he  confined  himfelf  almoft  folely 

*  I3  the  month  of  Ftbrtiary  1758. 

to 


no  iitB  o*  rnt 

to  the  company  of  his  Holfteiners,  and  to  the  exer« 
cifes  of  his  gcrman  foldiers.  His  enemies  had  even 
robbed  him  of  the  affedion  of  his  aunt>  and  ftroye 
to  fow  difcord  between  him  and  his  fpoufe.  Dif- 
truft  and  apprehenfion  mufl:  frequently  have  gotten 
pofleffion  of  his  foul ;  and  in  thofe  moments  he 
had  recourfe  to  artificial  exhilarations  that  were 
unworthy  of  him. 

What  wonder  then  that  he  was  blinded  to  what 
fo  nearly  concerned  him  ?  Befides,  being  always 
a  great  admirer  of  the  king  of  Pruffia,  he  now  de- 
voted himfelf  entirely  to  copy,  with  a  fervile  affec- 
tation, the  air,  the  manners,  the  tone  of  that  mo- 
narch. He  dreiTed  his  tittle  army  at  Oranienbaum 
in  the  pruffian  uniform,  and  wore,  it  himfelf;  he 
fatigued  his  Ibldiers  in  ufelefs  manoeuvres  and  pain- 
ful cxercifes :  from  thefe  he  fat  down  to  the  ex- 
cels of  the  table,  and  in  the  delirium  of  intem- 
perance would  declare,  that  he  would  one  day  be 
the  conqueror  of  the  north,  and  the  rival  of  the 
prudian  hero.  But  how  great  the  difference 
between  the  imitator  and  the  model ! 

The  grand  chancellor  inceflantly  occupied  in  his 
projeft  of  vilifying  and  calumniating  the  prince, 
and  of  favouring  the  inclination  of  Catharine,  in 
the  hope  that  when  fhe  (hould  have  afccnded  the 
throne  fhe  would  keep  him  in  his  place,  forgot  the 
intereft  "of  the  empire  in  attending  to  his  own.  The 
ottier  minifters,  who  for  the  moft  part  were  crea- 
tures 
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tures  devoted  to  his  views,  followed  the  fteps  of 
their  mafter. 

The  Razumofskys,  the  Schuvalofs,  the  Tflioglo- 
kofs,  the  Narifiikins,  the  Vorontzofs,  and  the  whole 
herd  of  courtiers^  while  they  faw  the  depravity  of 
their  patrons,  meanly  fuppreflcd  their  contempt,  or 
ftifled  it  with  flattery. 

The  people,  who  could  eafily  fee  the  diforders 
of  the  court,  feemed  afraid  to  lift  their  eves  on 
Elizabeth.  They  revered  in  her  the  blood  of 
Peter  the  great,  without  taking  umbrage  at  her 
vices.  Such  force  has  ftill  the  impulfion  given  by 
the  reforming  defpot  of  Ruflia !  So  far  is  the  Ruf- 
fian addicted  to  obedience,  and  hardened  to  the 
yoke ! 

The  grand  chancellor  BePtuchef  having  fucceed- 
cd  in  reconciling  the  court  of  Vienna  with  that  of 
St.  Peterft)urg,  the  einprefs  Elizabeth  and  Maria 
Therefa  of  Auflria  had  formed,  in  1748,  an  ofFen- 
five  and  defenfive  alliance  againft  the  king  of  Pruf. 
fia,  to  which  the  king  of  Poland,  Auguftus  III. 
had  acceded  as  elector  of  Saxony.  ^ 

.  The  French  and  the  Englifti,  juflly  confidered 
as  the  two  principal  nations  of  Europe,  and  formed 
for  a  reciprocal  efteem  of  each  other,  feemed  only 
capable  of  entertaining  a  mutual  hatred.  The  pof- 
feffion  of  fome  uncultivated  trafts  of  land  in  Ame- 
rica, rekindled  the  flames  of  war  between  them ; 
aud  the  firft  fpark,  ifluing  from  the  extremities  of 
Canada,  occafioned  a  conflagration  which  foon 
fpread  over  the  two  quarters  of  the  globe.  Fre- 
deric 
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deric  II.,  now  become  the  ally  of  England,  and 
the  inveterate  enemy  of  Maria  Therefa  and  of 
Augudus  III.  began  his  hodilities  by  the  invafion 
of  Saxony  *,  and  by  the  capture  of  the  whole  faxon 
army,  intrenched  in  the  camp  of  Pirna,  and  com* 
pofed  of  feventeen  thoufand  men :  while  another 
pruflian  army,  having  entered  Bohemia,  defeated 
the  Auilrians  in  two  or  three  encounters. 

The  emprefs  Elizabeth  ordered  fieldmarfhal 
Apraxin  to  march  with  forty  thoufand  Ruffians  to 
avenge  the  eledor  of  Saxony,  and  to  afTid  Maria 
Therefa  in  driving  the  Pruffians  out  of  Bohemia, 
and  to  reconquer  Silefia,  which  Frederic,  fixteen 
years  before,  had  ravifhed  from  her.  Apraxin  firfl: 
made  himself  mafter  of  Memel,  and  then  advanced 
to  the  vicinity  of  Grofs-Yaegerfdorf,  where  the  Pruf- 
fians, commanded  by  marfhal  Lehvald,  came  and 
attacked  him.  The  vidory  was  for  a  long  time 
obftinatdy  difputed,  but  at  length  remained  with 
the  Ruffians,  who,  after  having  killed  more  than 
two  thoufand  of  th6  Pruffians,  forced  them  to 
abandcui  the  field  of  battle,  leaving  twenty-nine 
pieces  of  cannon  t- 

*  Frederic  II.  in  his  hiilory  of  the  fcven  years  war,  fays^ 
that  he  only  got  the  ftart  of  his  enemies,  and  that  he  was  ap- 
j>rifed  of  theii  intentions;  as  a  cleric  of  the  chancery  of  Drefdcn, 
gained  over  hy  the  prufiian  minifter,  conveyed  to  him  every 
week  a  copy  of  the  Hifpatcheh  which  the  court  of  Saxony  re- 
ceived from  Pcterfburg  and  from  Vienna, 

f  Frederic  11.  cftimates  the  lofs  of  the  Pruffians  at  only  four- 
teen hundred  men,  and  thirteen  pieces  of  cannon. 

If 
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If  Apraxln  had  profited  by  this  firfl  advantage, 
and  the  terror  he  had  thereby  raifed,  it  would  have 
been  cafy  for  him  to  have  marched  to  Berlin.  But, 
to  the  extreme  aftoniihment  of  the  Ruflians,  and  to 
the  offence  of  their  allies,  he  faced  about  towards 
Courland,  and  made  all  poflible  hafte  to  get  into 
winter  quarters.  The  grand  duke,  lamenting  to 
fee  thefe  fuccours  difpatchcd  againft  a  monarch 
whom  he  admired  to  idolatry,  applied  to  Beftuchef 
to  induce  him  to  recall  the  troops.  The  count 
entertained  no  violent  affection  for  Frederic  j  oa 
the  contrary,  he  was  a  warm  partifan  of  the  court 
of  Vienna.  Above  all,  he  had  no  defire  to  do. 
W^l^iiig  that  would  pleafe  the  grand  duke.  But 
Elizabeth  was  juft  fallen  fick,  the  grand  duke 
might  prefently  be  called  to  the  throne ;  and  Be- 
ftuchef, wjfliing  at  any  price  to  preferve  his  autho- 
rity, facrificed  his  hatred,  his  afFeftions,  and  the 
honour  of  the  empire,  to  his  unbridled  ambition. 
He  fent  orders  to  general  Apraxin  to  abandon  his 
conquefts,  and  to  hallen  his  return :  but  for  this 
once  he  was  the  dupe  of  his  own  cunning. 

This  retreat,  fo  unaccountable  to  Elizabeth, 
gave  her  ground  to  fufpefl  that  fhe  had  been  be- 
trayed by  her  minifters  or  her  generals.  Marfhal 
Apraxin  was  removed  from  the  command,  and 
put  under  arreft.  He  juftified  his  conduft  by 
producing  the  orders  from  count  Beftuchef. 
Beftuchef  was  removed  from  his  office,  and  alfj 
put  under  arreft.  Count  Vorontzof  ficcecJcd 
VOL.  I.  J  Beftuchef" 
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Beftuchef  in  his  employment,  and  the  generals 
Brown  ♦  and  Fermer  took  the  command  of  the 
army  in  the  place  of  Apraxm. 

The  afiair  was  thus  :  —  Though  Beftuchef  had 
a  great  number  of  partifans,  and  a  ftill  greater 
number  of  creatures,  he  had  alfo  many  enemies ; 
and  thefe  enemies  had  a  glimpfe  of  a  means  for 
effefting  his  ruin,  which  they  eagerly  feized  f.  They 

*  General  Brown  was  a  native  of  Ireland,  and  was  born  in  the 
beginning  of  the  prefent  century;    Being  a  roman  catholic,  he 
was  compelled  to  feek  his  fortune  in  foreign  countries  by  the 
exertion  of  thofe  talents  which  he  iVould  willingly  have  dedicated 
to  the  fervice  of  his  own.     He  firft  entered  the  auftrian,  and 
afterwards  the  ruflian  fervice.   While  a^ing  under  count  Munich 
againft  the  Turks,  in   the  campaigns  of  1737  and  1738,  he 
dlflinguiflied  himfelf  at  the  fiege  of  Otchakof :  being  fent  with  a 
corps  of  troops  into  Hungary,  he  was  taken  prifoner  by  the  TWkSf 
fold  as  a  (lave,  and  transferred  to  four  different  maftcrs.    At  one 
time  he  was  bound  back  to  back  with  another  prifoner  for  eight- 
and-forty  hours,  and  ezpofed  almoft  naked  at  the  various  places 
where  (laves  are  brought  for  fale*     He  had  then  borne  the  rank 
of  colonel  in  the  rufilan  fervice,  but  g^ve  out  that  he  was  only  a 
captain,  in  ordtr  to  lelfen  the  price  of  his  ranfom*    Having  been 
accidentally  met  by  a  gentleman  to  whom  he   was  perfonally 
known,  he  fent  an   account    of  his    (ituation    to  the  french 
ambaflkdor,    who    found    means  to  purchafc  him   for   three 
hundred  ducats.     But  his  turkifh  maftcr  dtfcovertng  that  he  was 
of  higher  rank  than  he  had  pretended,  re-claimed  his  prifoner, 
and  threatened  to  ufe  force  in  order  to  recover  him.     The  french 
ambalFador,  however,  applied  to  the  grand  vizir,  who  decided  in 
his  favour.     Count  Brown  recovered  his  liberty^  and  returned  to 
RufiBa,  where  he  was  gradually  promoted,  and  died  governor  of 
Riga  in  1789,  at  the  age  of  88. — See  Coxc^i  Travels,  8vo.  vol.  u\ 
p.  417,  418. 
fM.de  THopital  was^one  of  thofe  who  managed  this  intrigue. 

perceived 
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perceived  that  it  would  be  no  difficult  matter  for 
them  to  caufe  hatred  and  quarrels  to  fucceed  to  the 
coldnefe  which  for  a  long  time  had  been  vifible 
between  Peter  and  his  fpoufe,  and  that  they  might, 
then  bring  Beftuchef  to  punifhment,  as  the  primary 
caufe,  not  only  of  thefe  difagreements,  but  even  for 
the  eftrangement  which  the  emprefs  evinced  to  her 
nephew. 

This  plan  once  concerted,  the  firft  ftep  was  to 
call  the  prince's  attention  to  the  frequent  con* 
verfations  of  Poniatofsky  with  the  grand  duchefs. 
Their  geftures  were  watched ;  every  little  word  that 
cfcaped  them,  which  might  ferve  as  a  pretext  for 
Ibme  allufion,  was  carefully  laid  hold  of.  One 
evening  in  particular,  when  the  grand  duchefs  was 
at  table  with  a  numerous  company,  and  feated 
facing  Poniatofsky,  the  dlfcourfe  fell  upon  the 
dexterity  with  whidi  fome  women  managed  a  horfe, 
and  the  dangers  to  which  they  expofed  themfelves 
in  that  exercife.  Catliarine,  who  had  her  eyes 
fixed  on  her  lover,  anfwered  in  her  lively  manner : 
*'  There  are  few  women  fo  bold  as  I  am.  I  am  of 
•*  an  unbounded  courage/*  Thefe  words  were 
immediate  reported  to  the  grand  duke,  accompanied 
with  fuggeftions  that  might  occafion  fome  dnifter 
application  to  arife  in  his  mind. 

The  jealoufy  of  Peter  being  thus  alarmed,  they 
loft  no  time  to  fofter  thefe  furmifes  of  the  hufband 
into  proofs  of  the  infidelity  of  the  wife,  in  her  love 
for  the  Polander,  and  the  criminal  correfpondence 

I  2  they 
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they  mutually  entertained.  The  prince  was  over- 
whelmed with  grief  and  confternation.  He  be- 
wailed his  misfortune,  and  condemned  his  im- 
prudence.  He  no  longer  obferved  the  confideration 
and  refpeft  he  Had  hitherto  (hewn  the  grand  duchefs, 
and  forbad  her  to  be  feen  with  Poniatofsky.  He 
then  haftened  to  the  emprefs,  and  befought  her  to 
avenge  the  affront  he  had  received  ;  telling  her  at 
the  fame  time,  that  the  chancellor  had  not  only 
favoured  the  mifcondud  of  the  grand  duchefs,  but 
had  repeatedly  betrayed  the  confidence  of  his  im- 
perial aunt.  He  concluded  this  addrefs,  by  (hewing 
her  the  order  fent  by  that  minifter  to  mar(hal 
Apraxm,  to  make  him  retreat  from  Silefia. 

Klizabeth,  moved  at  the  forrows  of  her  nephew, 
and  incenfed  at  the  treachery  of  Beftuchef,  gave 
orders  to  arreft  him  on  the  fpot.  The  chanceHor 
was  at  once  deprived  of  his  place,  tried,  pronounced 
guilty  of  high  treafon,  and  fentenced  to  death. 
But  the  emprefs  contented  herfelf  with  banifhing 
him  to  Goretovo  an  eftate  one  hundred  and  twenty 
verfts  beyond  Mofco.  Thus  pafled  all  at  once, 
from  the  pinnacle  of  power  into  bondage,  that  man 
who  could  make  Ruflia  tremble  at  his  word,  and 
controlled  the  fortunes  of  a  great  part  of  Europe ! 
The  confequencc  was,  as  faid  above,  that  count 
Mikhaila  Vorontzof  fucceeded  Befiuchef  in  the 
office  of  grand  chancellor. 

Catharine,  who  thought  flie  had  everything  to 
apprehend  from  the  refentraent  of  her  hufband,  now 

faw 
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law  herfelf  abandoned  on  all  fides.  The  courtiers 
who  had  been  the  moft  aflilluous  in  their  flatteries, 
were  now  the  firil  to  for  fake  her.  Great  minds 
rebound  from  error  with  a  force  proportionate. to 
that  which  impelled  them  to  it :  the  grand  duchefs 
was  fenfible  to  the  extent  of  her  imprudence ;  but 
her  courage  never  forfook  her.  Refolved  to  employ 
that  eloquence  which  had  formerly  fucceeded  fo 
well  with  the  emprefs,  (he  demanded  an  audience  ; 
which  Elizabeth  refufed.  She  then  thought  it 
adviiable  to  apply  to  the  ambaflador  of  France  *, 
becaufe,  as  well  from  his  fituation  as  his  perfonal 
talents,  that  minifter  had  confiderable  inSuence  at 
court.  She  entreated  him  toufe  his  intereft  on  her 
behalf,  and  to  reprefent  to  the  emprefs  how  ex- 
tremely flie  was  diftreffed  at  the  lofs  of  her  favour  ; 
and  that,  if  it  were  pofTible  flie  could  difpleafe  her, 
the  fincerity  of  her  contrition,  with  fuch  a  heart  as 
Elizabeth's,  could  not  plead  in  vain  for  pardon. 

The  ambaiTador  was  not  deficient  in  marks  of 
rcfpeft  for  the  princefs ;  he  gave  her  fuch  con- 
folations  and  advice  as  his  prudence  fuggefted ;  but 
he  thought  it  not  confident  with  propriety  to  attempt 
to  effed  a  reconciliation  which  appeared  to  him 
impoflible. 

Catharine  therefore  remained  for  fome  time 
in  this  dlftrefTrng  fituation.  She  had  at  once  to 
fupport  the  averfion  of  the  grand  duke,  the  indig- 

♦  M.  dc  l'H6pital, 

1 3  nation 
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nation  of  the  emprefs,  the  infulting  difdam  6f  a 
court  which,  a  few  days  before,  was  lavifli  of  its 
afliduities  and  fmiles ;  and,  what  afRided  her  much 
more^  the  dread  of  lofing  for  ever  her  farouritc 
Poniatofsky. 

The  young  Pole  was  not  lefs  a  prey  to  dif«^ 
quietude  than  herfelf.  He  had  juft  received  from 
Warfaw  letters  of  recall ;  and  yet  he  could  not 
refolve  upon  quitting  Ruflia/  Feigning  an  indiCi 
pofition,  he  confined  hinifelf  all  day  to  his  hote^  '. 
and  in  the  obfcurity'of  the  winter  evenings  repaired 
to  Catharine's  apartments.  But  the  ever-waking 
eyes  of  fufpicion  and  malice  were  continually 
upon  them.  Their  places  of  affignation  were  dif* 
covered ;  and  the  emprefs,  whofe  ears  were  open 
to  every  tale,  was  foon  made  acquainted  with  thefe 
tranfadions  *. 

The  return  of  fummer  threw  frefh  difficulties  in 
the  way  of  thefe  interviews.  The  grand  duchefs 
was  obliged  to  accompany  her  hufband  to  Ora« 
nienbaum ;  and  Poniatofsky  was  reduced  to  the 
neceffity  of  having  rccourfe  to  all  manner  of  difl 
guifes  for  gaining  admifBon  to  this  palace.  One 
day,  having  put  on  a  convenient  habit,  and  faun<*> 
taring  in  one  of  the  walks  of  the  grounds  where 
Catharine  had  appointed  to  meet  him,   he  was 

*  Thefe  no^urnal  rendezvous  were  very  frequent,  Catharine 
in  difgntfe  got  out  of  the  palace  by  a  window,  and  Dalolio,  an 
Italian  comedian,  conducted  her  to  the  houfe  of  M.  Yclaguin, 
where  Posiatoftky  was  waiting  for  her. 

recognized 
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recognized  by  one  of  the  domeftics^  who  prefently 
ran  to  acquaint  the  grand  duke.  The  prince, 
willing  to  humiliate  Poniatofsky^  ordered  one  of  the 
moft  athletic  of  his  ruffian  officers  to  be  fetched ; 
and  after  having  given  him  the  chara£teri(lic  de- 
fcription  of  the  Pole,  commanded  him  to  go  up  to 
him  unawares  in  the  grounds^  and  bring  him 
either  voluntarily  or  by  force  to  the  corps-de- 
garde. 

The  officer  was  not  long  in  coming  up  with  the 

man  who  anfwered  the  defcription  he  had  received ; 

when  he  roughly  interrogated  him.  Who  he  was?  and 

wbsLt  he  would  have  ?  Poniatofsky,  thus  taken  by 

furprife,  fcarcely  knowing  what  anfwer  to  make^ 

ftammered  out  the  firft  thing  that  occurred  :  that  he 

was  a  german  taylor,  and  that  he  was  come  to 

Oranienbaum  to  take  meafure  of  a  hoUlein  officer 

for  a  fuit  of  clothes,     ^^  I  have  orders  to  bring  you 

to  the  grand  duke/'  replied  the  Ruffian.  —  ^'  I 

muft  decline  the  honour,  though  my  fortune 

^^  may  depend  upon  it :  I  have  not  a  moment  of 

*•  time/'  returned  the  Pole. — *•  Oh,  as  to  the 

^^  matter  of  time,  whether  you  have  time  or  not, 

*'  you  mud  follow  me,**    anfwered  the  officer. 

Slaving  faid  this,  on  perceiving  fome  figns  of  re- 

ludance  on  the  part  of  the  other,  he  made  a  flip- 

Imot  in  his  handkerchief,  which  he  threw  over  his 

xeck,  and  thus  led  him  captive  to  the  feet  of  the 

prince. 

1 4  The 
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The  grand  duke   on  being  certified  of  the  ar- 
reftation  of  Poniatofsky,  affembled  a  council  of 
war,  intimating  that  the  Pole  (hould  be  condemned 
to  be  hanged  for  having  entered  by  ftcalth  within 
the  lines  of  his  fortifications.     General  Tottleben> 
whom  the  emprefs  had  placed  about  him  to  watch 
his  conduft,  pretended  to  applaud  the  rcfolution : 
but  obferved  that  as  Poniatofsky  was  invefted  with 
the  charafter  of  foreign  miniftcr,  the  fentence .could 
not  be  executed  till  the  confent  of  the  emprefs 
fhould  be  obtained.     A  courier  was  therefore  im- 
mediately difpatched  to  Peterlburg*     Kratfchinfky^ 
who   was   attached  to  Poniatofsky  by  the  lies  of 
friendfhip,  and  by  his  quality  of  a  gentleman  of  the 
embafly,  and  lover  of  the  countefs  Romantzof  *, 
employed  the  influence  of  this  latter  with  Elizabeth, 
whofe  confidence  (he  enjoyed,  to  have  the  poliih 
minifter  fet  at  liberty.     In  the  meantime  fome  of 
the  grand  duke's  courtiers,  at  the  inftigation   of 
Catharine,  bad  been  tempting  the  covetoufnefs  of 
the  prince's  miftrefs ;  and  by  virtue  of  a  fum  of 
money  the  girl  had  engaged  her  lover  to  releafe 
Poniatofsky. 

Poniatofsky  was  now  brought  like  a  malefaftor 
before  the  grand  duke,  as  if  he  had  been  ftill 
ignorant  who  his  prifoner  was.     He  even  aflumed 

♦  She  was  mother  of  fidd-maiflial  Rcrrantzof,  who  has  fincc 
rendered  himfelf  famous  in  the  war  of  the  Ruffians  againft  the 
Turks, 

an 
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an  angry  air»  and  in  a  feigned  paflion  foundly  rated 
the  officer  for  making  fuch  a  miftake ;  but  after- 
wards amufed  himfelf  with  the  adventure  at  the 
expence  of  the  county  and  afFeded  chiefly  to  relate 
it  in  the  prefence  of  Catharine. 

It  was  a  little  before  this,  whether  in  compliance 
with  an  involuntary  paflion,  for  paflions  are  in- 
voluntary in  fuch  charafters  as  Peter,  or  whether  he 
thought  to  avenge  himfelf  for  the  infidelities  of  his 
wife,  the  grand  duke  formed  an  attachment  with 
one  of  the  three  daughters  of  the  fenator  Vorontzof, 
brother  of  the  new  chancellor.     The  eldeft  of  thefe 
fifters,  madame  Butturlin,  was  jufl:ly  reckoned  one 
of  the  handfomeft  ladies  of  Ruflia.     The  youngeft, 
vho  has  (ince  played  fo  aclive  and  refoliite  a  part, 
under  the  name  of  the  princefs  Daflikof,  was  not 
very  handfome,   but  fpirited   and   endowed   with 
fuperior    talents ;    as    for    the    third,     however, 
EKzabeth  Romanovna  Vorontzof,  of  whom  Peter 
was  fo  paflionately  enamoured,   flie   was   neither 
witty  in  converfation,  graceful  in  behaviour,  nor 
beautiful  in  perfon  *.     Her  good-humour,  fo  con- 
genial to  his  own,  feduced  him,  her  caprices  amufed 
him,  and  the  habit  of  living  with  her  foon  gained 
her  an  imperious  afcendant  over  him.     The  fenator 

•  However,  flic  is  generally  falJ  to  have  been  very  hand- 
fome at  that  time  ;  latterly,  .'t  is  true.  Hie  grew  corpulent. 
As  madame  Pulianfki,  flic  was  an  excellent  wife  to  tlje  admiral 
of  that  name,  a  good  mother,  and  a  charitable  and  worthy 
woman. 

Vorontzof, 
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Vorotitzof,  an  infipid  and  ambiticat  couftier,  with 
2b}t€t  comptaifance,  comuTed  at  the  commerce  of 
the  prince  with  his  daughter. 

Marlhal  Apraxin,  as  we  hare  feen,  was  deprired 
of  his  command,  fent  prifoner  to  Narra,  and 
judged  by  a  cooncil  of  war,  who  agreed  not  to  find 
bim  guilty. 

General  Fermer,  who  fucceeded  Apraxuit  took 
poflfeffion  of  Koenigiberg,  railed  heavy  contribotionSt 
went  and  laid  fiege  to  Kuftrin,  defeated  a  prolfian 
army  *  that  was  on  its  march  to  the  relief  of  that 
place,  and  entered  that  dty  as  conqueror.  After 
fo  glorious  a  campaign,  Fermer,  knowing  the  at* 
tachment  of  the  grand  duke  for  the  Pniffians,  and 
dreading  left  that  prince  fhould  hereafter  punifli 
him  for  his  vi&ories,  under  pretext  of  the  ill  date 
of  his  health,  requefted  permiilion  to  retire. 

1759.  Soltikof  fucceeded  Fermer,  and  gained 
fucceiTes  not  lefs  brilliant.  He  vanquifhed  the 
Pruflians  in  two  fucceflive  engagements,  near 
Croflen  and  near  Frankfort  on  the  Oder,  and  ren- 
dered himfelf  mafter  of  both  thofe  towns.  At 
Frankfort  the  Ruffians  were  joined  by  the  auftrian 
army,  commanded  by  the  generals  Haddick  and 
Laudohn.  Frederic,  who  had  in  vain  exerted  all 
his  talents  and  aftivity  to  oppofe  this  jundion, 
attacked  the  Ruffians  at  Kunerfdorff ;  but  hiis 
ability,  his  efibrts,  and  the  valour  of  his  troops  were 

*  On  the  S5th  and  26th  of  Augoft, 
+  The  laih  of  Augufu 

again 
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agida  inefledual:  the  viGtorj  was  againft  him. 
The  battle  of  Kunerfdorf  was  one  of  the  molt 
bloody  that  had  beefi  fought  durmg  the  war,  as  it 
coft  the  lives  of  thirty-two  thoufand  men.  The 
Ruffians  made  feven  thoufand  prifoners,  feized 
twenty-fix  colours,  and  took  a  hundred  and  fixty 
{»eces  of  cannon,  with  a  great  part  of  the  ammu- 
nidon  and  baggage  of  the  pruffian  army.  It  feemed 
as  if  all  the  ruffian  generals  had  an  invincible 
fcperiority  over  Frederic.  Neverthelefs  that  mo- 
narch had  the  advantage,  not  only  of  knowing  both 
their  orders  and  their  plans  of  campaign,  which  the 
grand  duke  communicated  to  him  by  means  of  the 
fecrctary  of  ftate  Volkof,  but  even  of  being  fome- 
times  favoured  by  them. 

General  Soltikof  reftrained,  undoubtedly  by  the 
&mc  motives  as  his  two  predcceffors,  appeared  to 
difdain  all  new  fucceffes,  and  remained  in  perfed: 
inaffion  to  the  end  of  the  campaign  *. 

1760.  l*he  year  following,  the  ruffian  general 
Tottleben,  feconded  by  the  auflrian  general  Lafcy, 
got  poffeffion  of  Berlin,  made  the  garrifon  prifoners 
of  war,  put  the  inhabitants  to  ranfom,  and  looked 

•  He  anlWcrcd  marffial  Daun,  on  his  prcffing  him  to  afl  with 
vigour :  '*  I  have  done  enough  this  year,  fir.  I  have  gained 
'*  two  battles  which  coft  Ruflia  twenty-feven  thoufand  men.  I 
••  wait  till  you,  as  an  encouragement  for  mc  to  proceed,  have 
"  gained  a  couple  viftories.  in  your  turn.  It  is  not  equitable 
"  that  the  troops  of  my  fovcreign  (hould  act  entirely  alone.'* 
Sj/lofy  of  the  Seven  Tears  War. 

on 
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on  vfhile  Ills  foldiers  carried  off  the  pifhifes  imd 
mutilated  a  part  of  the  fine  ftatues  of  the  gallery  of 
Charlottenburg, 

1 76 1.  The  courtiers  jealous  of  SoltikoPs  re- 
nown, the  grand  duke  and  the  englifh  ambaiTador 
Keith  mortified  at  feeing  the  talents  he  oppofed  to 
Frederic,  the  miniflers  of  Auflria  and  of  France 
more  diOTatisfied  flill  at  his  not  doing  all  that  he  was 
capable  of  doing ;  all  parties,  in  ihort,  vied  with 
each  other  in  caballing  againft  the  general,  and 
caufed  him  to  be  replaced  by  marfhal  Butturlin. 

In  the  mean  time'  the  health  of  Elizabeth  began 
vifibly  to  decline ;  and  the  neceOity  of  indulging 
rcpofe,  in  addition  to  her  natural  indolence,  ren- 
dered her  more  negligent  than  ever  of  the  affiurs 
of  government.  It  was  with  difficulty  the  new 
grand  chancellor  Vorontzof  could  prevail  on  her 
to  fet  her  fignature  to  the  official  difpatches ;  (he 
could  only  fummon  up  the  fcattered  remains  of  her 
fpirits  for  hercuflomarydiffipations.  Feftivities,  balls, 
mafquerades,  and  brilliant  fhows  fliil  yielded  a  faint 
amufement ;  and  dreading  to  lie  down  upon  a 
reftlefs  pillow,  fhe  went  to  the  opera  or  the  play  at 
eleven,  paffed  the  refl  of  the  night  at  table,  and 
went  to  bed  at  five  in  the  morning.  Buflneffes  of 
the  graved  import  appeared  now  as  trifles  to  her. 
Acquainted  with  the  paffion  of  her  nephew  for  the 
young  countefs  Vorontzof,  to  whom  (he  fcornfuUy 
gave  the  nick-name  of  la  Pompadour,  (lie  liftened 
with  avidity  to  the  idle  tales  that  were  brought  her 

cf 
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of  the  particulars  of  their  amorous  revels;  feeming 
to  feek  in  fuch  anecdotes  fome  palliation  for  her 
own  infirmities.  But  fhe  neverthelefs  continued  to 
meet  the  looks  of  the  prince  with  a  face  of  indif- 
ference^  and  often  of  coldnefs. 

Catharine^  who  waited  with  impatience  for  a 
favourable  opportunity  of  reconciliation  with  the 
emprefs^  now  that  a  fufficient  interval  of  filence 
had  elapfed,  thought  it  her  duty  to  renew  her 
eflforts.  She  threw  herfelf  at  her  feet,  and  implored 
her  forgivenefs ;  but  the  irritated  monarch  would 
liften  to  no  accommodation,  except  on  the  inoft 
mortifying  conditions.  It  was  afterwards  pro- 
pofed  to  her,  by  meffage,  to  confcfs  her  guilt,  and 
to  fubmit  to  the  clemency  of  her  hulband  and  the 
cmprefs. 

From  this  moment  Catharine  fummoncd  up  all 

3ier  pride.     She   purpofely   avoided  appearing   at 

court,  kept  clofe  to  her  apartments,  and  alkcd  leave 

of  the  emprefs  to  retire   into  Germany ;    a  per- 

3nii&on  which  fhe  was  very  fure  of  being  refulcd  ; 

l>ecaufe,  knowing  the  extreme  fondnefs  of  tlizabotii 

ibr  the  young  Paul  Petrovitch,  flie  had  no  reaion 

"^o  apprehend  that  that  princefs  would  confent  to 

iee  the  departure  of  the  mother  of  a  child  which 

^vrould  thereby  be  expofed  to  the  hazard  of  bcinjj 

liereafter    declared    illegitimate.      The    ftratajeru 

fucceeded  :  an  accommodation  fliortly  afecr  enrucJ. 

-At  the  very  moment  when  (lie  was  thoui;ht  on  the 

brink  of  irremediable  difgrace,  to  the  great  ailo- 

nilii  ir.cn  t 
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nifliment  of  the  court,  (he  made  her  appearance  at 
the  theatre^  by  the  fide  of  the  emprefs,  who  care* 
fully  drew  upon  her  the  notice  of  the  fpe&ators  by 
the  particularity  of  her  attentions. 

It  is  true  that,  in  the  private  ^converfation  which 
the  grand  duchefs  had  with  the  empreTs,  (he  pro- 
mifed  no  longer  to  permit  the  vifits  of  Poniacofsky; 
and  thenceforward  fhe  adually  held  a  greater  re* 
ferve  in  her  conduct  Poniatofsky  almoft  imme* 
diately  demanded  his  audience  of  leave.  But  as  his 
attachment  to  Catharine  was  founded  more  on  am- 
bition than  love,  and  determined  to  neglect  nothing 
that  might  add  freih  fuel  to  a  paflion  which  after* 
wards  elevated  him  to  the  throne  of  Poland,  he 
found  new  pretences  for  flill  prolonging  his  ftay  in 
Peterfburg. 

The  cabal  formed  by  the  grand  chancellor 
Beftuchef  had  not  been  annihilated  by  the  difgrace 
of  that  minifler;  and  the  enemies  of  the  grand  duke 
continued  on  all  occafions  to  blacken  him  in  the 
eyes  of  his  aunt.  They  gladly  took  advantage  of  the 
ficknefs  and  infirmity  of  that  princefs,  to  make  her 
believe  that  Peter  openly  rejoiced  in  her  approaching 
difToIucion,  and  manifefted  his  impatience  to  enter 
into  his  heritage.  The  mind  of  the  emprefs,  al- 
ready too  incenfed  againft  her  nephew,  was  cruelly 
wounded  by  thefe  reports.  In  the  firft  emotions  of 
refentment,  (he  fuffered  fome  menaces  to  efcape  her 
of  depriving  him  of  the  lucceflion.  At  firft  it  was 
thought  by  fome  that  flie  intended  to  reftore  the 

5  inheritance 
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inheritaiice  to  prince  Ivan,  dethroned  by  her  twenty 
years  before,  and  whom  fhe  ftill  kept  languifliing  in 
a  dungeon.     Others  fuppofed,  with  greater  reafon, 
that  (he  had  formed  the  defign  of  caufmg  the  infant 
P^ul  Petrovitch  to  fupplant  his  father.     Not  many 
days  after  *9  while  the  grand  duke  was  at  Ora* 
nienbaum,  ihe  unexpededly  gave  orders  to  have  a 
play  got  ready ;  and,   contrary  to  ufual  cuftom, 
ihe  had  neither  the  foreign  miniders  nor  the  perfons 
of  her  court  invited.     The  grand  duchefs,  her  fon, 
and  the  mod  intimate  favourites  were  her  only 
attendants.     No  fooner  was  (he  feated  in  the  im* 
perial  box,  when  (he  began  to  complain  of  the  thin- 
nefs  of  the  houfe,  and  concluded  by  faying  that  the 
foldiers  of  her  guard  mud  be  admitted.     In  an 
inftant  the  theatre  was  full.     Then,  taking  in  her 
arms  the  little  Paul  Petrovitch,  (he  prefented  him  to 
die  view  of  thofe  veteran  warriors  to  whom  (he 
was  indebted  for  the  throne;  and,  praifing  his 
winiung  fmiles,  his  (Iriking  phyfiognomy,  his  en- 
dearing qualities  of  heart  and  mind,  (he  feemed  to 
aik  of  them  the  fame  attachment  for  him  which 
they  had  (hewn  to  her.    The  foldiers  replied  by 
ireiterated  (houts  of  applaufe.     If  Elizabeth  had 
proceeded  to  explain  herfelf  ferther,  Peter  had 
l>een  excluded  from  the  throne  for  ever ;  but,  not- 
^thftanding  the  enthufiadic  vociferations  of  her 
guards,  the  emprefs  (lopped  (hort  in  her  encomiums, 

♦  In  the  month  of  December  1761. 

fat 
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fat  down  in  her  feat,  and  the  piece  went  on.  It  Is 
probable  that  fhe  thought  it  neceffary  firft  to  found 
their  difpofitions,  in  order  to  execute  her  projeft 
with  greater  folemnity  and  precaution ;  it  may  be 
likewife,  that  fhe  meant  only  to  intimidate  th(5 
grand  duke  by  (hewing  him  how  dependent  he  was 
on  her  will. 

The  news  of  this  fcene  was  prefently  fpread 
abroad,  and  gave  rife  to  many  refleftions'.  On  this 
occafion  the  public  recolleded  an  old  opinion^  un* 
doubtedly  falfe,  but  which,  circulated  in  whifpers, 
had  gained  fome  credit,  at  the  time  of  the  birth  of 
Paul  Petrovitch.  It  was  pretended,  that  the 
emprefs  Elizabeth  had  gained  over  by  bribes  the 
nurfe  of  the  grand  duchefs's  child,  and  caufed  a . 
fon  (he  had  had  by  Razumofsky  to  be  fubftituted  in 
its  place. 

Yet,  whatever  were  the  defigns  of  the  emprefs 
Elizabeth,  the  execution  of  them  was  prevented  by 
the  hand  of  death.  A  few  days  after  the  tranfaftion 
in  favour  of  the  infant  prince,  (he  perceived  her 
health  to  be  fenfibly  declining  from  day  to  day. 
Tormented  with  violent  pains  in  her  bowels,  which 
no  medicines  were  found  to  afluage,  for  procuring 
fome  refpite  to  fuffering  nature,  flie  had  more  fre- 
quent rccourfe  to  her  cudomary  means  of  ftifling 
fenfibility  in  the  ftupefactions  brought  on  by  the 
ufe  of  ftrong  waters.  In  vain  did  her  phyficians 
reprefent  to  her  that  flie  herfclf  was  contributing  to 
fruftratc  their  eflbrts,  and  accelerating  the  period 

of 
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«f  her  days.     In  vain  did  her  attendants,  by  facri- 
£cing  obedience  to  affeftion,  fectetly  remove  or 
dleftroy  the  intoxicating  beverage  :  (he  would  con- 
ilantly  have  a  cafe  of  it  in  her  chamber,  of  which  the 
li:ey  was  always  kept  within  reach ^    It  was  now 
clearly  feen  that  her  end  was  rapidly  approaching.^ 
^he  inter efted  and  ambitious,  who  had  feverally 
been   contending  for   honours    or    wealth,    now 
formed  into  bands  in  order  to  flrengthen  their 
fOTceSj  and  prefently  divided  into  two  very  oppofue 
arties. 
The  former  was  made  up  of  the  remains  of  the 
lends  of  Befluchef,   whofe  cabals  all  tended  in 
vour  of  Catharine,  and  of  which,  after  the  exile  of 
old  chancellor,  count  Ivan  Ivanovitch  Schuvalof 
been  confidcred  as  chief,     Schuvalof,  whofe 
pacity  made  the  ruffian  merchants  tremble,  and 
wliofe    infolent    peculations    incenfed   the  grand 
dLioke }  Schuvalof,  convinced  that  his  power  and  his 
p^rofperity  ran  great  hazard  of  becoming  extind: 
^vlth  the   life  of  Elizabeth,  and  feeing  no  other 
tKieans  of  efcaping  the  vengeance  of  the  prince  than 
by  cutting  him  off  from  all  hopes  of  the  crown ; 
fteadily  adhering  to  the  plan  that  had  been,  twenty 
years  before,  chalked  out  by  Beftuchef,  and  relling 
on.  the  well  known  intentions  of  the  emprefs,  con- 
fented  fo  far  that  Peter  fliould  be  eleSed  fovereign 
of  Ruflia,  but  was  for  giving  the  regency  to  the 
grand  duchefs,  under  the  authority  of  a  council,  in 
^hichhe  modeftly  offered  himfelf  to  prefidc. 
VOL,  I.  K  Though 


JJO  LITE   OF    rilE 

Though  Tecretly  irritated  at  feeing  Ivan  Schuvalof 
appropriating  to  himfelf  fo  great  a  (hare  Ih  this 
partition,  yet  the  grand  duchefs  feconded  with  all 
her  efforts  the  plan  of  the  favouiite.  To  this  (he 
was  animated  by  the  twofold  motive  of  ambition 
and  fear.  But  the  more  (he  was  deiirous  of  ob* 
taining  the  fovereign  power,  the  more  carefully  (he 
concealed  that  defirc.  Towards  thofe  who,  from 
the  nature  of  their  employment  or  ftation,  ap« 
proached  her  but  feldom,  flie  covered  her  fchemes 
with  an  apparent  indifference,  and  fhe  perpetually 
repeated  to  her  moft  intimate  confidants,  that  **  the 
**  title  of  the  mother  of  the  emperor  fhe  fhoiild 
"  always  think  preferable  to  that  of  his  fpoufe.** 
On  the  othet  hand,  fhe  could  not  diffemble  that^ 
fincc  het  infidelities  were  known  to  the  grand  duke,, 
fhe  had  everything  to  dread  from  the  reTentmenc 
of  that  prince.  He  did  not  conceal  the  animofity 
he  bore  her,  of  which  fbc  had  evident  proofis  at 
various  times. 

The  other  party  into  which  the  court  was  fplitf 
and  which  defended  the  rights  of  Peter  to  fucceed 
to  the  throne,  was  headed  by  the  fenator  Vorontzof, 
brother  of  the  new  grand  chancellor.  This  Vo- 
rontzof was  more  ambitious,  and  at  the  fame  time 
more  fordid  than  any  of  his  competitors  for  power. 
He  was  not  deftitute  of  fagacity  and  courage ;  but 
the  former  he  only  employed  in  fecking  means  of 
intrigue>  and  his  courage  in  braving  contempt.  His 
daughter  was  publicly  the  miilrefs  of  the  grand 
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duke;  md  the  fenator,  who,  as  before  obferved, 
had  himfelf  prepared  and  formed  this  connexion, 
now  neglefted  nothing  for  drawing  it  clofer.  The 
accefs  which  he  had  to  the  grand  duke,  futniOied 
him  with  frequent  opportunities  of  exafperating 
him  more  againft  his  wife,  and  of  difcourfing  on 
what  it  would  be  advifable  to  do  on  afcending  the 
throne.  He  fucceeded  fo  well  in  gaining  his  confi* 
dence,  that  the  prince  determined  on  nothing  till 
he  had  confulted  the  count,  or  previoufly  informed 
him  of  his  intention  through  his  daughter.  In  (hort, 
siccording  to  the  inftigations  of  Vorontzof,  and 
fome  other  courtiers  at  the  devotion  of  that  fenator, 
the  grand  duke  refolved  to  aflemble  the  troops  at 
the  inftant  the  emprefs  fliould  clofe-  her  eyes,  to 
caufc  himfelf  to  be  proclaimed  emperor,  to  re- 
pudiate the  grand  duchefs,  to  declare  the  young 
Paul  Petrovitch  illegitimate,  and  publicly  to  marry 
his   miftrefs  Elizaveta  Romanovna  Vorontzof. 

All  things  fcemed  to  concur  to  the  fuccefs  of  this 
cnterprife.  The  grand  duke,  it  is  true,  was  not 
agreeable  to  the  courtiers,  but  he  was  ftill  relpeded 
l>y  the  people,  who  looked  up  to  him  as  the  offspring 
of  Peter  the  great.  Vorontzof  had,  moreover, 
iar  greater  addrefs  than  Schuvalof,  and  he  laid  his 
account  that  England  would  furnilh  him  with  con- 
Uderable  fums. 

In  the  midft  of  this  train  of  things,  the  perpetual 
intrigues  and  agitations  with  which  the  two  parties 
filled  the  court  of  the  dying  monarch,  and  whole 
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inimofitici  were  augmenting  from  day  to  day,  there 
ftarted  up  all  at  once  a  man  who  undertook  to  calm 
their  tempers,  compromife  their  differences,  and 
even  reconcile  their  opinions.  This  man  was  Ni- 
kita  Ivanovitch  count  Panin,  who  afterwards  for 
many  yean  filled  the  place  of  prime  miniftcr  to 
Cathaiiric,  and  was  then  juft  returned  from  Stock* 
holm,  where  he  had  long  refided  in  a  diplomatic 
capacity. 

Count  Panin  was  of  an  obfcure  family,  and  fct 
out  in  life  as  a  foldier  in  one  of  the  regiments  of 
horfe  guards*.    Under   the  patronage  of  prince 

Kurakin 

*  Count  Nikita  Ivanovitch  Panin,  mfniflcr  of  the  department 
for  foreign  affairs,  was  born  the  I5t1i  of  September  1718.  Hit 
family  was  originally  from  the  republic  of  Lucca,  whence  they 
came  to  Kuilia  fome  time  in  the  fifieenth  century.  His  father 
ferved  under  Peter  the  great,  and  uas  fo  fortunate  as  to  obtain 
the  particular  favour  of  his  fovcrcign.  He  was  promoted  to  the 
rank  of  lieutenant  general,  and  died  in  1736  of  the  confequenccs 
of  the  wounds  he  had  received  in  fevcral  battles,  leaving  behind 
him  two  fons.  The  elder  was  entrufled  with  the  mod  important 
concerns  of  the  empire,  and  educated  the  heir  of  the  crown  ; 
the  fecond  gave  many  proofs  of  coun^gc  and  military  ikill  in  the 
pruflian  war,  governed  as  ftadtholder'ihc  whole  of  the  country 
conquered  from  Pruflia,  afterwards  led  his  army  againd  the  Turks» 
ftormed  Bender,  cfTcc^uated  the  independency  of  the  Krim  Tar- 
tars ;  laflly,  after  he  had  for  fome  years  retired  from  the  fervice 
at  his  own  requeft,  quelled  the  great  infiirredion  under  Pugat- 
fhcf;  and,  by  this  important  fervice  rendered  to  his  country, 
obtained  the  app/^llation  of  defender  of  the  nobles,  againd  whom 
-the  attacks  of  the  rebds  were  chiefly  directed.  Nikita  Ivano- 
vitch, by  his  good  condudti  and  the  intered  of  his  relation  prince 
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Xtirakln  he  became  gentleman  of  the  bed-chamber. 
The  emprefs  foon  noticed  him  from  the  people  of 
the  palace,  and  thought  he  might  be  employed  in 
confidential  aflfairs.  Accordingly  (lie  fent  him  ia 
1748  to  Sweden,  with  the  title  of  minifter  plenipo- 
tentiary at  the  court  of  Stockholm.  On  his  return 
he  had  been  appointed  governor  to  prince  Paul 
Fetrovitch.  Panin  had  received  but  little  help  from 
education  ;  in  natural  talents  he  did  not  rife  above 
jnediocrity ;  but,  as  is  often  obfervable  in  minds  of 
that  (lamp,  he  found  nothing  arduous  or  difficult, 
but  thought  always  that  cunning  was  equal  to  wif- 
cSoin.  Obftinate  and  inflexible  in  his  opinions^ 
'vrhich  being  neither  founded  on  judgment  nor  de- 
rived from  experience,  were  not  always  the  mod 
j  lift,  he  feemed  to  imagine  that  what  he  knew  and 


urakin,  who  had  married  his  filler,  procured  him  accefs  to  the 
court  on  all  occafions.     The  emprefs  Klizabtth  Petrovna,  at  her 
acr^ceflion,  made  him  a  gentleman  of  the  bed-chamber ;  and  the 
{>SKrticular  favour  which  (he  (hewed  him  prefently  made  him  ati 
obje£l  of  jealoufy  and  envy,  two  vices  that  are  faid  to  be  no 
ft  grangers  in  courts.     Hie  enemies  engaged  in  feveral  intrigues  in 
hopes  of  removing  him  from  the  palace  ;  but,  as  in  all  his  beha- 
viour they  could  find  no  handle  for  calumny,  they  were  reduced 
to    the  ncceffity  of  employing  his  merits  to  further  their  aim. 
Th\  ey  reprefcnted  to  the  emprefs  his  dexterity  in  political  matters, 
and  he  was  fent  in  1747  as  minider  plenipotentiary  to  the  danifh 
court,  whence  the  following  year  he  was  ordered  to  Stockholm. 
T^is  year  he  received  the  order  of  St.  Anne,  in  1 75 1  that  of  St. 
Alexander  Ncf^ky,  and  in  1755  was  promoted  to  be  h'cutcnant- 
{^craL    He  remained  twelve  years  in  Sweden. 
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what  he  thbught  was  always  the  beft.  However,  in 
the  latter  years  of  his  life,  after  he  had  done  with 
ail  public  affairs>  he  has  often  confefTed  to  his  fricndSt 
that  during  the  whole  courfe  of  his  miniftry  he  made 
it  thebafis  of  his  conduft  in  all  negotiations,  either 
foreign  or  domeftic,  to  gain  time,  and  truft  chiefly 
to  the  chapter  of  accidents :  and  he  had  feldom  beeii 
miftaken  in  the  event,  Indeed  the  fage  of  human 
affairs  is  in  fuch  perpetual  fluctuation,  and  is  fubjedi 
to  fuch  an  endlefs  variety  of  changes,  that  the 
chances  attending  on  what  a  day  may  bring  forth 
are  frequently,  boih  in  private  and  public  life,  feen 
to  favour  the  maxim  of  this  conceited  politician^ 
His  refidcnce  in  Sweden  had  taught  him  to  believe 
that  an  ariftocratic  conftitution,  with  the  forms  of 
a  fenatc,  was  the  mafterpiece  of  governments.  To 
thefe  notions  he  pertinacioufly  adhered.  The  reft 
of  his  character  was  made  up*  of  indolence,  inaccu* 
racy,  and  a  paflion  for  gofliping. 

In  accepting  the  poft  of  preceptor  to  the  young 
prince,  he  had  now  to  determine  his  choice  between 
the  grand  duke  and  his  confort.  Panin  did  not  al- 
low himfelf  a  moment's  hefi^ation.  He  devoted 
himfelf  entirely  to  Catharine.  Being  admitted 
into  her  confidence,  and  informed  of  her  defign 
to  fnatch  the  fceptre  from  the  hand  of  her  hufband, 
he  eafily  perceived  the  extent  of  the  danger  to  which 
fhe  was  cxpofed.  He  was  fenfible  that  flic  might 
fail  in  the  attempt,  and  be  covered  with  ruin ;  that 
(he  might  fuddcply  be  burled  from  the  throne  and 

the 


EMPRESS   CATHARINE    II.  I35 

the  bed  of  the  emperor,  and  that  her  fon  would    - 
partake  in  her  fall.     It  was  this  that  the  governor 
dreaded  the  mod. 

The  firft  thought  that  occurred  to  him  for  avoid- 
ing this  misfortune,  was  to  engage  the  two  oppofite 
parties  to  abate  of  their  extravagant  pretenfions ; 
and  he  could  no  otherwife  hope  to  gain  thjeir  con-  * 
fent  to  this  mutual  furrendcr,  than  by  employing 
thofe  fears  they  reciprocally  entertained  of  each  ' 
other.  He  accordingly  refolved  to  bring  about 
a  coalition,  thereby  to  pave  the  way  for  Peter  to  be 
feated  on  the  throne,  and  in  order  that  he  might  be 
proclaimed  emperor,  not  by  the  troops,  but  by  the 
fenate,  who  at  the  fame  time  would  limit  his  power, 
and  fecure  the  authority  to  his  wife  and  fon. 

This  projeft  once  conceived^  Panin  fet  himfelf 
lerioufly  about  the  means  of  its  execution.     Ambi- 
tion all  at  once  gave  a  momentary  turn  to  his  cha* 
Ta£ler.     His  indolence  gave  place  to  adivity,  difcre- 
'Cion  fucceeded  to  his  temerity,  and  referve  to  his 
^ual  babble.     He  diflrufled  even  Catharine  herfelf, 
and  never  imparted  to  her  a  ihare  in  his  fecret.     He 
"^ent  farther :  he  aflfefted  no  longer  to  frequent, 
^uid  feigned  to  have  abandoned  his  party.     But,  no 
Xboner  did  he  think  himfelf  fafe  from  all  fufpicion 
c^f  his  intentions,  than  he  reforted  in  fecret  to  the 
Iioufe  of  Ivan  Schuvalof. 

Ivan  Schuvalof  had  given  himfelf  up  to  the  mod 
pungent  anxieties.  He  (huddered,  he  even  fhed 
tears  at  the  thoughts  of  being  the  leader  of  a  party^ 
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and  at  feeing  the  dangerous  honour  afcribed  to  htm' 
of  a  projeft  conceived  by  Peter  Schuvalof,  his  am* 
bicious  coufin  *  ;  who,  confined  at  this  time  to  hi$ 
bed  by  a  ficknefs  that  laid  him  foon  after  in  the 
grave,  could  not  fupport  the  infolence  he  had  for 
fome  time  infpired  into  the  haughty  and  pufillanii 
mous  favourite  of  Elizabeth. 

The  circumftance  was  favourable  to  Fanin«     He 
failed  not  to  turn  it  to  his  advantage.     He  dexter- 
ouily  employed  his  ingenuity  in  augmenting  the 
horrors   of  Ivan  Schuvalof,  by  exaggerating  the 
dangers  to  which  he  was  expofcd.  —  ",  How  can 
*^  you  venture,**   faid  he,  *^  to  contend  with  un* 
*'  equal  forces,  againft  the  grand  duke,  bringing 
upon  yourfelf  an  irreparable  ruin  and  a  certain 
death,  by  endeavouring  to  fet  afide  from  the 
"  throne  a  prince  who  is  called  to  it  by  the  choice 
*^  of  the  fovereign,  and  who,  by  his  birth,  is  the 
^*  only  legitimate  heir  ?    But  even  fuppofing  you 
<'  could  fucceed  in  preventing  the  fceptre  from  paff- 
*^  ing  into  his  hand,  have  you  any  reafon  to  hope 
<^  to  prefcrve  your  influence  for  any  confiderablc 
''  time,  during  a  minority,  the  weaknefs  whereof 

*  Count  Peter  Schijvalof  Wfis  of  a  bold  and  roinanttc  turn« 
and  the  oppofite  in  all  things  of  bi8  coufin  Ivan,  whofc  only  pro- 
pcnfity  was  to  fordid  intrigue.  Peter  Schuvalof  made  himfclf 
famous  in  Ruflia  for  his  ambition,  and  in  Europe  for  the  inventioi) 
of  the  cannons  that  bear  his  name.  lie  fancied  himfelf  alone 
able  to  prevent  the  grand  duke  from  reigning,  and  only  in%de 
vfc  of  his  90ufift  Ivaq  as  aii  ordinary  inflrumcnt. 
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^  will  embolden  your  rivals,  and  raife  up  2,  hod:  of 
*'  malcontents,  inceflfantly  plotting  your  difgrace  ? 
"  If  you  are  viftorious  over  one  fadion,  can  you 
"  equally  flatter  yourfelf  with  efcaping  the  other  ? 
*♦  If  the  firft  blow  that  is  ftruck  at  you  falls  (hort  of 
**  its  aim,  by  the  fecond,  more  fuccefsful,  you  may 
"  be  eaiily  overthrown.     If  you  would  follow  the 
<<  advice  of  a  fnend,  and  the  dictates  of  prudence^ 
^*  you  will  feduloufly  frequent  the  levees  of  the  grand 
**  duke  and  conciliate   his  favour.     Time  ftill  is- 
^  yours.     He  himfelf  is  well  informed  of  the  ob- 
^  ftacles  to  be  thrown  in  his  way,  and  he  will  think 
*♦  bimfelf  happy  enough,  if,  at  the  expence  of  fome 
"  fecrifices,  he  deprives  them  of  the  power  to  hurt 
**  him.     Let  us  leave  him  then  the  quiet  pofleffion 
'^'  of  the  throne;  but  let  us  oblige  him  to  purchafe 
"  it  on  conditions  that  will  thenceforward  difpel 
**  our  fears,  and  for  ever  difable  the  prince  from 
•*  abufmg  his  power.     It  would  be  unneceffary  at 
*'  prefent  for  me  to  fpecify  thofe  conditions  :  but  if 
"  you  comply  with  my  advice,  I  have  not  the  leaft 
*^  doubt  but  the  grand  duke  will  eafily  be  brought 
*♦  to  agreement,  and  I  promife  to  furniih  you  with 
^'  a  plan  adapted  to  reconcile  the  feveral  parties  that 
^*  divide  the  court.'* 

Count  Ivan  Schuvalof  anfwered  not  a  fmgle 
word ;  but  convinced  of  the  wifdom  of  Panin's  ad- 
vice, he  immediately  repaired  to  his  coufm  Peter, 
and  imparted  to  him  in  whifpers  the  counfels  he  had 
juft  received.    Difeafe  had  abated  the  courage  of 

Peter 
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Peter  Schuvalof,  and  relaxed  the  fprings  of  his  am* 
bition.  Buty  though  he  eafily  yielded  to  the  perfua* 
fion  of  the  reality  of  all  the  formidable  apprehen- 
fions  that  terrified  Ivan,  yet,  in  relinquifhing  his 
projed^  he  was  determined  to  play  the  principal 
part. 

He  fent  an  humble  melTage  to  the  grand  duke, 
acquainting  him,  that,  having  to  communicate  to 
him  fecrets  of  the  utmoft  importance,  and  being 
prevented  from  quitting  his  bed  by  a  painful  difeafc, 
he  was  his  fubmiflive  petitioner  for  the  honour  of  a 
vifit.  The  prince  went  direftly  to  his  chamber. 
Being  feated  by  his  couch,  Peter  Schuvalof  addrelTed 
him  with  the  energy  and  awful  folemnity  of  a  man, 
who,  trembling  on  the  brink  of  the  grave,  knows  of 
no  artifices  for  concealing  the  truth»  axid  has  no* 
thing  any  longer  to  defire  or  to  fear.  — "  My 
*'  prince,**  faid  he,  *'  you  are  not  ignorant  of  the 
**  prepoffeflions  that  are  abroad  againft  you.  The 
**  people  imagine  that  you  incline  more  to  the  Ger- 
**  mans  than  to  them  ;  the  clergy  dread  you  ;  the 
**  principal  nobility  hate  you.  The  clouds  that  are 
gathering  round,  feem  to  threaten  you  with  a 
tempeftuous  reign »  All  circumftances  concur  to 
*'  demonftrate  that  for'  preventing  the  alterations 
**  you  are  thought  to  intend,  your  enemies  will 
<<  proceed  to  extremities.  I  pretend  not,  my  prince, 
*'  to  know  what  are  the  defigns  you  really  meditate; 
*'  I  cannot  forefee  whether  you  will  triumph  over 
l^  thofe  who  arc  feeking  yo^ir  ruin,  or  whether  they 

''  will 
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"  will  g^t  the  better  of  you.  But  if  you  carry  into 
^*  effcd  what  it  is  fuppofed  you  are  determined  Co 
^  do ;  if  you  repudiate  the  grand  ducbefs,  to  ele« 
^f  vate  to  her  place  a  woman  fo  vile  and  contemptible 
"  as  the  countefs  Vorontzof,  be  affured  that  you 
«*  will  draw  upon  yourfelf  a  feries  of  calamities,  to 
^  which,  fooner  or  later,  you  will  fall  a  vidim,  and 
^^  that  you  and  your  memory  will  be  diihonoured 
^*.for  ever." 

As  he  liftened  to  this  difcourfe,  the  grand  duke 

was  obferved  at  feveral  times  to  change  colour ;  and 

on  perceiving  that  Peter  Schuvalof  had  left  off  fpeak- 

ing,  he  affured  him,  that  the  charge  of  any  defiga 

to  diffolve  his  marriage  was  a  falfe  imputation,  and 

that  nothing  fhould  ever  perfuade  him  to  it.     But 

what   might  lead  to  a  fufpicion  of  the  fmcerity  of 

thefe  proteftations,  is,  that  the  prince  added  thefe 

Temarkable  words ^  *^  Romanovna  herfelf  may  per- 

^*  haps  give  credit  to  reports  that  flatter  her  vanity; 

"^*  (he  is  a  fimpleton,  whom  I  never  promifed  to 

^  marry  but  in  cafe  the  grand  duchefs  ihould  die  ; 

^«  and  ihe  is  ftill  alive.*' 

However,  as  Peter  Schuvalof  was  (incerely  dedu 
«us  of  an  accommodation  with  the  grand  duke,  he 
emitted  to  give  thi$  lad  avowal  all  the  interpretation 
«f  which  it  was  fufceptible,  and  was  fatisfied  with  the 
promife  given  him  by  the  prince,  that  he  would 
l>lot  from  his  memory  all  the  machinations  that  had 
b^ji  ib  daringly  formed  againit  him. 

This 
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TWs  reconciliation  was  effefted  without  trouble  j 
but  one  other  ftill  remained,  not  lefs  important,  and 
far  more  difficult  to  obtp.in.  We  have  feen  what 
odious  fufpicions  the  enemies  of  the  grand  duke  were 
continually  pouring  into  the  ears  of  the  emprefs* 
That '  princefs  was  alarmed  with  the  apprehenfion 
that  her  nephew  might  be  led  to  get  rid  of  her  by 
poifon,  and  thefe  fears  augmented  her  wcaknefs,  and' 
filled  her  "^th  averfion  for  him  that  had  raifed  them*' 
Ever  (ince  her  illnefs  had  prevented  her  from  ap« 
pearing  in  public,  (he  had  ordered  the  grand  duke 
to  be  denied  admittance  to  her  apartment ;  and  that 
this  order  might  appear  the  lefs  extraordinary,  fhe 
had  caufed  it  in  like  manner  to  be  fignified  to  the 
grand  duchefs.  The  fecret  of  thefe  divifions,  of 
thefe  diflurbances  in  the  imperial  family,  was  ftili 
confined  within  the  walls  of  the  palace ;  but  it  might 
eafily  get  vent,  and  be  fpread  through  the  town  ; 
and  if  this  fhould  be  the  cafe,  if  theemprefs  fhould 
have  died  without  feeing  the  prince  and  his  fpoufe, 
the  populace,  always  implicitly  credulous,  would 
have  thought  the  unjuft  fufpicions  of  Elizabeth  to 
have  been  founded  in  truth,  and  would  have  eagerly 
attributed  to  the  nephew  the  death  of  the  aunt. 
Something  was  therefore  to  be  done  to  induce 
that  princefs  to  call  the  grand  duke  to  her  pre* 
fence. 

Count  Ivan  Sdiuvalof  was  grand  chamberlain, 
and  the  principal  perfon  about  the  emprefs.    Panin 

thought 
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thought  him  the  propereft  man  to  follick  the  re« 
conciliation  he  wanted;  but  whether  it  was  that 
Schuvalof  was  afraid  of  troubling  the  emprefs  too 
much  in  her  prefent  infirm  condition  ;  whether  he 
vas  willing  to  keep  the  grand  duke  longer  in  an 
anxious  fufpenfe,  and  avoid  an  explanation  of  the 
uttermoft  danger  to  all  thofe  who  had  endeavoured 
to  bjure  that  prince ;  or  whether,  in  a  word,  he 
reckoned  on  the  furreptitious  teftament  it  was  pro- 
pofed  to  bring  to  light  *  ;  however  it  be,  he  abfo- 
lutely  refufed  to  make  this  requeft. 

Panin,  on  feeing  the  failure  of  his  firfl  attempt, 
addrefled  himfelf  now  to  the  confeifor  of  Elizabeth. 
He  frankly  acknowledged  to  him,  that  the  corn- 
million  with  which  he  was  charged  was  of  a  nature 
extremely  delicate  j  and  that  though  his  follicitude 
for  the  falvation  of  the  fovereign  might  bring  upon 
him  remcdilefs  misfortune,  yet  the  glory  and 
comfort  that  would  accrue  to  him  from  the  fuccefs 
of  his  aim,  fhould  make  him  fcorn  difgrace,  and 
expect  his  recompenfe  in  a  better  world.  He 
jffured  him  likewife  of  the  gratitude  of  the  grand 
duke  and  grand  duchefs :  and  the  monk,  not  lefs 
wifliing,  it  may  be  fuppofed,  to  cherifh  the  favour 
of  the  heir  to  the  throne,  than  zealous  for  the 
eternal  repofe  of  the  emprefs,  promifed  to  deliver 

♦  It  if  well  known,  that  the  chancellor  Ecfluchef  had  long 
Cncc  prepared  this  fpurioiis  will  by  which  his  party  was  to  wrcft 
tlic  rciw  of  government  out  of  the  hand*  of  JPcter  lil. 

his 
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hfs  exhortations   to  her  with  all  the.  energy  of 
facred  eloquence. 

Every  needful  precaution  was  taken*  A  moment 
was  chofen  when  Ivan  Schuvalof  was  abfent ;  and 
then  the  confefTor  approaching  the  bed  of  Elizabeth^ 
difcourfed  to  her  of  heavenly  things,  of  the  fupremc 
and  immortal  Sovereign  by  whom  earthly  monarchs 
reign,  of  his  juftice,  of  his  clemency,  of  his  tri- 
bunal, before  which  only  they  who  forgive  can 
obtam  forgivenefs,  and  of  that  kingdom  of  God 
of  which  the  terreflrial  paradife  was  no  more  than 
a  faint  adumbration,  but  where  only  the  charitable 
can  obtain  admiflion,  but  where  only  the  merdfui 
can  hope  for  mercy  :  which  ended,  he  obtained  of 
her  a  fign  of  confent.  At  this  inflant  the  grand 
duke  entered,  leading  Catharine  by  the  handj  who 
both  fell  on  their  knees  by  the  bedfide,  and 
Elizabeth  pronounced  in  an  indiftinfl  tone  pf  voice, 
and  as  if  no  more  than  the  animal  machine  was 
concerned  in  the  utterance,  whatever  was  dictated 
to  her  by  the  prieft.  She  faid  to  the  prince  and 
princefs :  - — "  That  (he  had  always  loved  them  ; 

and  that  -with  her  dying  breath  fhe  wiflied  thent 

all  kinds  of  blefSngs.*' 

Thofe  that  were  witnefles  of  this  fcene  faw  clearly, 
Aat  the  pardon  came  only  from  her  lips ;  but  ap- 
pearances fufBced  the  prince  j  and  his  partifans  did 
not  fail  emphatically  to  repeat  through  the  city  the 
affedionate  words  pronounced  by  the  emprefs,  with 
feveral  additions  of  their  own. 

On 
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On  the  other  hand,  Ivan  Schuvalof^  who  had 
not  been  able  to  make  a  merit  of  the  reconciliation 
with  the  grand  duke,  but  refolved  not  to  furniih 
an  occaiion  for  initating  that  prince  againd  him, 
ftodioully  omitted  to  contradid  whatever  they 
fieaSed  to  publifh  on  the  matter. 

Proud  of  the  important  fervice  he  had  been 
rendering  the  grand  duke,  Panin  imagined  he  had 
thenceforward  acquired  fuch  a  confequence  with 
Jum  as  to  make  him  confent  entirely  to  the  plan 
be  had  marked  out.  According  to  which,  Peter, 
as  foon  as  the  emprefs  had  departed  this  life,  was 
to  rq>air  to  the  fenate,  and  there  receive  the  crown 
by  a  folemn  decree. 

Panin  therefore  demanded  an  audience  of  the 
grand  duke.  This  the  prince  granted  without 
hcfitation.  He  began  by  telling  the  prince,  that 
what  he  had  to  deliver  was  worthy  of  his  utmoil 
attention.  He  then  addrefled  him  to  the  following 
eScGt :  —  "  It  is  on  the  firft  ftep  you  Ihall  take  on 
••  afcending  the  throne,  that  the  profperity  of 
**  your  reign  and  the  glory  you  will  merit  chiefly 
•'  depend.  There  are  two  methods,  my  prince, 
"  of  invefting  yourfelf  with  the  fovereign  power; 
**  the  former,  by  caufing  yourfelf  to  be  proclaimed 
**  emperor  by  the  army  ;  the  fecond,  by  receiving 
•*  the  crown  at  the  hands  of  the  fenate*  The 
*^  former  is  more  prompt ;  the  latter  more  fure. 
^  The  ey^s  of  all  Europe  and  a  great  part  of  Afia 

"  arc 
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^  are  fixed  upon  you.  Reflect  then  on  the  hon6uf 
<<  you  will  acquire  among  the  numerous  nation^ 
"  in  fubjeftion  to  your  foTcteignty,  and  even 
•*  foreigners  too,  when  they  behold  you  fo  generoui 
^<  as  to  wi(h  to  hold,  from  the  free  choice  of  the 
*'  reprefentatives  of  the  ruflian  empire,  an  autho- 
••  rity  which  your  predeceflbrs  owed  only  to'  the 
**  force  and  venality  of  the  troops. 

*•  You  know  how  frequent  revolutions  have 
<^  been  in  this  empire }  you  know  with  what  fa- 
"  cility  a  feduced  or  mutinous  foldiery  have 
*'  crowned  or  dethroned  their  monarchs.  The 
**  method  that  I  propofe  is  the  only  one  adapted 
•*  to  the  prevention  of  dangerous  machinations 
««  The  feuate,  having  once  elected  you,  will  feel 
'«  itfelf  intereftcd  in  fupporting  the  work  of  its 
**  hands ;  and  the  people,  regarding  your  perfoa 
•*  more  facred,  will  always  be  ardent  in  your 
•*  defence." 

The  grand  duke  was  moved ;  he  was  juft  yield** 
ing  to  the  impreffion,  when  fuddenly  two  of  his 
courtiers  entered.  He  communicated  to  them  the 
propofal  of  Panin,  and  aflicd  tl:eir  opinion.  One 
of  them,  who  prefently  perceived  the  infidious 
nature  of  the  meafure  propofed  to  the  prince, 
advifed  him  to  fubmit  his  decifion  to  the  judgment 
of  the  old  prince  Trubctfl;oT,  whofe  long  experience 
and  confummate  wifdom  rendered  him  a  proper 
guide.     Prince  Trubetlkoi  had  indeed  been  witnefi 

of 
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of  fereral  revolutions,  and  was  a  perfed  maftet'  of 
the  viages  and  cuftoms  of  his  country  ^. 

He  was  fent  for.  The  grand  duke  repeated  to 
bim  all  that  he  had  juft  been  hearing  from  the 
mouth  of  F^n,  and  did  not  conceal  his  inclidatioa 
to  follow  the  advice  of  the  count.  But  Trubetfkoi 
exprefled  himfelf  of  a  different  opinion,  and  delivered 
it  With  all  the  boldnefs  of  a  veteran  foldier,  jealous 
of  the  honour  of  his  foverdgns. 

"  My  prince,*'  faid  he,  "  the  ftep  you  have  been 
"  advifed  to  take  is  not  only  attended  with  fat 

**  greater  danger  than  that  you  are  inftruded  to 

^'  dread,  but  in  direft  oppoiition  to  the  cuftoms 

^  of  the  empire.      The    ruflian    conftitution   is 

^^  purely  military ;  and  the  fenate  has  never  pre* 

^  tended  to  interfere  in  the  ele£tion  of  the  tzars. 

*'  And  what  is  that  imaginary  glory  in  preferring 

"  to  be  crowned  by  a  juridical  affembly  rather 

'*  than  by  a  vi&orious  army  ?   Chofen  by  a  diet  or 

^*  by  a  fenate,  will  the  kings  of  Poland  and  of 

^  Sweden  ever  take  precedence  of  the  emperor  of 

**  all  the  Ruflias  ?  The  true,  the  only  glory  of  a 

'^  monarch  is  to  reign  worthily.     Make  it  your 

^'  endeavour  then  to  merit  that  glory  without  dif- 

'^  quieting  yourfelf  about  a  vain  formality,  and 

^'  putting  yourfelf  under  the  tutelage  of  an  ambitious 

*'  fenate,  who  will  foon  make  you  repent  the  con- 

« 

*  It  was  prince  Trubetfkoi  who,  in  1730,  induced  the 
Inaprelj  Anne  to  break  the  conditions  impofcd  on  her  by  the 
fcrnate  oa  caUing  her  to  the  throac 

VOL.  u     .  L  *'  fidence 
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**  fidenee  you  have  rq)ored  in  it.  But  if  unhappily 
^^  your  throne  ihould  fliaks^  mil  that  fenate  have 
*^  the  force  to  eftabliih  it  ?  and  if  you  ihould  fet 
*<  out  with  rendering  the  army  diffatisiied  by  did 
<<  daining  to  follow  their  ancient  ufage,  will  yoo 
^'  not,  fooner  or  later,  have  reafon  to  dread  thdr 
«*  vengeance?** 

This  fpeech  caufed  the  grand  duke  to  waver  ia 
his  refolution.  He  was  flattered  by  the  briUiani 
novelty  of  the  counfels  of  Panin ;  but  the  dread 
of  affronting  the  army  deprived  him  of  courage  to 
follow  them.  In  this  perplexity  of  mind,  not  know* 
ing  what  determination  he  ought  to  adopt,  he 
difpatched  one  of  his  chamberlains  to  confult  the 
grand  duchefs* 

Catharine,  whofe  ambition  was  roufed  by  Eliza* 

beth*s  approaching  diffolution,   and  who  felt  the 

tieceility  of  conciliating  the  popular  favour  by  an 

exterior  of  piety,  which,  by  thofe  who  beft  ktieW 

her,  was  fuppofed  not  to  proceed  from  her  heart ; 

Catharine  was  punfhial  in  frequenting  the  churched 

at  the  ftated  times  of  public  devotion ;  but  mote 

particularly  at  the  prayers  that  were  now  daily  fmt 

up  for  imploring  the  re-eftabli(hment  of  the  health 

of  the  emprefs.    Panin  had  imprudently  negkfted 

to  inform  her  of  his  projed.    She  was  (till  in  the 

dark  concerning  the  advantages  to  accrue  froHl  It 

to  her.     Befides,  fhe  had  been  employed  feveral 

d^ys  in  framing  herfelf  the  form  of  the  procl.ajXM? 

lion  acknowledging  the  emptor,  as  well  as  ihH  of 

the 
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the  oath  to  be  taken  by  the  troops:  and  as  fhe 
I^ttmed  her&lf  on  writing  in  a  ftyie  of  peculiar 
el^anccfy  and  imagining  that  thefe  two  piecel  would 
be  received  with  admiration  by  the  people  at  large^ 
ihe  would  not  facrifice  a  labour^  that  would  be  loft 
if  tjie  prince  fhould  caufe  himfelf  to  be  ele£led  by 
the  ienatep  as  that  body  would  iclelf,  in  that  cafe^ 
prefcribe  the  new  form  of  the  oath>  and  di&ate 
the  new  proclamation.  She  therefore  retiuned  aa 
abrupt  anfwer  to  the  grand  duke,  '^  that  he  ought 
I*  to  conform  to  eftablifhed  cuflom/' 

176a.  Almoft  at  the  moment  the  grand  duke 
recdved  this  anfwer,  word  was  brought  him,  that 
aunt,  the  emprefs  Elizabetl^  **  commanded 
him  to  live  long*;"  in  other  words,  that  ihe 
dead.  The  tzaritza  expired  on  Chriftmas-day 
X761  f ,  after  a  long  illnefs,  and  in  excruciating  pains^ 
ix\  the  fifty-fecond  year  of  her  age,  and  the  twenty- 
:iecond  of  her  reign.  This  princefs  was  fecond 
^ugl^ter  to  Peter  the  great ;  and,  from  being  little 
better  than  a  prifoner,  became  in  a  moment  a  def^ 
potic  fovereign,  holding  in  her  feeble  and  negligent 
lands  the  reins  of  this  gigantic  empire^  the  mbft 

*  The  ufoal  form  of  announcing  to  another  the  death  of  fomc 
perfoD,  in  praAice  among  all  claffes  and  coflditiont  of  people. 
ttvcopf  KiriUitch  prikazal  jeet :  Procopint  the  fon  of  Cynt^ 
or  perhaps  Procopiut  Fiu-CjriU  '*  orders  you  to  livei"  is  the 
lame  as  to  Ull  you  that  he  is  dead  :  or  as  often,  Afanafi  VaifiUie* 
vitcfa,  Athanafius  the  ft)n  of  Bafil,  prikazal  dolgo  jeet>  orders 
ym  to  life  long. 

f  Or  the  jth  of  January  1762  N.  S4 

L  2  exteniive 
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cxtcnfivc  on  the  globe  of  the  earth;  one  part 
uhcreof  alone,  the  ruffian  Afia,  is  (as  has  alretdy 
been  obferved  in  our  preliminaries)  far  greater  than 
all  Europe  taken  together :  nay,  of  which  part 
only,  one  province,  Siberia,  greatly  exceeds  an 
empire  of  the  firft  magnitude,  namely  China,  trith 
all  its  adjacent  territories.  For  Elizabeth  poflefled 
neither  the  abilities  nor  the  inclination  for  bdng 
an  adive  fovereign :  and  the  illuftrious  hxmiy  of 
this  mighty  monarch  was  more  than  once  difturbed 
by  inteftine  revolutions.  In  dungeons  at  various 
diflances  from  the  refidence,  were  languifhing,  in 
her  reign,  a  dethroned  emperor,  exiled  princes  and 
dukes,  vanquifliqfl  magnates,  baniihed  conrnianders, 
ftatefmen,  courtiers,  and  women. 

The  reign  of  Elizabeth  may  be  defervedly  termed 
peaceful  and  tranquil ;  yet,  without  reckoning  the 
grand  tumult  at  her  acceffion  to  the  throne,  there 
were  not  wanting  revolutions  of  an  inferior  kind. 
In  the  year  1743,  not  long  before  the  arrival  of 
Catharine,  a  court  confpiracy  againft  the  emprefs 
was  deleft ed :  which,  though  it  coft  none  of  the 
accomplices  their  lives,  yet  the  minifter  for  the 
marine,  Lapoukin,  his  very  beautiful  lady,  his  ^on^ 
the  countefs  Beftuchef,  fifter-in-law  to  the  chancel- 
lor of  the  empire,  feveral  gentlemen  of  the  chamber, 
and  officers,  received  the  knoot,  had  the  fore-half 
of  their  tongues  cut  out,  and  were  fent  to  Siberia* 
In  the  year  1748,  count  Leftocq,  formerly  body- 
furgeon  to  the  emprefsj  and  the  principal  inftiru- 

ment 
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ment  of  her  elevation  to  the  throne,  was  difgraced 
by  the  chancellor  Beftuchef,  whom  he  himfelf  had 
promoted  to  that  office,  and  by  general  Apraxui : 
he  was  firft  imprifoned  in  the  caftle,  and  afterwards 
«dled  to  fome  obfcure  and  folitary  place  in  the 
government  of  Archangel.  Ten  years  afterwards 
the  chancellor's  own  turn  came;  being  in  1758 
accufed  of  high  treafon,  and  fent  off  to  one  of  his 
eftates  one  hundred  and  twenty  verfts  beyond 
Mofco.  —  Of  more  confequence  to  the  country 
was  Elizabeth's  participation  in  the  formidable 
league  againft  Frederic  of  Pruffia,  at  the  inftiga- 
tion  of  Beftuchef,  and  which  the  grand  duke  beheld 
with  extreme  difcontent.  During  the  ever-memo- 
rable war  of  1757— 1762,  that  monarch  was 
cruelly  haraflcd  by  the  ruffian  arms,  though  at 
times  fuch  glorious  viftories  were  gained  over  them 
by  his  own ;  but  what  benefit  could  accrue  from 
all  this  to  the  enormous  empire  ?  What  was  there 
to  compenfate  the  thoufands  of  lives  and  the  pro- 
digious fums  of  money  that  it  coft  to  Ruffia  ? 

The  eafinefs  and  indolence  of  Elizabeth's  cha- 
racter fubjefted  her  to  ihe  humours  of  favourites, 
who  made  a  bad  ufe  of  her  authority.  Her  devo- 
tion often  rendered  her  impious,  and  her  clemency 
cruel.  At  the  commencement  of  her  reign  fhe 
made  a  vow  never  to  punifli  a  malefaftor  with 
death:  the  judges  therefore,  who  could  not  deca- 

■ 

pitate  criminals,  deprived  them  of  their  lives  by 
the  barbarous  punifliment  of  the  knoot  j  and  never 

L  3  were 
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were  there  more  tongues  cut  out,  and  more  Tvretcbef 
ient  to  Siberia,  than  under  the  reigii  of  this  ptincefr| 
fo  unjuftly  extolled  for  her  c!emen(^y  "^^ 

It  is  fuppofed  that  her  government  coft  everjr 
fear  to  the  empire  at  lead  one  thoufand  of  hef 
fubjeCts  by  pri\rate  imprifonmepit,  ivhich,  during^ 
the  twenty  years  and  upwards  that  (he  rdgndd^ 
makes  the  number  amoimt  tso  above  twenty  thou* 
fimd.  Nothing  was  more  eafy  than  to  obtain  a 
fecret  order  for  this  purpofe  by  the  flatterers  dt  dl 
l^nks  that  fwarmed  about  her  perfon.  It  wa;. 
fufficient  for  6ne  of  the  maids  of  honour  to  thinli^ 
herfelf  flighted,  for  getting  an  order  to  have  a  per« 
fon  taken  out  of  bed  in  the  night,  carried  aWay 


^  The  panegyriib  pf  Elizabeth  (fays  Mr.  Coxe)  would 
tainly  have  entertained  fome  doubts  concerning  her  boafted  de^ 
nicncy,  if  they  had  recollected  that  (he  did  not  aboh'fh,  bat 
r6tained>  the  following  horrid  procefs  for  the  purpofe  of  extorting^ 
confellioB  from  perfons  charged  with  treafonable  defignsv  The 
arms  of  th^  fufpeded  perfon  being  tied  behind  by  a  rope,  he  wa^ 
drawn  up  in  that  poflure  to  a  confiderable  height  in  the  air ; 
whence  being  fuddenly  lowered  to  within  a  fmall  didance  of  the 
ground,  and  the  motion  being  there  as  fuddenly  checked,'  the 
¥iolence  of  the  concufllion  diilocatcd  his  fhoulders,  and  in  that 
deplorable  (itnation  he  underwent  the  knoot.  To  this  dreadful 
engine  of  barbanty,  and  defpotifm,  Eh'zabcth,  amidfl  all  her  im* 
puted  lenity>  gave  unlimited  fcope;  and,  during  her  \vh«le 
reign,  it  was  ordinarily  applied  even  at  the  difcretion  of  inferior 
and  igi^orant  magiftrates;  nor  was  it  abolifhcd  until  the  accefCoQ 
of  the  prefent  cmprefs  (Catharine  II.),  who  has  prohibited  th^ 
ufe  of  torture  iii  all  criminal  cafes.  Coxe^s  Travels y  8vo.  edit, 
vol.  lit,  p.  lao* 

•  « 

blindfolded 
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blindfolded   and    gagged,    and   Immured    under 
ground,  there  to  drag  out  the  remainder  of  life  in 
a  folitary  and  loathfome  dungeon,   without  ever 
being  charged  with  any  crime,  or  even  knowing 
in  what  part  of  the  country  he  was.    On  the  dif- 
^pearance  of  any  fuch  perfon  from  his  family, 
from  his  relatives,  from  the  circle  of  his  acquaint* 
aace,  it  was  highly  dangerous  to  make  any  in« 
qairies  after  him.     ^^  He  has  difappeared,"  was 
bdd  a  fufficient  aofwer  to  queftions  of  that  nature* 
Many  of  thefe  were  known  to  be  fUll  miferably 
wearing   out   exlftence   under   the   baflions    and 
towers  of  Schluflelburg  and  other   fortrefles   fo 
lately  as  the  winter  of  1780,  not  to  mention  the 
exiles  to  Siberia.     To  all  this  it  may  be  added, 
that  her  reign  was  never  marked  by  a  fmgle  aft 
that  could  juftify  the  revolution  that  placed  on  her 
head  the  crown  of  Rullia.    In  a  word,  (he  was 
fitter  to  have  vegetated  in  the  floth  of  a  convent, 
than  to  be  feated  on  the  throne  of  one  of  the  largeft 
of  the  chief  empires  of  the  world* 


L4 
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CHAP.    II. 

4cceJfion  of  Peter  III.  —  He  recalls  a  great  Numtif  «f 
the  Exiles,  among  others  Munich  and  Biren.  -^^ 

• 

Uka/e  in  favour  of  the  Nobility.  —  Peace  with 
Prujfia.  — Admiratim  of  Peter  III.  for  FredifictlL 
—  Mifunderftanding  between  Peter  III.  and  C4^, 

tharine Intrigues  againjl  that  Prince.  —  Tht 

Orlofs^  Princefs  Dajhkof  Panin^  enter  into  a  Pkt 
for  detbroniv^  him,  r—  He  makes  a  Yijit  to  Ivan  in 
the  PrifoH  of  Srblujelburg.  —  His  Beftgn  to  nomi^ 
nate  that  Prince  his  Succejfor.  —  Preparation^ 
againjl  Denmark. 

1  liE  part  t^ken  by  Elizabeth  in  the  feven  years' 
war,  though  it  might  in  fome  meafure  have  beexi 
dictated  by  refentment,  might  at  the  fame  time  have 
paffed  for  the  refult  of  the  foundeft  policy.  Nq 
power  but  that  of  the  king  of  Pruffia  was  capable  of 
checking  hers.  lie  was,  not  only  from  his  flrength 
and  character,  but  from  the  fituation  of  his  do- 
piinions,  the  only  prince  in  Europe  from  whom  i( 
could  be  materially  her  intereft  to  make  conqueftg. 
By  the  capture  of  Colberg  on  one  hand,  an4 
ScbwciJnitz  on  the  other,  the  king  of  Piuffia's 
dominions  were  entirely  at  the  mercy  of  his 
enemies  j  his  forces  were  worn  away,  and  even  his 

eilorts 
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jeffbrts  ha4  gradually  decUoed ;  a  complete  vidory, 
though  this  was  an  event  not  at  all  probable,  could 
not  hare  faved  hiih.  The  Ruffians,  by  wintering  in 
Fomerania,  and  by  the  po^effion  of  Colberg,  which 
infured  them  fupplies  by  a  lafe  and  expeditious 
^annel,  were  in  a  condition  to  commence  their 
operations  much  earlier  than  yfual^  as  well  as  to 
fuftain  them  with  more  fpirit  and  uniformity.  No 
TefoQrce  of  policy  could  be  tried  with  the  leaft 
.expedation  of  fuccefs.  After  fuch  a  refiftance  for 
five  years,  of  which  the  world  never  fiirniihed  an- 
x>ther  example,  the  king  of  Pruffia  had  nothing  left, 
but  fuch  a  condp^  as  might  clofe  the  fcene  with 
glory ;  fince  there  was  fo  little  appearance  of  hi$ 
^concluding  the  war  with  fafety. 

In  the  midA  of  thefe  gloomy  appearances,  his 
inveterate  and  inflexible  enemy,  the  emprefs  of 
Jl^uffi^,  died  ',  and  he  was  extricated  by  that  event 
alone  from  the  diilrefles  by  which  he  was  adually 
^rrounded,  and  the  greater  miferies  that  feeme4  to 
Si  wait  him. 

With  regard  to  her  own  dominions,  Elizabeth, 
for  her  perfonal  conveniency,  had  created  a  go- 
vernment by  favourites ;  and  by  her  paffion  for 
pomp  and  fenfual  gratificatiops,  had  incurred 
enormous  debts. 

No  fooner  h^d  the  emprefs  doled  her  <  eyes, 
jhan  the  courtiers  prefled  in  crowds  to  the  grand 
4tt]fce.  This  prince,  laying  afide  at  once  his 
H^eaknefs    and    indeci^n,    accofted    them    with 

dignity, 
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dignity^  wd  received  the  otthi  of  die  officert  oT 
his  guard. 

In  about  an  hour  he  got  on  horfeback^  and  mh 
Tcrfed  the  ftreets  of  St.  Peteriburg^  diftribnting 
money  to  the  multitude.  As  he  mrent^  the  foMiers 
flocked  about  him,  crying,  **  If  thou  lake  care  ef 
*'  tis,  we  will  ferve  thee  as  fiuthfully  as  we  fisrvied 
**  our  good  emprefs.'*  The  people  mixed  their 
ihouts  of  joy  with  the  acclamations  of  the  fekKera ; 
and,  though  the  enemies  of  the  grand  duke  had 
long  fince  fucceeded  in  their  attempts  to  bring 
odiiun  and  contempt  upon  him,  yet  his  acceflion  to 
the  throne  was  not  attended  with  the  leaft  mark  of 
difcontent  or  iH-mll. 

As  for  himfelf,  deHvered  on  a  fuddcn  ()rom  the 
long  and  fervile  conftraint  in  which  he  had  been 
kept  by  his  aunt,  he  negligently  let  his  fatisfa6tion 
appear,  but  without  betraying  an  indecent  joy.  He 
took  the  name  of  Peter  III.  « 

It  was  eafy  for  him  to  efiace  the  memory  of  h» 
predeceffor ;  yet  it  was  obfervable  that  there  was 
little  appearance  <^  thofe  cheerful  fentiments  which 
pfually  take  pofieflion  of  the  hearts  of  the  fubjefts 
on  the  acceilion  of  a  young  prince  to  the  throne. 
AH  tempers  feemed  out  of  tune :  the  emperor 
neither  found  nor  felt  any  more  afFeftion  in  the 
larger  circle  of  the  colirt,  that  in  the  fmaller  one  of 
his  family, 

The  Ruffians  were  at  that  time,  generally 
(peaking,  indifpofed  towards   foreigners,    though 

numbers 
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Clumbers  of  them,  filice  the  time  of  Peter  the  great, 

liad  always  held  places  at  the  court,  in  the  army, 

Sn  the  fleet,  and  in  the  civil  departments.    £!!• 

ibeth  had  flattered  this  old  ruffian  prejudice; 

[,  in  order  to  ingratiate  hcrfelf  with  the  people, 

wyn  her  coming  to  the  crown,  had  proimfed  to 

'vemove  th^  foreigners :  but  in  the  opinion  of  many 

if  the  nobility,  and  efpecially  of  the  army,  flie  came 

far  fhort  of  her  word.    During  her  reign,  ia 

Khc  year  1740,  an  infurredion  broke  out  on  this 

'account  \  the  foldiers  in  the  camp  near  Vyborg, 

^^uring  the  fwedifh  war,  began  on  a  fudden  to 

xnaltreat  their  foreign  officers,  and  were  threatening 

^ro   proceed  to  very  dangerous  extremities,  when 

.^diicipline  and  order  were  prefently  reftored  by  the 

^reat  prefence  of  mind  of  the  intrepid  Keith.   Evca 

Sxi    Feteriburg  a  fimilar  mutiny,  fliortly  after  the 

JFbrmcr,  broke  out,  which,  though  at  firft  only  an 

attack  on  a  german  officer,  yet  proceeded  to  fo 

great  a  iieight  as  to  fill  the  whole  city  with  alarm 

sind  conjternatipn.    |t  was  chiefly  on  account  of 

this   national  humour,  that  generals  Lcevendahl, 

ILeith,  Manflein,  and  other  deferving  foreigners^ 

afterwards  took  leave  of  the  fervice. 

Indeed  the  grand  duke  Peter  could  not  properly 
be  deemed  a  foreigner;  he  had  rather  a juft  claim 
on  the  national  love,  as  the  grandfon  of  Peter  the 
great.  But  he  was  after  all'  an  Holfleiner  ;  he  had 
pot  iong  been  refidenc  in  Ruflia  ;  and  lived  there 
Jffmoft  like  a  foreigner.    Neither  in  manners,  nor 
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in  language,  nor  in  religious  profeifion^  did  he 
feem  a  complete  and  genuine  Ruffian.    His  coa- 
fidence  and  familiarity  were  confined  to  the  Ger- 
mans from  his  dukedom ;  all  his  affe£Uons  feemed 
Co  centre  in  Holftein  alone,  while  he  fliewed  only 
coldnefs  or  even  repugnance  to  the  concerns  of  his 
future  empire.    Nor  was  this  at  all  furprifiog,  as 
the  fituation  in  which  he  was  held,  by  keeping  him^ 
at  a  diftance  from  the  deliberations  of  the  cabinet^ 
naturally  din«ini(hed  his  attention  to  public  affairs  ; 
and  as  he  juftly  difapproved  of  the  violent  par- 
ticipation with  which  his  aunt    and  her  miniftry 
engaged  in  the  great  german  war.  —  Both  parties^ 
if  they  had  not  yet  proceeded  to  intemperate  mea- 
fures,  had,  however,  already  concerted  their  plans^ 
or  rather  had  begun  to  put  them  in  play.    The 
grand  duke,  according  to  fome,  ought  to  be  de- 
prived of  the  fucceffion ;  and  then  they  could  cafi 
their  eyes  on  no  perfon  fo  proper  for  it  as  his  con- 
fort  ;  who,  though  a  foreigner  likewife,  had  yet  in 
her  whole  behaviour  aflimilated  herfelf  more  with 
the  nation,  and  might  reign  as  the  guardian  of  her 
fon.     On  the  other  hand,  the  grand  duke  wanted, 
as  was  faid  by  others,  or  perhaps   by  the. fame, 
entirely  to  new-model  the  whole  fyflem  of  Ruflia, 
to  put  everything  on  a  german  footing,  to  employ 
the  force  of  the  empire  only  in  the  aggrandifement 
of  Holftein ;  and,  in  order  to  enable  himfelf  to  a6t 
yith  pcrfedt  freedom,  and  to  annihilate  the  oppofite 
party  at  ^  ftroke,  to  detach  himfelf  from  his  family, 

and 
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and  to  fecure  to  a  paternal  relation  the  ezpe^tive  of 

the  grown. 

Such  was  the  tempor  of  the  times  when  Peter 
acceded  to  the  imperial  dignity.    In  the  manifcfto 
1>y  which  he  proclaimed  this  event  to  the  empire, 
lie  mentioned  neither  his  confort  nor  even  his  fon ; 
and  interpreters  were  not  wanting,  who  clearly  per- 
^cdved  in  this  omilfion  the  overthrow  of  the  here* 
^tary  fucceffion.    A  circumftance  that  operated 
^^th  greater  impreflion  was,  that  he  made  no  pre* 
^mrations  for  his  coronation  at  Mofco  ;  a  folemnity 
^f  the  utmofl  importance,  as  a  pradice  of  high  an- 
tiquity, and  as  conferring  an  awful  fandion  on  the 
^authority  of  the  fovereign  in  the  minds  of  the 
-yeople.    Inftead  of  this  he  puflied  his  blind  paflion 
:^r  imitating  the  king  of  Pruffia  fo  far,  that  he  made 
3}reparadons  in  this  immature  ft  ate  of  his  govern- 
.anent  to  quit  Ruflia,  and  go  into  Germany,  for  the 
-Jake  of  an  interview  with  that  great  monarch,  whofe 
genius,  principles,  and  fortune  he  fo  extravagantly 
^admired. 

The  impartial  hiftorian    cannot   withhold  the 

"^bute  of  praife  from  his  condufl  at  the  beginning 

of  his  reign.    To  fay  that  he  revenged  himfelf  on 

no  one,  though  he  very  well  knew  who  had  taken 

pains  to  injure  him  with  the  late  emprefs,  would  be 

but  flight  commendation,  in  comparifon  of  the  ads 

of  beneficence  and  juilice  with  which  he  fignalized 

his  firft  acceflion  to  the  fupreme  command,  to  the 

aftoniflunent  of  thofe  who  knew  him  only  by  his 

vices. 
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irices.  The  transformation  aroeared  as  comolete 
as  it  was  fudden.  Gentlenefs  and  humaoity  coo)^ 
the  place  of  violence,  and  refle&ion  fucceeded  tcr 
paiBon.  The  grand  duke  had  been  incopfiftott, 
impetuous,  and  wild :  Peter  III.  now  fliewed  hioi* 
ielf  equitable^  patient,  and  enlightened.  He  eK«i 
ercifed  kindnefs  towards  all  who  had  been  atti)cha4 
to  the  late  emprefs  his  aunt.  He  continued  in  their 
pofts  almod  all  the  great  officers  of  (late.  He  p^r^ 
doned  his  enemies.  He  raifed  to  the  rank  of  field- 
marfhal  Peter  Schuvalof,  who  had  been  long  con* 
fined  to  his  bed,  and  who  died  ihortly  after.  He 
left  the  place  of  grand-veneur  to  Alexey  Gr^o* 
rievitch  Razumofeky  *,  the  favourite  of  Elizabedu 
.He  even  conferred  benefits  on  Ivan  Schuyalof, 
though  he  had  frequently  made  an  unworthy  uie  of 
his  influence. 

Prince  Shakofskoi,  advocate  of  the  feoatc,  of 
whom  Peter  III.  had  great  reafcn  to  complain,  was 
the  only  perfon  he  removed  from  his  employment ; 
but  he  exaded  of  him  nothing  more  than  a  fimple 
refignation,  leaving  him  both  his  liberty  and  his 
pofleifions.  At  the  fame  time  a  certain  Glebof,  who 
from  being  but  a  common  attorney,  was  appointed 
to  tranfad  the  affairs  of  Holitein,  and  in  that  admi- 

*  Alexey  Razumofsky  had  often  injured  the  grand  duke  with 
the  emprefs  Elizabeth,  The  grand  duke  one  day  fent  him  ao 
axe  upon  a  red  fatin  cufhion,  as  a  hint  of  the  cttaftrophe  that 
awaited  him  ;  but  when  this  prince  was  featcd  op  ib^  throne,  he 
difdaiDcd  every  idea  of  revenge, 

niftratioQ 
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ziiftrafion  had  obtained  the  good-i^U  of  the  prince, 
^^Mis  put  into  the  place  of  Shakoftkoi.  Olebof  after* 
'vrards  but  ill  requited  fo  fignal  a  mark  of  the  con« 
£denc6  of  his  mafter*. 

The  grand  duchefs,  who  could  not  think  without 
^read  of  the  moment  when  her  hufband  fhould  be 
anvcfted  with  the  fupreme  command,  and  expeded 
aoothing.  fliort  of  a  very  fevere  animadveriion  upon 
Xierfelfy  received  from  him  the  moft  flattering  falu« 
-XationSj  and  marks  of  the  greateft  confidence.    He 
deemed  to  forget  the  wrongs  he  had  fuffered^  in  the 
elegancies  of  her  mind,  and  the  force  of  her  genius. 
3Ie  pafled  a  great  part  of  the  day  in  her  apartments: 
^diicourfiBd  with  her  on  the  moft  friendly  footing,  and 
^ccmfulted  her  on  all  delicate  and  important  affairs. 
'^The  courtiers^  furprifed  at  this  condud,  felicitated 
^^tharine  on  the  happinefs  of  her  lot.    Catharine 
almofl  the  only  perfon  who  was  not  deceived. 
he  e^ly  faw  that  her  hufband  was  not  capable  of 
pTeming  by  himfelf,  and  ihe  was  too  well  ac- 
quainted with  his  character,  to  miftake  that  for 
Ibenevolence  which  was  only  weaknefs. 

With  regard  to  the  government  of  his  country, 
Clothing  could  be  more  popular  and  aufpidous  than 
Siis  firfl  meafures.  The  earliefi;  ufe  the  new  tzar 
Siade  of  his  abfolute  power,  was  to  fet  the  ruflian 

*  Glebof  had  a  coDfiderable  (hare  of  ^ood  fenfe,  together  with 
^mtiij  defe£U.     In  the  reign  of  Catharine  II.  he  was  long  at  the 
licid  of  the  war  department ;  but  the  enormous  embezzlements 
^  which  he  was  guilty,  caufcd  him  to  be  turned  out. 

4  nobility 
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nobility  and  gentry  free,  and  to  put  thetn  on  the 
fame  footing  with  thofe  of  their  rank  in  the  other 
more  moderate  governments  of  Europe.  He.  re. 
called  that  multitude  of  ftate  prifoners  with  whom 
the  furpicious  temper  of  Elizabeth,  and  the  jea- 
loulies  of  her  fervants,  had  peopled  the  deferts  of 
Siberia  *•  Among  thefe  unfortunate  wretches  .was 
the  famous  Biren  f ,  who  had  long  been  the  haughty 

lover 

• 

*  It  ts  faid  that  Peter  III.  recalled  to  the  number  of  feroi- 
teen  thoufand  exilea. 

f  Erneft  John  Btren,  become  fo  famous  by  his  great  advance- 
mentt  and  his  not  le(s  extraordinary  rererfes  of  fortune,  wis 
bom  in  Courland,  of  a  family  of  mean  extrad^ion.     Hb  gnrnd* 
hthcr  had  been  head  groom  to  James  the  third,  duke  of  CoaiJaiid« 
and  obtained  frofn  his  mailer  the  prefent  of  a  fmall  cflate  in  land. 
His  fon  accompanied  prince  Alexander,   youngeA  fon  of,  the 
dukc^  in  a  campaign  into  Hungary  againft  the  Turks,  in  quality 
of  groom  of  his  horfe,  and  with  the  rank  of  lieutenant.    Prince 
Alexander  being  killed  before  Btida,  in  16869  Biren  returned  into 
Courland,  and  was  appointed  mailer  huntfman  to  the  dnke* 
Emeft  John  his  fecond  fon  was  bom  in  1687,  received  the  early 
part  of  his  education  in  Courland,  and  was  fent  to  the  univerfity 
of  Koeuigfburg»  where  he  continued  till  fome  youthful  impruden- 
ci^s  compelled  Iiim  to  retire.     In  1 7 14,  he  made  his  appearance 
at  St.  Peterfburgy  and  follicited  the  place  of  page  to  the  princeb 
Charlotte,  wife  of  the  tzarovitch  Alexey ;  but  being  contemp- 
tuoufly  rtfjcflcd  as  a  pcrfon  of  mean  extradion,  retired  to  Mittau^ 
wliere  he  chanced  to  ingratiate  himfelf  with  count  Beiiuchef, 
mailer  of  the  houfcLold  to  Anne,  widow  of  Frederic  Williamy 
duke  of  Courland,  who  reiidcd  at  Mittau.     Being  of  a  hatidfome 
figure  and  polite  addrcfs,  he  foon  gained  the  good-will  of  the 
diichcfsj  and  became  her  fecretary  and  chief  favourite.     On  her 
being  declared  fovcrciga  of  Ruffia>  Anne  called  Biren  to  Peterf- 

bur£» 
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lover  and  the  cruel  niinifter  of  the  emprefs  Anne* 
Peter  IIL  reftored  him  only  to  liberty ;  but  Ca- 
tharine  afterwards  gave  him  back  the  duchy  of 
Courland ;  and  Biren,  ih(tru£led  in  the  fchool  of 
adverfity,  pafled  the  reft  of  his  life  as  a  practical 
phiiofopher,  and  becanle  the  father  of  a  people 
whom  he  had  formerly  opprefled. 

Peter  IIL  brought  alfo    from  Siberia  marfhal 
Munich  •,  at  the  age  of  eighty-two,  lipori  which 

one 


• 

Vg>  and  th«.fecretary  foon  became  duke  of  Courland^  andfirft 
mmiiler  or  rather  defpot  of  Rufiia.  Ail  now  felt  the  dreadful 
cSedi  of  his  extreme  arrogance,  his  bafe  intrigues,  and  his  honid 
W»nly,  Ttic  cruelties  he  exercifed  on  the  moll  illuflriout 
pcrfoDs  of  the  country  almoll  exceed  belief:  and  Manftein  con- 
jc&urcs,  that  during  the  ten  years  in  which  Biren's  power  con- 
^nucd,  above  twenty  thoufand  perfons  were  fcnt  to  Sibena,  of 
^Ijom  fcarcely  five  thoufand  were  ever  heard  of  more.  It  is 
affirmed  that  the  emprefs  has  often  fallen  on  her  knees  before 
'um,  m  hopes  of  moving  him  to  clemency,  but  neither  the  prayers 
^lor  the  tears  of  that  princefs  were  able  to  affcd^  him.  —  On  the 
^th  of  Anne,  which  happened  in  1740,  Bircn  being  declared 
'fgcni,  continued  daily  increafing  bis  vexations  and  cruelties,  till 
w  was  arrefled  on  the  i8th  of  December,  only  twenty  days  after 
w  had  been  appointed  to  the  regency,  and  at  the  revolution  that 
tnfucd  he  was  exiled  to  the  frozen  fliores  of  the  Oby. 

*  Chridopher  Burchard,  better  known  under  the  name  of 
owr/hal  Munich,  was  fon  of  an  ofTicer  in  the  fcrvice  of  Denmark* 
After  having  received  a  good  education,  he  entered  at  the  age  of 
fc*'cntccn  into  the  fervice  of  the  landgraf  of  Hefic-Darmftadc, 
«'»ddiftingui(hed  himfelf  in  his  firll  campaign  under  prince  Eugene 
and  the  duke  gf  Marlborough.     lie  afterwards  went  into  Poland, 

VOL.  I.  M  and 
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one  of  his  Tons  who  was  yet  alive>  and  thirty- two  of 
his  grandchildren  and  great-grandchildren,  went 
to  accoft  him  on  his  approach  to  the  fuburbs  of 
the  imperial  refidence.  The  old  foldier  prefented 
himfelf  before  the  emperor  with  his  numerous 
family,  and  drelTed  in  the  fame  fheepfkin  pelice 
which  he  had  worn  in  the  deferts  of  Pelim ;  but 
the  prince  hadily  reftored  him  the  badges  of  the 
order  of  St,  Andrew,  together  with  his  rank  of 
iield-marfhal,  and  faid  to  him,  in  a  friendly  tone 
of  voice :  *^  I  hope  that,  notwithftanding  your  ad- 
'*  vanced  age,  you  may  ftill  ferve  me/*  — Munich 
replied :  "  Since  your  majefty  has  brought  me 
"  from  darknefs  to  light,  and  called  me  from  the 
**  depths  of  a  cavern  to  admit  me  to  the  foot  of 
**  the  throne,  you  will.find  me  ever  ready  to  expofe 


and  thence  pafled  on  to  Ruflla,  where  his  bravery  and  his  talents 
obtained  him  the  rank  of  ficld-n\ar(hal.  His  capital  dcfefl  was 
being  too  circumftantial  and  over-nice  in  matters  of  fmall  import : 
accordingly  the  flighted  indance  of  forgetfulncfs,  the  lea/l  inat« 
tention  of  a  fubaltern,  threw  ]iim  into  a  rage,  though  he  was 
prcfcntly  after  afliamcd  of  his  violence.  When  Elizabeth  had 
afccndcd  the  throne,  flie  fought  to  avenge  herfelf  of  Munich,  for 
having  formerly  caufed  one  of  her  lovers  to  be  put  into  prifon. 
Being  brought  to  an  iniquitous  trial,  he  was  condemned  to  be 
quartered ;  but  his  fcntence  was  changed  by  the  emprefs  into 
perpetual  banifhment  in  Siberia.  lie  was  followed  into  exile  by 
his  wife  and  foveral  domedics.  He  was  allowed  but  twelve  co- 
peeks  per  day  for  the  maintenance  of  them  all,  but  he  procured 
fome  addition  to  this  allowance  by  felling  milk,  and  giving 
Itflons  In  geometry  to  the  young  people  that  came  to  his  folitude 
from  the  neared  towns* 

**  my 
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**  my  Kfe  in  ydur  fervice.  Neither  a  tedioiis  exile, 
•*  nor  the  feverity  of  a  fiberiah  climate,  have  been 
**  able  to  cxtingtiifh,  or  even  to  damp  the  ardour 
^  I  hive  fbfmetly  (Hewn  for  the  ihterefts  of  Riiflia 
*'  and  the  glory  of  its  monatch  *•"  —  Thus  proving 
himfelf  fupetior  16  the  difgufts  which  might  natu- 
tally  have  arifieil  iii  his  bread  at  the  difgraces  he  had 
Unjuftly  received^  and  at  the  fame  time  cedifying  a 
dignified  gratitude  to  the  foVereign  who  had  recalled 
lum; 

Leftocq,  the  fame  to  whom  Elizabeth  In  a  great 
meafure  owed  her  elevation  to  the  throne,  and  whom. 
Ihe  afterwards  bafely  facrificed  to  the  intrigues  of  his 
enemies,  who  only  coveted  his  property,  was  alfo 
recalled  by  Peter  III.,  and,  by  living  afterwards 
5it  Peterfburg  contented  with  an  humble  medio- 
crity, proved  that  he  had  fhcwn  no  lefs  docility  to 
theleObns  of  advcrfity  than  Biren  and  Munich. 

Thus  every  day  was  feen  arriving  at  Peterfburg 
fome  of  the  viftims  of  the  foregoing  reign ;  and 
'  their  return  prefented  an  affefting  fcene  to  the 
people,  and  a  fubject  of  benediftions  to  the  tzar. 
The  whole  empire  refoundedwith  the  praifes  of  its 
JJew  fovereign  ;  and  it  is  impoflible  to  defcribe  the 
admiration,  the  tranfports  of  joy,  that  it  occafioned 
on  his  going  in  flate  to  the  fenatc,  and  reading  a 
declaration,  by  which   he  permitted  the  nobility 

*  Munich  enjoyed  the  favour  and  patronage  of  Peter  III.  and 
Catharine  II.  and  died  on  the  i6th  of  Ociuber  1767,  in  tbc 
^ghty.fifth  year  of  Lit  age. 

M  2  either 
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either  Co  bear  arms  or  not,  at  thdr  own  difcretion, 
and  to  travel  abroad,  a  liberty  not  allowed  them 
before.  He  aflfranchifed  them  at  the  lame  time 
from  the  fervitude  in  which  they  had  been  held  by 
his  predeceflbrs.  The  nobility,  in  the  excefs  of 
their  gratitude,  would  do  no  lefs  than  ere£k  to  him  a 
ftatue  of  gold:  but  this  enthufiafm  lafted  not  long  ^. 
A  benefit  more  eflential  which  RuiSa  owes  to 
Peter  IIL  was  the  abolifliment  of  that  inquifition, 
that  terrible  tribunal,  or,  as  his  fuccefTor,  when  (he 
confirmed  the  emperor's  ukafe,  very  judly  named 
it,  the  fecret  inquifition  chancery,  a  perfecuting 
court  that  Ihunned  the  light,  in  which  every  cruelty 
of  indefinite  accufation,  and  an  examination  with- 
out judicial  forms  prevailed,  and  which  perpetrated 
fo  many  horrors  under  the  reign  of  the  fufpicious 
and  timid  Elizabeth.  Alexey  Mikhaiiovitch,  the 
father  of  Peter  the  great,  was  the  inflitutor  of  this 
tyrannical  tribunal,  under  the  name  of  the  fecret- 
committee,  which  was  bufied  in  judging  or  rather 

*  Sec  the  appendix  No.  II.  at  the  end  of  the  volume.  Catha- 
rine, not  willing  to  difoblige  the  nobility,  and  being  moreover 
very  furc  that  this  ordinance  would  only  be  executed  as  far  as  (he 
pleafcdy  left  it  to  fubfiil ;  in  fuch  manner,  that  if  the  nobles 
would  travel,  they  might  do  fo  of  right,  but  not  of  h6l,  flnce 
they  muft  afk  permiflion  of  the  fovcrcign  ;  and  that  princcfs  diJ 
not  always  grant  it.  Of  this  count  Stroganof  wab  a  proof. 
For  more  than  three  years  he  was  dcfirous  of  making  the  tour  of 
Europe ;  but  it  was  in  vain  that  he  follicitcd  the  confont  of  the 
cmprcfs ;  who  always  gave  him  for  aiifwcr,  that  flic  could  not 
difpcnfc  with  him  ;  and  he  remained  at  home. 

in 
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mn  condemiung  all  fuch  as  were  accufed  of  high 

^reafon,  in  other  wordsi  whoever  was  difpleafmg  to 

-the  prince  or  his  informers*    Perfons  of  all  ranks 

smd  fexes  were  liable  to  be  arrefted  upon  the  llightefl: 

fufpicionsj  and  tortured  in  the  mod  dreadful  man« 

ncr.    There  was  a  by-word,  "  Slovo  i  dclo,  words 

**  and  deeds  ;**  which  if  any  one  only  pronounced 

againft  another,  was  fufficient  caufe  for  them  both 

to  be  immediately  apprehended,  and  fent  to  the 

fecret  comniittee,  where  the  accufer  alfo  under- 

went  the  torture  if  the  accufed  perfifted  in  his 

deniaU 

But  it  ought  to  be  noticed  how  Peter  III.  came 

to  utter  thefe  two  declarations,   dictated  by  the 

mod  enlightened  notions  of  juftice,  and  the  mod 

generous  confidence.    It  (hould  be  explained  how 

2f  happened,  that  in  the  conduct  of  this  prince  was 

\  to  be  feen  fuch  an  extraordinary  mixture  of  fore- 

%ht  and  forgetfulnefs,  of  dignity  and  weaknefs. 

His  defeds,  his  vices,  were  the  unhappy  and  necef- 

^ry  effeft  of  his  education;    his  worthy  aftions 

J^ght  charitably  be  fuppofed  to  proceed  from  the 

i^oble  ambition  of  doing  good :  but  this  ambition 

^^as  often  in  need  of  being  roufed. 

The  tzar  had,  in  quality  of  his  general  aide-de- 
camp, an  intimate  friend,  a  young  Ukrainer,  named 
G  udovitch  •,  of  whom  we  have  before  made  men- 

*  The  fame  whom  the  tzar,  while  only  grand  duke,  would 

have  made  betpiaa  of  the  Kozaki  in  the  room  of  Cyril  Kaau- 
1?iofcky. 

M  3  tion. 
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tion,  and  whoj  of  all  his  coiutiexs>  was  the  only 
one  that  loved  him  fincerely.  It  wa3  Gudovitch, 
who,  wbe^  Peter  was  on  the  point  of  qpmipg  to 
the  throne,  induced  hirn  to  follow  the  advice  of  the 
old  prince  Trubetlkoi,  rather  than  implicitly  to 
rely  on  that  of  Panin;  it  was  he  likewife  who 
prompted  him  to  all  thofe  prudent  and  dignified 
mea^ires  that  fignalized  the  firfl  days  of  his  reign.. 
But  the  emperor,  furrounded  by  his  corrqpters^ 
foon  fell  back  into  his  indolence,  and  more  than 
ever  abandoned  himfe}f  to  his  cuf^omary  habits. 
Shut  up  for  feveral  days  fucceffively  with  hi? 
miftrefs  and  fome  of  his  conviviaj  cpii)panio|i8»  he 
was  in  a  ftate  of  almoll  continpaf  info:KJcation9 
when  Gudovitch  prefented  himfelf  before  him,  and. 
with  a  countenance  of  ftudied  fe verity,  fs^id  to 
him:  **  Peter  Feodorovitch,  \  novjr  plainly  per- 
f  *  ceive  that  you  prefer  to  us  the  enemies  of  your 
*'  fame.  You  are  irrecoverably  fubfervient  to 
them  J  you  acknowledge  them  to  have  had  good 
reafon  for  faying  that  you  were  more  addided 
to  lovsr  and  degrading  pleafures,  than  fit  to  govern 
an  empire.  Is  it  thus  that  you  emulate  your 
vigilant  and  laborious  grandfire,  that  Peter  the 
great  whom  you  have  fo  often  fwore  to  take  for 
your  model  ?  Is  it  thus  that  you  perfevere  in 
the  wife  and  noble  conduft,  by  which,  at  your 
*^  acceflion  to  the  throne,  you  merited  the  love 
f*  and  the  admiration  of  your  people  ?  But  that 
5'  lovc>  that  admiration,    are    already  forgotten. 

"  They 
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**  They  are  fucceeded  by  difcontent  and  murmurs, 
**  Pctcrfburg  is  anxioufly  inquiring  whether  the  tzar 
"  has  ceafed  to  live  within  its  walls?  The  whole 
**  empire  begins  to  fear  that  it  has  cherilhed  only 
^  vain  expeftations  of  receiving  laws  that  (hall 
revive  its  vigour  and  increafe  its  glory.  The 
malevolent  are  alone  triumphant ;  and  foon  will 
•*•  the  intrigues,  the  cabals,  which  the  firft  moments 
**  of  your  reign  had  reduced  to  filence,  again  raife 
^  their  heads  with  redotiblcd  infolence.  Shake  off 
•*  then  this  difgraceful  lethargy,  ray  tzar!  haften 
*'  to  (hew  and  to  prove,  by  fome  refplendent  ad  of 
•*  virtue,  that  you  are  worthy  of  realifing  thofe 
■*  hopes  that  have  been  formed  and  cheriflied  of 

•*  you."   ^ 

Peter  liftened  to  this  difcourfe  with  a  mixture  of 

onftemation  and  fhame ;    and  when   Gudovitch 

left  off  fpeaking,  he  afked  what  he  would  have 

Sum  CO  do  to  compenfate  the  empire  for  the  days 

%e   had  been  fpending  in  riot.  '  Gudovitch  in- 

Aantly  prefented  him  the  two  declarations  that  had 

l^een  put  into  his  hands  by  the  grand  chancellor 

"Vorontzof — one  for  reftoring  the  nobility  to  their 

eights,  and  the  other  for  abolifhing  the  fecret  com- 

mittee.     Peter  took  thefe  papers  without  ftaying 

t:o  confider  of  them,  and  putting  them  under  his 

arm,  went  and  read  them  to  the  fenate. 

All  thofe  who  were  apprized  of  the  contents  of 
thefe  new  declarations  made  their  dircontentment 
give  place  to  joy,  and  fondly  imagined  that  the 

M  4  emperor 


i68  hiFz  OF  rm  £tj6zi 

emperor  had  been  folely  employed,  during  his  (aCQ 
retreat,  in  framing  thefe  wife  and  falutary  laws. 

Peter  III.  undertook  alfo  to  coi^eft  th^  numerous 
abufes  that  had  crept  into  the  admini(lration  t& 
judice,  and  to  eftabliih  fome  forms  of  jurifpriidence 
more  prompt  in  deciding,  and  Iqfs  favourable  to 
the  arts  of  chicane ;  but  as  an  alteration  attended 
with  fo  many  difficulties  was  not  the  work  of  a  day, 
it  was  neceflary  for  him  to  begin  by  gaining  ^ 
thorough  knowledge  of  the  courts,  and  a  dofe  in- 
veiligatipn  of  their  pradice.  He  repaired  to  the 
fen^te  at  an  inftant  when  he  wa^  not  expefted  i 
and  finding  it  nearly  defertedt  he  fent  for  the  fena« 
tors,  and  reprefented  to  them  with  (harpnefs,  but 
with  dignity,  how  fcnfible  he  was  of  their  negli- 
gence  *. 

Commerce,  th^  fciences,  the  arts,  were  equally 
the  obje&s  of  attention  to  the  new  tzar.  In  Ru^ 
^Irnqft  every  department  of  the  adminiftration  is 
confided  to  a  certain  number  of  perfons,  who  forni 
a  board,  to  which  is  given  the  title  of  College: 
thus  it  is  faid,  the  College  of  Conimerce,  the  Col- 
lege of  Juftice,  the  College  of  War,  the  College  of 
Foreign  Aflfairs,  and  the  like.  Peter  III.  frequently 
vifited  thefe  colleges;  he  affifted  at  their  delibe* 
rfitions )  h^  even  funimone4  thein  together ;  anc] 

*  On  a  fimtlar  occafion,  Peter  I.  behaved  with  fomcwhat  Icfs 
moderation.  He  gave  each  of  them  a  fhower  of  blows  with  his 
douhine'^z  (laff  that  he  always  carried  with  him^  and  which  ii^ 
£:&(  was  not  o6e  of  the  fmalleil. 

though 
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though  he  might  not  enlighten  them  by  his  fagacity, 
ht  at  lead  animated  them  by  his  encouragements. 

He  feemed  to  have  it  at  heart  to  induce  the 
people  to  put  confidence  in  him.  But  this  was  no 
pafy  talk ;  for  the  people,  by  the  fuggeftion  of  the 
popes  *,  knew  that  this  prince  preferred  lutheranifoi 
(o  the  orthodox  greek  rel^ion,  and  the  Germans 
to  the  Ruflians.  Neverthelefs  the  tzar,  docile  to 
the  "advice  of  his  friend,  and  fedulous  to  imitate 
the  example  of  the  king  of  Pruflia,  gave  eafy  audi^ 
ence  to  all  who  came,  received  their  petitions,  and 
took  the  pains  himfelf  to  fee  that  jaftlce  was  done 
them.  His  very  enemies,  therefore,  could  not  for- 
j)ear  to  extol  a  popularity  that  reminded  them,  in 
ibme  refpefls,  of  that  of  Peter  the  great. 

Peter  III.  on  his  firft  acccflion  to  the  crown,  in- 

jrited  the  foreign  minifters  to  his  audience,  and  re- 

^ceived  their  congratulations  with  dignity.      This 

9oble  and  becoming  behaviour,  in  entire  oppofition 

'to  the  idea  (hey  had  almoft  all  formed  of  this  prince, 

exceedingly  furprifed  them:  but  what  aftoniflied 

them  flill  more  was,  that  in  a  fplendid  repaft  which 

lie  gave  them,  he  was  very  referved  in  his  difcourfe, 

and  drank  with  moderation  t«    In  (hort,  the  Ruf- 

*  An  the  pariffi  priefts  ia  Ruifia  are  called  popes.  The  pope 
of  fuch  a  churchy  village,  &c. 

-|-  His  enemies,  always  faithful  to  their  plan  of  calumny,  flu- 
diouily  propagated,  both  within  and  without  the  empire,  the 
report  that  this  prince  was  almpft  perpetually  in  a  Hate  of 
inebriety.  .  - 

fians 
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fians  and  foreigners  vied  with  each  other  in  ad* 
miring  a  change  which  they  could  fcarcely  tredit. 
Even  the  court  of  Vienna  for  fome  time  fecurely 
repofed  in  the  intentions  of  the  new  tzar.  Maria 
Therefa  flattered  herfelf  that  the  death  of  Elizabeth 
would  not  totally  diflblve  the  alliance  that  fubfifted 
between  the  two  empires;  but  flie  was  decdved 
in  her  expedations. 

It  was  impoffible  for  Peter  III.  to  dMTemblc ; 
and  of  all  the  fentiments  he  entertained,  that 
which  he  was  lead  able  to  conceal  was  his  en-^ 
thufiafm  for  the  king  of  Pruilia.  He  fet  at  liberty 
all  the  prufTian  prifoners  that  were  confined  at 
Peterfburg,  and  admitted  them  to  his  table.  One 
of  them,  whom  he  treated  with  the  greateft  de* 
ference,  was  the  count  de  Hordt,  a  fwedifh  ofEcer» 
who  had  entered  into  the  fervice  of  Frederic,  an4 
whom  Elizabeth  had  detained  three  years  in  exile  ^. 
The  tzar  took  him  into  his  confidence,  made  him 
his  friend,  and  the  king  of  PrufTia  was  alpK^ 
always  the  topic  of  their  converfation. 

*  Count  de  Hordt,  lieutenant-general  of  the  Pruifian  troopt^ 
was  made  prifoner  by  the  Ruf&ans  after  the  battle  of  Cuftrin. 
Elizabeth  fent  him  into  banifhment  in  revenge  for  the  treatment 
of  a  rufllan  officer,  whom  the  king  of  Prudia  had  caufed  to  be 
broke  alive  on  the  wheel,  for  forming  a  plot  of  revolt,  and  me- 
ditating to  maflacre  the  garrifon  of  Cuftrin,  where  he  was  kept 
prifoner.  "When  Hordt  appeared  before  Peter  III.  and  related 
to  him,  tTiat,  independently  of  the  ill-treatment  he  had  received 
in  prifon,  he  had  been  denied  the  ufe  of  books  ;  Catharine,  who 
was  prefenti  exclaimed ;  *'  That  was  very  barbarous.  *' 

8  He 
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He  but  rarely  invited  the  foreign  minlfters  to  his 
court,  excepting  the  pruflian  envoy  and  Mr.  Keitb^ 
the  brici(h  ambaiTador ;  which  rendered  his  coolnefs 
the  more  difagreeable  to  the  reft.  Peter  had  long 
kept  up  ^  clofe  correfpondence  with  Frederic,  whom 
he  addrefTed  in  his  letters  under  no  other  ftyle  than 
his  dear  brother  or  his  worthy  mafter.  He  reminded 
Jiim  in  one  of  thera,  that,  previous  to  his  being 
plcfted.grand  duke,  he  had  had  the  honour  of  ferving 
in  his  army }  and  went  fo  far  as  to  pray  him  to  grant 
)iim  a  higher  rank. 

The  king  of  -Pruffia  very  dcxteroufly  took  advanr 
tage  of  the  fjriendfhip  of  the  tzar.  He  gave  him  not 
immediately  the  rank  he  folliciced,  that  he  might 
increafe  his  avidity  for  it :  but  after  fome  time  had 
clapfcd,  wrote  him  word,  that  he  had  appointed 
him  major-general,  not  on  account  of  his  quality  a$ 
a  prince,  but  folely  becaufe  of  the  military  fkili  he 
)uiew  him  to  poflefs.  This  pretended  favour  filled 
Peter  with  joy.  His  fafcinatlon  for  the  king  of 
PruiTia  now  became  ftronger  than  ever.  He  caufed 
the  portrait  of  that  monarch  to  be  placed  in  his 
phamber*^  and  celebrated  this  inauguration,  and 

^  It  was  a  portrait  which  count  Tottleben  bad  made  a  pr^fent 
^  to  the  emprcfs  Elizabeth,  who  had  difmifrcd  it  into  an  obfcure 
^mcr  of  the  palace  ;  and  during  the  whole  of  her  reign  nobody 
^ight  keep  ^  portrait  of  the  king  of  f  ruflia.  The  grand  duke 
alone  had  a  miniature,  which  he  wore  on  his  finger  in  a  nng, 
and  which  he  took  care  to  conceal  when  he  was  in  the  prefenco 
ff  hit  aunt. 

the 
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the  glory  he  had  acquired  in  being  admitted  to  a 
rank  at  Berlin,  by  a  fplendid  repaft,  in  which  he 
forgot  that  temperance  which  he  had  for  fome  time^ 
obferved. 

If  Peter's  infatuation  for  the  king  of  Prudia  had 
not  been  complete,  he  might  have  been  corrected  of 
it  by  fome  leflbns  he  received  from  his  own  fubjeds. 
To  mention  but  one :  —  "Do  you  know/*  faid  he 
one  day  to  the  hetman  Raaumofsky ;  **  do  you 
<*  know  that,  before  I  was  grand  duke,  I  was  lieu-> 
*'  tenant  in  the  fervice  of  the  king  of  Pruffia  ?•*  — 
V  Well !"  replied  the  kozak,  "  your  majefty  may 
•^  now  make  the  king  of  Pruffia  a  field-maHhal.'^ 

The  pruffian  afcendant  was  not  only  difpleaiing 
to  the  generality  of  the  courtiers  and  to  fome  of  the 
foreign  miniflers,  but  the  alterations  introduced  by 
the  tzar  did  not  meet  with  univerfal  approbation. 
Some  of  them  even  created  him  a  great  number  of 
enemies,  and  evinced  that  if  he  had  fometimes  good 
intentions,  he  was  deficient  in  judgment^  and  efpe- 
cially  in  that  energy  of  charafter  fo  neceflary  for  the 
ruler  of  a  nation.  Together  with  the  wifcft  plwa 
he  often  adopted  f4ich  as  were  ufelefs,  and  others 
that  were  even  dangerous.  The  defire  of  making 
improvements  made  him  imprudently  hazard  pre- 
mature reformations. 

Pet^^r  took  the  vaft  poffeffions  of  the  church,  and 
piade  them  into  domains  of  the  crown,  putting  the 
clergy  on  yearly  falaries,  but  forming  a  very  decent 
income,  of  five  thoufand  down  to  a  hundred  and 

fifty 
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fifty  rubles.  It  was,  undoubtedly,  juft  and  bene- 
ficial to  diminifh  the  wealth  of  the  monks,  and.  to 
attack  prejudices  injurious  to  the  (late ;  but  at  the 
commencement  of  a  reign  againd  which  prepof- 
feifions  had  long  been  formed,  in  a  napon  funk  in 
fuperftition,  and  juft  beginning  to  emerge  from  bar- 
barifm,  was  it  expedient  to  irritate  a  numerous  clafs 
of  men,  who  by  their  fituation  had  fo  much  in- 
fluence  over  the  reft  ?  Was  it  expedient  to  take 
from  the  churches  the  figures  of  the  faints,  which 
to  the  Ruffians  are  the  objeSs  of  profound  vene- 
ration ?  Was  it  expedient  to  excite  the  facred  rage 
of  the  devotees  by  banifhing  the  archbifhop  of 
Novgorod,  who  ftood  forth  againft  this  violation? 
Surely  not:  and  yet  this  was  what  Peter  did;  but 
he  found  himfelf  fuddenly  obliged  to  recall  that 
prelate :  and  by  this  additional  inftance  of  weaknefs 
he  revived  the  hopes  of  his  enemies,  and  did  not 
pacify  the  offended  popes.  They  fpread  a  report 
from  one  end  of  the  empire  to  the  other,  that  the 
emperor  had  only  feigned  to  embrace  the  greek 
communion  to  qualify  himfelf  for  filling  the  throne, 
but  that  he  was  ftill  a  lutheran  at  heart,  of  which 
he  was  every  day  giving  frefli  proofs  by  fhewing  a 
profound  contempt  for  the  rites,  the  ceremonies, 
and  the  religion  of  the  Ruffians. 

To  corroborate  thefe  reports,  the  people  were 
reminded,  that  he  had  caufed  to  be  built,  in  his 
palace  at  Oranienbaum,  a  lutheran  chapel,  at  the 
folemn  confccration  whereof  he  himfelf  had  affifted, 

diftributlng 
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diftributing  with  his  own  hands  hymn-books  among 
his  holftein  foldiers,  though  he  had  not  deigned  to 
fet  his  foot  in  a  greek  church  that  was  conftrufted 
about  the  fame  time.  It  was  faid  that  he  had  again 
infulted  the  faints,  in  naming  two  of  his  newlyi<:on« 
flruSed  fhips,  one  from  his  uncle,  the  Prince 
George,  and  the  other  the  Frederic,  after  the  king 
of  Pruffia  *.  It  was  induftrioufly  prop^ated,  that 
he  never  fpoke  but  with  difdain  of  the  ruffian  empiref^ 
and  never  mentioned  the  Germans  but  with  refpeft* 
All  thefe  reports,  circulated  with  artifice,  foon  alie- 
nated from  the  prince  thofe  hearts  which  the  firft- 
days  of  his  reign  had  won  him. 

While  his  adverfarics  were  thus  eafily  rendering 
him  fo  fufpefted  of  the  people,  he  himfelf  was 
feemingly  taking  pains  to  offend  the  army.  He  was 
continually  {hewing  preferences  to  the  gennaa 
foldiers  over  the  ruffian  troops.  He  dilbanded  the 
noble  guards,  who  had  formerly  placed  Elizabeth  on 
the  throne ;  he  deprived  the  horfe  guards  of  the 
fervice  they  performed  at  court,  and  fubftituted  his 
holftein  guards  in  their  place.  He  introduced  the 
pruffian  exercife,  which  was  undoubtedly  better 
than  that  to  which  they  had  been  accuftomed,  but 
which  difpleafed  becaufe  it  was  ftill  to  be  learned  ; 

♦  Catharine,  wlio  knew  how  to  flatter  the  people,  changed  tlic 
names  of  thefe  two  fliips.  The  one  was  called  the  St.  Nicholas, 
the  other  the  St.  Alexander.  Their  holy  patrons,  howcTCr,  did 
not  favc  them  from  the  Turk*  in  the  war  of  1768  :  they  were 
both  taken. 

he 
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he  excited  difcontents  in  the  regiments  of  Ifmailof 
and  Pr^obajen&y,  by  ordering  one  part  to  leave 
St.  Peterfburg,  and  march  into  Pomerania,  to  join 
the  army  he  had  deftined  to  afl:  againft  Denmark. 
He  raifed  his  uncle,  prince  George  of  Holftein,  an 
q^cer  of  but  little  experience,  to  the  rank  of 
gencraliffimo  of  the  ruffian  armies,  giving  him  at 
the  fame  time  the  particular  command  of  the  horfe 
guards  —  a  command  which  had  hitherto  never 
belonged  to  any  one  but  the  fupreme  head  of  the 
empire.  In  (hort,  he  fo  far  prejudiced  his  troops 
againft  him,  that  the  moft  beneficial  alteration  oc- 
cafioned  a  general  difcontent.  It  was  even  made  a 
fubjeft  of  murmur,  that  he  defigned  to  diftinguifli 
the  regiments  by  different  facings  and  collars  *.  — 
It  was  faid  to  be  a  german  falhion,  not  proper  for 
Ruffia. 

But  that  which  difpleafed  all  parties  at  once  was, 
the  declared  intention  of  Peter  III.  to  retake  by 
force  of  arms  the  duchy  of  Schlefvig,  on  which  the 
kings  of  Denmark  had  feized  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
dukes  of  Holftein.  The  moment  for  undertaking 
this  war  was  certainly  by  no  means  favourable ;  but, 
to  enable  us  to  judge  whether  the  motives  of  Peter 
defervcd  to  be  condemned,  it  will  be  neceflary  to 
recolleft  on  what  his  pretenfions  were  founded. 

♦  It  has  been  falfcly  aflcrtcd  that  Peter  III.  wanted  to  intro- 
duce in  RuiDa  the  bhie  colour  Inftead  of  green  in.  the  clothing  of 
the  troops :  he  changed  nothing  but  the  trimmings  and  the 
iaciogsof  the  uniform  of  the  infantry. 

The 


jy'6  LIFE   OF   TH£  i<^^^« 

The  king  of  Denmark  and  Norway,  Frederic  It. 
who  reigned  about  the  middle  of  the  fixteentU 
century^  poflfeflfed,  independently  of  his  kingdom, 
the  duchies  of  Holfteiii  and  Schlefvig,  and  wa^  de* 
firous  that  at  his  death  his  three  fons  fhbutd  ihatfc 
thefe  duchies  between  theih.  Chriflian  IIL,  who 
reigned  immediately  after  him,  had  therefore  one 
part,  prince  John  another,  and  prince  Adolphus, 
the  primitive  flock  of  ihe  houfe  of  Holftein-Gottorp^ 
took  pofleflion  of  the  reft. 

Thefe  three  princes,  united  alike  by  blood  and 
friendfliip,  agreed  to  govern  Holftein  and  Schlefvig 
in  common  ;  and  this  convention  was  not  diflblved ^ 
even  by  the  death  of  John,  who  left  no  pofterity. 
But  the  dQfcendants  of  the  two  others,  to  whoni 
the  fame  conditions  were  prefcribed,  would  not  all 
condefcend  to  fubmit  to  them.  The  kings  of 
Denmark,  more  powerful  than  the  dukes  of  Hol- 
ftein, were  perpetually  feeking  means  to  opprels 
them,  and  at  laft  made  themfelves  mafters  of 
Schlefvig.  The  dukes  protefted,  and  in  vain  had 
recourfe  to  arms  againft  this  ufurpation.  After 
fucceflive  quarrels  that  lafted  upwards  of  a  century, 
they  were  both  defeated  of  their  claims  upori 
Schlefvig  by  a  treaty  concluded  iii  1720,  under  the 
mediation  of  England  and  France. 

Duke  Charles  of  Holftein,  who  married,  a  few 
years  after,  that  is,  in  1726,  one  of  the  daughters  of 
tzar  Peter  I.  and  who  was  the  father  of  Peter  III. 
flattered  himfelf  at  firft  that  Ruffia  would  oblige  the 

Danes 
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Danes  to  reftore  to  him  that  part  of  his  patrimony 
which  they  retained ;  but  on  the  death  of 
Catharine  I.  all  thefe  expectations  vaniihed. 

On  the  ii6th  of  May  1732,  the  emperor 
Charles  VI.  and  the  king  of  Denmark  entered  inta 
a  treaty,  to  which  the  tzaritza  Anne  acceded,  fane-* 
tioning^the  fpoliation  of  the  duke  of  Holftein,  by 
diarging  the  king  of  Denmark  to  pay  him,  within 
ilie  fpace  of  two  years,  a  million  of  crowns ;  at  the 
fame  time  requiring  the  duke  of  Holftein  to 
accept  this  payment  at  the  term  prefcribed,  other- 
wife  the  danifh  monarch  to  be  affranchifed  from  all 
compenfation. 

The   duke  of  Holftein   conftantly  reje^led  the 

treaty  and  the  payment  that  was  offered.     In  which 

his  example  was  followed  by  his  fon  Peter  III.  and 

it  wag  in  order  to  do  himfelf  juftice  on  this  head, 

that,  on  his  acceffion  to  the  throne  of  Ruflia,  he 

began  great  preparations  againft  the  king  of  Den- 

niark.     But  thefe   preparations  were  not  lefs  ilU 

direfted  than  unfeafonably  undertaken.     Peter  III. 

vhowas  more  apt  to  follow  the  emotions  of  his 

heart  than  the  diSates  of  reafon,  and  was  blindly 

attached  to  the  hetman  Cyril  Razumofsky,  ignorant 

^  he  was  of  his  treachery,   offered  him  the  com- 

niand  of  his  army.     The  hetman  artfully  eluded  this 

offer  by  a  witticifm,  which  might  have  opened  the 

^es  of  the  tzar  on  the  dangers  of  his  enterprife : 

"  Your  majefty,''  faid  he,  "  muft  then  give  me  a 

VOL.  I.  N  **  fecond 
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*^  fecond  army  to  drive  forward  that  which  I  am  to 
**  command.** 

The  king  of  Prufiia,  whom  Peter  III.  informed^ 
with  fcrupulous  care,  of  all  that  he  was  doing, 
frequently  gave  him  advice.  His  firft  ftep  was  to 
diffuade  him  from  the  plans  of  hoftiliCy  he  was 
meditating  againft  Denmark,  in  order  to  rccorer 
bis  dukedom  of  Holfldn :  but  feeing  that  he  coald 
not  induce  him  to  alter  his  refolution,  he  advifed 
him,  previous  to  his  entering  on  the  war,  to  go  a^d 
be  crowned  at  Mofco,  with  all  the  cuftomary  pomp 
and  ceremony,  and  not  to  fct  out  on  his  march  for  the 
army  without  taking  with  him  the  foreign  muiifters, 
and  all  the  RulTians  whofe  fidelity  he  had  reafon  to 
fufped.  He  alfo  recommended  him  not  to  begin  too 
foon  to  touch  the  pofTeflions  of  the  church,  and  not  to 
Uieddle  with  the  drefs  of  the  monks,  as  all  thefe 
minute  particulars  are  of  the  utmoft  confequence  in 
the  eyes  of  a  bigoted  race.  In  (hort,  he  ufed  every 
argument  to  perfuade  him  to  keep  up  that  deference 
and  refpeft  which  he  owed  to  his  fpoufe,  and  ^fpe- 
cially  for  his  own  fecurity  *. 

It 

♦  Peter  III.  was  fo  remote  from  all  miflrud,  tliat  he  anfwcrcd 
the  king  of  Prufiia:  — **  In  regard  to  the  concern  j'ou  take  in 
*•  my  fafety,  I  bcfeech  you  to  give  yourfclf  no  uncafinefs.  The 
*■  foldier^  call  mc  their  father  ;  they  fay  that  they  had  rather  be 
••  governed  by  a  man  than  a  woman.  I  take  my  walks  ^ne 
«*  about  the  ftrects  of  Peterfburg  ;  if  any  one  deftgncd  to  do  m^ 
*•  harm,  he  would  have  executed  his  purpofe  long  ago  :  but  I  am 

*'  continually 
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It  is  not  to  be  doubted  that  Frederic,  who  was 
veil  acquainted  with  the  charafter  of  Peter  and 
that  of  Catharine,  had  long  forefcen  what  hap- 
pjened  afterwards.  Accordingly,  writing  to  his 
minifter  to  continue  to  live  in  intimacy  with  the 
tzar,  he  gives  him  orders  to  pay  great  attentions  to 
the  emprefs. 

However,  Peter  unhappily  thought  it  not  ne- 
ceff^ry  to  follow  in  all  things  the  leffons  of  the 
monarch  whom  he  ftyled  his  mafter.  He  infenfibly 
Cefumed  his  vicious  habits ;  frequently  pafling  the 
inrhole  day  in  drinking  and  fmoaking  amidd  a 
company  of  bafe  courtiers,  who,  for  the  moft  parr, 
were  eagerly  feeking  his  ruin,  and  perfidioufly  ap- 
plauding his  fantaflical  humours  and  his  moll  dan- 
gerous  innovations. 

His  behaviour  to  his  fpoufc  was  equally  incon- 
>iiftent.  At  the  very  moment  when  he  was  doing 
Jiomage  to  the  fuperiority  of  her  mind,  he  would 
let  flip  fume  plain  intimations  of  the. indignation  his 
^wrongs  had  infpircd  into  his  breaft.  In  the  luoil 
lacred  and  pompous  ceremonies  of  the  ruffian 
church,  fuch,  for  example,  as  the  benediction  of  the 
waters  *,  he  made  her  appear  adorned  with  all  the 

marks 


••  conitnually  doing  good  On  all  occafions  that  oficr,  and  1  truil  ia 
••  the  protcQion  of  God  alom: ;  with  that  I  have  nothing  to 
*'  fear.'* 

•  The  greek  church  has  fome  fin\ilarity  with  the  latin  in  point 
ofxeFcmonics,  l>ut  exceeds  it»  which  is  not  faying  a  little^  in 

N2  fuperftilioui 
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marks  of  imperial  dignity,  while  he  was  content  to 
follow  her  train  as  a  fiinple  colonel,  as  if  he  in- 
tended 


fuperditious  rites.     Among  others,  for  example,  annually  on  tbe 
6th  of  January,  twelfth-day,  as  it  is  called  with  us,  a  lingular  feaft 
is  folemnlzed,  dtnominated  by  the  Rnflians  the  bleifing  of  the 
^atei-s.     For  this  ceremony  at  St.  Peterfburg,  a  fort  of  wooden 
chapel  or  tabernacle,  painted  green  and  Auck  about  with  boughs 
of  fiTf  IS  conftrudled  on  the  ice  of  the  Neva,  between  the  Ad- 
miralty and  the  imperial  palace.     This  little  buildiag  is  covered 
with  a  dome,  relling  on  eight  fmall  columns,  on  which  ftands  the 
figure  of  John  the  baptift  with  the  crofs  in  his  hand,  amidfi.  bnU 
rofhes ;  the  infide  of  the  ediBce  being  decorated  with  paintingi 
reprefenting  the  baptifm  of  Jcfus,  his  transfiguration,  and  other 
tranfadlons  of  his  life.     From  the  centre  of  the  dome  is  fuf* 
pended  by  a  chain  a  monilrous  large  holy-ghod  of  wood  over  the 
aperture  in  the  ice,  round  which  are  fpread  rich  carpets.     This 
little  temple  is  entirely  furrounded  with  palifadoes,  which  are 
alfo  ornamenttd  with  fir-branches  :  the  fpace  within  being  liL^ 
wife  coxered  with  carpets.     A  fort  of  gallery  round  the  building 
communicates  with  a  window  of  the  palace,  from  which  the 
imperial  family  come  forth  to  attend  the  ceremony.     (For  fcveral 
years  pafl  the  cmprcfs  and  her  grandchildren  only  faw  the  fo- 
lemnity  from  the  windows  of  the  palace.)  The  ceremony  begins 
immediately  when  the  regiments  of  guards  have  taken  their  Aation 
on  the  river.     Then  the  archbifhop  appears  amid  the  found  of 
church  bells  and  the  firing  of  the  cannon  of  the  fortrefs,  and  pro* 
ceeds  along  the  carpets,  attended  by  his  train  of  bifhops  and  other 
ccclefiaftics,  into  this  little  church,  where,  (landing  at  the  hole  in 
the  ice,  he  dips  his  crucifix  three  times  in  the  water,  at  the  fame 
time  repeating  prayers,  and  concludes  with  a  particular  one  to 
the  great  faint  Nicholas ;  which  done,  the  water  Is  accounted 
bleffed.     The  prelate  then  fprlnklcs  with  it  all  the  furrounding 
multitude,  and  the  banners  of  all  the  regiments  wiilch  are  at  that 

time 
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tended  to  fhew  to  his  people,  that  (he  was  born  to 
reign^  and  he  to  obey.  Even  at  court  he  would 
often  leave  her  to  execute  the  whole  of  the  repre- 
fentation  ;  while  he,  drefled  in  the  uniform  of  his 
regiment,  refpedfully  came  and  reprefented  to  her 
his  officers,  whom  he  called  his  comrades.  Peter  the 
great  had  formerly  done  the  like  with  Catharine  L 
aiid  his  miniftor  Mentchikof :  but  Peter  the  great 
knew  how^  whenever  he  had  occafion  to  difplay 
the  emperor,  to  employ  means  which  Peter  IIL 
had  not. 

« 

However,  the  apparent   favour  of  the  emprefs 

was  not  of  long  duration.     No  fooner  did  the  tzar 

think  himfelf  well  fettled  on  the  throne,  than  he  no 

longer  concealed  his  indifference,  and  fometimes 

even  made  her  experience  it  in  a  very  humiliating 

manner.     At  the  time  of  the  celebration  of  ti\e 

_ peace  that   had  jud   been  figned   with  the  king 

of  Pruffia,  Peter,  who,   during  the  exhibition  of 

^  the  fireworks,  was  ieaced  by  the  fide  of  Catharine, 

.  on  feeing  the  countefs  Voront^of,  bis  millrcfs,  pafs 


%ime  in  Petersburg.     The  confecration  ended,  he  retires  ;  and 

110W  the  people  prefa  in  crowds  to  the  hok  in  the  ice,  where  they 

drink  it  with  pious  avidity :   mothers,  notwithitanding  the  cold, 

dip  their  naked  babes  In  the  dream,  and  men  and  women  pour  h 

on  their  heads  ;  every  one  holds  it  a  duty  to  take  home  a  velTel 

of  the  water,  in  or^er  to  purify  their  houfcs,  and  for  tlie  cure  of 

*  certain  difeafes,  for  which  it  is  affirmed  to  be  a  powerful  fpecific, 

.  During  which  four  popts,  one  at  each  corner  of  the  aperture, 

chant  a  fort  of  litany  for  the  occafion, 

N3  by. 
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bv,  called  to  her,  ?ind  made  her  fit  down  befide  him : 
Catharine  immediately  retired,  without  any  ea* 
dcavour  to  detain  her  being  vouchfafed  on  the  part 
of  her  buiband. 

The  fame  evening,  at  fupper,  he  drank  the 
health  of  prince  George  of  Holflein;  at  which  all 
the  company  rofe  up,  excepting  Catharine,  who 
pretended  to  have  got  a  hurt  in  her  foot.  Peter, 
irritated  that  the  emprefs  fhould  affed  to  fail  in  the 
refpeft  which  (he  owed  to  her  uncle,  launched  at 
her  an  epithet,  which,  whether  or  not  fhe  defenred, 
the  emperor  ought  to  have  fpared  his  fpoufe. 
Catharine  was  fo  mortified  that  fhe  could  not  refraiii 
from  weeping,'  and  fpoke  for  fome  time,  in  a  low 
voice,  of  this  affront  to  her  chamberlain  Stroganof*, 
whom  fhe  had  again  the  vexation  to  fee  almofl  im« 
mediately  put  under  arrefl.  But  her  tears  interefted 
the  fpeftators,  as  the  harfhncfs  of  Peter  excited 
their  indignation. 

It  was  by  fcenes  of  this  nature  that  the  emprefs 
felt  her  hopes  revive.  She  fawthat  fhe  fhould  foon 
get  the  better  of  the  tzar,  by  oppofing  to  his  flights 
and  imprudent  rudenefs,  great  circumfpedion  aiid 
the  arts  of  addrefs.  She  new  made  it  her  fole 
employment  to  gain  thofc  hearts  which  he  was  lofing* 
Inflruded  from  her  infancy  in  the  arts  of  diflimu- 
lation,  it  was  not  difficult  for  her  to  affeft,  in  the 
fight  of  the  multitude,  fentiments  the  mofl  foreign 

*  Baron   Stroganof  palTcd    for  one     of    the    favourites  of 
Catharine. 

to 
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to  her  mind.  The  pupil  of  the  philofophers  now 
put  on  the  air  of  a  bigot :  fhe  feduloufly  repaired 
every  day  to  the  churches  of  Peterfburg,  praying 
with  all  the  femblance  of  a  fincere  and  fervent  de- 
votion, punftual  in  the  mod  fuperftitious  pradices 
of  the  greek  reh*gion,  accofling  the  poor  with  be* 
nignity,  and  treating  the  pope§  with  reverence  j 
who  faffed  not  afterwards  to  go  proclaiming  her 
praifes  from  houfe  to  houfe. 

In  the  apartipQnts  pf  the  palace,  the  way  of  life 
purfued  by  this  married  couple  was  n6t  lefs  dif-. 
ferent.     While   Peter  III.  was  fhut  up  with   the 
countefs  Vorontzof,  Mr.  Keith,  fome  pruffian  offi- 
cers, and  others  of  his  favourites ;  whil^  he  was  fo 
far  forgetful  of  his  rank  as  to  live  familiarly  with 
buffoons,  and  to  make  them  at  times  fit  at  table 
"with  him  *,  the  emprefs  kept  her  court  wich  fuch 
a  mixture  of  dignity  and  affability  as  charmed  all 
-tbofe  that  approached  her*  (he  particularly  made  it 
3ier  ftudy  to  attract  to  her  fuch  perfpns  as,  by  their 
reputation,  their  courage,  or  their  intrigues,  might 
l>ecome  ufeful  to  her. 

By  thefe.  adts  of  imprudence  the  tzar  difpleafed 
not  only  the  greater  part  of  the  i<.uffians,  but  al- 
moft  all  the  agents  from  the  foreign  courts.  The 
minifter  of  Denmark  never  appeared  before  him, 

♦  Ohc  evening  among  others,  after  the  play,  at  the  countefi 
^ariflikin't,  be  caufed  the  comedians  to  fit  down  promiTcuoufly 
^ih  the  ladles  and  grandees  of  the  court,  and  fcatcd  bclide  him 
9  dancer,  whom  he  called  his  little  \\  Ife. 

K  4  but 
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^,     .i  re  meet  with  fomc  difagrecablc  be- 

ii,.  .*!  Aii:lria  was  always  accofled  with 

^  .  .    ..r.vi  even  the  ambaffador  of  France  *, 

.w   ,:ii:cyed  fcch  high  confideration  during 

..=  :c=^a,  was  prefently  made  to  perceive  that 

^     .  i::iions  of  Peter  III.  were  not  more  favouraUe 

.-res  ihe  court  of  Verfailles  thau  to  that  of 

Peter 

*  It  was  M.  dc  ErcteuH,  who  fucceeded  M.  dc  I'HApital^ 
W  ?^u  Peter  concluded  a  treaty  of  peace  and  amity  with  Frederic^ 
.  .v.c  w3$  certainly  nothing  blameable  in  his  enthufiaftical  at* 
:j<h»ucuc  to  OQC  of  the  rood  extraordinary  characters  of  modern 
<^.;ciy  ;  only  in  many  difplays  of  this  attachment  and  admiration 
u^  vio  uot  ditccm  the  autocratic  monarch  of  a  mighty  empiTe, 
\t  L^cter,  on  one  hand,  put  a  (lop  to  the  (laughter  and  ravagcf 
oif  >4ar,  and  in  their  flcad  reftored  tranquillity  and  the  bleffingi 
o:  *.>cace  ;  yet,  on  the  otlicr,  he  only  began  with  more  violence, 
u^a  coiittary  to  the  advice  of  all  experienced  pcrfonsy  his  long^ 
^ydccrted  hoftilities  againfl  Denmark,  which,  according  to  hit 

.!.a»iy  were  to  proceed  to  arfal  war  of  extermination,  at  it  was 
'v>  vlclcrmlneUion   to  drive  Frederic  V.   out  of  all  his  europcao 

^iiiloiiri,  and  confine  him  to  the  domiin'on  of  I'ranquebar. 

r  Pttcr  gave  proofs  of  this  on  every  occafion.     When  the 

4icJi'  of  the  new  rubles  was  fhewn  him  for  his  approbation,  per- 

^^».-"j^  that  the  artift  had  reprcfentcd  him  with  a  large  wig  of 

„.vui  Oil*  curls  flowing  down  his  Hiouldcrs,  he  cxJaimed  that  he 

^  ivi  b4vc  fuch  a  head-drcia  as  that  ^  it  would  make  him  look 

V    iu  i:i^5  of  France.     Supping  one  evening  with  the  grand 
...vv.ic;  Yorontzof,  wlierc  the  foreign  minifters  were  invited, 

. .    k..i>t  inceflTaiitly  talking  of  the  king  of  Pruffia  all  fuppcr* 

,.     1',  VV4S  acquainted  with  all  his  campaigns,  even  to  the 

...v-i   ^M.t'.culars.     He  harangued  upon  them  with  delight, 

,v\*  -issvajpnying  the  encomiums  he  lavilhcd  on  his  hero  with 

{arc<ailicttl 
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Peter  III.  had  already  come  to  the  refolution  of 
patting  an  end  to  hoftilities  againft  Frederic  by  a  fe- 
paiate  peace,  and  an  offenfive  and  defenfive  alliance. 
T^o  this  end,  he  fent  Gudovitch  into  Germany,  on 
pretence  of  announcing  the  event  of  his  acceffion  to 
the  throne  to  his  brother-in-law^  the  prince  of  Anhalt 
^crbft ;  giving  fecret  orders  at  the  fame  time  to 

udovitch,  on  his  return,  to  take  Breflau  in  his 


*^^rcaftical  and  ironical  inve£kives  againft  his  enemies.     He  rofe 

'«ni  ublc  after  having  drank  greatly  too  much ;  then  the  punch 

tt  he  tooky  and  the  tobacco  that  he  fmoaked,  it  is  faid,  com- 

S^^ted  his  intoxication.     A  party  at  cards  was  propofed ;  the 

^^Knperor  accepted  it,  and  was  one  of  the  UrtL  wholod  againft  the 

^V-ench  anibaflador.     Then,  feeing  the  fpanifh  minifter,  M.  d'AI- 

X^odovar,  who  had  taken  his  placci  he  went  up  to  the  former  and 

^^d  in  his  ear^  alluding  to  the  war  againft  the  Englifh  :  <'  Spain 

'^^  <  will  lofe."  —  "I  think  not/'  returned  the  Frenchman  ;  "  we 

^ '  are  on  her  fide,  and  (he  has  (hewn  herfelf  formidaSle  even 

^^*  when  alone.*?  —  The  emperor,  with  a  (hrug  and  a  fneering 

^^Enilcy  only  (aidi   "  Ah!  ah!" — *'  However,  fir,"  anfwcred 

"*hts  amba(rador  gravely,  '*  France  and  Spain  are  very  eafy  on 

^*  that  fcorc  :  and  if  they  retain  the  alliance  of  your  majcHy,  they 

*^  will  be  equally  fo  in  regard  to  the  war  on  the  continent  and 

"  with  Germany."  —  Peter  paufed  for  a  moment,   and  then 

anfwered  in  a  high  tone  of  voice :  ''  I  will  have  peace."  — - 

•*  We  wl(h  for  it  as  much  as  your  majefty,"  replied  the  ambafla* 

dor ;  *'  but  we  would  have  it  fafe,  honourable,  and  in  concert 

**  with   our  allies."  — "  Juft  as  you    pleafc,"   exclaimed    the 

tzar :    '*  for  me,    I  will  have  peace  :    do    afterwards    as  you 

**  think  proper."     This  anecdote  was  related  by  M.  de  Brctcuil 

bimfelf ;  but  it  does  not  prove,  it  (hould  feem,  that  the  tzar  was 

^uite  fb  dri^nk  as  that  minifter  pretended. 

way, 
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but  he  was  fure  to  meet  v. '  ^om  to  the  king  of 

haviourj  thatof  Auftria  iced  the  oiFers  of  a 

coolncfsj   and  even  r'  n  the  benefit  he  might 

.who  had  enjoyed  fr  ^-  Ruffians  were  already 

the  late  reign,  wa  ^.^J  the  courts  of  Vienna 

the  intentions  o^  .^ueed  the  poffcflion  of  it 

towards  the  ^-ch.    Not  fatisfied  yet  with 

Vienna  f.  ,     ricr  III.  preftntly  refolved  to 

silicate  himfclfout  of  all  his 

•  y.  locure  an  honourable  peace: 

W!i  r  I'o  many  advantages,  no  more 

*'  „  ::j.»  of  the  pruflian  monarch,  and  an 

.^-:;u  :rcn  againft  the  Danes. 

x^i)^  of  a  charafler  little  fitted  to  wait 

.^acj  of  a  joint  negotiation,  thus  gave 

^  .  ,ucuc  Jcfires  for  peace,  and  to  the  fen- 

uc  extravagant  admiration  which  he 

,...v.»i  or  the  king  of  Fruffia.     A  fufpen- 

.:.:ucs  was  concluded  between  them  on 

,  March ;  and  it  was  followed  not  long 

,  .    scacy  of  peace  and  alliance.     Nothing 

.. v..u^w.  '?y  the  tzar  in  favour  of  his  former 

,  ,....^2H  ^f^^-^w^   he  entirely  abandoned.     He 

,,1^  ;o  join  his  troops  to  thofe  of  the  king 

V ..,:  V*  *^'^  againfl:  them.     In  a  little  time  a 

.^*  ^as  fccn  in  conjunclion  with  one  of 

.ji^cout  of  Silefia  thofc  Auftrians  who 

w  vvi  months  before  brought  into  tluc 

.      V*  ic  rulllan  arms. 

•   May  the  5th. 

Tint 
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•5  a  miraculous  turn  of  affairs.  Fortune, 
.  '  long  abandoned  the  king  of  Prulfia  to 
. '"'js,  after  having,  perfecuted  him  for  near 
:.vc  years,  and  overpowered  him  with  the  whole 
weight  of  her  anger,  at  length  made  amends  by  a 
fudden  turn,  and  did  for  him,  at  one  ftroke,  the 
only  thing  by  which  he  could  poflibly  be  faved. 

Sweden,  who  after  Ihe  recovered  her  liberty, 
loft  her  political  importance,  and  for  a  long  time 
a^ed  entirely  under  the  direflion  of  ruffian  cour- 
cils,  followed,  oi;i  this,  as  on  other  occafions,  the 
example  of  the  court  of  Peterfburg,  and  figned  a 
_rreaty  of  peace  with  the  king  of  Pruffia  on  the  22d 
of  May. 

In  order  to  account  for  whatever  was  not  the 
refult  of  mere  perfonal  charafter  in  this  extraor- 
dinary revolution  of  politics  in  Ruflia,  it  will  be 
Jieceflary  to  remind  the  reader,  that  the  tzar  Peter 


-the  Third  was  duke  of  Holftein ;  and  that  the  dukes 

^f  Holftein  had  pretenfions  to  the  duchy  of  Schlefvig- 

Thefe  pretenfions  were  compromifed  by  a  treaty  in 

1732.     But  as  the  ceflion  made  by  the  houfe  of 

holftein  in  this  treaty  was  the  eifefb  of  neceflity.  It 

^ad  been  always  apprehended  that  (he  would  make 

^fe  of  the  firft  fafe  opportunity  of  reclaiming  her 

.   ^sancient  rights.      The  tzar  feized  eagerly  on  the 

^eat  one,  which  the  pofleflion  of  the  whole  ruffian 

power  afforded  him,  and  he  refolved  to  enter  into 

an  immediate  war  for  this  objeft,  to  which  his  pre- 

-dUedion  for  his  native  country  gave  in  his  eyes 

a  far 
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a  far  greater  importance  than  to  all  the  conquefls 
of  his  predeceflbr.  As  long  as  this  war  with  the 
ling  of  Pruflia  fubfifted,  it  was  impoflible  that  his 
deiigns  againft  Denmark  could  be  profecuted  with 
any  hope  of  fuccefs.  Wholly  indifferent  therefore 
to  all  others,  and  paflionately  fond  of  this  objed, 
as  foon  as  he  came  to  the  throne,  without  any  di& 
pute  or  negotiation,  he  offered  the  king  of  Pruffia^ 
in  his  extreme  diftrefs,  everything  he  could  have 
hoped  from  a  feries  of  viflories ;  and  whilft  he  joined  > 
his  arms  to  thofe  of  that  monarch  in  Silefia,  he 
caufed  an  army  to  march  towards  Holftein. 

The  return  of  Gudovitch  to  Peterfburg  was  fol- 
lowed by  the  arrival  of  count  Scbverin,  already 
known  to  Peter  III.*.  The  king  of  Pruffia  had 
fent  him  to  afflfl  his  minifler  Goltz  in  concluding 
the  treaty  of  peace  and  alliance  fo  generoufly  offered 
by  the  tzar ;  and  the  prefence  and  the  counfels  of  ^  ' 
Schverin  contributed  not  a  little  to  render  that 
treaty  advantageous  to  Frederic.  The  englifh  mi- 
niller  Keith  f  was  alfo,  on  that  occafion,  extremely 

*  Count  Schvcniiy  aid-de-camp  to  the  king  of  Piuffia,  had 
been  made  prifoner  by  the  Ruilians  at  the  battle  of  Zorndoif, 
and  brought  to  Peterfburg,  where  Peter  III.  at  that  time  grand* 
duke,  had  (hewn  him  many  inftances  of  good-will. 

f  Keith,  minifler  from  the  court  of  Great  Britain,  was  of  a 
Scots  family.  He  had  in  Pruffia  two  of  his  uncles,  iield-marfhal 
Keith,  and  the  celebrated  lord  marechal,  the  friend  of  John 
James  RoufTeau,  of  d'Alembert,  and  of  all  men  of  letters. 

ferviceable 
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Serviceable  to  the  king  of  PrufTia,  whofe  interefls 
lie  had  long  promoted  with  Peter.  III. 

The  tzar  had  already  difpatched  his  orders  to 
general  count  Chemichef,  who  commanded  the 
thirty  thoufand  ruffian  auxiliaries  in  the  auftrian 
army^  which  had  taken  up  their  winter-quarters  in 
Moravia,  to  march  them  into  Poland  through  Silefia. 
A  fecond  mieflenger  followed  clofe  at  the  heels  of 
the  former,  with  orders  to  the  fame  general  to  aft 
ivith  his  troops  in  concert  with  thofe  of  the  king  of 
Pruffia,  and  to  conform  in  all  things  to  the  pleafurc 
of  that  monarch.  The  tzar  did  not  even  deign  to 
communicate  thefe  meafures  either  to  the  courts  of 
Tienna  and  Verfailles,  nor  to  the  minifters  from 
thofe  counts,  who  were  then  refident  at  Peterfburg. 
^e  firft  intimation  they  had  of  them  was  through 
^he  gazettes. 

Some  time  afterwards,  the  ruffian  ambaffador  at 
"Vienna  declared  to  prince  Kaunitz,  **  that  the  tzar, 
^*  finding  the  method  of  a  congrefs  too  tardy,  had 
^*  preferred  a  direft  negotiation  with  the  king  of 
^*  Pruffia  J  that  he  was  on  the  eve  of  making  a' 
'^^  peace  with  that  monarch  ;  that  he  advifed  the 
••  court  of  Vienna  to  imitate  his  example ;  and  that 
•*  it  would  be  aftonifliing  if  it  fliould  take  in  ill 
^*  part  what  he  had  done,  fince  the  war  of  Germany 
^*  was  not  only  foreign  to  him,  and  prejudicial  to 
^'  himfelf,  but  burdenfome  to  his  people." 

This  declaration  was  immediately  followed  up  by 
the  treaty  which  he  concluded  May  5,  with  the 
plenipotentiaries  of  the  king  of  Pruffia. 

Peter 
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,  Peter  IIL  caufed  the  peace  to  be  celebrated  ^ith 
the  greateft  magnificence.  The  rejoicings  lafled 
feveral  days ;  he  himfdf  was  prefent  at  them,  drefled 
in  a  pruflian  uniform,  decorated  with  the  order  of 
the  black  eagle  which  had  been  fent  him  by  Fretferic: 
and  as  if  he  had  been  refolved  to  feize  the  oppor- 
tunity afforded  by  thefe  feftivicies  for  infliding  a 
greater  infult  on  Auflria,  he  caufed  the  *  ainbaffador 
from  Maria  Therefa  to  be  invited  j  but  that  miniftcr 
indignantly  rejeded  the  invitation. 

During  all  the  time  that  thefe  entertainments 
lafted,  fcarcely  a  day  paffed  that  Peter  did  not  finifh 
by  drinking  to  cxcefs,  and  his  exccffes  were  always 
followed  by  fome  dangerous  indifcretion.  One 
cvcningy  according  to  cuftom,  he  turned  the  con* 
verfation  on  Frederic ;  then,  fixing  the  eyes  of  the 
councillor  of  Hate  Volkof,  he  fuddenly  exclaimed  : 
**  You  mufi:  agree  that  he  is  a  magician,  a  forcercr, 
**  that  king  of  Pruffia !  He  knew  all  our  plans  for 
*'  the  campaign,  as  foon  as  we  had  refolved  on 
**  them."  Volkof  reddened  with  embarraffment*. 
Peter  faid  to  him,  *'  Why  that  embarraffmcnt  ?  you 
*^  have  no  longer  any  need  to  fear  Siberia.  Is  it 
"  not  true,  that,  notwithflanding  the  dread  you 
had  of  it,  you  communicated  to  me  all  the  plans 
and  projeds  that  were  refolved  on  in  the  council, 
and  that  I  fent  them  off  to  his  majefly  the  king  |?** 


€( 


*  TIic  count  dc  Mcrci,  who  wis  afterwards  ambaflador  in 
France. 

f  It  was  thus  he  ftylcd  €?'rcdw'rlc  II.  unlcfs  when  he  called 
him  his  preceptor,  his  friend,  his  brother. 

Towards 
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Towards  the  termination  of  the  rejoicings  that 

were  made  for  celebrating  the  peace  between  Rui&a 

and  Prudia,  the  tzar,  who  gueiTed  how  much  the 

arabaflfador  of  Vienna  mufl  be  incenfed,  and  doubt- 

le is  was  inclined  more  deeply  to  affront  him,  fent 

Kim  word,  **  that,  (incc  the  emprefs-queen  alone 

•*■   threw  obftacles  in  the  way  of  a  general  pacifica* 

•*  tion,  from  a  fpirit  of  unbounded  ambition, .  and 

•'^  thcunjuft  defire  of  recovering  Silefia  and  the 

••  county  of  Glatz,  fo  folemnly  ceded  to  Pruilia,  he 

**  had  refolved  to  fend  twenty  thoufand  men  more 

into  Germany,  in  order  to  force  Maria  Therefa 

'  to  relinquifh  her  illegitimate  pretenfions." 

Everything  feemed  to  announce  that  this  would 

ot  end  in  an  empty  menace.     The  king  of  Priiflia 

ready  began  to  flatter  himfelf  that  frefh  fuccours 

*^ouId  foon  be  added  to  the  Ruffians,  who  were 

siarching  under  his  banners ;  and  fuch,  in  fa£t,  were 

ihe  intentions  of  the  tzar.    But  a  fudden  cataffrophe 

iruftrated  the  expeftations  of  Frederic,  and  wrought 
a  change  in  the  court  of  Ruflia. 

In  the  midft  of  thefe  warlike  preparations,  of 
thefe  reformations  undertaken,  but  feldom  effected, 
and  of  thefe  ufelefs  feftivities,  Peter  III.  was  not 
unmindful  of  the  countefs  Vorontzof ;  he  allowed 
her,  on  the  contrary,  daily  to  gain  over  him  addi- 
tional influence.  This  young  woman,  not  flirewd, 
but  ftupidly  proud,  and  direfted  by  an  ambitious 
and  crafty  father,  found  means  to  induce  the  tzar, 
•nc  while  by  flattering,  at  another  by  fcolding,  and 

fomctimes 
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fometimes  by  carrying  her  frowardnePs  fo  far  as 
to  dare  to  beat  him,  to  renew  the  promife  he  had 
made,  while  yet  only  grand  duke,  that  he  would 
marry  her,  and  place  her  in  the  room  of  Catharina 
on  the  throne  of  Ruflia. 

Proud  of  this  hope,  ihe  had  the  imprudence  16 
boafl  of  it,  and  this  imprudence  brought  on  he^ 
ruin.  While  her  father  and  fome  of  the  courtiers 
who  were  devoted  to  him,  were  labouring  at  paving 
her  way  to  the  throne,  the  jealoufies  without  num« 
ber  that  her  prefent  influence  and  her  apparently 
approaching  grandeur  had  created,  the  enemi<s  of 
the  tzar  and  the  partifans  of  the  empiefs,  were  all 
ftriving,  as  if  by  confent,  to  find  means  for  ezclud* 
ing  her  from  it. 

Peter  III.  not  a  whit  lefs  indifcreet  than  the 
countefs  Vorontzof,  feemed  to  authorife  by  his 
conduct  the  reports  that  fhe  fpread,  and  he  even 
no  longer  feemed  to  take  any  pains  to  conceal*  lus 
intention  to  repudiate  Catharine,  and  to  declare  the 
illegitimacy  of  Paul  Petrovitch.  However,  he  had 
refolved  to  cover  this  aft  of  dcfpotifm  with  an 
appearance  of  juftice ;  fondly  imagining,  that,  on 
publifhing  to  the  world  the  proofs  of  the  infidelities 
of  Catharine,  his  condu£):  would  meet  the  approba^ 
tion  of  all  his  fubjefts  and  the  reft  of  Europe. 

The  countefs  Vorontzof,  informed  by  the  aged 
fenator  her  father  of  the  firft  amours  of  the  emprefs 
with  Solcikof,  had  long  fmce  taken  care  that  the  tzar 
Ihould  have  no  reafon  to  complain  that  fhe  kept  the 

3  fecret 
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fecrec  from  him  :  (he  apprized  him  of  b ;  and  this 
it  vas  that  prevailed  on  the  prince  to  refolve  on 
declaring  the  iller/ititnacy  and  the  exheridation  of 
his  fon.  .  In  confequence  of  this  determinaiion,  he 
recalled  Sokikof  from  Hamburgh,  where  he  had 
conftantly  refided  fines  Elizabeth  had  appointed 
him  her  minifter.  He  lea<ied  him  with  carefles  and 
benefits,  and  put  every  ftratagem  in  pradlice  to 
draw  from  him  the  authentic  avowal  of  the  cri- 
minal commerce  he  had  formerly  held  with  Ca^ 
tharine.  It  was  vidble  to  all  the  court,  that 
Soltikof,  incite4  by  the  hope  of  glorious  rewards, 
or  intimidated  by  the  dread  of  ferious  chaftifements, 
T^ould  do  whatever  the  tzar  defired,  and  the  tzar 
himfclf  was  not  deceived  in  his  expedations  that 
his  worthy  chamberlain  would  favour  his  inclinations. 
He  was  now  only  reflrained  by  the  difficulty  in  the 
choice  of  a  fucceflbr. 

Although  this  prince  live '  openly  with  the  coun- 
tefs  Vorontzof ;  though  h'^  held  frequent  afli^;nations 
whahandfome  ftage-dancer  of  Peter  .'burg  j  though 
he  gave  rcafon  to  think  that  he  had  various  adven- 
tures of  gallantry,  he  was  not  perhaps  therefore  the 
fitter  for  obtaining  an  heir.  By  an  operati-^n  in  sr 
finall  degree  fimilar  to  that  of  the  judaical  rite, 
^hich  he  had  undergone  in  the  firft  years  of  his 
marriage,  he  was  freed  from  an  obftacle  without 
procuring  greater  means.  Nature  had  infpired  him 
^th  an  ardent  paffion  for  women  ;  his  defires  were 
Jmpetuous,  but  all  feemed  to  prove  that  his  efforts 

VOL.  u  o  Were 
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were  doomed  to  be  fruitlefs.  Thinking  himfelf  well 
aflfured  of  his  misfortune,  and,  wifhing  notwithftand- 
ing  to  raife  fome  one  to  the  place  of  Paul  Petrovltch, 
he  conceived  all  at  once  a  very  lingular  proje£l:. 
He  determined  to  adopt  prince  Ivan,  who  had  been 
dethroned- by  Elizabeth^  to  declare  him  his  fucceflbr, 
and  to  unite  him  in  marriage  with  the  young  princefs 
of  Holftein-Beck,  who  was  then  at  St.  Peterlburg^ 
and  whom  he  cherifhed  as  his  daughter. 

Peter  III.  then  with  a  very  few  attendants,  went 
privately  to  the  fortrefs  of  Schluflfelburg,  in  the 
defign  of  making  a  vifit  to  Ivan,  without  difcovering 
himfelf  to  him,  in  order  that  he  might  form  a 
judgment  whether  he  was  worthy  of  the  elevated 
ftation  he  intended  to  give  him. 

It  has  already  been  feen  that  Ivan  III.  was  dill  in 
his  cradle  when  the  revolution  that  placed  Elizabeth 
on  the  throne,  in  1741,  occafioned  him  to  be  ihut 
up,  with  the  regent  Anne  his  mother  and  all  his 
family,  in  the  fortrefs  of  Schluflelburg.  In  the 
firft  moments  of  that  revolution,  the  foldiers  who 
entered  the  apartment  of  the  young  emperor  found 
him  afleep,  and  waited  refpedfully  till  he  (hould 
awake,  to  carry  him  to  Elizabeth.  That  princefs 
took  him  up  in  her  arms  and  fondly  carcifed  him  ; 
when,  percfeiving  him  to  fmile  at  the  (houts  of 
'*  Hourra  Elizaveta  !'*  which  refounded  from  the 
gates  of  the  palace,  fhe  could  not  reftrain  her  pity, 
faying :  **  Unhappy  child !  thou  knoweft  not,  alas  1 

"  that 
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**  that  they  are  the  cries  of  joy  of  thofe  that  are 
«•  pufliing  thee  from  the  throne  !^* 

From  Schluffclburg  Ivan  was  tranfported>  toge- 
ther with  his  family,  to  the  fortrefs  of  Riga,  where 
they  remained  eighteen  months,  l^rom  Riga  they 
were  conveyed  to  Dunamunde,  and  afterwards  to 
Oranienburg,  a  town  built  by  Mentchikof,  in  the 
cold  province  of  Voronetch.  There  Ivan  was  fepa* 
rated  from  his  family,  who  were  tranfported  to 
Kolmogor  *.  A  monk  who  had  accefs  to  the  prifon 
where  Ivan  was  detained,  carried  him  off  from 
Oranienburgj  in  the  defign  to  condutl  him  to  Ger^ 
many  :  but  he  was  arrefted  at  Smolenfk.  Ivan  was 
then  fhut  up  in  a  monaftery  fituate  in  the  Valdai, 
not  far  from  the  road  that  leads  from  St*  Peterfburg 
to  Mofco.  The  emprefs  Elizabeth  having  a  defire 
to  fee  him,  in  1756,  caufed  him  to  be  brought  back 
to  Schluflelburg,  where  he  had  been  put  immedi- 
ately  on  his  dethronement.  He  was  led  very 
fecretly  to  the  houfe  of  Peter  Schuvalof,  in  St. 
Peterlburg,  where  Elizabeth  had  a  pretty  long  con- 
Verfation  with  him,  but  without  making  herfclf 
known  to  him.  Ivan  was  then  about  fixteen :  he 
"Was  of  a  good  height,  of  an  interefting  figure,  with 
iine  hair,  and  a  voice  of  much  fweetnefs.  Elizabeth 
ihed  many  tears  as  (he  talked  with  him:  but  that 
^id  not  fave  Ivan  from  being  led  back  to  his  difmal 

*  It  was  at  Kolnoogor  that  Anne  died  in  childbed  in  the 
ODth  of  March  1746. 

o  2  dungeon, 
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dungeon,  mbtrt  Peter  til.  fix  yean  after  went  to 

fee  him. 

The  emperoft  on  this  expedition,  was  only  at- 
tended by  count  Leof  Alexandrevitch  Nariibkin, 
his  grand  ecuyer,  baron  Ungern-Stembergj  one  of 
his  general  aides-de-camp,  baron  Korf,  mafter  of  the 
police  at  St.  Peter(burg»  and  the  counfellor  pf  fiate 
Volkof.    He  was  himfelf  fumiflicd  with  an  order 
figned  in  his  own  hand,  in  which  he  etijoined  the 
commandant  to  ^re  the  bearers  free  leave  to  walk 
about  the  whole  fortrels,  without  even  excepting 
the  place  where  Ivan  was  confined,  and  to  leave 
them  to  converfe  alone  with  that  prince.    Peter 
moreover  took  care  to  conceal  the  enfigns  of  his 
dignity,  and  to  recommend  Leof  Nariihkin,  who 
was  tall  and  of  a  portly  figure,  to  a£t  fo  as  that  he 
fliould  be  taken  for  the  emperor.    But  Ivan  was 
not  thus  deceived.    After  having  contemplated  for 
fome  time  the  (trangers  that  entered  his  cell,  be 
threw  himfelf  all  at  once  at  the  feet  of  the  tzar. 
«  Tzar !"  faid  he,  "  you  arc  the  mafter  hci'e.     I 
«*  fliall  not  importune  you  by  a  long  petition  j  but 
"  mitigate  the  feverity  of  my  lot.    I  have  been 
*'  languifhing  for  a  aumber  of  years  in  this  gloomy 
*•  dungeon.  The  only  favour  I  entreat  you  to  grant, 
<^  is,  that  I  may  be  permitted,  from  time  to  time,  to 
*'  breathe  a  freer  air."    Peter  was  extremely  af- 
fefted  at  thefe  words :  "  Rife,  prince!'*  faid  he  to 
Ivan  J   and,   gently^  flapping  his  fiioulder;    **  be 
'^  under  no  uncafinefs  for  the  future.     I   will 

"  employ 
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*^  ctofloY  all  the  means  in  my  po\ver  to  render 
*f  your  fituation  more  tolerable.  —  But  tell  me, 
**'  prince,  have  you  any  recollefiion  of  the  mit* 
^*  fcM-tunes  you  have  experienced  from  your  earlier 
**  youth  ?"  —  *•  I  have  fcarcely  any  idea  of  thofe 
^  thdf,  befell  my  infancy,''  replied  Ivan ;  ''  but, 
*'  from  the  moment  that  I  began  to  feel  my  mifery, 
^  I  have  never  ceafed  from  mingling  my  tears  with 
**  thofe  of  my  father  and  my  mother,  who  were 
<<  miferable  folcly  becaufe  of  me :  and  my  greateft 
^  diftrefs  proceeds  from  the  thoughts  of  the  ill 
^  treatment  they  received,  as  we  were  tranfported 
<*  from  one  fortrefs  to  another,"  —  "  Hah !  whence 
'<  came  that  ill  treatment  ?"  interrogated  the  tzar. 
><  From  the  officers  who  conduded  us,  and  who 
'*  were  almoft  always  the  mod  inhuman  of  man* 
•«  kmd,"  returned  Iv»n.  "  Do  you  recolle£t  the 
"  names  of  thofe  officers  ?"  faid  Peter.  —  '^  Alas  !'* 
replied  the  young  prince,  "  we  were  not  very 
^  curious  to  learn  them*  We  were  content  tq 
^*  return  thanks  to  heaven  on  our  bended  kneeSt 
^<  when  thefe  monfters  were  relieved  by  officers  of 
<«  alefsfavagedifpofition.'*  — "What!'*  faid  the 
imperor,  ^*  you  never  fell  into  the  hands  of  fucb 
"  as  had  any  humanity?"  —  *'  Only  one  deferved  to 
^  be  diftinguiihed  from  that  pack  of  tigers,*'  an<r 
fvered  Ivan«  <^  He  gained  our  eReem,  and  wq 
<^  lamented  the  lofs  of  him.  His  good  nature,  hla 
<^  generous  attentions  will  never  depart  from  my 
^  jcwembrance." — *•  And  you  know   not   the 

0  3  ^'  WWio 
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♦'  name  of  that  worthy  man  ?*'  eagerly  afked  the 
tzgLT. — "  ph,  as  to  him,  I  remember  him  very 
•'  well,"  replied  Ivan :  *^  he  was  called  Korf.** 

This  fame  baron  Korf,  as  we  have  akeady 
leen,  was  one  of  thofe  who  accompamed  Peter. 
He  melted  into  tears  as  he  heard  thefe  particulars ; 
and  the  tzar,  who  was  no  lefs  affefled  than  him, 
took  him  by  the  arm,  at  id  faid  in  a  broken  voice  2 
**  Baron,  you  fee  how  a  good  adion  is  never 
«  loft !" 

That  he  might  h^vc  time  to  recover  from  his 
emotion,  Peter  went  oqt  with  Korf,  Nariflikin,  and 
Volkof,  leaving  baron  Ungern-Sternberg  alone 
with  Ivan.  **  How  then  did  you  come  hither, 
"  prince?"  faid  Ungem-Sternberg.  **  Who,**  re- 
turned  Ivan,  *^  can  be  guarded  and  fecured  againft 
♦•  razboiniks  *  ?  One  day  an  order  from  I  know 
**  not  who  was  brought  to  the  prifon  where  I  was 
**  with  my  parents.  The  razboiniks  fcU  upon  my 
•'  family,  and  tore  me  from  the  only  perfons  I  knew 
*^  in  the  world,  and  who  alone  had  gained  my 
•^  affeftion  and  my  confidence  :  I  mean  my  father 
♦•  and  my  mother,  and  my  brothers  and  my  iifters. 
•*  O  how  I  did  cry !  and  how  they  themfelves,  if 
•*  they  are  yet  alive,  muft  lament  the  death  of  their 
"  fon  and  their  brother !"  —  *«  What  do  you  think 
«*  will  be  the  lot  of  our  new  emperor  ?"  alked  the 
|)aron»    •*  If  I  nxay  judge  from  my  idea  of  thQ 

f  Robbers, 
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<^  Ruffians^  it  will  not  be  more  happy  than  mine. 

My  father  and  my  mother  have  often  repeated 

to  me  that  foreign  princes  will  always  be  hated 
«  and  dethroned  by  the  treacherous  and  haughty 
"  Ruffians." 

The  tzar  now  re-entered,  with  Narifhkin,  Korf, 
Volkof,  and  accompanied  this  time  by  the  com- 
mandant, to  whom  he  faid,  in  the  prefence  of  Ivan: 
**  I  order  you  to  give  the  prince  from  this  moment 
"  all  the  fuccours  he  fliall  a(k,  and  to  allow  him  at 
'*  all  times  to  walk  and  divert  himfelf  within  the 
"  precinfts  of  the  fortrefs.  I  will  fend  you  written 
"  orders  containing  more  particulars,  by  which 
*'  you  are  henceforward  to  regulate  your  conduft  in 
"  regard  to  his  facred  perfon.'* 

On  coming  out  of  Ivan's  chamber  the  emperor 
went  over  the  infide  of  the  fortrefs  *  j  and,  after 
having  examined  a  fpot  that  fecmed  to  him  prop^ 
for  the  conftruclion  of  an  edifice  for  conveniently 
lodging  the  prifoner,  he  gave  orders  to  the  com- 
mandant to  fet  the  proper  workmen  about  it,  and 
added :  ^^  Let  it  run  in  a  ftraight  line  from  one 
"  wall  to  the  other  of  this  angle  of  the  fort,  fo  as 

^  The  fortrefs  of  SchlufTclburg,  while  in  the  poflTcflion  of  the 
Swedes  called  Ncrtcborg,  occupies  a  fmall  ifland^  fituate  juft 
where  the  Neva  flows  out  of  the  lake  Ladoga,  in  59°  50'  N.  L. 
It  19  in  the  antique  form,  with  high  walls  and  vaulted  ramparts, 
and  being  ufed  for  the  confinement  of  flate-prifoners^  is  only  in- 
habited by  the  garrifon.  SchlufTel  in  german  figniHts  a  ley. 
Its  prefent  name  was  given  it  by  Peter  1.  as  being  the  key  to 
hi«  new  city. 

04  "  to 
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<<  to  form  nine  rooms  in  front,  and  the  reft  of  the 
''  fpace,  to  the  extremity  of  the  angle,  inaybe 
•*  made  into  a  little  garden,  with  which  he  may 
<'  amufe  himfelf  in  the  air,  and  find  fome  alleviation 
**  of  the  fcverity  of  his  confineiVicrnt.  When  the 
^^  building  (hall  be  finiflied,  I  will  come  myfelf  and 
*«  pat  the  prince  in  poffv^ffion/* 

Probably  the  tzar  only  fpoke  in  this  manner  to 
the  commandant  of  Schluflelburg  as  a  blind,  to 
prevent  him  from  furmifing  his  real  intentions ;  for 
otherwife  wliat  need  had  he  to  give  orders  for  the 
confLrudion  of  a  new  prison  for  him  to  whom  he 
meant  to  give  the  throne  ?  iiefides,  it  has  been  re- 
ported that  this  prifon  had  a  quite  different -obje£h 
It  was  fuppofed  that  Catharine  was  the  perfon  for 
whom  it  was  defigned  by  her  hufband  *. 

Before  he  quitted  Schluflelburg,  Peter  went  once 
more  iniO  the  prince's  dungeon ;  after  this,  he  re- 
turnee to  St.  Peterlburg ;  where  no  one  entertained 
a  fufpicion  of  the  extraordinary  interview  he  had 

•  Though  It  is  currently  taken  for  granted,  that  it  was  the 
emperor's  plan  to  caufc  hb  wife  to  be  arrefted,  and  to  be  (hut  up 
in  SchlufTclburgy  ytt  it  is  very  far  from  being  fatisfa^orily  made' 
out,  even  by  the  evidence  arifing  from  this  nevr  houfe  crt^lcd  in 
the  fortrefs,  defigned,  it  is  faid,  for  the  emprcfs.  It  is  thought 
by  numbers  of  people,  that  it  was  really  intended  for  prince  Ivan« 
indcad  of  the  difmal  and  inconvenient  hole  in  which  he  waa 
lodged.  Peter,  by  having  him  removed  to  Kexholm,  brought 
him  more  within  his  reach,  in  order  perhaps  to  produce  hica 
whenever  occafion  might  offer.  This  may  eafily  be  fuppofed  aa 
sfter-thought. 

juft 


/ 
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yu.  /I   had,  and  much  lefs  of  what  he  was  meditating 
irjL    flavour  of  Ivan. 

'X^hen  prince  George  of  Holftein,  the  emperor's 
le,  was  informed  of  the  viiit  this  monarch  had 
to  Iv^n,  he  advifed  him  to  fend  that  unfortunate 
ce  into  Germany,  together  with  duke  Anthony 
£runfwic,  his  father,  and  the  red  of  the  family. 
r:er,  to  avoid  raifmg  any  fufpicion  of  his  plan  in 
mind  of  his  uncle,  pretended  to  approve  his 
ice,  but  for  the  prefent  he  refled  fatisfied  with 
xjsfing  Ivan  to  be   conveyed  to  the  fortrefs  of 
sholm,  built  on  a  little  ifle  in  the  Ladoga  lake, 
much  nearer  to  the  refidence  than  Schluflel- 
7g«    It  is  impoflible  on  this  occafion  to  forbear 
'X'liarking  that  a  fort  of  adverfe  fate  fecmed  every 
ere  to  purfue  the  unfortunate  Ivan ;  for,  as  he 
I  rowed  from  Schluflelburg,  to  get  on  board  the 
lleot  that  was  to  convey  him  to  Kexholm,  the 
in  which  he  was,  narrowly  efcaped  being  loft, 
one  of  the  tempefts  that  fuddenly  rife  in  fummer, 

ft 

d  dangerouily  agitate  that  flormy,  and,  in  many- 
aces,  unfathomable  lake  *• 

In 

*  To  fecure  the  barks  coming  with  goods  from  the  Volkof 

roft  the  Ladoga,  from  the  dangerous  ftorms  and  urhirlpools  of 

^^  As  boifterous  lake>   was  the  view  of  Peter  J.  in  digging  th« 

""^^adoga  canal  f  and  this  dcfign  is  fully  attained.     This  canal, 

^^^hich  Peter  began  in  1719,  and  which  the  emprefs  Anncfiniflicd 

^y  count  Munich  in  1730,  follows,  through  a  moraf^:,  the  fouthera 

fliore  of  the  Ladoga,  and,  ten  fathom  broad,  and  from  fcven  to 

ten  feet  deep,  extends  its  courfe  of  a  hundred  and  four  verfts,  to 

SchluiTelburg, 
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• 

In  the  mean  time  the  indifcretions  of  the  tzar 
revived  from  day  to  day  the  hopes  of  Catharine ; 
and  the  defigns  he  had  formed  againft  her,  a  part 
whereof  were  but  too  well  known,  emboldened 
her  to  run  all  hazards  in  order  to  prevent  them. 
Difmiffed  to  Petcrhof,  and  lodged  in  one  of  the 
apartments  the  moft  retired,  and  leaft  apparent  of 
the  palace,  fhe  paflcd  her  days  in  meditating  the 
project  for  precipitating  her  hulband  from  the 
throne,  and  her  evenings  in  the  company  of  a 
peculiar  intimate,  whom  (he  had  made  the  moft  in^ 
trepid  of  the  confpirators. 

The  power  of  the  tzars,  though  abfolute  and  un- 
controllable in  its  exercife,  is  extremely  weak  in  its 
foundation.  There  is  not  perhaps  in  Europe  a 
government  which  depends  fo  much  on  the  good* 
will  and  affedion  of  thofe  that  are  governed,  and 
which  requires  a  greater  degree  of  vigilance  and  a 
fteadier  hand*  The  regular  fucccilion  which  has 
been  fo  often  broken,  and  the  great  change  of  man- 
ners, which  in  Icfs  than  a  century  has  been  intro- 
duced, have  left  in  Ruffia  a  weaknefs  amidft  all  the 
appearance  of  ftrength,  and  a  great  facility  to  fudden 
and  dangerous  revolutions. 


Scliluflclburg,  where  it  enters  the  Itft  bank  of  the  Neva.    The 

Ladoga   receives    the   waters  of  the    rivers    Roebona^   Lava, 

Schaldica,  Nafia,  and  Lipka,  to  which  the  only  outlet  is  the 
Neva» 


Peter 
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Peter  IIL  paid  little  attention  to  thofe  difficulties, 
which  to  him  were  the  greater,  as  he  was  a  foreigner 
bom.  They  were  augmented  by  the  fuperior  ,  and 
invidious  regard  he  ieemed  to  pay  to  foreign  in« 
terefts^  and  foreign  perl'ons. 

Since  the  removal  of  count  Poniatofsky,  though 
the  emprefs  had  the  addrefs  to  appear,  in  the  eyes  of 
the  mod  attentive  of  the  courtiers,  faithful  to  her  at« 
tachment  to  him,  yet  in  the  intimacy  of  this  friend 
JSie  found  the  means  of  compenfating  his  abfence. 
Thus,  to  encourage  the  miftake  of  her  prying  ob« 
fcrvers,  (he  had  the  twofold  motive  of  interefting 
i^an  in  behalf  of  a  difappointed  paiTion,  and  of 
averting  their  looks  from  her  obfcurer  indulgences. 
Her  very  friends  were  deceived.  iVi«  de  Breteuil, 
who  imagined  himfelf  aperfon  of  great  difcernment, 
smd  that  he  was  in  the  entire  confidence  of  Catharine, 
thought  her  fo  conftant  to  Poniatofsky,  that  he  de- 
graded his  quality  of  ambaifador  fo  far  as  to  de« 
liver  into  her  hand  all  the  letters  from  the  count, 
and  to  forward  her  anfwers.  Princefs  Daflikof 
herfelf  was  igndrant  that  (he  had  any  other  love 
than  that  of  ftudy  and  of  Poniatofsky  ;  and  ihe  had 
long  been  plotting  in  concert  with  Orlof,  without 
once  fufpeding  that  Orlof  was  even  known  to  the 
emprefs.  In  Ihort,  the  only  perfon  that  was  in  the 
fecret,  and  was  the  manager  of  the  piece,  was  one 
of  her  worrjen,  named  Catharine  Ivanovna,  the  mofl: 
ingenious  of  confidantes,  and  the  leaft  fcrupulous 
of  duennas.    She  behaved  with  fo  much  addrefs, 

that 
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that  thofe  wbom  flic  prcfented  to  Catharine  enjojred 
almoft  always  the  favours  of  that  priacefs,  without 
knowing  who  flie  was  *•  ""^ 

Gregory  Orlof  poflefled  neither  the  advantages 
of  birth  nor  thofe  of  education ;  but  he  had  re« 
ceived  from  nature  what  are  often  found  more 
nfeful,  courage  and  beauty.  He  had  a  poft  in  tho 
artillery*  while  his  two  brothers  were  only  commoa 
foldien  in  the  regiments  of  guards  f.  Count  Peter 
Schuvalo^  grand  mafter  of  the  artilleryi  a  vain  and 
pompous  niani  was  defirous  of  having  the  hand- 
fon^eft  ^f  his  officers  for  aide*de-camp,  and  he  fe^ 
lt&»A  Gregory  Orlof.  He  had  alfo  for  his  miftreb 
one  of  the  mod  illuftrious  and  the  handfomdl 
women  of  the  court*  the  princefs  Kurakin,  who  was 
not  long  in  giving  the  aide-de-camp  to  underfbuid 
Ihat  ihe  preferred  him  to  his  general.    But  unfor* 

*  M.  de  Rulhiere  tells  ns  it  wu  by  chance  that  <'  Oilof  de« 
'*  fcried^  in  the  pomp  of  a  public  ceremony,  the  miflrefs  whom  be 
*<  adored/^  But  it  is  very  difficult  to  beh'evc  that  the  aide-de- 
camp  of  count  Peter  Schuvalof  ihould  not  know  the  gnad 
ducheCit  u  Peter  Schuvalof  went  frequently  to  courtf  and  u  ia 
Rufiia  an  aide-de-camp  always  attends  his  general* 

f  Alexius  and  Vladimir.  The  OrloB  were  five  brothers : 
Gregory,  the  favourite  ;  Alexias,  fince  become  admiral,  who,  la 
the  war  agatnft  the  Turks  in  1768,  comnuinded  the  Ruffian  fleet 
in  the  Archipelago,  was  latterly  at  Mofco,  led  thither  on  accouDt 
of  fome  affairs  of  trade,  having  large  tanneries  on  his  eftate^  but 
was  driven  out  of  that  capital  by  an  order  from  Paul  Petrovitch ; 
Vladimir,  made  fenator  after  the  revolution;  Fcodor,  chain* 
Wrlain ;  and  Ivan,  a  colonel  and  likewife  chamberlain,  but  who 
came  very  rardy  to  court. 

.    .  tunately 
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tunately  the  general,  who  furprifed  them  together^ 
forbad  Orlof  any  more  to  appear  in  his  prefencc, 
and  threatened  to  exert  all  his  intereft  to  get  him 
banifhed  to  Siberia.  This  adventure  made  a  noife: 
it  was  a  for  time  the  fubjeft  of  converfation  both  in 
town  and  country ;  and  the  flory  found  its  way 
even  into  the  retreat  in  which  Catharine  was  forced 
to  do  penance.  Curiofity,  pity  perhaps,  led  her  to 
wifh  for  an  acquaintance  with  the  young  officer 
whofe  dilafter  was  the  topic  of  public  difcourfe. 
Ivanovna,  with  the  cuftomary  precautions,  procured 
her  a  fight  of  him ;  and  Orlof,  at  firft  unable  to 
guefs  who  the  fair-one  might  be  that  took  fuch  con- 
cern in  his  lot,  found  her  to  poflefs  more  charms 
and  a  fonder  affedion  than  the  princefs  Kurakin. 
This  firft  and  myfteriotis  converfation  was  fuc« 
ceeded  by  feveral  interviews,  in  which  Catharine 
was  only  obliging ;  but  when  (he  thought  herfelf  well 
aflfured  of  the  boldnefi  and  the  difcretion  of  her  new 
acqiuuntance,  flie  unveiled  to  him  her  ambitious 
defigns,  Orlof  now  entered  into  a  confpiracy  with 
her,  in  which  he  fhortly  after  engaged  his  brothers, 
liis   companion  Bibikof  *,  lieutenant  Paflik,  with 

^ther  officers ;  by  means  of  whom  he  won  over  fome 

^companies  of  guards,  but  without  imparting  to  them 

Jiis  real  defign. 

Catharine  was  as  yet  but  grand  duchefs  when  her 

conneftion  with   Orlof   began ;    and  her  corre- 
fpondence  with  him  was  not  the  only  one  that  fht 

*  Bibikofy  afterwards  promoted  to  tbe  rank  of  general  in  chle^ 
Wis  killed  on  Ui*  march  againll  Pugatlhef. 

carried 
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carried  on  with  no  lefs  art  than  fuccefs.  Several  other 
officers,  and  even  fome  of  the  courtiers  participated 
in  her  favours  ;  but  as  (he  did  not  expe£l  to  find  in 
them  the  devotednefs  and  the  genius  that  was 
neceflfary  to  her,  (he  was  fatisfied  with  making  them 
her  friends,  and  never  difclofed  her  fecret  to  them. 
Lieutenant-general  Villebois^  was  one  of  thofe 
whom  that  princefs  had  diftingui(hed ;  and  when  he 
obtained  the  command  of  tlie  artillery,  on  the  death 
of  the  general  that  had  difplaced  Orlof,  (he  induced 
him  to  give  the  latter  the  place  of  captain-treafurer 
of  his  corps.  Villebois  did  as  he  was  requefted 
by  Catharine,  without  entertaining  the  fmalleft  fuf- 
picion  that  he  was  ferving  a  rival  preferred  to  himfdf. 

Being  feated  on  the  throne,  Catharine  continued 
not  lefs  the  invifible  and  powerful  inftigatrix  of  the 
fadion  of  the  great,  the  remainder  of  thofe  con- 
fpxrators  at  the  head  of  whom  Belluchef  and  the 
Schuvalofs  had  fucceilivcly  appeared,  and  whereof 
the  hetman  Kurilli  Razumofbky,  the  prince  VoU 
konfky,  nephew  of  the  exiled  Btftuchef,  and  major<« 
general  of  tlie  guards,  together  with  count  Panin, 
were  the  mofl  p<Averful  fupports. 

In  a  word,  (he  had  been  able  to  form  a  third  con- 
fpiracy,  contrived  by  the  young  princefs  Daflikof  f, 
who  always  appeared,  if  not  the  mod  formidable,  at 

♦  An  officer  of  cor.fuicrablc  merit,  fon  of  a  frciich  refugee. 

•}•  Princefs  Daihkof  was  born  in  the  year  1 744  ;  confcquentljr 
this  cxtiaordinarv  wouian  was  no  more  than  cisrliltcn  at  the  timfi 
of  the  icvululiun. 

I  kaft 
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'<e?a£l:  the  moft  j^ftive  and  impetuous.     The  accom- 
1  ces  in  thefe  three  faftions  aded^  moreover,  with- 
the  knowledge  of  each  other ;  and  Catharine, 
o  was  the  animating  fpirit  of  them  all,  feemed  to 
no  (hare  whatever  in  the  plot, 
yrincefs  Dalhkof,  lately  returned  from  Mofco^ 
ere  her  hufband  had  kept  her  in  a  kind  of  exile, 
prevented  from  concurring  with  the  aims  of  her 
Xadons,  who  were  defirous  of  feeing  her  fupplant 
T  filler  in  the  favour  of  the  tzar.     That  filler  was 
^re  fuitable  to  the  military  tade  of  Peter ;  and 
adame  Dafhkof  would  never  be  fatisfied  with  a 
ver  addi£led  only  to  drinking  and  the  fumes  of 
^^bacco.     She  then  formed  an  intimate  connexion 
^^^^ith  Catharine.     They  pafled  whole  days  together 
^       the  purfuits  of  literature  and  intrigue  ;  and  when 
e  emprefs  was  difmifTed  to  Peterhof,   princefs 
XDalhkof  remained  at  Peterfburg,  in  order  to  ferve 
"lier  the  better.     She  kept  up  a  correfpondence  with 
the  emprefs,  in  which  (he  gave  her  a  faithful  account 
of  all  that  was  pafiing  at  the  court  or  in  the  city, 
and  advifed  her  on  the  means  which  fhe  ought  to 
employ  for  preventing  the  defigns  of  the  tzar. 

The  attachment  which  princefs  Dafhkof  had 
vowed  to  Catharine  was  not  the  fole  motive  for  ex- 
citing her  zeal.  She  was  principally  jealous  of  the 
glorious  elevation  that  awaited  her  fifter;  and 
neither  the  menaces  of  that  fifter  and  of  her  father, 
nor  the  authority  of  the  chancellor  her  uncle,  in 
whofc  houfc  flie  had  been  brought  up,  were  able  to 

detach 
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detadi  her  from  1  party  of  which  ihe  fondly  made 
it  her  pride  to  be  the  prime  mover.  She  had 
ftudied  the  languagesj  and  read  many  of  the  works 
of  foreign  authors,  during  her  fojourn  at  Bdofco  ; 
which  augmented  her  natural  vanity,  and  taught 
her  to  defpife  the  ignorance  of  the  nation  to  which 
(he  belonged.  In  the  hopes  of  arriving  at  the  flip- 
pery  honour  of  direding  a  confpiracy,  fhe  openly 
braved  the  refentment  of  her  £imily;  (he  would 
have  braved  every  danger^  and  even  boldly  looked 
death  in  the  foce. 

Princefs  Daflikof  had  for  fome  time  kept  about 
her  a  Piedmontcfe  named  Odart,  whom  penury  and 
the  hopes  of  making  his  fortune  had  brought  to  St. 
Peterfburg,  and  who  had  confirmed  the  tafte  of 
that  lady  for  french  literature,  by  making  her  ac- 
quainted with  the  bed  writers  of  that  nation.  Odart 
was  become  the  more  valuable  to  the  princefs^  as 
like  her,  with  an  aptitude  at  witty  conceits,  he  pof- 
fefled  a  turn  for  intrigue.  She  was  ever  extolling  a 
man  to  whom  ihe  thought  herfelf  indebted  for  her 
fuperiority ;  and  fliefpoke  of  him  to  the  emprefs  in 
fo  advantageous  a  manner,  as  to  induce  that  princefs 
to  defire  his  attachment,  and  to  give  him  the  title 
of  her  private  fecretary. . 

It  was  not  long  ere  this  artful  and  infmuating 
fecretary  became  one  of  the  confidents,  not  in  the 
delicate  connections  of  Catharine,  but  in  her  am* 
bitious  dcfigns.  A  witneFs  to  the  grievances  of  this 
princefs^    and  foreboding    the    humiliation    that 

7  awaited 
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a^waiced  her,  he  eafily  perceived  that  there  was  no 


Iier  way  of  efcapc,  both  for  the  prefent  and  the 
ftature,  than  by  the  fall  of  the  emperor.  But  how 
accomplifh  this  fall  ?  How  dare  to  attempt  it  ? 
faw  all  the  difficulties,  all  the  dangers  with 
liich  it  was  attended ;  but  he  alfo  knew,  that  if 
pijiiii(hment  and  death  were  on  one  fide,  honours 
riches  prefented  themfelves  on  the  other. 
hes  were  the  only  deities  of  Odart :  he  was  not 
Ic^xig  in  determining  his  choice.  He  direftly  ad- 
.dreflcd  himfelf  to  princefs  Daflikof ;  who,  anti- 
pa.ting  his  bold  and  afpiring  ideas,  was  elated  to 
at  finding  in  a  man  whom  flic  efteemed  for 
^is  talents,  an  accomplice  in  achievements  worthy 
^f  herfelf.  What  flattering  hopes  now  intoxicated  the 
^^inds  of  thefe  vain  and  conceited  confpirators  ! 
^Vhat  did  they  not  promife  themfelves,  if  they  could 
Wt  overthrow  the  fovereign  of  one  of  the  greatcft 
empires  of  the  world  ?  Odart  cxpecled  that  an  im- 
t^ienfe  fortune  would  be  the  reward  of  his  fervlces  : 
the  princefs  imagined  that  the  whole  uiiiverfe  would 
be  inceflantly  talking  of  her,  and  that  her  glory 
would  afcend  far  fuperior  to  hers  on  whofe  head 
/he  (hould  place  the  crown. 

But  the  execution  of  fo  great  a  projeft  demanded 
more  efficacious  inftruments  than  vain  imaginations 
and  barren  defires.  More  was  wanting  than  a 
woman  of  eighteen,  and  an  adventurer  whom  no- 
body knew.  Accordingly,  when  Odart  and  madame 
Dafhkof  had  fufficiently  entertained  themfelves  with 
VOL.  !•  p  the 
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the  magnificent  recompences  they  hoped  to  obtain, 
they  began  to  think  of  procuring  foldicrs,  and 
money,  which  always  propagates  foldiers,  and  in 
Ruffia  more  than  elfewhere  ;  and  a  chief,  whofe 
name  and  authority  might  command  refpcft ;  and  ' 
efpecially  a  man  who,  accuftomed  to  direft  cour- 
tiers,  to  manage  intrigues,  u-as  neither  to  be  em- 
baralTed  by  obfiaclcs,  not  difmayed  by  difappoinc- 
ments.  They  then  turned  their  eyes  on  the  hetinan 
Cyril  Razumofiky  and  count  Nikita  Ivanovitch 
Panin. 

The  great  influence  the  hetman  *  had  enjoyed 
during  the  reign  of  the  emprefs  Elirabeth,  and  the 
familiarity  of  Peter  III. .  which  he  had  had  the  art 
of  prefer  ving«  flill  gave  him  confiderable  inter  eft  at 
court,  and  his  immenfe  riches  f,  which  enabled 
him  to  exercife  continual  liberalities  towards  a  muU 
litude  of  necefTitous  officers  and  foldiers,  fecured  him 
a  great  number  of  friends  among  the  troops.  He 
filled  one  of  the  firft  polls  in  the  empire.  He  had 
no  eftcem  for  Catharine,  of  whofe  talents  he  did 
not  think  much,  and  whofe  miftakes  he  had  fecn ; 
he  knew  the  danger  of  attempting  to  dethrone  the 

*  It  lias  been  imagined  by  fomc,  that  though  the  devout  Eli* 
•zabeth  had  married  the  grand- vencur  Alcxey  Razumofiky,  bro- 
ther of  the  hetman,  the  latter  waa  ncverthelcfs  a  lover  of  that 
emprefs. 

f  The  emprefs  Eh'zabcth  had  granted  the  hetman  Razu- 
moFflcy  a  number  of  don^ins^  having  upon  them  upwards  of 
forty  thoufand  peafants. 

tzar« 
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tzar,  but  was  true  in  his  adherence  to  his  former 
f>auty.  When  princefs  Daflikbf  communicated  her 
defigns  to  the  hetman,  he  applauded  the  fcheme  ; 
and,  without  feeining  to  take  a  direSk  part  in  the 
bufinefs,  aflfured  her  thatj  in  cafe  of  need,  fhe  might 
rely  upon  his  concurrence.  Therefore  when  Orlof 
came  to  him  a  few  days  after,  in  order  to  found  his 
difpofitioii,  he  encouraged  hun  to  oppofe  the  de« 
figns  which  the  emperor  was  meditating  againfl:  his 
confort,  telling  him,  at  the  fame  time,  that  they 
'^Krho  ihould  defend  that  princefs  might  depend  upon 
1^8  joining  them.  The  hetman  kept  OrloPs  fccret 
^s  he  had  kept  madame  Daflikof 's ;  and  happy  in 
the  contemplation  of  two  new  rifing  faftions,  he 
^^efolved  in  his  mind  to  fupporc  them  with  all  the 
power  of  his  own. 

Razumoflky  went  yet  farther.     He  affembled  his 
fiends  oh  the  fpot ;  and  without  difclofmg  to  theni 
precifely  the  twofold  plan  with  which  he  had  beeii 
intruded,  informed  them  that  he  knew  with  cer- 
tainty, that  among  the  troops  a  plot  was  hatching 
to  dethrone  the  tzar ;    and  if  they  neglefted  for  a 
moment  to  declare  themfelves  its  leaders,  no  other 
alternative  would  be  left  them  than  to  fubmit  to 
l^oinc  the  forced  inftruments  of  the  foldiers,  or 
Probably  their  viftims.     They  then  afked  him  what 
^^  thought  it  neceffary  for  them  to  do.     "  Join  me 
^t  the  inftant  the  confpiracy  breaks  cut,"  an- 
gered the  hetman ;  "  and  I  will  take  care  to  aflign 
(o  each  of  you  the  rank  to  which  his  birth,  his 

p  2  ^*  fortune. 
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**  fortune,  and  his  talents,  give  him  a  right  to  af- 
"  pire.  The  blind  intrepidity  of  fomc  obfcure 
<^  confpirators  is  now  meditating  to  make  the  firfl: 
blow.  Let  us  diligently*  watch  the  moment.  If 
they  fucceed,  it  is  for  our  dexterity  to  reap  the 
*•  fruits  of  their  fuccefs.  Do  you  feel  yourfelves 
**  heartily  refolved  to  follow  my  example  ?**  AH  . 
fwore  they  were ;  and  the  meeting  broke  up  in  cr- 
pedation  of  the  terrible  event  that  flattered  either 
their  hatred  or  their  ambition. 

Thus  certified  of  the  affent  of  RazumofIky,prin- 
cefs  Daflikof  and  Odart  now  made  it  their  bufmels 
to  bring  over  count  Panin  to  their  party ;  and  Ca^ 
tharine  earneftly  recommended  it  to  them  to  let 
nothing  efcape  them  that  might  conduce  to  that  end. . 
She  very  well  knew  that  if  the  name  and  the  pre- 
fence  of  the  hetman  would  be  of  great  weight  in 
the  firft  openings  of  the  revolt,  the  experience  and 
the  ability  of  Panin  were  ftill  more  ncceflary  for 
leading  it  to  fuccefs.  It  was  he  alone  who^  by  the 
arts  of  foft  infinuation,  could  moderate  the  impe- 
tuous vanity  of  the  princefs  Daflikof,  excite,  inflame 
the  hatred  and  revenge  of  Razumoffky,  dire£t  the 
covetous  and  fervile  ambition  of  Odart,  and  juftify 
in  appearance  the  confpiracy  by  annexing  to  it  the 
name  of  the  young  Paul  Petrovitch,  his  pupil. 
Princefs  Daflikof  then  commiflioned  Odart  to  pio- 
pofe  to  Panin  his  uniting  with  them ;  and  Pauin, 
prompted  by  a  motive  more  dear  than  that  of  ferv- 
ing  the  emprefs  and  the  grand  duke,  promifed  all 
that  the  princefs  defired. 

8  All 
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All  this  did  not  yet  fuSice  madame  Dafhkof. 
She  made  direft  application  to  prince  Voll  onfky^ 
major-general  of  the  guards.  Volkonfky,  well 
taught  in  the  arts  of  intrigue  by  his  kinfman  Beflu- 
chef,  and  the  inheritor  of  his  hatred  againfl: 
Peter  III.  j  Volkonlky,  whofe  ambition  was  waiting 
for  a  change  m  the  government,  and  who  flattered 
himfelf  with  having  Ihortly  to  aft  the  principal  part 
in  the  new  faftion^  was  not  more  difEcult  than  Panin 
and  Razumoffky. 

The  archbifhop  of  Novgorod  was  in  like  manner 
brought  over.  They  had  made  themfelves  fure  of 
this  prelate  even  before  they  difclofed  their  de(ign« 
The  emperor  had  juft  recalled  him  from  exile,  to 
which  he  had  fome  months  before  been  condemned  ; 
but  the  prelate,  more  irritated  at  the  feverity  of  the 
prince  than  affefted  by  his  clemency,  waited  only 
for  an  opportunity  for  fignalizing  his  facred  fury. 
Inventive  fuperftition  fiirnifhed  him  with  numerous 
means.  He  knew  the  blind  zeal  of  the  Ruffians 
for  whatever  belongs  to  the  orthodox  greek  reli- 
gion i  and  the  fwarms  of  monks  whom  he  bad  at 
command  continued,  under  pretence  of  defending 
that  religion,  to  difleminace  in  all  hearts  their  hatred 
towards  the  prince  who  imprudently  feemed  to  have 
4leclared  himfelf  its  enemy. 

The  princefs  wanted  alfo  to  fecure  a  part  of  the 

troops.     She  knew  feveral  of  the  officers ;    thefe 

^tfie  went  to  fee  under  pretence  of  a  mere  vifit  of 

jpolitenefs,  and  repaired  to  the  barracks.     There 

P  3  flie 
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^e  was  mict  by  Orlof.  The  explanation  wa$  not 
difEcuIt  to  either.  They  immediately  agreed  j  gnd^ 
^11  ignorant  that  Orlof  wa$  known  to  Catharine^ 
the  princefs  Dafhkof  found  in  him  more  than  an 
accomplice. 

Having  apparently  gained  oyer  only  Gregory 
Orlof^  the  princefs  Dafhkof  flattered  herfelf  that 
fhe  had  alfo  won,  by  his  means,  the  two  brother^ 
pf  that  confpirator,  in  perfon  not  lef&  handfome,  in 
temper  not  lefs  bold  than  he,  and  of  a  bodily 
(Irength  and  a  brutality  that  fendered  them  for- 
midable even  to  theiy  friends.  She  added  at  the 
fame  time  to  her  party  many  other  officers  or  fpl- 
diers,  whom  Orlof  had  long  been  preparing  for 
the  rebellion ;  and  when  Odart  thought  to  make 
the  emprefs  acquainted  with  all  this  fuccefs,  that 
fJiflfembling  princefs,  whofe  lover  brought  her  acr 
pounts  of  all  in  their  no£turnal  interviews,  waf 
careful  neither  to  undeceive  the  fecretary,  nor  afr 
front  the  vanity  of  madame  Daflikof. 

One  alone  of  all  the  faftious  flood  in  no  need  of 
artful  prepoffeffion  :  it  was  that  very  Glebof  whon^ 
the  tzar  had  raifed  from  the  Ipwefl:  forms  of  chicane 
to  the  important  place  of  procureur-gencral  to  the 
fenate*.  The  traitor,  judging  that  his  mafter 
would  prove  unable  to  refift  the  united  attacks  of 
fuch  a  hofl  of  foes  as  were  plotting  his  deftruftion, 
and  adding  cruelty  to  ingratitude,  refolved  to  con- 

*  When,  on  his  acceflion  to  the  throne,  this  prince  demanded 
the  irefignatioa  of  prince  Schakofikoi. 

tribute 
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tribute  what  he  could  to  his  ruin^  in  order  to  proRc 
by  the  change  it  would  produce.  He  accordingly 
looked  about  for  a  band  of  confpirators  with  whom 
'  he  might  join ;  and  having  difcovered  that  of  Odart 
and  princefs  Daflikof,  he  went  to  them  with  the 
offer  of  his  fervices.  , 

The  aim  of  all  thofe  who  feverally  confpired 
againft  Peter  III.  was  to  dethrone  him ;  but  they 
were  not  difpofed  to  fet  about  it  in  the  fame  man- 
ner. Panin,  Razumofflcy,  Orlof,  thought  it  bed 
to  begin  by  feizing  on  his  perfon  at  Peterhof  *,  at 
the  concluflon  of  one  of  thofe  orgies  which  could 
It 

•  The  iitipcritl  palace  of  Pctcrhof,  iituate  on  the  (hore  of  the 
Cronftadt  gulf,  is  twenty-five  verfts  from  St.  Pctcrfburg,  eight  verds 
below  Strelna>  and  eight  Tertls  above  Oi^nicnbaum.  Peter  the  great 
employed  the  archltedt  Le  Blond  to  build  it«  and  to  dire^  the  lay- 
ing out  of  the  gardens ;  and  Its  decorations  have  been  increafed 
by  all  the  fucceeding  monarchs.  Here  annually  a  grand  feflival  is 
given  in  honour  of  the  patron  faints  of  the  imperial  houfe,  Peter  and 
Paul.  It  confifts  in  mafquerades,  to  which  from  three  thoufand 
to  four  thoufand  perfons  of  both  fexes  repair  from  Peterfburg, 
fo  that  there  is  fcarccly  a  horfe  left  in  the  town.  At  night  the 
palaccy  with  all  the  gardens,  walks,  terraces,  canals^  cafcades, 
and  fountains,  as  well  as  the  yachts  that  lie  off  the  fhore,  are  all 
;graDdly  illuminated ;  which,  efpecially  the  vaft  cafcade,  rolling 
its  fheets  of  water  over  the  lamps,  have  a  furpriiingly  brilh'ant 
«ffed«  In  forae  of  the  apartments  are  rcfrefhments  of  every 
^Jiiad,  acccflible  to  all.  About  ten  in  the  evening  long  tables 
are  fet  out  with  a  variety  of  choice  difhes  in  great  abundance,  at 
T^hich  as  many  as  can  find  room  promifcuoufly  take  their  places, 
and  are  fumptuoufly  entertained ;  as  each  is  fatibfied,  he  retires, 
and  others  fucceed  ;  for  which  purpofe  the  tables  arc  conflantly 
fcj)lcni(hcd  by  an  uninterrupted  fucceffion  of  difhes. 

p  4  not 
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not  fail  to  take  place  on  his  coming  thither  to  cele- 
brate the  anniverfary  of  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul, 
Count  Panin,  with  fome  others  of  the  confpirators, 
had  even  been  to  gain  an  accurate  knowledge  of 
liis  apartment,  in  order  the  more  eafily  to  feize 
him  on  the  fictefl:  occadon.     Lieutenant  Paffick, 
the  mod  ferocious,  the  mod  barbarous  of  his  coun- 
trymen,   infilled  on  aiTaffinating  him  with  a  poi- 
giiard  in  the  midft  of  his  court :   and  in  fpite  of  all 
that  Panin  could  do,  by  intreating  and  forbidding, 
he  went,  with  one  of  his  comrades,  named  Bafch- 
kakof,  to  lie  in  ambufli  two  days  fucceffively,  wait- 
ing for  this  prince  on  one  fide  of  the  fmall  wooden 
houfe  inhabited  by  Peter  while  he  was  laying  the 
foundations  of  Peterfburg  :  thefe  two  days  Peter  III. 
did  not  appear.     But  if  the  confpirators  differed 
about  the  means  of  dethroning  the  tzar,  they  were 
ftill  lefs  agreed  on  the  manner  of  fupplying  his  place. 
Catharine  afpired  to  the  fole  poffeffion  of  the  fa- 
preme  authority.     Orlof  and  princefs  Daflikof  fup- 
ported  this  pretenfion.     Panin,  on  the  other  hand^ 
propofed,  that  fhe  fliould  govern  only  under  the 
name  of  regent ;    and  that  the  title  of  emperof 
fhould  devolve  on  the  young  grand  duke  Paul  Pe- 
trovitch.     The  hetman  Razuraoflky,  for  particular 

reafons,  was  of  the  fame  opinion  *. 

At, 

*  When  the  plot  was  thoroughly  adjuftcd,  Catharine  made  no 
fcruple  of  appearing  in  the  meetings  of  the  chief  confpirators. 
>She  fent  for  them  fcvcral  times  to  Knutfcn's  houfe,  in  the  ftrret 

called 
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At  a  long  conference  held  by  the  principal  con- 
Ipirators,  in  which  thefe  feveral  propofals  were  dif- 
cuflfed,  Panin  had  the  courage  to  fay  to  Catharine : — 
^*  I  know,  madam,  what  you  would  have,  and 
*^  what  you  are  able  to  do ;  but  I  know  alfo  where 
**  your  ambition  (hould  flop.  You  have  repeated 
**  it  a  hundred  times,  while  as  yet  grand  duchefs, 
**  that  you  were  only  defirous  of  the  title  of  mother 
*'  of  the  emperor.  Does  that  title  at  prefcnt  feem 
^  too  diminutive  to  you  ?  You  would  now  re- 
"  move  your  fon  from  the  throne  of  Ruflia ;  but 
*'  what  right  have  you  to  feat  yburfelf  upon  it 
^'  alone?  Are  you  of  the  blood  of  the  tzars? 
'*  Are  you  even  a  native  of  the  empire  ?  Think 
^^  you  that  this  ancient  and  warlike  nation  will  ac- 
"  knowledge  for  their  fovereign  a  countefs  of  An- 
*'  halt  ?  Think  you  that  they  will  not  be  incet 
"  fantly  plotting  in  favour  of  the  defcendants  of 
"  Peter  the  great,  while  one  of  them  lies  languilh- 
^*  ing  at  the  foot  of  the  throne,  and  others^ continue 
**  to  groan  in  dark  and  loathfome  dungeons  ?  Do, 
**  madam,  give  up  your  prttenfions  to  what  you 
"  can  never  obtain.  Think  it  your  greateft  happi- 
**  nefs  to  be  able  to  efcape  the  extreme  danger  that 
"  prefTdS  upon  you  ;    and  that  the  only  means  of 


piUed  Morflo'ia,  or  to  another  houfc  on  the  bank  of  the  Mo'i'ka, 
where,  for  a  lon^  while  pall,  (he  had  had  private  interviews  with 
Gregory  Orlof, — The  Mcika  is  a  little  liver  running  through 
fcteriburg. 

"  juflifying 
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"  juftifying  our  violent  undertaking,  is  to  convince 
**  the  world  that  your  fon  is,  more  than  yourfelf, 
*'  the  objed  of  your  concern." 

The  confpirators,  flruck  with  the  firnmefs  and 
propriety  of  this  difcourfe,   for  a  time  remained 
mute.     Orlof  ihuddered.     Catharine  herfelf  kept  a 
momentary  filence.    At  length,  turning  to  Panin  :— 
"  Count,*'  faid  (he,  *^  your  arguments  are  full  of 
**  force  ;  but  they  are  not  fufEcient  to  produce  any 
**  alteration  in  my  fentiments.     I  know  the  Ruf- 
*'  fians ;   and  you  yourfelf  are  fo  well  acquainted 
**  with  them  as  to  know,  that,  provided  they  are 
governed,  they  care  but  little  about  the  origin  of 
them  by  whom  the  government  is  adminiftered. 
•*  This  nation  knows  of  nothing  but  obedience, 
"  even  when  the  hand  that  rules  it  leans  heavily 
f^  on  it.     Mentchikof,  Biren,  Munich,  may  ferve  as 
♦*  proofs  of  this  truth.     But  it  is  not  thus  that  I 
*'  defign  to  reign :    far  from  it ;  I  fhall  ad  with 
^'  lenity^  with  juftice,  and  in  fuch  manner  as  not 
*'  to  give  the  flighteft  pretext  to  difcontent.     But 
"  you,  who  tell  me  of  murmurs  and  rebellions,  do 
"  you  forget  that  it  is  moftly  under  regencies  that 
*^  rebellions  break  out  ?     Nay,  (hould  we  ever  have 
had  a  thought  of  that  we  have  nov(  been  con- 
triving,   if  Peter  III.  were  capable  of  guiding 
**  with  firmnefs  the  reins  of  government  ?     You 
*'  are  alarmed  for  my  fon ;    but  had   you  rather 
"  abandon  him  to  the  fantaftic  humours  of  a  father, 
f  by  whom  he  is  already  difowned,  than  truft  hh 

9  "  fortune 
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*  *  fortune  to  a  mother  who  loves  him  ?  and,  if  I 
•*  affHre  to  the  fupremc  command,  is  it  not  for  the 
**  welfare  of  that  child  ?  is  it  not  that  I  may  be  the 
**  better  able  to  recompenfe  thofe  who,  like  you, 
^*  affift  me  to  defend  him?  Doubtlefs,  they  may 
•*  all  rely  on  my  everlafting  gratitude  ;  but  in  order 
•*  to  prove  it  to  my  heart's  content,  I  muft  have 
^*  the  power ;  and  that  power  is  what  I  expeft 
5«  from  you." 

Panin  was  not  in  the  leaft  fliaken ;  opinions  were 
.divided,  and  the  confpirators  came  to  no  fixed  de- 
termination. 

It  was  eafy  to  perceive  that  Panin  only  wiflied  to 
Set  his  pupil  on  the  throne,  in  the  hope  of  occupy- 
ing himfelf  the  fecond  place  in  the  empire,  and  to 
jgovjem  in  his  name.  Catharine  had  too  much  dif- 
jcernment  not  to  have  difcovered  this  motive  long 
Ibefore ;  accordingly  fhe  had  given  private  affurances 
^o  Panin  that  fhe  would  appoint  him  prime  minifter  ^ 
staking  care,  however,  not  to  confirm  this  promife 
Sn  prefence  of  the  other  confpirators,  for  fear  of 
^^ffending  the  ambition  of  any  of  the  party. 

Princefs  Dafhkof,  Orlof,  Odart,  thofe  who  wanted 
tio  beflow  the  fupreme  power  on  Catharuie,  vied 
'ywith  each  other  in  feeking  fome  means  for  inducing 
<:ount  Panin  to  alter  his  mind  ;  but  it  was  long  to 
^lo  purpofe,  and  they  would  certainly  not  have  been 
able  to  fuccecd,  if  a  pafTion  lefs  terrible,  but  more 
j)Owerful,  had  not  come  into  conilid  with  ambition, 
l^pve  had  already  enlifled  in  the  fervice  of  Catha^ 

rine 


220  LIFE    OF   THB  [^lyCl. 

* 

rine  the  boldeft  and  mofl  intrepid  of  her  confpira. 
tors :  love  granted  another  lady  the  boon  of  fub- 
duing  him,  whofe  ftubborn  mind  was  not  to  be 
moved  by  majefty  itftlf. 

The  ncceffiry  into  which  the  plot  had  led  Panin 
of  converfing  frequently  with  the  princefs  Daflikof ; 
the  wit,  the  vivacity,  the  petulance  of  this  young 
woman  ;  her  whole  charaftcr,  in  (hort,  infpired 
him  with  a  lively  t^ndernefs  for  her.  He  was  not 
long  in  making  her  an  open  declaration  of  his  paf- 
fion  :  fhe  received  it  with  coldnefs,  and  afforded 
him  no  hope  of  fuccefs.  It  was  not  however  virtue 
in  madame  Dafhkof,  that  impelled  her  to  4:ejeft  the 
profeflions  of  Panin.  Many  other  known  fuitors 
had  already  experienced  that  it  was  not  invincible. 
But  the  age,  the  heavy  air  of  PaniHj  the  intimacy 
in  which  he  had  lived  with  the  mother  of  princefs 
Daflikof*  ;  and,  above  all,  the  deep  and  lively  fen- 
timent  flie  had  vowed  to  another,  prevented  her 
from  yielding  to  the  perfuafions  of  the  preceptor, 
who,  dumb  from  that  moment  on  the  fubjed  of  his 
paflion,  feemed  to  take  pleafure  in  coiitradifting  the 
author  of  its  difappointment. 

The  fubtle  and  vigilant  Odart  alone  difcovered 
the  fecret  motive  of  Panin*s  refiftance,  and  imme- 
diately promifed  to  overcome  it.  He  haftened  to 
the  princefs  ;  and,  after  having  heard  her  confirm 
what  he  had  only  fufpeftcd,  converfed  with  her  in 

•  She  believed,  with  the  pubh'c,  that  fl)c  owed  her  birth  to 
that  Intimacy. 

all 
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all  the  familiarity  of  a  zealous  confidant  and  an  ac- 
complice, who  was  daily  in  concert  with  her, 
braving  exile  and  death.  Exempt  from  all  preju- 
dices, of  rather  incapable  of  an  efteem  for  virtue, 
Odart  had  the  effrontery  to  ridicule  that  which 
feemed  to  be  a  check  on  princefs  Dafhkof.  Then, 
putting  on  a  graver  look,  he  reprefented  to  her 
that  if  (he  thought  it  a  fault  to  yield  to  the  follicita- 
tions  of  Panin,  that  fiiu^r  would  be  ennobled  by  the 
motive  that  impelled  her  to  commit  it.  He  re- 
minded her  of  the  union  of  fentiment  that  attached 
lier  to  the  emprefs ;  and,  friendfhip  being  the 
principal  virtue,  no  facrifice  (hould  feem  too  dear, 
*when  we  were  called  to  the  fervice  of  a  friend : 
concluded  with  reprefenting  to  her,  that  it 
ould  be  the  triumph  of  heroifm  to  brave  the  dif- 
^race  of  making  her  charms  fubfcrvient  to  her  am- 
l^ition.  The  princefs-  Daflikof,  whofe  romantic 
imagination  was  eafily  elevated,  gave  implicit  credit 
all  that  was  told  her  by  Odart,  confented  to  what- 
ver  Panin  propofed,  and  Catharine  had  no  more 
obftacles  to  apprehend  on  the  part  of  the  count  *. 

*  It  IS  but  juftice  to  obfcrvc  in  tins  placf ,  that  many  perfons 
^^rho  attended  fucceflively  the  courts  of  Elizabeth,  Peter  III. 
^nd  the  late  emprefs,  have  uniformly  affirmed,  that,  of  all  the 
imputations  thrown  out  on  princLfs  Daflikof  concerning  cei tain 
^Peculiarities  in  her  difpofition  and  temper,  they  never  once  heard 
tiTic  flighteft  fufpiciim  caft  on  her  chad  I  ty  ;  and  to  her  friends  it 
l!%as  always  been  her  boail,  that,  though  a  widow  at  the  age  of 

eighteen,  the  moll  malignant  of  htr  enemies  had  nothing  to  ac- 

Gufc  Ucr  of  in  thij  rcfpecl. 

The 
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The  confpiralors  therefore  being  brought  to 
agreement,  thought  no  longer  of  anything  but  of 
putting  their  plan  in  execution.  Of  chiefii  there 
was  no  want ;  but  foldiers  were  to  be  obtsined. 
The  firft  thing  to  be  done  was  to  gain  over  thofe 
of  the  guards,  as  well  for  depriving  the  emperor 
of  their  defence,  as  for  a  fupport  to  the  caufe.  The 
Orlofs,  Bibikof,  and  Paflick  had  already  feduced 
three  companies  of  the  regiment  of  Ifmailof ;  but 
this  number  was  not  fufficient,  and  it  was  only  by 
money  that  they  could  hope  to  corrupt  others.  The 
emprefs  had  it  not  in  her  power  to  fumifli  any,  as 
fhe  had  fcarcely  wherewith  to  defray  the  daily  <x- 
pences  of  her  houfehold.  She  therefore,  in  con- 
cert with  princefs  Dafhkof,  commiflioned  Odart  to 
make  application  to  M.  de  Breteuil  for  a  fup])Iy« 
That  minifler,  long  the  confidant  and  the  dupe  of 
the  emprefs,  was  preparing  to  quit  Peterfburg.  He 
was  not  ignorant  that  a  confpiracy  was  on  foot,  but 
he  knew  neither  the  fprings  that  were  to  fet  it  in 
motion,  nor  the  means  by  which  it  was  to  be  con- 
duced :  he  was  doubtful  of  its  fuccefs  ;  and,  when 
Odart  informed  him  that  Catharine  was  defirous 
that  the  king  of  France  would  lend  her  fixty  thou-^ 
fand  rubles,  he  hefitated  to  advance  that  trifling 
fum.  Fearing  however  to  mortify  the  felf-love  of 
the  emprefs  by  a  formal  refufal,  as  well  as  to  give 
too  much  credit  to  the  aflertions  of  Odart,  whom 
he  regarded  in  no  other  light  than  as  a  prefumptuousr 
adventurer,  he  told  him  that  he  might  aflure  her 

majefty 
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KTiajefty  that  the  king  his  mafler  would  efteem  it  a 
pleafure  to  afford  her,  on  that  occafion,  a  proof  of  his 
stttachment,  and  that  he  would  without  delay  com- 
municate to  him  what  flie  defired.     At  the  fame 
time  he  drew  up  the  form  of  a  note  which  he  put 
into  the  hands  of  Odart,  that  fhe  might  write  it  in 
her  own  hand,  and  return  it  to  him.     The  note 
was  conceived  in  thefe  terms :    '*  J'ai  charg^  le  por- 
"  teur  du  prefent  billet  de  vous  fairc  mes  adieux, 
«  et  de  vous  prier  de  me  faire  quelque  petite  com- 
"  miilion)  que  je  vous  prie  de  m'envoyer  le  plutot 
"  poffible*." 

The  Piedmontefe,  thinking  that  the  emprefs 
would  not  have  any  fcruple  to  write  this  note,  pro- 
mifed  it  to  M.  de  Breteuil.  But  that  princefs,  fen* 
fibly  hurt  at  the  diftruft  (hewn  by  the  french  mi* 
xiifter,  the  delays  he  put  in  praftice,  and  the  ftate 
of  dependence  in  which  he  wanted  to  place  her  on 
a  court  (he  detefted,  vouchfafed  not  even  to  give 
him  an  anfwer  ;  and  M.  dc  Breteuil,  having  waited 
feme  days  without  any  appearance  of  Odart,  fet 
out  from  Ruffia  and  proceeded  to  Vienna,  where 
he  received,  by  Verfailles,  the  news  of  the  fuccefs 

•  What  a  fpecimcn  of  M.  de  Breteuil's  ftyle  !  —  '*  I  have 
*'  commiflipried  the  bearer  of  the  prefent  note  to  bid  you  fare- 
"  well  in  my  name,  and  to  requeft  you  to  give  me  fome 
*'  fmall  commiillon,  which  I  beg  you  to  fend  me  as  foon  as 
••  poffible." 

cf 
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of  the  confpiracy>  and  the  order  to  return  to  St. 
Peterfburg  •. 

On  the  prefiure  of  the  emergency,  Catharine  had 
confented  to  borrow  of  M.  de  Qreteuil ;  but  after- 
awards,  willing  to  (hew  him  that  (he  could  difpenfc 
with  his  aiCftance^  fhe  felzed  the  inftant  of  his  de- 
parture to  fend  him  a  note,  which  Odart  privately 
delivered  to  Berenger,  the  charge  d'affaires^  and 
contained  the  following  words :  *'  L'emplette  que 
^'  nous  devions  faire  fe  fera  furement  bientot,  mais 
^^  a  beaucoup  meilkur  marche  :  ainfi  nous  n'avons 
**  pas  befoin  d'autres  fonds  f ." 

However,  Catharine  was  at  this  moment  in  the 
moft  tremendous  fituation.  The  dread  of  feeing 
her  fchemes  betrayed,  the  greater  apprehenfion  of 
being  arretted,  dethroned,  fhut  up  for  ever,  all 
circumftances  confidered,  filled  her  with  the  moft 
piercing  difquietudc. 

Peter  all  this  while  feemed  only  intent  upoa 
pleafure  ;  yet  in  reality  he  was  not  inattentive  to 
the  condition  of  the  unhappy  Ivan,  and  to  his  mi- 
litary preparadons. 

•  This  is  exaAly  the  manner  in  which  M.  de  Breteuil  was 
of  fervice  to  the  confpiracy :  and  yet  it  is  well  known  how 
fond  he  was  of  boafting  in  France  how  greatly  he  had  forwarded 
it. 

f  "  The  piirchafe  we  intended  to -make  will  certainly  be  made 
**  foon,  but  at  a  much  cheaper  rate  :  therefore  we  have  no  need 
•*  of  other  fupphcs." 

After 
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After  having  lodged  this  prince  at  Kexholni,  he 

* 

caufed  him  to  be  fecretly  conduced  to  Petcrlburgj 
where  he  was  put  in  a  houfe  of  no  cbnfpicuous 
figure  ;  in  which  he  vifited  him  daring  the  nighty 
accompanied  by  Gudovitch  and  Volkof. 

The  fleet  he  had  deftined  to  aft  againft  Den- 
mark being  completely  equipped,  one  divifion  re- 
mained yet  at  Cronftadt,  while  the  other  lay  wait- 
ing for  it  at  Reval.     The  regiments  that  were  to 
follow  in  this  expedition  were  already  in  Pomerania, 
and  others  were  on  their  march  to  join  them.     In 
a  word,  he  was  ready  to  put  himfclf  at  the  head  of 
]iis    array  for  the  invafion  of  Holftcin.      What 
jeemed  to  flatter  him  mod  in  this  conquefl:  was  the 
I>eing  capacitated  thereby  to  pay  his  refpefts  to  him 
^^vhom  he  ftyled  his  friend,  his  brother,  and  his 
model,  the  king  of  Pruflia.     In  the  expeftation  of 
^his  happinefs,  he  treated  the  envoy  of  that  mo* 
Xiarch  with  fuc;h  diftindtions  and  even  adulations  as 
Frederic  himfelf  would  never  have  endured :    but 
^his  envoy  *  was  young,  and  perhaps  vaunted  too 
ntiuch  of  the  marks  of  deference  fliewn  him  by  the 
emperor,    Peter  had  at  length  fixed  his  departure 

♦    It  was  baron  Goltz,  who  was  afterwards  minillcr  in  France 

frQtn  Pruflia,  and  died  at  Bale  in  1794.     ^^  ^^^  htcn  faid,  that 

"while  Goltz  has  been  (hut  up  for  hours  together  with  young 

'Women  of  the  court,  the  trJar,  with  a  firelock  on  his  (houlder, 

Hood  fentry  at  the  door,  as  a  common  foldicr.     But  who  does 

not  fee  that  this  mull  be  a  (loiy  invented  by  tlie  calumniators  of 

that  unfortunate  prince  ? 

voh.  I.  o  for 
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for  the  day  following  the  feftival  of  Peter  and 
Paul  *,  which  he  was,  as  ufual,  to  celebrate  at 
Petcrhof,  and  at  the  end  of  which  he  purpofed  to 
caufe  the  emprefs  to  be  arrefted.  But  the  emprefs 
was  taking  meafures  eifedually  to  prevent  his  de« 
lign.  Her  party  was  waiting  only  for  the  moment 
of  adionf.  That  moment  was  accelerated  by 
chance. 

*  To  make  it  believed  that  the  tzar  was  completely  ftupids 
the  report  has  been  (ludioudy  propagated^  that  when  he  was 
heated  by  wine  and  punchy  he  never  failed  to  talk  of  fchemet  of 
conqucfl,  and  to  give  himfelf  up  to  the  tranfports  of  an  extra* 
▼agant  ambition.  Two  days  bcfure  the  revolution  that  huriej 
him  from  the  throne,  he  held,  it  is  faid,  the  foDowing  difcoarfe  : 
**  Of  what  ufe  are  all  thofe  petty  foverexgng  of  Europe  ?  What 
*<  are  they  ?  I  am  refolved  that,  in  future,  there  (hall  be  bnt 
"  three  powers  in  this  part  of  the  world  :  Ruffia,  Pruffia^  and 
"  France.  I  will  have  all  the  North,  the  king  of  Pruflia  (hd 
•*  have  all  Germany,  and  the  king  of  France  the  reft."— ••  Bat,** 
obferved  one  of  his  courtiers,  < '  what  doea  your  majeft  j  thndt 
**  of  putting  France  into  your  divifion  ?"  —  <*  Oh !  yes,"  repSed 
the  tzar  ;  "  France  is  likewife  a  great  power!"  It  is  Bincfa  to 
be  doubted  that,  however  intoxicated  Peter  might  be,  he  vni 
intended  to  make  fucli  a  partition  of  Europe. 

f  Catharine's  party  confided  of  the  hetman  Razumofiky,  the 
preceptor  of  the  grand  duke  count  Panin,  the  mader  of  artOlerj 
Villcbois,  general  Volkonflcoi,  the  brothers  Orlof,  the  princda 
Daflikof  (to  whom  the  emprefs  was  as-flrongly  attached,  aathc 
emperor  was  to  her  filter  Elizabeth  Vorontzof),  5cc.  With 
Peter  was  count  Munich,  who  would  alone  perhaps  have  out* 
weighed  all  the  others,  if  the  emperor  had  but  refolved  to  foDow 
the  counfcls  of  this  ezpeiienccd  veteran* 
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CHAP.    III. 

The  Confpirators  are  employed  in  putting  in  Execution 
the  Plot  of  dethroning  the  Tzar.  —  The  Arre/t  of 
PaJ/ick  hajiens  that  Execution.  —  Catharine  IL  is 
acknowledged  Emprefs  by  the  Regiments  ofGudrds^ 
and  is  crowned  in  the  principal  Church  of  Pcterf 
burg.  —  The  Troops  gai?jed  over  by  the  Confpirators 
march  againjl  Peter  HI.  —  Irrefolufion  a?2d  extreme 
Weaknefs  of  that  Prince  — Hefuhmits  to  Catharine. 
—  He  is  imprifoned  and  fir  angled.  —  Confcquences 
of  bis  Death. 

1  HEY  who  plan  a  confpiracy  have  always  more 
zeal,  more  vigilance  and  adivity,  than  he  againft 
whom  it  is  direfled.  Accordingly  the  friends  of 
Catharine  were  carefully  informed  of  all  that  pafled 
about  the  tzar,  while  he  was  ignorant  of  all  their 
proceedings.  Expefting,  in  indolent  fecurity,  the 
feftivities  of  Petcrhof,  his  majefty  was  gone  to  pafs 
fome  days  at  his  country  palace  of  Oranicnbaum, 
whither  he  had  taken  with  him  fome  of  the  hand- 
fomeft  women  of  the  court.  On  this  occafion  a 
report  was  fpread,  that  he  wanted  to  demand  divorces 
for  thefe  women,  that  he  might  marry  them  to  fome 
'  of  his  courtiers.  It  was  even  added,  that  beds  had 
been  ordered  for  thefe  pretended  nuptials;    and 

0.3  ihame. 
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fliamc,  contempt,  and  jealoufy  created  him  new 
enemies,  a::a  .procured  as  many  partifans  to 
Cathiirine. 

Wiihout  knowing  precifely  the  fecret  of  the  con- 
fpinicy,  fnnic  pcrfons,  who  perceived  that  a  plot  was  ' 
hatchiii;^  'cV^Miiilt  the  tzar,  advertifed  hmi  of  it,  but 
couul  nut  prevail  un  him  to  determine  on  fcizing 
tlie  triiirors.  Wc  have  already  feen,  that  the  king 
of  Pru'Tia  had  viirned  him  without  efFeft  to  be 
cautious  iiboui  his  perfonal  fafety.  Baron  Goltz 
and  count  Sv:iivcrin  reiterated  to  him  the  fame 
r^^nionftranccs  in  the  name  of  that  monarch,  and 
had  ]!o  beiiLr  fvccefs  than  their  mafter.  The  only 
anfwcr  ilicv  cbfiiiiicd  from  the  too  confident  Peter 
was :  '^  i\lip.d  wliat  I  fay  :  if  you  are  my  friends, 
*^  never  fjjtak  to  me  again  on  that  odious  fubjeft  *.'* 

Some  tiine  prior  to  the  explofion  of  the  plot,  a 
french  architect,  named  Valois,  waited  for  the  tzar 
at  the  houfe  of  the  britifh  minifter,  where  that 
prince  was  to  dine,  and  put  into  his  hand  a  written 
paper  in  which  he  divulged  to  him  the  feditious 
declarations  of  Tei)lof  f,  formerly  preceptor  to  the 

hetman 

*  Sec  tlie  hin;oi*\'  of  the  war  of  fcvcn  years  by  Frederic  II. 

f  Tcplof  was  the  natural  fon  of  Thcopliilus  archbifhop  of 
Novgorod  and  the  wife  of  a  ilopnik,  or  lieatcr  of  (loves.  Tcplof 
wa3  brought  up  by  the  prelate,  who  was  not  without  learning. 
Tcplof,  being  yet  very  young,  was  engaged  by  Alexius  Razu- 
niofsky  to  begin  the  education  of  his  brother  Cyril,  juft  then 
arrived  at  Pctcrfburg.  Being  now  introduced  at  court,  he  was 
guilty  of  foaic  a£l  which  brought  on  him  a  fenteuce  of  banifh- 

menty 
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hetman  Cyril  Razumofsky,  and  a  creature  of  Bef- 
tuchcf.  The  tzar,  obliged  to  yield  to  the  repre- 
fentations  of  his  friends,  caufed  Teplof  to  be 
taken  into  cuflody,  but  neglefted  to  have  him 
interrogated  for  drawing  from  him  fuch  confeflions 
as  might  have  tended  to  unveil  the  defigns  of  the 
confpirators. 

Thofe  who  at  firft  had  agreed  to  felze  and  carry 
off  the  tzar  on  his  appearance  again  at  St.  Petcrf- 
burg,  thought,  in  confequcnce  of  a  new  deliberation, 
that  It  would  be  too  dar.gerous  to  wait  fo  long,  and 
that  it  would  be  better  to  execute  their  defign  on  his 
coming  to  Peterhof. 

The  plan  was  well  concerted  :  each  of  the  con- 
fpirators was  reckoning  on  his  own  courage  and  the 
fidelity  of  his  friends,  when  all  at  once  their  plot 
was  difcovered.  This  difcovery,  however,  was  only 
the  effeft  of  chance  ;  and,  by  a  ftrange  caprice  of 
fortune,  the  very  accident  which,  by  its  natural 
effeft,  ought  to  have  difconcerted  the  traitors,  em- 
boldened them  ;  and  their  precipitancy  fecured  their 
fuccefs. 

By  an  excefs  of  diffidence  or  precaution,  princefs 
Daflikof  and  Odart  had  fet  a  trufty  perfon  to  watch 


jncnt,  but  the  protcAion  pf  the  Razumofskics  prccurcd  him  a 
pardon.  It  was  to  tlie  fame  prottcllon  that  he  art<  rwards  owed 
his  fortune.  Cyril,  on  bccor.iing  hctinan  of  the  kozaks,  got 
him  the  appointment  of  counfcllor  of  ftatc,  and  entruftcd  to  him 
the  government  of  the  Ukraine,  where  TcpJof  committed  num- 
Ikrrlpfs  acls  of  collufion  and  injullice. 

0.3  the 
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the  ftcps  of  each  of  the  chiefs  of  the  confpiracy^ 
who  regularly  brought  them  an  exad  account  of 
whatever  thcfe  chiefs  might  be  Hkely  to  do ;  ia 
fuch  manner,  that  if  there  had  been  the  leaft  ten- 
dency towards  treachery  among  them,  they  would 
have  detected  it  inftantaneoufly,  and  have  taken 
meafures  for  their  fecurity  or  their  vengeance. 

Paffick  had  gained  the  foldiers  of  the  company 
of  the  guards  in  which  he  was  lieutenant.  One 
of  thcfe  foldiers,  imagining  that  Paffick  did  nothing 
but  in  concurrence  with  his  captain,  alked  the 
captain  on  what  day  they  were  to  take  up  arms 
againft  the  emperor.  The  captain,  furprifed,  had 
recourfe  to  diffimulation ;  and  anfwering  the  que- 
ftions  of  the  foldier  in  vague  and  indiftindt  terms, 
drew  out  of  him  the  fecret  of  the  confpiracy,  and 
went,  without  delay,  to  make  report  of  it  to  the 
chancery  of  the  regiment. 

It  was  nine  o'clock, at  night.  Paffick  was  put 
under  arreft  :  but  at  firfl  he  was  (hovcd  into  a  room> 
where  he  had  time  to  write  with  a  pencil  on  a  fcrap 
of  paper,  "  Proceed  to  execution  this  inftant,  or 
''  we  are  undone."  The  man  who  watched  his 
motions  prefented  himfelf  at  the  door.  Paffick, 
not  knowing  him,  but  feeing  that  everything  was 
to  be  rifkcd,  gave  him  the  billet,  telling  him  that, 
if  he  ran  with  it  in  all  fpeed  to  the  hetman  Razu- 
mo.^ky,  he  would  be  handfomely  rewarded.  The 
fpy  hurried  to  the  princefs  Dailikof,  and  put  the 
billet  into  her  hand.    Panin  happened  that  moment 

to 
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to  come  in.  She  propofed  to  liaften  the  execution 
of  their  projeft,  obferving  that  the  only  means  of 
faving  themfelves  from  the  vengeance  of  the  tzar 
was  to  prevent  it;  and  that,  however  weak  he 
might  be,  if  time  were  allowed  him  to  put  himfelf 
on  his  defence,  it  would  be  impoflible  to  get  the 
better  of  him.  But  whether  or  not  Panin  thought 
really  that  the  enterprife  could  not  fucceed,  whether 
his  capacity  was  not  fufficiently  feconded  by  courage 
for  beginning  to  aft,  he  refufed  to  fubmit  to  the 
reafons  of  princefs  Dafhkof;  and  after  having  told 
her  that  it  would  be  better  to  wait  tilUhe  next  day, 
to  know  what  was  fitted  to  be  done,  he  withdrew. 

In  the  mean  time  the  emiffaries  of  princefs  Dafh- 
kof had  already  taken  care  to  give  intelligence  to 
the  other  confpirators.  On  Panin's  departure,  Ihe 
put  on  man's  apparel,  and  went  to  join  Orlof  and 
his  friends  on  the  green  bridge,  where  (he  was  in 
the  habit  of  feeing  them,  that  fhe  might  avoid  raifing 
fufpicion  by  getting  to  her  too  many  fubaltern 
officers  and  foldiers  *. 

Thefe  confpirators  were  neither  lefs  uneafy  than 
princefs  Dafhkof,  nor  lefs  impatient  for  hadening 

*  Beiides  the  noble  and  beautiful  river  Neva^  with  its  three 
bridges  of  boats  ingenioudy  removed  and  replaced  twice  every 
year,  and  befides  the  canals  with  their  elegant  quays  and  magni- 
ficent ftone  bridges,  there  is  yet  another  river,  pafiing  through 
the  city,  the  Mu'ika,  the  numerous  drawbridges  over  which  are 
flill  of  wood,  and  thefe  are  denominated  according  to  the  colour 
with  which  they  are  painted,  the  red  bridge,  the  blue  bridge, 
the  green  bridgCi  &c. 

0^4  the 


t^2  LIFE   OF   THE  [1761, 

the  execution  of  their  plot.  The  delay  till  the 
morrow  appeared  to  them  to  be  big  with  confe'^ 
quences  the  mod  to  be  dreaded ;  and  it  certainty 
would  have  been  fatal.  The  time  of  afling  was 
the  filence  of  the  night,  without  sallowing  th^  tzar 
time  to  form  an  inclination  to  prevent  them,  no|p 
the  lroop3  and  the  people  time  to  J^rm  for  the 
defence  of  the  tzar.  The  refolution  was  unanimoi^s. 
While  Gregory  Orlof,  one  of  his  brothers,  and  hif 
ifriend  Bibjkof,  repaired  to  the  barracks  for  the 
purpofe  of  preparing  the  foldiers  of  their  party  to 
a£lon"the  fitft  fignal,  another  brother  of  Orlof, 
Alexius,  took  upon  him  the  perilous  com.^nif^on 
of  going  to  find  out  the  emprefs  at  Peterhof. 

Under  pretext  of  leaving  the  apartments  free  for 
the  feftival  that  was  to  be  celebrated  at  the  palace, 
and  for  enabling  herfelf,  in  reality,  to  be  more  in 
readinefs  to  efcape,  Catharine  was  lodged  in  a 
remote  fummer-houfe  called  Monplaifir  *,  fituatcd 
at  the  extremity  of  the  garden  on  the  fhore  of  the 

*  It  Is  a  fmall  houfc  conftruAcd  in  the  clutch  flylc,  built  by 
Peter  I.  who  frequently  pafTed  fome  days  there,  and  In  whicb  hb 
b'  d  is  ilill  prcfcrvcd.  —The  evening  before  the  rcvolutioa,  Ca- 
tharine II.  walking  in  the  folitaryallees  of  this  garden,  happened 
to  cad  her  eyes  on  a  very  fmall  fhoot  of  oak,  was  ftruck  at  the 
Tight  of  a  tree  fo  rare  in  thefe  parts,  and  furrounded  it  with  little 
flicks,  to  prcfcrve  it  from  injury.  She  afterwards  had  it  inclofed 
by  a  trellis.  It  became  a  fine  tree;  and  Catharine  was  fond  of 
regarding  it  as  an  emblem  of  her  reign.  The  pcrfon  who  coni* 
inr.uicated  this  notCi  had  thefe  fafls  from  the  mouth  of  that 
priiictfs  herfelf. 

gulf 
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gulf  of  Finland.  Here  (he  had  caufed  to  be  fattened, 
as  if  without  defign,  a  fmall  boat,  that  it  might 
occafionally  be  of  fcrvice  in  the  fecret  vifits  of  her 
favourites,  and  to  facilitate  her  own  efcape  into 
Sweden,  if  the  confpiracy  fhould  be  difcovered, 
Gregory  Orlof  having  given  his  brother  a  key  to 
this  fummer-houfe,  initructed  him  in  the  methods 
he  muft  employ  for 'getting  thither;  and  princefs 
Dafhkof  trufted  him  with  a  fhort  note,  to  enjrage 
the  emprefs  to  come  to  them  without  lofs  of  time. 

It  was  now  two  o'clock  in  the  morning.  The 
emprefs,  not  expecting  anybody,  had  retired  to 
Teft,  and  lay  in  a  profound  fleep,  when  flie  per- 
ceived herfelf  fuddenly  roufed,  and  faw  (landing  at 
the  fide  of  her  bed  a  foldier  whom  (he  knew  nothing 
of.  Without  delivering  her  the  note  from  princefs 
Da(hkof,  the  foldier  faid  to  Catharine  :  —  **  Your 
**  majcfty  has  not  a  moment  to  lofe ;  get  ready  to 
"  follow  me :"  and  immediately  difappeared. 

Catharine,  aftonifhed,  terrified,  called  Ivanovna.' 
They  drefled  themfelves  in  hafte,  and  difguifed 
therafelves  in  fuch  manner  that  they  could  not  be 
known  by  the  fentinels  about  the  palace.  Scarcely 
were  they  ready,  when  the  foldier  returned,  and 
told  the  emprefs  that  a  carriage  was  waiting  for 
them  at  the  garden-gate.  It  was  a  coach  which, 
under  pretext  of  having  change  of  horfes  for  an 
excurfion  into  the  country,  princefs  Dafhkof  had 
kept  for  fcvcral  days  in  readinefs  at  a  houfe  inha- 
bited by  one  of  her  peafants  a  few  miles  from 

Peterhof, 
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Peterhof,  and  which  Alexey  Orlof  had  fent  one  of 
his  comrades  to  fetch. 

The  empref*  reached  the  carriage  without  diffi* 
culty.  She  got  into  it.  Alexey  Orlof  took  the 
reins,  and  fet  off  at  full  fpeed.  Suddenly  the  horfes, 
being  over-driven,  flopped  fliort,  and  fell  dowxu 
They  were  obliged  to  get  out.  Alexey  Orlof  and 
his  companion  employed  every  effort  to  cheer  the 
horfes,  but  in  vain.  ,The  diftance  from  Peterlbuzg 
was  dill  confiderable ;  it  was  in  the  midft  of  the 
night  * ;  they  were  in  the  greateft  confufion^  and 
the  danger  was  every  moment  becoming  more 
imminent :  they  refolved  to  proceed  the  reft  of  the 
way  on  foot.  They  had  not  gone  far,  when  by 
good  luck  they  met  a  light  country  cart.  Alexey 
Orlof  feized  hold  of  the  horfes,  thjB  emprefs  got  in, 
and  they  fet  off  again  as  before.  They  prefently 
heard  the  found  of  another  carriage  coming  after 
them  with  unufual  rapidity.  It  was  Gregory  Orlof,' 
who,  calculating  the  moments,  was  alarmed  at;  not 
yet  feeing  the  emprefs.  Immediately  knowing  her, 
he  cried  out,  ihat  they  only  waited  for  her ;  and 
without  flaying  for  her  anfvver,  drove  on  before  to 
receive  her  at  Peterfburg.  At  length  Catharine, 
worn  out  with  fatigue  and  anxiety,  but  fufHciently 
miftrcfs  of  herfelf  to  affume  a  fedate  and  tranquil 
air,  arrived  in  the  city  at  feven  in  the  morning  f. 

*  At  this  feafon  of  the  year  in  RulTia  the  nights  are  fo  clear, 
that  Catharine  ?cckoncd  it  a  thing  certain,  that  notwithftauding 
\icv  difguire,  (he  ihould  be  known  by  fomc  traveller. 

t  The  9th  of  July  N.  S.  1762. 

She 
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She  proceeded  direftly  to  the  quarter  of  the 

I fniailofsky  guards,  of  which  three  companies  had 

l>een  already  won  over ;  but  the  confpirators  would 

xiot  permit  them  to  leave  the  barracks  till  Catharine 

sippeared,*  for  fear  of  failing  in  their  aim  by  too 

^rreat  precipitancy.     At  the  report  of  the  arrival  of 

fier  majefty,  about  thirty  of  the  foldicrs,half  dreffed. 

Tan  out  to  receive  her  with  clamorous  fhouts  of  joy. 

Surprifed  and  alarmed  at  feeing  fo  fmall  a  number 

of  foldiers  flie  kept  filence  for  a  moment,  and  then 

told  them,  in  a  tremulous  voice,  *'  that  her  danger 

"  had  driven  her  to  the  neceffity  of  coming  to  alk 

"  their  afliftance;  that  the  tzar  had  intended  to 

"  put  her  to  death  that  very  night,  together  with 

"  her  fon ;  that  flic  had  no  other  means'  than  by 

*'  flight  of  efcaping  death  ;  and  that  flie  had  fo 

*'  much  confidence  in  their  difpofitions  as  to  put 

**  herfelf  entirely  in  their  hands." 

All  who  heard  her  fliuddered  with  indignation, 
and  fwore  to  die  in  her  defence.  Their  example, 
and  the  hetman  Razumofsky  their  colonel,  who 
-was  not  long  ere  he  appeared,  foon  collefted  other 
foldiers,  led  by  curiofity,  in  great  numbers  about 
the  emprefs,  who,  with  one  confent,  declared  her 
fovereign.  The  chaplain  of  the  regiment  of  Ifmai'lof 
was  immediately  called,  who,  fetching  a  crucifix 
from  the  altar,  received  on  Ic  the  oath  of  the  troops. 
Some  voices  were  heard  in  this  tumultuous  con- 
courfe,  proclaiming  Catharine  regent;  but  thefe 
founds  were  prefently  flifled  by  the  threats  of  Orlof 

4  and 
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and  the  more  numerous  cries  of  "  Long  live  the 
•'  emprefs !" 

The  Simeonofsky  and  the  Preobaginflcy  *  guards 
had  already  imitated  thofe  of  Ifma'ilof.  Thie  officers, 
TV'ith  the  ucmofl  docility,  put  themfelves  at  the 
head  of  their  companies,  as  though  they  had  been 
engaged  in  the  plot.  Two  alone,  of  the  regiment 
of  Preobaginfky,  had  the  boldnefs  to  counteract 
their  foldicrs ;  but  they  were  fuddenly  arrefled : 
and  among  thofe  who  had  been  gained  over,  there 
were  only  wanting  the  major  Tfchapelof  and  the 
lieutenant  Pufhkin,  whom  the  emprefs  had  fent 
orders  to  have  puc  under  arreft,  obferving  with  cold- 
nefs  that  fhe  had  no  further  occafion  for  them. 

While  the  hetm^m  Razumofsky,  prince  Volkon- 

1 

iky,  counts  Bruce  and  Stroganof,  feveral  other 
general  officers,  and  princefs  Dafhkof,  remained 
about  Catharine,  and  flie  was  completely  fecuring 
the  three  regiments  of  guards,  Gregory  Orlof  ran 
to  the  regiment  of  artillery,  to  draw  it  into  the 
revolt,  and  march  it  to  the  emprefs.  But  though 
he  w?is  trcafurer  of  that  corps,  and  well  enough 
beloved  of  the  foldicrs,  they  iinanimoufly  refufed 
to  follow  him,  and  Infilied  on  feeing  the  orders  of 
their  general  VilIfc||ois.  That  officer  for  feme  time 
feemed  to  be  favourably  regarded  by  ClLitliarine, 

*  Of  the  Afccnllcn.  It  uas  the  rt;:iiv.(.nt  of  Prciibaf^^:nf]vy 
that  placed  Eli/abcth  on  the  throiic.  r.I!'/.;ihclh,  as  a  gr«tcful 
ictuiDi  conferred  nobih'ty  on  all  the  ganadieri  tf  that  turoG. 

and 
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ajid  thought  that  he  was  fo  ftill ;  but  as  (lie  difcerned 
in  him  a  probity  too  auftere  to  allow  her  to  hope 
that  he  would  take  part  in  the  confpiracy,  (he  had 
never  ventured  to  difclofe  it  to  him  ;  and  when  one 
of  the  friends  of  Orlof  appeared,  and  told  him  that 
her  majefty  commanded  him  to  come  and  join  her 
at  the  barracks  of  the  guards  at  the  head  of  his 
regiment,  he  alkcd  whether  the  emperor  was  dead. 
The  friend  of  Orlof,  without  anfwering  his  quef- 
tibn,  repeated  the  order ;  and  Villebois,  in  utter 
aftoni(hment,  went  alone  to  the  emprefs. 

Villebois,  feeing  Catharine  furroundcd  by  an 
imnienfe  crowd  of  people,  found  no  di(ficuUy  in 
divining  what  it  was  (lie  expected  of  him  ;  but,  ftill 
ivichheld  by  the  fidelity  he  had  fworn  to  the  emperor, 
or  by  the  danger  to  which  he  thought  her  majefty 
vras  expofing  hcrfelf,  he  prcfumed  to  fpeak  to  her 
of  the  obftacles  which  yet  remained  for  her  to  fur- 
mount  ;  and  added,  that  (he  ought  to  have  forefcen 
them.  She  haughtily  interrupted  him  ;  and  replied, 
•«  that  ftie  had  not  fent  for  him  to  a(k  him  what 
**  (he  ought  to  have  forefecn,  but  to  know  how  h? 
*•  intended  to  acl." 

*'  To  obey  your  majefty,"  returned  Villebois  in 
confufion;  and  went  to  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of 
his  regiment,  and  to  deliver  the  arfenals  to  the 
friends  of  Catharine. 

So  many  advantages  coft  the  emprefs  no  more 
than  two  hours.  She  faw  herfelf  already  furround- 
cd by  two  thoufand  warriors,  and  a  great  part  pf 

2  the 
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the  inhabitants  of  Petcrfburg,  who  mechanically 
followed  the  motions  of  the  foldiers,  and  were  eager 
to  applaud  them. 

The  hctman  Razuniofsky  advifed  her  then  to 
repair  to  the  church  of  Kazan,  where  everything 
was  prepared  for  her  reception.  She  accordingly 
fet  out,  attended  by  her  numerous  fuite.  The 
windows  and  doors  of  all  the  houfes  were  filled 
with  fpeftators,  who  mingled  their  acclamations 
with  the  fhouts  of  the  foldiers.  The  archbifliop  of 
Novgorod,  who,  appareled  in  his  facerdotal  robes, 
and  accompanied  by  a  great  number  of  priefts, 
whofc  long  beards  and  hoary  heads  gave  them  a 
venerable  appearance,  flood  at  the  altar  to  recdve 
her,  fet  the  imperial  crown  on  her  head,  proclaimed 
her  in  a  loud  voice  fovereign  of  all  the  Ruffias,  by 
the  name  of  Catharine  the  Second  ;  and  declared, 
at  the  fame  time,  the  young  grand  duke  Paul  Pe« 
trovitch  her  fucceffor.  A  Te  Deum  was  then 
chanted,  accompanied  with  the  fhouts  •  of  the 
multitude. 

This  ceremony  being  over,  the  emprefs  repaired 
to  the  palace  that  had  been  occupied  by  Elizabeth. 
The  gates  were  thrown  open  indifcriminately  to  all 
comers.  During  feveral  hours  the  crowd  flocked 
thither,  falling  on  their  knees  before  her,  and  taking 
the  oath  of  allegiance. 

*  The  nifTian  cry  on  joyful  occafions  is,  hurra !  This  word 
f»  written  Iij  fome  languages  huzza  ;  it  is  an  acclamation  common 
to  aim  oft  all  the  people  of  the  north. 

In 
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In  the  mean  time  the  confpirators  were  unwearied 
in  their  vifits  to  the  fcveral  quarters  of  the  town, 
to  put  them  in  a  ftate  of  defence  ;  everywhere  fta- 
tioning  a  guard,  and  placing  cannons  with  match 
lighted,  without  meeting  any  impediment  or  inter- 
ruption. Prince  George  of  Holftcin,  uncle  to  the 
emperor,  dared  to  venture  out,  followed  by  a  few 
faithful  foldiers  j  but  he  was  furrbunded,  forced  to 
furrender,  loaded  with  infults,  roughly  handled, 
and  dragged  to  prifon,  whence  the  emprcfs  deli- 
vered  him  after  fome  hours,  in  order  to  put  him 
under  arreft  in  his  own  houfe. " 

Not  only  no  refiftance  was  oppofed  to  the  par- 
tifans  of  Catharine,  but  none  of  the  friends  of  the 
tzar  once  thought  of  informing  him  of  what  was 
paffing  at  Peterfburg.  One  man  alone,  a  foreigner, 
named  Breffan  *,  who  owed  his  fortune  to  that 
prince,  had  the  refolution  to  inftance  his  gratitude 
and  fidelity.  He  caufed  a  domedic  to  put  on  the 
habit  of  a  countryman,  and  gave  him  a  written 
paper,  with  orders  to  deliver  it  only  into  the  hands 
of  the  emperor.  The  fervant  happened  to  pafs  juft 
as  the  confpirators  wex^  placing  a  guard  on  the 
Kalinka  bridge  over  the  Fontanka,  which  muft  be 
crofled  for  going  out  of  the  city  on  that  fide,  and 
made  the  beft  of  his  way  to  Oranienbaum ;  but,  on 
his  reaching  the  palace,  he  found  that  the  tzar  was 

•  He  came  into  the  coTintty  as  a  barber  and  peruke-maker, 
being  bora  in  the  ilate  of  Monacoi  and  was  a  natuiah'zed  French- 
man. 

not 
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not  there,  and  was  obliged  to  go  In  queft  of  him  t 
Peterhof. 

All  circumftances  feemed  to  concur  to  favour  the 
plot.  On  the  Peterhof  road,  and  at  fome  diftance 
from  Peter Iburg,  a  regiment  of  fixtcen  hundred 
men  was  encamped,  among  whom  no  fort  of  tam- 
pering had  been  praciifcd  ;  and  it  was  much  to  be 
apprehended  that,  on  the  very  firft  tidings  of  the 
revolt,  the  tzar  would  order  them  to  break  up  the 
camp,  and  join  his  holftein  troops.  No  fooner  were 
meafures  fet  on  foot  to  prevent  this  cataftrophey 
than  colonel  Olfufief,  who  commanded  that  regi- 
ment, and  had  heard  fome  confufed  reports  of  what 
was  going  forward  in  town,  made  his  appearance  for 
gaining  further  information.  The  confpirators  got 
about  him,  talked  to  him  with  enthufiafm,perfuaded 
him  by  arguments  adapted  to  the  purpofe ;  and 
Olfufief  prefently  returned  to  furrender  his  regi- 
ment to  Catharine.  At  the  very  moment  that  he 
was  harenguing  his  men,  an  order  from  Peter  ar- 
rived for  the  regiment  to  march  immediately  to  him. 
The  foldiers,  perplexed  and  confounded,  una- 
nimoufly  cried  out,  that  they  did  not  acknow^ 
ledge  him  for  emperor,  and  direftly  began  their 
march  to  go  and  augment  the  forces  of  the  conrplracy. 

Before  the  end  of  the  day  Catharine  had  already 
fifteen  thoufand  men  of  picked  troops.  The  city 
was  in  a  formidable  (late  of  defence.  Stridt  order 
prevailed  there ;  and  by  the  greateft  good  fortune, 
not  one  drop  of  blood  was  fhed. 

What 
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"What  principally  tended  to  the  fervicc  of  that 
rincefs,  was  the  intereft  and  concern  that  her  par- 
infpired  into  all  men  for  her,  by  propagating 
every  fide,  that  the  tzar  had  deflined  that  very 
^^kry  to  put  her  to  death  with  her  fon.     The  atrp- 
us  falfehood  was  believed  without  examination  ; 

fuccefs  was  the  reward  of  the  calumny. 

"When  the  emprefs  was  at  the  palace,  {he  fent 

^^irtout  delay  for   her    fon  Paul  Petrovitch.     A 

^^^tachment,  at  the  head  of  which  marched  a  trufty 

^  *tecer,   was  difpatched  to  fetch  him  ;    and  that 

T^^^ung  prince,   who  had  been  often  told  of  thd 

^  ^figns  of  the  tzar  againft  him,  on  his  waking  ia 

^^c  midft  of  the  foldiers,  was  feized  with  an  alarming 

^ight.     Panin  took  him  in  his  arms,  and  brought 

^iim  to  his  mother.     Catharine  then  led  him  into 

the  balcony  of  the  palace,  holding  him  up  to  fhew 

him  to  the  people,  whofe  acclamations  redoubled  at 

the  fight  of  the  child,  thinking  that  in  him  they 

beheld  the  new  emperor. 

A  report  all  at  once  got  up,  that  Peter  III.  wad 
no  qiore,  and  that  the  proceilion  with  his  corpf^ 
was  now  going  by.  A  profound  filence  then  took 
place  of  the  cries  of  the  multitude.  Several  foldiers 
in  long  black  cloaks,  with  torches  iii  their  hands^ 
walked  on  each  fide  of  a  large  coffin  covered  with  a 
pall,  and  preceded  by  a  number  of  priefts,  chanting 
their  litanies  as  the  proceffion  moved  along ;  while 
the  crowd  refpedfully  fell  back  on  both  fides,  to 
make  room  for  it  to  pafs.  But  afterwards  it  was 
VOL.  i«  R  not 
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.,     .;.^:c-u   :U£  diis  was  an  additional  ftratagem        ^ 

.    ^^    >    .:ie  confpirators   for    deceiving    the 
....^.^   .iiu  rbr  intimidating  the  partifans  of  the 


":x.  pfuicipl  nobles,  who,  for  the  moft  part, 

^^   jjarn  no  (hare  in  this  confpiracy,  and  who 

.    ;:arned  the  fuccefs  of  it  at  their  riling  in  the 

•ivi?iing,  reforted  immediately  to  the  palace;  where, 

.iv..d  to  difguife  their  aftonifliment  and  vexation, 

:x«  uQited  their  homages  and  their  oaths  of  fidelity 

A>  thole  which  the  multitude  had  juft  been  taking  to 

Citiiarine. 

Ihc  heads  of  the  confpiracy,  colleftcd  round  that 
*>rino:fs,  now  held  a  council,  refolved  to  profit  by 
the  difpofitions  of  the  army,  and  to  march  in  all 
hditc  direftly  to  the  emperor :  but,  in  the  mean 
ttuu\  for  putting  the  emprefs  in  fecurity  from  all 
stuck  by  fea,  or  rather  in  order  to  quiet  the  foldiers^ 
^ho  imagined  that  (he  was  liable  every  moment  to 
5v  vurprifed  and  aflaflinatcd  *,  they  condufted  her 
^vva  the  palace  of  Elizabeth,  into  an  old  palace 
i^.r;:t  ot  timber,  facing  a  large  open  place,  and  which 
iJvv  Turrounded  by  troops. 

Towards  noon  her  majefty,  entirely  fure  of  St. 
tVtcvlburg,  caufed  a  manifefto,  which  Odart  had 

•  •'liisari^^'*-^^^"^^^'^  ^*^^^^^"*'^  ^"^  *^^'*^"^^"^'  fincc,  in  order 
•  .  jiCJK*V>  ihc  winter  palace,  where  (he  was,  it  would  be 
.^  viljrv  to  j»o  up  the  Neva  in  boats,  and  pr.fs  the  thur.dcniig 
\,  ..'  .0  of  the  admiralty  {landing  by  the  fl'Je  of  it. 

fecretly 
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iecretly  caufed  to  be  printed  a  few  days  before,  to 

diftributed  throughout  the  city  *. 

This  publicatioii  being  made,  the  emprefs  caufed 

notification  to  be  delivered  to  the  foreign  minifters 

the  day  when  they  were  to  be  admitted  to  pay 

lieir  court,  and  prefent  their  compliments  of  ccxi- 

'atulation  on  the  event. 

While  thefe  things  were  tranfadting,  the  emprefs, 

tecorated  with  the  infignia  of  the  order  of  St. 

^..^ndrew,  and  habited  in  the  uniform  of  the  guards, 

rhich  (he  had  borrowed  for  the  occafion  of  a  very 

roung  officer,  named  Taliezin,  mounted  on  horfe- 

>ack,  and  rode  through  the  ranks  with  princefs 

"3)aflikof,  who  was  alfo  in  uniform.     It  was  then 

"^hat  Potemkin  f,  enfign  of  the  regiment  of  horfe- 

^uards,  perceiving  that  Catharine  had  no  plume  in 

^er  hat,  rode  up  to  offer  her  his.     The  horfe  on 

"^hich  Potemkin  was  mounted,  being  accuftomed 

-xo  form  into  the  fquadron,  was  fome  time  before 

he  could  be  brought  to  quit  the  fide  of  that  of  her 

jnajefty,  thereby  affording  her  an  opportunity  of 

lemarking  for  the  firfl  time  the  grace  and  agility  of 

him  who,  in  the  fequel,  gained  fuch  an  afcendant 

over  her. 

^  Sec  the  appendix,  No.  IV.  at  the  end  of  the  volume. 

+  Potemkin  ti-as  born  in  1736,  and  was  now  twcnty-fiX  yctrrs 
©Page.  Catharine  had  before  ft  en  him  with  Oilof ;  but  bciiig- 
<'n]y  one  of  the  fubordinate  corfpirators,  Il\e  did  not  appear  \o 
tukc  much  notice  of  him. 

R  2  The 
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-    ixeflantly  fuppHed  with  beer 

.:-..Aiidy  likewife    exprefled  their 

criced  vociferations  of  bourral 

^  ./  iicir  hats  and  caps ;  but  a  rcgU 

:rN,   of  which   Peter  III.   had  been 

,    <c  only  grand  duke,  and  which  he 

:•.;:.:  with  the  guards  on  his  acceffion 

\\<y  took  no  participation  in  this  tumul- 

The  officers,  having  all  refufcd  obe- 

*  v'icharine,  were  under  arreft,  and  replaced 

•.     rvf^rrs  of  other  regiments  ;  and  the  foIdiers9 

,  .  .;.!i  lilence  they  obferved,  formed  a  ftriking 

^ ;  wiih  the  furious  noife  and  gefticulations  of 

*<^ :  :>.e  party  was  too  (Irong  to  have  anything 
rroni  this  regiment ;  and  they  began  now 
;v  :tM-ch  the  troops  from  the  city,  to  proceed 
jjKj^ala.l  the  tzar.  Her  majefly  fat  down  to  dinner 
■•cir  All  open  window,  in  full  view  of  the  foldiers 
xr\i  t-i^r  multitudes  whom  curiofity  had  affembled 
i:i  tV  ample  place  before  the  palace. 

Tcccr  III.  had  yet  no  fufpicion  of  what  was 
iM.v:^:.  Ills  fecurity  was  even  fo  great,  that  he 
had  :hat  morning  caufed  a  faithful  officer  to  be  ar- 
rciivd,  who  the  evening  before,  having  had  feme 
uitiirvjitiors  of  the  confpiracy,  had  haftened  in  the 
ni^^hc  to  Oranicnbaum,  thinking  it  his  duty  to  in- 
u^xvx  him  of  it.  Peter  afterwards  fet  out  in  a  calafli, 
v.':h  his  millrcfs,  his  favourites,  and  the  women  of 
r  >  court,  for  Peterhof,  to  be  prefent  at  the  grand 

feflivfties 
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isftivities  of  the  following  day,  in  honour  of  St. 

tecer  and  St.  Paul.    The  tzar's  carriage  was  at- 

ended  by  feveral  others  ;  and  this  numerous  train 

roceeded  in  a  fwift  pace,  the  feveral  companies  with- 

gai]y  entertaining  themfelves  with  the  pleafures 

hey  ezpefled,  when  Gudovitch,  the  general  aide- 

-camp,  who  had  galloped  on  before,  was  perceived 

etuming  at  full  fpeed.     Gudovitch  had  met  on 

he  road  one  of  the  chamberlains  of  the  emprefs  *, 

oming'on  foot  to  his  mafter  to  inform  him  of 

datharine's  efcape,  and  the  uneafmefs  and  per- 

;jplezity  that,  in  confcquence  of  it,  filled  the  whole 

]|)alace  of  Peterhof.     At  this  unexpected  newSj 

<3rudovitch  turned  back,  and,  as  he  approached  the 

Czar's  carriage,  called  out  to  the  driver  to  (lop.  Peter, 

.^urprifed,  and  even  rather  angry,  not  knowing  what 

— '<ould  caufe  his  aide-de-camp  to  ride  back  with  fo 

much  fpeed,  a(ked  him  if  he  was  mad.     Gudovitch 

came  clofe  to  the  carriage,  and  whifpered  fome 

mrords  in  his  ear.     Peter  now  turned  pale,  and, 

ftrongly  agitated,  got  out  of  the  carriage,  and  went 

alide  with  Gudovitch  in  order  to  interrogate  him 

more  at  his  eafe.     Then  returning  to  the  carriage, 

and  having  defired  the  ladies  to  come  out,  he  (hewed 

them  a  gate  of  the  park,  through  which  he  bade 

them  join  him  at  the  front  of  the  palace,  regained 

the  carriage  with  fome  of  his  courtiers,  and  departed 

with  the  greatefl  expedition. 

*  His  name  was  Ifmailof. 

R  3  On 
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On  coming  to  Peterhof,  the  emperor  ran  to  the 
pavilion  that  had  been  occupied  by  Catharine ;  and 
in  his  confufion,  in  his  extreme  concern,  he  looked 
about  for  her  as  if  fhe  might  have  been  concealed 
under  the  bed,  or  in  one  of  the  cupboards.  He 
overwhelmed  all  he  met  with  queftions ;  but  no- 
body could  give  him  any  fatisfadion.  Thofe  of 
grener  penetration  than  the  reft  already  forefaw 
the  whole  extent  of  his  misfortune,  but  were  filent, 
that  they  might  not  increafe  his  affright.  Countefs 
Vorontzof  his  niiftrefe,  and  the  other  women,  who 
were  now  c(Mning  up  the  walks  of  the  garden,  were 
ftill  entirely  ignorant  of  what  it  could  be  that  had 
forced  tht  tz  ir  to  quit  them  in  the  midft  of  the  road. 
As  loon  as  Peter  perceived  the  countefs,  he  called  to 
her:  "  Romanovna,  will  you  believe  me  now? 
*'  Catharine  has  made  her  efcape.  I  told  you  that 
**  fhe  wal  capable  of  anything  !** 

In  the  mean  time  fome  boors,  who  were  re- 
turning from  St.  Peterft)urg,  related  to  a  group  of 
valets  whom  they  faw  ftanding  about  the  palace, 
what  they  knew  of  the  infurreftion  that  had  hap- 
pened, and  thefe  valets  talked  of  it  among  them- 
felves  in  whifpers,  but  neither  fpoke  of  it  to  their 
mafter  nor  to  any  of  the  courtiers.  A  gloomy 
fufpicion  already  prevailed  around  the  unhappy 
emperor.  It  feemed  as  if  a  fatal  prefentiment  had 
taken  poffeffion  of  every  heart,  as  the  forerunner 
of  his  fall,  and  filled  his  own  with  confufion  and 
4ifraky.     He  prefently  became  afraid  to  put  any 

more 
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vnore  queftions,  and  nobody  dared  to  give  him  any 
uiformacion. 

At  length  a  countryman  fuddenly  came  up  in  the 

znidf!:  of  this  affrighted  concourfe,  and  with  the 

^jfual  faiut^tion  of  a  profound  inclination  of  body, 

"S^ithout  pronouncing  a  fingle  word,  drew  from  the 

%>ofom  of  his  caftan  a  fealed  note,  which  he  pre-* 

Rented  to   the  emperor.      This  countryman  was 

^reflan's  domeftic.    The  emperor  took  the  note, 

:^an  his  eyes  haitily  over  it,  and  then  reading  it  aloud, 

^Snformed  thofe  who  were  {landing  round  him,  that 

sa  rebellion  had  broke  out  that  morning  at  Peterf- 

urg ;  that  the  troops  had  taken  arms  in  favour  of 

Catharine ;  that  fhe  was  going  to  be  crowned  in 

the  church  of  Kazan ;  and  that  the  whole  populace 

feemed  to  take  part  in  the  infurreftion. 

The  tzar  feemed  greatly  dejefted  at  thefe  tidings. 
The  courtiers  did  their  utmoft  to  communicate  to 
him  a  courage  which  they  did  no:  themfel  ves  polfefs. 
The  chancellor  Vorontzof  obfervcd,  that  it  was 
highly  poffible  that  Catharine  might  have  ufed  her 
endeavours  to  make  the  foldiery  and  the  people 
rife,  but  that  this  flight  fermentation  could  not  be 
attended  with  any  dangerous  confequences  ;  and  if 
the  tzar  would  give  his  confent,  he  would  hafte  im- 
mediately to  Peterfburg,  and  be  bound  to  bring  th^ 
emprefs  back. 

The  tzar,  without  hcfitation,  accepted  the  chan* 
cellor's  propofal ;  and  that  minider  departed  for 
town.     On  entering  the  palace,  he  found  the  em- 

u  4  prefs 
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prefs  furrounded  by  a  multitude  of  people  in  the  ad 
of  doing  homage.     He  nevcrthelels  had  the  bQld# 
nefs  to  reprefent  to  her  vfith  ia  becoming  confidence 
the  danger  to  which   (he  was  expofmg   herfelf. 
*'  You  may,"  fatd  he,  **  madam,  have  fome  fucce(s ; 
•*  but  it  will  not  be  of  long  duration.     Is  it  there^ 
^*  fore  afting  wifely  to  truft  to  the  blind  zeal  of  your 
^'  imprudent  friends  ?     Is  it  worth  while,  for  th^ 
f <  fake  of  fharing  with  them  in  a  momentary  reign, 
^*  to  make  an  irreconcileable  enemy  cf  your  hut 
^'  band  ?     Why  take  up  arms  againft  him,  when 
it  is  fo  eafy  for  you  to  obtain  whatever  you  can 
defire    by   the    gentlcnefs    of  your  perfuafioa 
•'  and  the  fuperiority  of  your  mind  ?    Confider, 
that  the  regiments  of  the  guards  do  not  compofe 
the  whole  army  of  the  tzar,  and  that  the  in- 
^*  habitants  of  St.  Peteriburg  are  but  a  very  weak 
f*  part  of  the  ruffian  nation."     Catharine  calmly 
replied,  ^^  You  fee  how  it  is :  it  is  not  I  that  am 
**  doing  anything ;  I  only  yield  to  the  ardent  fcn- 
*<  fibility  of  the  nation." 

The  chancellor,  who  aftually  faw  the  crowd  every 
mom(snt  increafmg,  and  read  in  the  angry  looks  of 
fome  of  the  confpirators  that  thefe  rejnonftrances 
might  be  attended  with  the  word  of  confequence$ 
to  him,  forgot  his  duty,  took  the  oath  with  the  refl, 
and  aJded,  *'  I  will  ferve  you  in  the  council,  ^ 
^*  madam  •,  but  I  am  ufelcfs  in  the  field.  My  prcr 
?*  fence  might  even  be  dilpleafmg  to  thofe  who 
ff  have  been  hearing  niy  addrcfs  to  you  ;  and  that 

9  **  I  may 
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*•  I  may  avoid  exciting  their  jealoudeSj  I  befeech 
**  your  raajefty  to  let  me  remain  in  my  houfe,  under 
"  the  guard  of  fome  trufty  officer/'  To  this 
reafonable  requeft  the  emprefs  confented.  She 
fent  him  home,  with  orders  not  to  quit  his  houfe* 
By  this  prudent  precaution,  the  chancellor  was  at 
once  fafe  from*the  vindidive  fpirit  of  the  partifans 
of  Catharine^  and  from  the  fufpicions  of  the  tzar. 

At  fix  in  the  evening,  Catharine  a  fecond  time 
mounted  her  horfe ;  and,  with  a  drawn  fword  in 
her  hand,  and  an  oaken  wreath  about  her  temples, 
jhe  haftened  co  put  herfelf  at  the  head  of  her  troops 
that  were  already  on  their  march.  Princefs  Daflikof 
and  the  hetman  Razumofsky  rode  one  on  each  (ide 
of  her.  A  crowd  of  courtiers  followed ;  all  of  them 
vying  with  each  other  who  fhould  difplay  the  greateft 
ardour  in  (baring  her  dangers,  and  partaking  in  her 
triumph.  Her  army  was  augmented  by  a  new 
gcceffion  of  three  thoufand  kozaks  well  mounted, 
ivhom  the  emperor  had  ordered  to  file  off  towards 
Pomerania,  but  who  were  ftopped  on  the  way  by  a 
meflenger  from  the  hetman,  with  diredions  to 
jom  him. 

After  the  departure  of  the  chancellor  Vorontzof, 
the  tzar  had  continued  a  prey  to  the  moft  dif- 
treffing  anxieties.  He  was  every  inftant  receiving 
ibme  news  of  the  progrefs  of  the  revolution. 
It  was  impoffible  for  him  any  longer  to  make  it  a 
matter  of  doubt.  Surroimded  by  women  in  tears^ 
fnd  young  courtiers  incapable  of  giving  advice,  ho 

ftroUed 
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rti^ej  with  great  ftrides  about  the  walks  of  th 
^A.ucuii«  forming  twenty  different  plans,  and  ad 
^cii.ii: 'o  none:  one  while  indulging  in  violent  im 

.cvijeions  againft  Catharine;  then  dictating ufelefi 

.a.iiiciloes.     When  the  hour  of  dinner  was  come, 
ic  commanded  it  to  be  ferved  up  on  the  margin  o; 
;:>c  fea,  and  feemed  for  fome  time  to  have  a  refpite 
:rv.iii  his  forrowful  refleftions. 

13a:  this  refpire  was  of  (hort  duration*  His  af» 
frighted  imagination  foon  held  up  again  the  danger 
that  menaced  him,  and  he  difpatched  an  order 
CO  the  three  thoufand  Holfteiners  whom  he  had 
left  at  Oranienbaum,  to  come  immediately  with 
their  artillery.  It  was  ju(t  at  this  point  of  time 
that  the  venerable  marfhal  Munich  made  his  ap- 
pearance. 

Munich,  whom  the  emperor  refpefted  on  account 
of  his  great  military  reputation,  and  whom  he  had 
almofl  affronted  by  requcfting  him  to  adopt  the 
new  pruffian  exercife  ;  Munich  was  the  only  man 
who  was  able  to  give  him  falutary  advice,  and  he 
gave  it  him.  "  Yourmajefty's  troops  are  arriving," 
UiJ  the  veteran  cc^mmander.  "  Let  us  put  our- 
**  fclves  at  their  head,  and  march  llraight  to  Pe- 
**  toriburg.  You  have  ftill  many  friends  there  r 
^*  immediately  on  your  appearance  they  will  arm  in 
^'  your  defence.  I'he  principal  part  of  the  guards 
•*  urconly  under  a  momentary  alitnation,into  which 
**  they  have  been  mifled,  and  will  focn  ranc;e  them.- 
*'*  felvcs  under  your  ftandard.     Befidcs,  if  we  are 

8  "  forced 
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"  forced  to  come  to  aftion,  be  aflured  that  the 
••  rebels  will  not  long  difpute  with  you  the  palm  of 
«•  viaory.'* 

This  refojiution  feemed  feafible  to  the  tzar,  but  it 
-was  far  from  pleafing  his  tirpid  courtiers ;  and  while 
they  were  preparing  to  begin  their  march,  news 
arrived  of  the  emprcfs*s  approach,  whofe  army  was 
Jaid   to  confift  of  twenty  thoufand   men.      The 
"xvomen  cried  out,  that  it  would  be  better  to  go  back 
"Co  Oranienbaum.     Peter  himfelf  feemed  determined 
3iot   to  expofe  his  perfon.     **  WelU"    returned 
^lunich,  "  if  you  wifli  to  decline  a  battle  with  the 
^«  rebels,  it  is  not  advifable  for  you,  at  any  rate,  to 
^*  flay  to  be  attacked  by  them  here,  where  you  have 
^*  no  means  of  deTending  yourfelf  to  advantage. 
^*  Neither  Oranienbaum   nor  Peterhof  are  in  a 
^^  capacity  to   hold  out  a  ficge.     But   Cronftadt 
■^*  offers  you  a  fafe  retreat.     Cronftadt  is  ftill  under 
^*  your  command.     You  have  there  a  formidable 
^^  fleet,  and  a  numerous  garrifon.     It  is,  in  fhort, 
^*  from  Cronftadt  that  you   will  find  it  an  eafy 
^  '  matter  to  bring  PeterflDurg  back  to  its  duty." 
This  advice  was  unanimoufly  applauded.  General 
levers  was  immediately  fent  off  in  a  boat  to  take 
he  command   of  Cronftadt  • ;  and  fcarcely  were 

two 

♦  The  Ifland  of  Cronftadt  lies  oppofitc  to  Oranienbaum,  at 
icdlftance  of  feven  vcrlls.     When  in  poflTeflion  of  the  Swedes 
^'^L  was  called  Retufari,  and  by  the  RuiTians  KotloLoftrof,  ketllc- 
^^and.     In  1723  Pcttr  the  great  named  it  Cronftadt,  or  crown 

town. 
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two  yachts  prepared  for  the  departure  of  the 
than  an  officer  came  to  aflfure  him  that  he  mighi^ 

rel 


town,  as  being  the  crown  to  his  new  citj :  it  is  fituate  in  tb 
eaftern  extremity  of  the  gulf  of  Finland,  is  thirty- nine  verfti 
W.  N.  W .  diftant  from  St.  Petcrfbuig,  and  from  Seftrabek  twelve. 
The  ifland  is  eight  Terfts  in  length  from  £•  to  W.  and  about 
one  verft  in  breadth ;  it  is  flat,  about  eight  fathom  higher  than 
the  level  of  the  fea,  with  fome  woody  parts  of  birch  and  firs.    Ita 
ftrata,  under  the  turf,  as  was  feen  in  digging  the  canals,  are  day 
and  limeftone.     Two  fmaller  iflands  on   its  fouthem  fide  are 
ftrongly  fortified,  one  of  which  has  the  name  of  Cronflot.     The 
town  and  fort  of  Cronfladt  were  built  by  Peter  T.  in  lyio.     It 
has  two  fine,  fecure,^  and  fpacious  harbours^  one  for  the  imperial 
navy,  and  the  other  for  merchant- Ihips,  of  which  it  is  Tull  during 
the  fummer  and  autumn  months.  The  town  occupies  the  eaftern 
part  of  the  ifland,  is  large,  has  many  good  houfes,  feveral  churches, 
a  cuftom^houfe^  and  other  public  buildings.     Here  is  alfo  ao 
englifh  church  with  a  miniiler,  for  the  benefit  of  the  maftcn  and 
failors  of  the  fliips  that  rcfort  hither  in  the  fervice  of  the  raffia 
trade.   The  harbour  for  the  (hips  of  war  is  extremely  remarkable, 
and  frequently  vifited  by  foreigners  to  their  great  fatisfadion. 
It  is  protcAcd  by  piers  and  batteries,  and  belonging  to  it  is  the 
famous  Peter's  canal  and  the  docks.     The  caRal  was  begun  by 
Peter  I.  and  completed  under  Elizabeth,  by  general  Lubras.     It 
is  faced  with  mafonry,  one  thoufand  and  fifty  fathoms  in  length, 
at  bottom  fixty,  and  at  top  one  hundred  fathoms  broad,  twenty- 
four  fathoms  deep,  and  in  this  Aate  extends  three  hundred  and 
fifty-eight  fathoms  into  the  fea.     Adjacent  to  the  canal  are  the 
docks,  in  which  ten  and  more  fhips  may  be  repaired  at  a  time. 
They  are  provided  with  proper  fluices,  for  admitting  and  for 
letting  out  the  fliips.     The  evacuation  of  the  bafon,  after  letting 
}n  a  veflel,  is  performed  by  a  fleam-engine.   «The  other  canals 

made 
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rely  on  the  fidelity  of  that  place.  Peter,  who 
thought  he  already  faw  Catharine  at  the  gates  of 
Peterhof,  precipitately  got  on  board,  followed  by  his 
afirighted  court  and  the  intrepid  Munich. 

It  feemed  as  if  fome  dreadful  fatality  hung  over 
the  head  of  the  unfortunate  monarch  to  fruftrate  all 
the  wifeft  meafures  he  adopted.  Everything  in 
Cronftadt  had  aflumed  a  new  face  within  the  fpace 
of  a  few  hours.  The  fleet  and  the  regiments,  which 
had  juft  received  general  Lie  vers  with  cries  of  joy, 
and  fwearing  to  continue  their  fealty  to  the  tzar, 
had  already  broke  out  into  open  revolt:  Lieverswas 
deprived  of  the  command  and  put  into  prifon } 
and  this  rapid  change  was  the  effect  of  a  flratagem. 

During  the  firft  hours  of  the  infurredion,  and  in 
the  meafures  that  were  primarily  taken  for  enfuring 
its  fucccfs,  not  one  of  the  confpirators  had  beilowed 
a  thought  upon  the  fort  of  Cronftadt.  It  was  not 
even  till  afternoon  that  fomebody,  reflefting  on  the 
importance  of  that  place,  remarked  the  miftake 
they  had  committed  in  neglefting  it  fo  long.  Ad- 
miral Taliezin  made  the  offer  to  go  and  take  pof- 
leffion  of  it.  It  was  accepted.  He  embarked  in  his 
long-boat,  exprefsly  forbad  his  rowers  to  mention 
whence  they  came,  4nd  arrived  at  Cronftadt.     Ge- 


made  by  order  of  the  late  cmprefj,  the  large  mole  furrounded  by 
a  pier  of  granite,  conftructed  under  the  direction  of  admiral 
Greig,  with  many  other  particulars,  render  Cronftadt  richly 
worthy  the  obferYatlon  of  all  tntvellcrs  into  thofc  parts. 

neral 
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neral  Lievers,  who  kept  on  the  look-out,  as  he  ex- 
peftcd  every  moment  the  emperor,  ran  forward  t 
meet  Taliezin,  and  artfully  endeavoured  to  dif- 
cover  whether  he  was  of  Catharine's  party ;  but 
Taliezin,  more  artful  than  he,  pretended  ignorance 
of  the  effcfts  of  the  revolt ;  faying,  that  being  at  his 
countryrhoufe,  apd  hearing  a  confufed  account  of 
fome  diflurbance  that  had  happened  at  Peterlburg, 
he  was  hurrying  to  get  on  board  the  fleet,  whither 
his  duty  called  him.  Lievers  believed  the  ftory,  and 
went  his  way.  Taliezin  immediately  repaired  to  the 
quarter  of  the  failors,  harangued  them,  told  them 
of  the  fuccefs  of  the  emprefs,  that  they  could  noido 
better  than  to  declare  for  her,  diftributed  among 
them  brandy  and  money,  and  engaged  them  to 
follow  him  to  arrefl  the  commandant.  Some  fol- 
diers  joined  themfelves  to  the  failors.  Lievers  was 
inftantly  thrown  into  prifon,  and  Taliezin  remained 
mafter,  in  the  name  of  the  emprefs,  of  a  place,  the 
pofTeffion  whereof  might  have  been  the  falvation  of 
the  tzar,  or  at  lead  have  Nfurniflied  himvriththe 
means  of  making  a  (lout  refiftancc. 

Precifely  while  this  fcene  was  tranfaclingj^  Peter 
prefented  himfelf  before  the  mouth  of  the  harbour. 
Taliezin  had  already  made  the  difpofitions  for  pre- 
venting his  coming  on  fhore.  A  part  of  the  gar- 
rifon,  under  arms,  lined  the  coaft.  The  cannons 
were  levelled,  the  matches  lighted,  and  at  the 
moment  when  the  foremaft  yacht  cafl  anchor,  the 
ccntinel  called  out^  **  Who  comes  there  ?*'  —  '*  The 
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"  emperor,"  it  was  anfwered  from  the  yacht. 
"  There  is  no  emperor/'  replied  the  centlnel.  Pe- 
ter darted  forward  ;  and,  throwing  back  bis  cloak, 
to  fliew  the  badges  of  his  order,  exclaimed,  *^  What ! 
*'  do  you  not  know  me  ?"  —  "  No,"  ejaculated  a 
thoufand  voices  at  once,  "  we  know  of  no  emperor. 
**  Long  live  the  emprefs  Catharine!"  Then  Ta- 
liezin  threatened  to  fink  the  yacht  if  it  did  not  put 
oflF  in  an  inftant.  Peter  retired  in  great  confterna- 
tion :  but  Gudovitch  took  him  by  the  arm  ;  and, 
laying  hold  pn  one  of  the  timbers  at  the  entrance  of 
the  mole ;  "  Put  your  hands  by  the  fide  of  mine/' 
faid  he,  *^  and  let  us  leap  on  fliore.  None  will 
*'  dare  to  fire  upon  you,  and  Cronfladt  will  ftill 
'*  belong  to  your  majefty  */' 

Munich  feconded  the  advice  of  Gudovitch  ;  but 
in  vain.  In  his  difmay,  Peter  III.  would  confent 
to  nothing  but  flight,  and  ran  to  hiJe  himfelf  in 
the  cabin  of  the  yacht,  among  the  terrified  women. 
They  did  not  even  give  themftlves  time  to  raife  the 
anchor ;  but  cut  the  cable,  and  went  oiT  by  the  ufe 
of  their  oars. 

When  the  yachts  were  at  a  confidcrable  diftance 
from  the  port,  the  rowers  flopped.  It  was  a  fine 
night ;  and  Munich  and  Gudovitch,  fitting  upon 
deck,  contemplated  in  filent  forrow  the  ftarry  fky 
and  the  calm  furface  of  the  fea.  The  fteerfman 
came  down  into  the  cabin,  to  afk  the  tzar  whither 

•  Coiintefs  Iirucc  and  madam  Z3gi::Iflcy,  who  Vcrc  both  pre- 
fcnt,  have  frequently  related  this  tranfad^ioii. 

he 
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he  would  pleafe  to  be  taken  in  the  veffel.  Pet 
ordered  Munich  to  be  called,  and  faid  to  him 
^^  Field-marflial^  I  perceive  that  I  was  too  late  i 
•*  following  your  advice  ;  but  you  fee  to  what  ex 
"  tremities  I  am  reduced.  You,  who  have  efcaped 
««  from  fo  many  dangers,  tell  me,  I  befecch  you, 
**  what  I  ought  to  do."  —  "  Proceed  immediately 
"  to  join  the  fquadron  at  Reval,"  returned  Mu- 
nich ;  "  there  take  a  fhip,  go  on  to  Pomerania, 
**  put  yourfelf  at  the  head  of  your  army,  return  to 
*'  Ruflia,  and  I  promife  you,  that  in  fix  weeks 
**  Peterlburg  and  all  the  reft  of  the  empire  will  be 
"  in  fubjedion  to  you." 

The  women  and  the  courtiers,  as  if  they  had 
come  to  an  agreement  to  ruin  the  unfortunate  Peter, 
began  direftly  to  cry  out,  that  the  rowers  would 
never  have  ftrength  enough  to  reach  Reval^. 
*^  Well  then,"  replied  Munich,  "  we  will  all  row 
*'  with  them."  But  fuch  generous  counfel  coiJild 
not  be  agreeable  to  this  timid  or  treacherous  court. 
They  fhuddered  at  ir.  They  feemed  to  try  which 
fliould  be  moft  eager  in  afluring  the  emperor  that 
his  danger  was  not  fo  great  as  he  imagined ;  that 
Cacharine  only  wanted  to  come  to  an  accommoda* 
tion  with  him,  and  that  it  was  far  better  to  nego- 
tiate than  to  fight.  The  imbecil  prince,  whofe 
greateft  misfortune  it  ever  had  been  not  to  be  able 

*  The  anclciu  town  of  Rcval,  with  its  harbour  and  fort,  is 
fitualc  on  the  guii  of  Finland,  59"  2(/  22"  N.  L.  and  42^27'  30" 
Iciig.  diilaDt  ihrcc  hur;drcd  and  forty  'vcribfrom  St.  Peterlburg, 

to 
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to  refolve  on  the  courageous  fide,  yielded  to  thefe  re- 
prefentations,  and  gave  orders  to  the  pilot  to  make 
for  Oranienbaum. 

It  was  four  in  the  morning  when  they  reached 
that  place.  Some  of  the  emperor's  domeftics,  in 
great  alarm,  came  to  receive  him.  He  commanded 
them  not  to  divulge  the  news  of  his  return,  fhut' 
himfelf  up  in  his  apartment3  ftri£Uy  forbidding  any 
perfon  to  be  admitted,  and  fecretly  wrote  to  the 
emprefs. 

At  ten  o'clock  he  came  out  with  a  countenance 
tolerably  calm  and  ferene/  Thofe  of  his  holftein 
guards  who  were  come  back  to  Oranienbaum,  ran 
and  furrounded  him,  (hedding  tears  of  affedion  and 
joy".  They  kiflfed  his  hands,  they  embraced  his 
.  knees,  they  preflfed  him  to  march  them  againft  the 
army  of  the  emprefs,  and  folemnly  fwore  that  they 
were  all  to  a  man  ready  to  facrifice  their  lives  in 
*  defence  of  his.  .  Old  Munich  once  more  tried  what 
.  influence  he  might  have  upon  Peter,  and  feized 
this  occafion  for  exhorting  him  to  make  a  coura- 
geous ftand  in  his  own  defence.  **  Come,"  faid" 
he,  "  march  againft  the  rebels.  I  will  go  before 
**  you,  arid  their  fwords  (hall  not  reach  you  till 
•'  they  have  pierced  my  body."  But  the  perfua- 
fion  of  Munich  had  no  more  eflfeft  on  the  tzar  than 
the  noble  devotednefs  of  his  holftein  troops. 

While  all  this  was  tranfafting,  the  emprefs,  at 
the  head  of  her  army,  had  come  to  a  halt  at 
Krafno^'-kabac,  a  fmall  public-houfe  by  the  road- 

VOL.  I.  s  fide. 
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fide  *,  exaflly  eight  verfts  from  PeterAurg,  and 
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had  turned  into  the  firft  rooin»  where  (he 
for  feme  hours,  on  the  cloaks  which  the  officers  of 
her  fuite  had  made  for  her  into  a  bed.  At  break 
of  day,  Gregory  Orlof,  with  a  few  determined  io» 
lunteers,  had  been  to  reconnoitre  the  environt  of 
Peterhof,  and  finding  there  only  foine  peafimtt 
armed  with  fcythes,  who  had  been  coUe£ted  the 
preceding  evening,  he  difperfed  them  by  blows  with 
the  flat  of  his  fabre,  and  made  them  join  him  in  the 
cries  of  **  Long  live  the  emprefs  !**  At  five  in  the 
morning,  Catharine  got  again  on  horfeback,  and 
rode  to  the  monaflery  of  St.  Sergius  f ,  near  Strelna» 
where  fhe  made  a  fecond  halt. 

The  emprefs  was  ftill  there  when  fhe  received  the 
letter  from  the  tzar,  in  which  he  told  her  that  he 
acknowledged  his  mifconduft,  and  propofed  to  fhare 

*  Krafnoe-kabac  is  rather  a  better  fort  of  public-boufct  fre- 
quented chiefly  for  little  funday^excurfions,  by  the  tradcfmen  of 
the  town,  particularly  the  Germans.  A  billiard-room  is  on  one 
liand  of  the  door,  and  on  the  other  an  ordinary  parlour ;  into 
the  latter  the  emprefs  with  princefs  Daihkof  entered  :  and  here 
(the  old  landlady,  who  died  about  a  dozen  years  ago,  hat  often 
related)  they  ordered  a  fmall  fire  to  be  lighted,  and  employed 
ihemfclves  a  cotifiderable  time  in  burning  a  great  ftore  of  ietten 
and  papers.  Krafnoe  fignifies  redf  and  kabac,  a  public-houle  : 
the  hoiife  is  painted  all  over  red. 

f  Svetotro'itfkaia  Sergiyevfkaia  puflin«,  the  holy-trinity  her- 
mitage of  St.  Sergius,  is  a  fmall  monaflery,  fubflantially  b^ilt  of 
brick,  furrounded  by  a  quadrangular  cloider,  inclofing  a  church 
and  tliree  chapels ;  it  is  iixtccn  verfts  from  St.  Peterflairg,  and 
has  now  but  few  monks. 

a  the 
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the  fovereign  authority  with  her.  But  Catharine 
returned  him  no  anfwer^  detained  the  me{renger» 
and  prefently  after  fet  out  again. 

Peter  now  learning  that  the  emprefs  was  ap- 
proaching, ordered  one  of  his  horfes  to  be  faddled, 
in  the  defign  of  efcaping,  alone  and  difguifed,  to* 
wards  the  frontiers  of  Poland.  But,  always  pufil- 
lanimousy  always  irrefolute,  he  fhortly  after  gave 
orders  to  difmantle  his  little  fortrefs  at  Oranien- 
baum,  in  order  to  convince  Catharine  that  he  in- 
tended to  make  no  refiflance ;  and  wrote  to  her  a 
fecond  letter,  imploring  her  mercy  and  a(king  her 
pardon  in  the  mod  humiliating  expreilions.  He 
alTured  her  at  the  fame  time  that  he  would  reiign 
to  her  the  crown  of  Ruifia,  and  petitioned  her  only 
to  grant  him  a  penflon,  with  liberty  to  retire  into 
Hoiftein. 

Catharine  deigned  no  more  to  reply  to  this  letter 
than  fhe  had  done  to  the  former ;  but  after  having 
converfed  fome  time  with  the  chamberlain  Ifmailof, 
who  had  brought  it,  and  whom  fhe  eafily  perfuaded 
to  betray  his  mafter,  fhe  fent  him  back  to  the  tzar 
to  determine  him  to  fubmit  unconditionally  to  her 
will.  , 

Ifmailof  returned  to  Oranienbaum,  attended  by 
a  fingle  fervant  *•     The  tzar  had  then  with  him 

♦  Ifmailof  entered  the  park  of  Oranienbaum  with  only  one 
ferrant ;  but  Gregory  Orlof,  Potemkin^  and  a  great  number  of 
Ibldiers  were  waiting  for  him  without  the  gate,  and  compofed 
:he  retinue  of  the  carriage  ths^t  conveyed  Peter  III,  to  Peto-hof. 

s  2  his 
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his  holftein  guard,  confiding  of  fix  hundred  men. 
Thefe  he  ordered  to  keep  at  a  diftance^  and  fliuC 
himfelf  up  with  the  chamberlain,  who  exhorted 
him  to  abandon  his  troops  and  to  repair  to  the 
emprefs,  aflfuring  him  that  he  would  be  well  re^ 
ceived,  and  would  obtain  of  her  all  that  he  wifh* 
ed.  Peter  hefitated  for  fome  time:  but  Ifmailof 
telling  him  that  he  itiuft  make  no  delay,  for  that 
his  life  was  in  danger,  he  followed  the  advice  of 
this  traitor.  Ifmailof  then  helped  him  into  a  car- 
riage with  Romanovna  Vorontzof  and  Gudovitch, 
and  they  took  the  road  of  Peterhof. 

The  unfortunate  tzar  thought  that  fo  much  refig- 
nation  might  move  the  heart  of  Catharine.  He  was 
prefently  undeceived.  When  the  carriage  in  which 
he  rode  palTed  through  the  army,  the  kozaks  whom 
the  emperor  firft  met,  and  who  had  never  feen  him^ 
kept  a  mournful  filence  ;  he  himfelf  felt  a  lively 
emotion :  then  the  reiterated  vociferations  of  *^  Long 
**  live  Catharine  !**  completed  his  defpondency. 

On  (lepping  out  of  the  carriage)  his  n^iflrefs  was 
carried  off  by  the  foldiers,  who  tore  off  her  riband  *, 
with  which  princefs  Daflikof,  her  fifter,  was  aimed 
inftantly  decorated.  His  general  aide-de-camp  Gu- 
dovitch was  likewife  infulted  ;  but  he  preferved  the 
.utmoft  tranquillity  of  mind,  and  in  a  dignified 
manner  reproached  the  rebels  with  their  infolence 
and  treafon. 

*  It  hat  been  pretended  by  fome  perfonsj  thit  it  was  princefs 
Daflikof  herfelf  that  pulled  it  off. 

The 
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The  tzar  was  led  up  the  grand  ftaircafe.  There 
the  attendants  dripped  him  of  the  marks  of  his 
order  j  they  took  off  his  clothes ;  and,  on  i:an- 
facking  the  pockets^  found  feveral  diamonds  and 
pieces  of  jewellery  ^  After  having  remained  there 
fome  time  in  his  fhirt,  and  barefoot,  a  butt  to  the 
outrages  of  an  infolent  foldiery,  they  threw  over 
him  an  old  morning-gown,  and  (hut  him  up  alone 
in  a  roam,  with  a  guard  at  the  door. 

Count  Panin,  being  fent  by  the  emprefs,  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  tzar,  and  had  a  long  conference  with 
bim.  'He  told  him  that  her  majefty  would  not  long 
keep  him  in  confinement,  but  fend  him  into  Holftein 
according  to  his  own  requeft.  To  this  promife 
he  added  feveral  others,  probably  without  the  de- 
fign  of  keeping  any.  He  concluded  his  vifit  by 
making  hiin  write  and  l\^  the  following  declsi- 
ration; 

••  During  the  (hort  fpace  of  ray  abfolute  rcign  over  the  empire 
"  of  Kuffia,  I  became  fenfible  that  I  was  not  able  to  fupport  fo 
'*  great  a  burden,  and  that  my  abiHtics  were  not  equal  to  the 
f*  tafk  of  governing  fo  great  an  empire,  either  as  a  fovereigp, 
f*  orln  any  other  capacity  whatever.  1  alfo  forefaw  the  great 
f*  trpublps  which  muA  thence  have  arifen,  and  have  been  fol- 
'*  lowed  with  the  total  ruin  of  the  empire,  and  my  own  eternal 
f  •  difgrace.  After  having  therefore  ferioufly  refle6ied  thereon, 
f*  I  declare,  without  condraint,  and  in  the  moft  folemn  manner, 
*<  to  the  ruilian  empire,  and  to  the  whole  univerfe,  that  I  fpr 
f  f  ever  renounce  the  govejrqm^n^  of  the  faid  empire,  never  dc- 
^f  firing  hereafter  to  reign  thereiui  either  as  an  abfolute  fovercign, 
♦*  or  under  any  other  form  of  government ;  never  wi(hing  ta 
ff  afoire  thereto,  to  ufe  any  meant,  of  any  fort,  for  that  purpofe 

S3  <'  Ai 
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<«  At  a  pledge  of  which,  I  fwear  finccrely«  before  God  and  all 
**  the  world,  to  this  prefent  renunciation,  written  and  figned 
•'  thig  29th  of  June  O.  S.  1762." 

Thus,  not  fatisfied  with  depriving  him  of  hi& 
crown,  it  was  thought  fit  to  make  him  the  mur- 
derer of  his  own  reputation ;  and  this  unfortunate 
prince,  moved  with  the  vain  hope  of  life,  figned 
this  paper  declaring  his  convidtion  of  his  inability  to 
govern  the  empire,  either  as  a  fovereign,  or  in  any 
other  capacity,  and  his  fenfe  of  the  diftrefs  in  which 
his  continuing  at  the  head  of  affairs  would  inevitably 
involve  it. 

Having  obtained  this  fatal  aft,  count  Panin  left 
him  ;  and  Peter  feemed  to  enjoy  a  greater  compo* 
fure  of  mind.  In  the  evening,  however,  an  officer, 
with  a  (Irong  efcort,  came  and  conveyed  him  a  pri-t 
foner  to  Ropfcha,  a  fmall  imperial  palace  at  the 
diftance  of  about  twenty  verfts  from  Petcrhof, 

Thus  was  a  revolution  of  fuch  immenfe  import* 
ance  effected  in  one  day,  and  without  (bedding  a 
fingle  drop  qf  blood.  The  unfortunate  emperor 
enjoyed  the  power,  of  which  he  had  made  fo  im* 
prudent  and  impolitic  an  ufe,  no  longer  than  fix, 
months.  His  wife,  without  any  hereditary  title, 
was  fovereign  miftrefs  pf  the  ruffian  empire  ;  and 
the  mod  abfolute  power  on  earth  was  now  held  by 
an  eleSive  monarch. 

Immediately  on  thi^  revolution  a  number  of  ma- 
nifeffoes  appeared,  in  which  the  conduct  of  the  late 
tzar  was  feverely  condemned,  th^  weaknefs  of  his 

peifonM 
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perfonal  charafter  expofed,  and  defigns  of  the 
blacked  kind^  even  that  of  murdering  his  confort, 
attributed  to  him.  Thofe  manifeftoes  at  the  fame 
time  were  filled  with  the  flrongeft  declarations  of 
aflfedion  from  the  emprefs  to  the  fubje£):s  of  Ruflia, 
of  regard  to  their  interefts^  and  of  attachment  to 
their  religion ;  and  they  are  all  filled  with  fuch 
.  unaffeded  and  fervent  flrains  of  piety,  as  muft  needs 
prove  extremely  edifying  to  thofe  who  are  ac« 
quainted  with  the  fentiments  of  pure  religion,  by 
which  great  princes  are  generally  animated  on  oc« 
cafions  of  this  nature. 

In  the  mean  time  Peterfburg  had  been,  fince  the 
preceding  day,  in  a  (late  of  uncertainty  and  expec- 
tation. Nobody  had  yet  come  with  intelligence  of 
Catharine^s  fucceiTes.  Peter  III.  had  ftill  fome 
friends  in  that  city  j  and  if  he  had  had  force  enough 
to  attack  and  repulfe  the  rebels,  its  inhabitants 
would  have  received  him  with  eagemefs,  as  the 
means  of  appeafing  his  refentment.  The  foreign 
merchants,  who  live  there  in  great  numbers,  dread- 
ed above  all  things  the  fury  of  the  ruffian  foldiers^ 
who  perhaps,  by  plundering  their  houfes  and  abufing 
their  perfons,  would  have  thought  they  ad:ed  me- 
ritoriouily  in  the  opinion  of  the  emperor.  Accord- 
ingly many  of  them  haftily  conveyed  their  moit 
valuable  effe£ls  on  board  the  veflfcls  belonging  to 
their  nation,  and  at  the  fame  time  kept  ia  readinefs 
to  embark  themfelves.  Towards  evening  the  noife 
of  cannon  that  was  heard  from  a  diflance,  fpread  a 

i  4  fudden 
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fudden  alarm  throughout  the  city ;  but  it  was  fooq: 
remarked,  that  thefe  firings,  being  heard  at  regular 
intervals,  and  the  tzar  fending  no  one  to  fecure 
Peterfburg,  this  noife  could  only  announce  the  vic- 
tory of  the  emprefs.  Tranquillity  was  thencer 
forward  reftored,  and  hope  took  place  of  fear. 

Catharine  flept  that  night  at  Peterhof,  no  longer 
as  a  captive,  but  as  abfolute  fovereign.  The  day 
following,  (he  received  at  her  lev^e  the  homages  of 
the  principal  nobility,  who  had  joined  her  the  fore* 
going  evening,  and  thofe  of  the  courtiers  and  young 
women  who  came  from  Oranienbaum,  Among 
thefe  were  the  father,  the  brother,  and  fevcral  other 
relations  of  princefs  Dafhkof,  who,  on  beholding 
them  proflrate  before  the  emprefs,  faid,  *^  Madam^ 
*^  pardon  my  family.  Tou  know  that  I  have  facri^ 
^^  ficed  it  to  you."  Catharine  commanded  thern 
to  rife,  and  gave  them  her  hand  to  kifs. 

MarOial  Munich  alfo  prefented  himfelf  before 
her,  to  whom,  as  foon  as  her  majefty  perceived' 
him,  fhe  called  aloud  :  — "  Field-marftial,  it  was 
"  you  then  who  wanted  to  fight  me  ?'*  —  "  Yes, 
f*  madam,"  anfwered  Munich,  in  a  firm  and  manly 
tone  :  *'  could  I  do  lefs  for  the  prince  who  deli- 
•*  vered  me  from  captivity  ?  But  it  is  hence^ 
**  forward  my  duty  to  fight  for  you  j  and  you  will 
•*  find'  in  me  a  fidelity  equal  to  that  with  which  I 
"  had  devoted  my  fervices  to  him," 

In  the  afternoon,  Catharine  •  returned  to  Peterf- 
burg.    Her  entry  was  truly  triumphant.    She  was 
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on  horfeback,  pVeceded  or  followed  by  the  chiefs  of 
the  confpiracy.  The  whole  army  was  crowned 
with  wreaths  of  oak  ;  the  fhouts  of  joy  and  the  ap- 
plaufes  of  the  populace  mingled  with  thofe  of  the 
foldiers.  The  crowd  formed  into  lines  for  the 
emprefs^  and  flie  condefcendingly  gave  them  her 
hand  to  kifs^  as  (he  pafled  along.  A  great  number 
of  priefts  were  affembled  on  the  occafion  about  the 
avenues  of  the  palace :  as  (he  rode  through  their 
ranks,  fhe  {looped  down  to  Alute  the  cheeks  of  the 
prindpal  clergy,  >yhile  they  were  kiffing  her  hand  ; 
a  cuftoih  prevalent  in  that  country,  and  is  fignifi* 
cant  of  the  higheft  refped. 

For  fome  days  after  her  return  to  the  imperial 
refidence,  her  majefty  continued  to  (hew  herfelf  to 
the  multitude  with  great  condefcenfion.  She  knew 
how  eafy  it  is  to  gain  the  applaufes  of  the  public : 
file  went  to  the  fenate,  and  heard  feveral  caufes 
tried  before  her.  She  then  held  her  court  with  a 
graceful  and  eafy  dignity,  that  effaced  the  remem- 
brance of  the  fudden  revolution  that  had  juil  placed 
her  on  the  throne.  The  foreign  minifters  had  au- 
diences of  congratulation ;  and  fhe  received  them 
with  a  particular  addrefs  to  each  in  the  moft  flatterr 
ing  terms. 

Her  fir  (I  care  \(ras  to  have  prince  Ivan  conveyed 
from  the  houfe  where  he  was  concealed,  and  to  fend 
him  back  to  SchluiTelburg.  She  next  proceeded  to 
beilow  jfnagnificent  rewards  on  the  principal  a£tors 

in  the  revolt.    Nikica  Ivanovitch  Panin  was  made 

•1 .  ■ 

prime 
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prime  minifter;  the  Orlofs  received  the  title  of 
count ;  aiid  the  favourite  Gregory  Orlof  was  ap* 
pointed  lieutenant-general  of  the  ruffian  armies, 
and  chevalier  of  St.  Alexander  Nefsky^  the  fecond 
order  of  the  empire.  Several  officers  of  the  guards 
were  promoted.  Four-and-twenty  of  them  obtained 
confiderable  e(tates>  with  fome  thoufands  of  boors. 
The  finances  were  infufficient  to  give  anything 
to  thq  foldiers  but  brandy  and  beer :  they  were 
diftributed  among  them ;  and  Catharine  behaved  to 
them  with  the  greatefl  affability.  At  times  (he 
even  put  herfelf  under  conftraint  in  order  not  to 
difoblige  them. 

Three  days  fubfequent  to  the  revolution  a 
drunken  foldier  dreamed  that  the  emprefs  was 
carried  off.  He  rofe  up,  ran  about  the  barracks, 
everywhere  fpreading  alarm,  crying  out,  that  thci 
Holfleiners  and  the  Pruifians  had  got  poffi^on  of 
the  emprefs.  The  regiment  immediately  took  up 
armsj  ran  to  the  palace,  and  loudly  infifted  on  feeing 
her  majefty.  The  hetman  Razumofsky,  having 
learned  the  caufe  of  this  tumult,  appeared  at  a 
window,  affured  them  that  the  emprefs  was  not 
carried  off,  and  that  after  the  diflurbances  and 
fatigues  fhe  had  undergone  for  fome  days,  fhe  was 
now  repofmg  in  peace  and  fecurity.  But  the  fol« 
diers  refufed  to  believe  him,  and  began  to  renew 
their  clamours  with  redoubled  violence.  The  het- 
man now  went  to  the  chamber  of  the  fovereign, 
caufed  her  to  be  awaked  ;  and  praying  her  not  to 
be  frightened  j  **  You  know  that  I  am  frightened  at 

^*  nothing,** 
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*«  nothing/*  anfwered  fhe  boldly :  "  but  what  is 
•'  the  matter?"  —  "  The  foldiers  imagine  that  you 
•'  are  not  here:  they  infift  upon  feeing  you/* 
returned  Razumofsky.  **  Well,  they  muft  be 
«•  fatisfied/*  replied  (he ;  and  immediately  rofc  up, 
drefled  herfelf,  called  for  her  carriage,  with  orders 
to  drive  to  the  kafanfkoi  church.  On  her  way  the 
foldiers  furrounded  her  carriage,  interrogating  each 
other :  ^^  Is  that  indeed  the  emprefs  ?  Is  that  indeed 
••  our  mother  ?"  Being  come  to  the  church,  Ca» 
tharine  fhewed  herfelf  to  them,  harangued  them, 
thanked  them  for  their  follicitude,  and  difmiffed 
them  highly  fatis6ed.  ^ 

She  made  a  point  of  (hewing  clemency  towards 
the  officers  and  the  friends  of  the  emperor ;  and  if 
any  of  them  were  forbid  the  court,  not  one  was 
deprived  of  his  property  or  his  life.  Only  Gudo- 
vitch,  the  aide-de-camp  general,  Volkof,  and  MeU 
gunof  •,  were  imprifoned.  Countefs  Vorontzof, 
who  at  firfl  had  been  treated  rudely  by  the  foldiers, 
was  fent  to  the  houfe  of  the  fenator  her  father ;  and 
the  emprefs  exprefsly  forbad  a  repetition  of  the  like 
affronts.  She  was  afterwards  exiled  for  fome  time 
to  a  village  a  thoufand  verfls  beyond  Mofco. 

All  the  courtiers  now  eagerly  prefTed  about  the 
fovereign.  They  endeavoured  to  difcover  on  whom 
her  favour  would  alight :  every  one  flattering  himfelf 

*  Mclgunof  was  a  great  fimpleton,  and  as  great  a  drunkard. 
On  his  being  recaUed,  Catharine  II.  gave  him  the  gofcmment 
f>f  the  province  of  Yaroflaf«  where  he  died  in  1789. 

that 
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that  be  fliould' obtain  the  greater  fliare  of  it,  while 
none  fufpecled  that  the  heart  of  that  princefs  had 
long  been  fixed  on  an  officer  of  humble  birth.  Tho 
firft  marks  of  diftindion  fhewn  to  Gregory  Orlof 
appeared  only  as  the  reward  of  his  fervices,  and  not 
the  pledges  of  love.  It  was  princefs  Dafhkof  who 
difcovered  it  the  firft.  Jealoufy  is  more  watchful 
than  ambition ;  it  is  efpecially  lefs  diDcreet ;  and 
madame  Dafhkof,  not  fatisfied  with  reproaching 
Catharine  with  a  choice  that  degraded  her,  fpread 
the  rumour  of  it  among  her  friends,  and  thus 
brought  on  her  own  difgrace.  The  chiefs  of  the 
revolt  now  learned,  with  difpleafure,  that  they  had 
been  working  for  a  man  whom  they  had  always 
regarded  as  the  inflrument  of  their  proje&s  ;  while 
the  courtiers  perceived  jhat,  in  the  art  of  intrigue, 
this  man  was  more  expert  than  themfelves. 

The  moft  zealous  partifans  of  Catharine  were 
not,  however,  without  uneafinefs.  Some  regiments 
murmured,  and  begati  to  repent  th^  part  they  had 
aSed  againft  their  lawful  fovereign.  The  people, 
Avho  eafily  pafs  from  rage  to  compaflion,  now  pitied 
the  fate  of  this  unfortunate  prince.  They  forgot 
his  defers,  his  caprices,  his  infirmities,  in  the  re» 
colledion  of  his  amiable  qualities,  and  his  fad 
reverfe  of  fortune  ^,     The  failors  reproached  the 

guards 

•  The  ingenious  and  judicious  traveller  Mr.  Coxe  very  juftly 
obfrrves,  in  fpeaking  of  this  revolution,  •*  that  Peter,  notwith- 
**  (landing  his  violence  and  incapacity,  poflefled  feveral  qualtfi- 

"  cationt 
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guards  to  their  face,  that  they  had  fold  their  mafter 
for  brandy  and  beer.    After  the  fir  ft  tumult  of  tjie 
revolution  was  over,  they  now  waked  as  it  were 
out  of  a  profound  intoxication :  they  contemplated 
what  had  happened  in  foiemn  filence,  and  began  to 
confider  whether  all  was  right.    Without  fpeaking 
of  the  peaceable  burghers,  who,  during  the  doubt- 
ful explofion,  had  kept  clofe  in  their  houfes,  even 
a  very  great  number  of  them  who  had  been  exceed- 
ingly  a^ve  in  the  bufinefs,  and  louded  in  their 
execrations  of  Peter,  were  now  feized  with  a  deep 
and  painful  remorfe,  and  lamented  the  fuSerings 
they  had  brought  upon  their  monarch.     But  among 
the  guards  the  fame  fentiments  difplayed  themfelves 
in  a  (till  more  violent  manner :  numbers  of  the 
foldiers,  repeating  of  their  abominable  treafon,  for 
in  that  light  they  now  beheld  their  late  behaviour,  ex- 
prefled  their  refentment  againft  their  accomplices  in 
the  mo(t  intemperate  language,  and  the  moft  abudve 
terms  thtf  refentment  could  dictate  to  vulgar  minds : 
imputing  to  their  fedu£tions  the  crimes  into  which 
they  had  b(en  led,  and  loading  them  with  reproaches 
for  the  compunction  they  now  fuSered  in  confe* 
quence  of  their  guilt.     From  words  they  proceeded 
to  blows,  and  even  to  murder.     Though  throughout 
the  revolution  no  blood  had  hitherto  been  fhed, 


**  cations  of  a  popular  nature,  and  was  greatly  beloved  by  thofc 
**  who  had  accefs  to  his  perfon."  Sec  Coxc^s  Travels^  voL  iii. 
p.  43.  8yo  edit. 

now 
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now  feveml  were  killed  in  thefe  furious  fquabbles. 
The  officers  repeatedly  interpofed,  at  the  hazard  of 
their  perfonal  fafety,  to  pacify  the  men,  and  make 
them  hearken  to  reafon :  but  in  vain.  Such  are  the 
populace  in  all  ages  and  nations :  rafh  to  perpetrate 
what  their  fury  fuggefts ;  rq>entanc  at  the  fight  of 
the  mifchief  they  have  done ;  then  pronipt  in  their 
accuOaitions  againft  others,  inftead  of  confeffing  chdr 
own  mifcondud.  Nothing  was  wanting  but  fome 
refolute  leader,  to  have  now  replaced  Peter  |II.  on 
the  throne,  as  fuddenly  as  but  three  days  ago  he 
had  been  precipitated  from  it :  the  attachment  of 
the  common  people  to  him  was  clearly  evinced  in 
the  rebellion  of  Pugatfhef,  eleven  years  after.  In 
ihort,  apprehenlions  were  entertained  of  a  new  in* 
furreftion. 

While  the  public  mind  was  agitated  by  thefe 
fears,  the  news  that  was  brought  from  Mofco,  ferved 
only  to  increafe  the  panic.  The  governor  of  that 
capital,  being  informed  of  the  revolution  by  the 
emiiTaries  of  Catharine,  ordered  the  five  regiments 
that  compofed  the  garrifoh  to  take  to  their  arms  ; 
and  after  having  drawn  them  up  in  the  great  place 
of  the  palace  of  the  anticnt  tzars,  he  there  con- 
voked the  people,  who  flocked  together  in  crowds. 
That  officer  then  read  aloud  the  ukafe  by  which 
the  emprefs  announced  her  acceiTion,  and  the  abdi- 
cation of  her  fpoufe  ^ :  ac  the  conclufion  of  which 

*  S«e  tie  appeoda  No.  V.  at  the  end  of  the  Tolume. 

he 
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he  exclaimed,  "  Long  live  the  emprefs  Catharine 
"  the  Second!''  But  the  people  and  the  foldiers 
remained  in  filence.  He  repeated  the  fame  cry ; 
the  fame  filence  enfued.  No  found  but  that  of 
fuUen  murmurs  was  heard.  The  troops  complained 
that  the  regiments  of  the  guards  had  infolently  dared 
to  difpofe  of  the  throne.  The  governor,  ftartled 
at  thefe  unexpe£ted  expreflions  of  difcontent,  call- 
ed upon  the  other  officers  to  join  him.  They 
cried  out  together,  "  Long  live  the  emprefs!" 
This  done,  the  multitude  was  difmiffed,  and  the 
foldiers  fent  back  to  their  barracks. 

No  one  was  more  uneafy  at  this  time  than 
Catharine  herfelf.  Whether  her  fituation  be  con« 
fidered  in  a  moral  or  a  political  light,  it  muft  have 
occafioned  her  emotions  of  no  common  force, 
eipecially  as  (he  had  been  fo  fuddenly  and  unex* 
pe&edly  brought  into  it!  She  certainly  never 
thought,  on  coming  to  Ruflia,  nor,  during  the  fir  ft 
years  that  enfued,  ever  bufied  herfelf  in  forming 
defigns  of  afcending  the  throne  as  abfolute  fovereign. 
Generous  and  amiable  by  nature,  fhe  was  true  to 
thefe  qualities  from  her  infancy  to  the  day  of  her 
death.  Neither  a  felfifh  contempt  for  all  limitations, 
nor  an  inordinate  thirft  of  power,  formed  any  part 
of  her  natural  character.  But  this  generofity  and 
amiablenefs  of  temper  gave  the  young  princefs 
undoubted  pretenfions  to  happinefs  and  joy,  which, 
as  the  confort  of  Peter,  (he  faw  were  not  anfwered, 
and  of  which  fhe  thought  herfelf  likely  to  be  de- 
prived 
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prived  for  the  whole  of  her  life.  Now,  after  this 
firft  ftep,  her  profpeft,  whichever  way  fhc  turned^ 
could  certainly  not  be  cheerful.  If  fhe  looked 
backwards,  no  pleafing  recolle£tions  enlivened  the 
view }  if  forwards^  the  fcene  was  all  darkened  with 
impending  clouds.  It  is  well  known  that,  haunted 
by  the  fpe£tres  of  the  imagination,  /  during  this 
period,  even  in  fleep  (he  found  no  repofe  ^  and  that 
feveral  times  in  a  night  ihe  has  quitted  her  bedj  and 
even  her  palace.   « 

And  what  mud  have  been  the  feelings  of  Petet 
in  his  lonefome  captivity  !  It  was  eafy  to  forefce  that 
his  imprifonment,  either  mediately  or  immediately, 
would  bring  on  his  death,  and  fo  it  afhiallj 
happened. 

Undoubtedly  no  great  efforts  were  neceflary  to 
determine  the  confpirators  to  free  themfelves  frorm 
an  objeft  of  difquietude.  They  who  have  takea 
one  ftep  in  the  road  of  guilt,  make  no  hefitation  at 
taking  a  fecond }  and  the  death  of  the  unhappy 
emperor  was  now  decreed. 

On  his  removal  from  Peterhof,  the  tzar  was  ftill 
blind  to  the  fate  that  awaited  him.  Thinking  be 
Ihould  be  detained  but  a  fhort  time  in  prifon,  pre- 
vious to  his  being  fent  into  Germany,  he  fent  a 
meffage  to  Catharine,  afldng  her  to  permit  him  to 
have  the  negro  who  was  of  fervice  to  him  by  bi^ 
attachment,  and  amufed  him  with  his  Angularities, 
together  with  a  dog  he  was  fond  of,  his  violin,  a 
bible,  and  a  few  romances ;  at  the  fame  time  telling 

7  her. 
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lier,  that,  dilgufted  at  the  wickednef^  of  mankind, 
he  was  refolved  henceforward  to  devote  hitnfelf  to 
a  philofophlcal  life.  However  realonable  thefe  re- 
qu^fts, '  not  one  of  them  was  gr^nted^  and  his  plans 
of  wifdom  were  turned  into  ridicule* 

The  unfortunate  emperor  had  now  been  ac 
Ropfcha  fix  days  without  the  knowledge  of  any 
other  perfons  than  the  chiefs  of  the  cunfpirators 
and  the  foldiers  by  whom  he  wus  guarded ;  when 
Alexius  Orlof,  accompanied  by  Tcplof,  came  to 
him  with  the  news  of  his  fpeedy  deliverance,  and 
afked  permiflion  to  dine  with  him.  According 
to  the  cuftom  of  the  northern  countries,  wine- 
glafles  and  brandy  were  brought  previous  to  dinner  } 
and  while  the  officer  amufed  the  tzar  wich  fome 
trifling  difcourfe,  his  chief  filled  the  glaffes,  and 
poured  a  poifonous  mixture  into  that  he  intended 
for  the  prince*  The  tzar,  without  any  diftruft, 
fwallowed  the  potion :  on  which,  he  prefently  ex- 
perienced the  mod  cruel  pains ;  and  on  his  being 
oflFered  a  fecond  glafs,  on  pretence  of  its  giving 
him  relief,  he  refufed  it,  with  reproaches  on  him 
that  offered  it« 

He  called  aloud  for  milk  ;  but  the  two  monfters 
offered  him  poifon  again,  and  preffed  him  to  take 
It.  A  french  valet-de-chaiiibre,  greatly  attached  t6 
him,  now  ran  in.  Peter  threw  himfelf  into  his 
arms,  faying,  in  a  faint  tone  of  voice,  *'  It  was  not 
*•  enough  then  to  prevent  mc  from  reigning  in 

VOL.  I.  T  '*  Sweden, 
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*  Sweden^  and  to  deprive  me  of  the  crown  of 
*^  Ruilxa  i    I  mud  alfo  be  put  to  death !" 

Tbe  Talet-de-chambre  prefumed  to  intercede  for 
ois  mailer;  but  the  two  mifcreants  forced  this 
uan^rous  wimcfs  out  of  the  room,  and  continued 
uxcrr  fll- treatment  of  the  tzar.  '  In  the  midft  of  this 
tuTi^:  cime  in  the  younger  of  the  princes  Bara* 
liiiiky,  v.hj  cooimanded  the  guard  *.  Orlofj  who 
had  alrwiiy  thrown  dovni  the  emperor,  was  prefling 
t:port  bii  brzzCi  with  both  his  knees,  and  firmly 
jrij:!::-^  his  threat  with  his  hand.  The  unhappy 
xosarch.  sew  frrugcling  with  that  ftrength  which 
^uVs  from  Jcipoir,  the  two  other  aflaffins  threw  a 
napkin  ^Irh  3  running  knot  round  his  neck,  and 
pjc  on  end  to  hi^  life  by  fuifocation  f. 

•  Ht"  rn.*;,iT,  trcn  tlic  very  fiid,  thought  it  ntccSiuj  to 
^..^»i  vt  i*  :  :-i>.*r-.jin:  4  *::'.ar^c  as  that  of  the  dethroned  emperor, 
I.'  :*^s:  cu,:,.\i  .■  or*  pc  fcr*  In  whom  (lie  could  place  the  raoft  entire 
V*  .'c*.v^»  i  v!  \v!o  Were  not  IVdIc  to  corruption,  rather  than 
..*  tJs  ,x.  a  ,*•  ^^'.:o  irr  ".ever  proof  agaiml  bribery.  The  three 
,..*'.*•''.  ;*^^'  viiCsuvI  worth V  of  her  confidence  on  fodeCcatc 
*  .■.•/.*.'•  w  ^  *  t  xvuv :  Alexin*  O  rlof,  brother  of  prince  Gregory, 
.  ;  ^^  >•  '  v':Vr^  rVatir-r'vr.  of  whom  oncwasnaarlhalof  the 
^,  :.  ^  J  .-^r  .th.':  v,aN  r:nv:e  envoy  from  RtJIia  to  the  court 
^.  V  .1  u.\     A  :  ;!ic  :^-TC  were  living  In  the  year  1797. 

f  C '.  i^c  i*:H  of  ';:'y,  pi'\  one  week  after  the  revohition. 

1"  ^^.v  (^»  ^  ..*-•*  ixrs:  con:;rmcd  by  the  account  of  a  gedtleman 

v^o\*^*4     •  •   ^*  vv.::idonce  of  piir.ce   Potcmkin.     It  has  been 

t%.K'*  »*.v'.c -^Uv.  i^Jii   IVtcmkin  ivas  with   them.     Perfons  of 

1^  V  \v  ^    *^»  \\I:oi*trc  at  that  time  in  RuHla,  aflert  the 

^\s»;  *  >  i  '^-*'  kVUir.kiii  al\v3}S  denied  the  fad  with  indignation, 

a  Whatever 


Whatever  were  the  failings  and  errors  erf"  Peter 
III.  it  is  not  here  intended  to  extenuate  or  defend 
them ;  though  certainly  they  were  too  cruelly  pu- 
nifhed.  Neither  ought  the  good  he  did  to  be  pafled 
over  in  filence.  His  two  ukafes  for  abolifhing  the 
Cecret  inquifition,  and  for  giving  liberty  to  the 
nobles,  muft  for  ever  fecure  to  this  prince  the 
grateful  acknowledgment  of  Ruffia.  The  *  clement 
Elizabeth  had  left  in  fubfiftence  a  tribunal,  before 
which  the  firft  perfons  of  the  empire,  on  the  bare 
deposition  of  a  villain  on  the  way  to  execution, 
were  delivered  and  put  to  the  torture,  for  extorting 
the  confeffion  of  imaginary  crimes.  Peter  III.  was 
dethroned ;  his  name  was  never  honoured  with  fo 
Mattering  an  epithet ;  and  yet  it  was  he  who  fup- 
prcfled  that,  tribunal*  That  this  prince  was  kind, 
humane,  and  beloved  of  all  who  compofed  his  more 
intimate  circle,   is  afferted  on  the  afErmation  of 

•  To  wbat  has  been  above  related  of  that  fovercign,  the  fol- 
lowiBg  may  be  here  fubjoined :  She  one  day  received  at  her 
toikt  a  lady  of  the  court,  who  with  great  difficulty  continued 
ftanding.  Elizabeth  at  lad  perceived  her  uneafinefs,  and  afked 
wbat  was  the  matter  with  her.  **  My  legs  arc  very  much 
••  fwelled."  —  '*  Well,  well,  lean  againft  that  bureau !  I  will 
••  make  as  if  I  did  not  fee  you."  This  was  truly  characleriftic. 
The  (ame  princefs  would  not  permit  any  lady  to  wear,  not  only 
the  dme  lluffs  that  (he  had  chofen,  but  the  fame  patterns  :  a  lady 
ii ill  living  in  1792,  and  very  well  known,  ventured  to  infringe 
this  prohibition.  Her  boldnefs  had  like  to  have  cod  her  dear; 
aad  fo  much  the  more  as  (he  had  already  incurred  the  indignation 
of  the  clement  monarch  by  receiving  the  french  falhions  before  lien 
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many  Ruffians  who  were  attached  to  his  perfon  *. 
He  recalled  all  the  exiles  that  were  lingering  out 
their  lives  in  Siberia  (excepting  Beftuclief)  ;  and  it 
muft  have  been  a  fpcftacle  curious  enough  to  fee 
Biren  and  Munich  together ;  the  former  embarrafled, 
confouiulcd,  not  daring  to  lift  up  his  eyes,  dreading 
to  meet  ih:)fc  of  the  fon  or  the  brother  of  fome 
unfortun-itc  wretch  who  had  been  affaflinated  or 
banifhcj  by  his  command  ;  Munich,  on  the  other 
hand,  forming  the  n^.oft  perfcft  contraft  with  him. 
Fourfcore  years  of  his  life  ehpfcd,  twenty  of  them 
pafTcd  in  exile  in  the  frightful  waftes  of  Siberia^ 
had  nor  v!c  prcfled  that:  firm  and  generous  foul :  — 
at  the  head  of  armies,  —  condemned  to  death,  — 
in  frozen  dcferts,  —  recalled  to  court,  and  reinftated 
in  ail  his  employments,  Munich  was  every  where  the 

•  In  tilt  jnft  tribute  of  pr alio  vvc  liavc  more  than*  once  taken 
^cciiij jik  to  [1  ly  to  t!ic  uemory  of  the  unforiiinatc  Peter,  wc  arc 
plcalru  vvi:ii  liiivlng  ihc  cououricr.cc  of  the  autlior  of  a  late  publi- 
ivtion,  \>!;v>,  dftiT  ixpic^iriii;;  hik  imlignatiuii  at  fome  writen  fo 
:o:.t(-ip.|>iihIc  us  to  traduce  the  memory  of  this  unfortunate  fove- 
"t  i,;n,  a Jil*',  **  thai  he  was  a  vi.^tim  to  the  uuvicligniiig  opennefs 
'   -rill  iutc^.ily  of    hi.-,  hcait;    ;:   prii;cc,  whole   anfwcr   to   the 

*  prcc.juiloiis  wliich  >\l;c  iccomnuudod  to  hirn  by  the  kin^^of 

*  riMiilla  was,  1  tla  ^00 J  to  all  tic  ix:  .rldy  ami  ^Ith  that  HuhtU 

*  hai'c  I  ioj\ar  ?  a  piinco,  wIk»  was  lac  bencfaclorof  his  coun«' 

*  tiy,  ami  w!ut{c  laws  (thofe  very  IdWb  which  v/crc  brought   ia 
'  »ivv  ul.il ion  uij.iind  Mm  as  crimes)  have  been  religioufl/obfcrved 

*  ti'J  models  of  wiUlom  and   hismanity,  and  without   which  ihe 

*  «v.;;n  of  ihe  cmprcfs  would  have  been  Icfs  glorious,  and   her 

*  p<^^  pic  iviV  liappy/'  —  Survey  of  the  Tarkilh  hmpirc,  p.  445. 

fame^ 


^ySlJ]  EMPRESS    CATHARINE    II.  277 

fame;  he  ever- prefer ved  that  unaherable  ferenity, 
that  energy  of  charafter,  which  fall  to  the  lot  of 
fo  very  few  •. 

Had  the  emperor,  during  the  fix  months  of  his 
reign,  done  no  more  than  iflue  thofe  two  decrees 
jufl:  mentioned,  he  would  have  been  entitled  to 
rank  with  thofe  fovereigns  who  have  a  jufl:  claim  on 
the  gratitude  of  their  fubjeds.  The  freedom  of 
the  nobility  is  undoubtedly  the  firft  ftep  to  civiliza- 
tion. That  indifpijnfable  preliminary  had  efcaped 
the  attention  of  Peter  the  great :  i:  was  by  this  that 
he  ought  to  have  be^un  his  work,  and  it  is  to  be 
regretted  that  the  ruffian  legiflator  failed  of  pcrceiv- 
ing  the  abfolute  neceffity  of  it.  The  feizure  of  the 
pofleffions  of  the  church  was  one  of  the  caufes  of 
the  public  difcontent ;  but  what  fhews  that  <he  aft 
was  far  from  being  bad  in  itfelf,  is,  that  the  empreft 
never  thought  it  expedient  to  reftore  them :  the 
odium  did  not  fall  upon  her  ;  the  fault  being  com- 
mitted, fhe  had  the  addrefs  to  profit  by  it. 
.  Alex^y  Orlof  immediately  mounted  his  horfe, 
and  rode  full  fpeed  to  inform  the  emprefs  that  Peter 
III.  had  breathed  his  lad.  It  was  at  the  inftant 
vrhen  her  majefliy  was  going  to  make  her  appearance 
at  court*  She  appeared  with  a  tranquil  air^  and 
afterwards  fhut  herfelf  up  with  Orlof,  Panin,  Razu- 

•  Fleld-marfhal  Munich  obtained  the  government  of  Eflhonia 
find  Livonia^  and  died  three  years  afterwards  at  Riga,  at  the 
9^c  of  eighty- five. 

T  3  mofsky, 
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mofsky,  Glebof,  and  fome  other  confidential  per- 
fons,  to  deliberate  whether  the  fenate  and  people 
ihould  be  immediately  made  acquainted  with  the 
death  of  the  Emperor,  or  whether  it  might  not  bie 
more  advifeabie  to  wait  for  that  purpofe  till  the 
enfuing  day.  The  latter  was  determined.  Ca« 
tharine  dined  in  public  as  ufual,  and  in  the  evening 
held  a  court. 

The  next  day  the  news  of  the  emperor's  death 
was  communicated  to  the  public  at  large,  while 
her  majefly  was  at  table.  At  that  inftant  fhe  rofe 
from  her  feat  with  her  eyes  full  of  tears. .  She  dil^ 
miffed  the  courtiers  and  the  foreign  miniders,  ran 
and  fliut  herfelf  in  her  apartment,  and  for  feveral 
days  together  fhewed  marks  of  the  profoundefi; 
grief.  'During  this  time  the  following  declai'atiou 
was  publiihed  on  the  part  of  the  emprels : 

**  By  the  grace  of  God,  Catharine  IT.  emprefsandautocrattixof 
**  all  the  Ruilias,  to  all  our  loving  fubjcds,  &c.  greeting : 
'*  The  feventh  day  after  our  acceflion  to  the  throne  of  all  tht 
*•  RufTias,  we  rectlvcd  information  that  the  late  emperor  Peter 
<<  III.  by  the  means  of  a  bloody  accident  in  his  hinder  partSy 
•*  commonly  called  piles,  to  which  he  had  been  formerly  fubjc^^ 
*•  was  attacked  with  a  moll  violent  griping  colic.  That  there- 
•*  fore  we  might  not  be  wanting  in  Chrillian  duty,  nor  difobe* 
<*  dient  to  the  divine  command,  by  which  wc  are  enjoined  to 
<«  prcfervc  the  life  of  our  neighbour,  we  immediately  orderej 
•«  that  the  faid  Peter  (hould  be  furniflied  with  everything  that 
•«  might  be  judged  neceffary  to  prevent  the  dangerous  coiifc* 
^*  qucncet  of  that  accident,  and  to  rcftore  his  health  by  the  aid« 
«  of  medicine.  But,  to  our  great  regret  and  afflidion,  we  were 
^  yeftcrday  evening  apprifcd,  that,  by  the  permifiion  -of  thq 

<«  Almighty, 
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**  Almighty  f  the  late  emperor  departed  this  life.  We  hare  there-. 
•'  fore  ordered  his  body  to  be  conveyed  to  the  monafiery  of 
**  Nefsky,  in  order  to  its  interment  in  that  place.  At  the 
*•  fame  time,  with  our  iraptrial  and  maternal  voice,  we  exhort 
••  our  faithTal  fubjcds  to  forgive  and  forget  what  is  pafl,  to  pay 
**  the  lall  duties  to  his  body,  and  to  pray  to  God  (incerely  for  the 
"  repofe  of  hifi  foul ;  willing  them  however  to  confidet  this  itnex- 
*'  peeked  and  fudden  death  as  an  efpecial  effedl  of  the  providence 
^  of  God,  whofc  impenetrable  decrees  are  working  for  us,  for  our 
*'  throne,  and  for  our  country,  things  known  only  to  his  holy 
"wHL 

«<  Done  at  St, Peterfburg,  July  tV»  176a." 

The  bodyof  the  unfortunate  Peter  III.  was  brought 
to  Pcterfburg,  and  expofed  for  three  days  in  the 
church  of  the  monaftery  of  St.  Alexander  Nefsky. 
The  body  lay  in  an  open  coffin,  drefled  in  his 
bolftein  uniform,  and  perfons  of  all  ranks  and  con- 
ditions were  admitted,  as  ufual  in  that  country,  to 
kifs  the  hand  or  the  mouth  of  the  deceafed  * :  and 
he  was  buried  on  the  21ft,  exa£lly  the  very  day 
which  he  had  fixed  for  his  departure  on  the  expe** 

"*  His  face  was  turned  quite  black ;  extravafated  blood  was 
feen  to  ooze  through  the  epidermis  which  penetrated  even  the 
gloves  which  bad  been  put  on  his  hands  ;  and  the  poifon  which 
the  t^ar  had  been  forced  to  fwallow  mud  have  been  exceedingly 
Tiolenty  as  all  thofe  who  had  the  lamentable  courage  to  lay  their 
mouth  to  his,  returned  with  fwelled  lips.  The  counfellors  of 
Catharine  knew  well  enough  that  fuch  dreadful  intimations  might 
lead  to  a  difcovery  of  the  means  that  had  been  employed  for 
fhortcning  the  days  of  the  unfortunate  monarch,  but  they  thought 
themfclves  Icfs  interefted  in  faving  appearances  than  in  preventing 
the  agitations  which  would  have  infallibly  taken  phce  if  the 
people  bad  imagined  that  the  tzar  was  flill  alive* 

T  4  ditioa 
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dition  againft  Denmark.  His  remains  were  At^ 
pofited  in  a  grave  in  the  fpace  before  the  rails  of 
the  altar,  adjacent  to  that  of  the  depofed  regent 
Anne,  the  mother  of  the  dethroned  infant  Ivan ; 
and  the  place  of  his  fepulture  was  diftinguiOied  with 
neither  tomb  nor  infcription*  Peter  had  never 
been  crowned,  he  had  refigned  the  reins  of  empirf. 
No  court  befide  that  of  Sweden  went  into  moufntng 
for  him. 

The  day  of  his  interment  was  a  day  of  trouble 
and  defolation  for  Peterlburg.  The  popplace  that 
thronged  to  the  funeral  were  very  abuiive  to  the 
foldiers  of  the  guards,  reproaching  them  with  having 
bafely  died  the  laft  drop  of  the  blood  of  Peter  \ht 
great. 

The  holftein  foldiers,  who  had  hitherto  remained 
at  Oranienbaum,  at  liberty,  but  difarmcd,  reforted 
to  thcfe  forrowful  obfequies;  and,  weeping,  fur» 
rounded  the  corpfe  of  their  maften  The  Ruf- 
fians, no  longer  beholding  jhem  as  preferred 
rivals,  but  as  faithful  fervants,  took  part  jn  their 
grief. 

The  following  day  orders  were  fent  down  to 
cml^ark  thefe  Holfteiners  for  their  own  country. 
They  were  put  on  board  a  veffel,  which  unhappily 
foundered  foon  after  quitting  the  pit  of  Cronftadt; 
numbers  of  them  were  fe^h  clinging  about  the 
rocks  above  the  water's  level,  where  they  were 
fufFered  to  pexifh,  while  admiral  Taliezin  had 
difpatched  a    meflenger  to  Peterfburg    to  know 

whether 
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whether  he  might  be  permitted  to  srfford  them 
relief. 

Prince  George,  whom  Peter  III.  had  conftituted 
duke  of  Courland,  in  the  room  of  prince  Charles  of 
Saxony,  with  whom  he  was  difpleafed  *,  was  obliged 
to  renounce  that  title:  but  the  emprefs  compenfated 
this  lofs  bv  committing  to  him  the  ad minift ration 
ofHoIftein,  whither  he  went  with  the  reft  of  his 
family ;  and  where  he  ever  after  fervcd  Catharine 
with  fidelity  and  zeal. 

The  chancellor  Beftuchef,  who  had  been  the 
inofl;  inveterate  enemy  of  Peter,  was  recalled  from 
Jiis  exile  t*  Prince  Volkonfky  and  lieutenant  Ka- 
liflikin  were  fent  off  to  him,  who  brought  him  to 
Peterlburg.  Catharine  reftored  to  him  his  rank  of 
field-marfhal,  and  his  place  in  the  council,  befides 
fettling  upon  him  an  annual  penfion  of  twenty 
thoufand  rubles,  and  difpenfing  him  from  employ^ 
ment  on  account  of  his  great  age.  Several  other 
exiles  and  prifoners  were  on  this  occafion  fet  free, 
but  neither  Ivan  nor  any  of  his  family.  It  was  now 
a  kind  of  rcfurrcftion  at  Peterfburg,  when  fo  many 

•  The  emprefs  Elizabeth  had  caufed  prince  Charles  of  Saxony 
to  be  cledcd  duke  of  Courland  in  1755^.  —  Peter  III.  on  giring 
that  duchy  to  prince  George  of  Holftcin,  required  Bircn  to  give 
it  up,  bellowing  on  hini  in  lieu  thereof  the  lordfhips  of  Wurtem- 
berg  and  Nitch,  which  he  intended  to  erc6l  into  a  principalitj. 

.  f  The  declaration  publifhcd  by  the  emprefs  fliortly  after  the 
recall  of  Beftuchef  is  too  remarkable  to  be  forgotten.  Some 
portions  of  it  are  therefore  infcrted  in  the  appendix  at  the  end 

gf  the  volume,  No.  VI. 
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perfons  who  had  fo  long  been  feparated  from  their 
acquaintance,  forgotten  by  the  world j  and  buried  in 
the  deferts  of  Siberia,  again  appeared  about  the 
town }  and  thefe  apparitions  had  a  fiu^ther  fimilitude 
with  the  future  life,  as  perfons  who  had  reciprocally 
cruihed  fuch  as  flood  in  their  way,  and  then,  by  a 
fingular  retaliation  of  fortune,  had  afterwards  fuf- 
fered  the  like  treatment  from  others,  now  met  here 
together  in  reconcilement  and  peace.  Count  Munich^ 
in  1 740,  had  occafioned  duke  Biren  to  be  imprifoned 
and  baniihed ;  nay,  even  (ketched  out  the  plan  of 
the  houfe  for  his  confinement  at  Pelim :  one  year 
after  this,  the  count  came  himfelf  as  an  exile  to  the 
fame  place,  and  was  fhut  up  in  that  houfe,  which  he 
certainly  never  thought  he  was  building  for  his  own 
habitation,  and  from  which  the  duke  was  removed 
to  a  more  comfortable  abode.  Their  iirft  meeting 
afterwards  was  in  the  prefence  of  Peter  III.  who 
recalled  them  both ;  Munich  being  then  feventy* 
nine,  and  Biren  feventy-two  years  of  age.  Catharine 
completed  the  boon  to  the  latter,  by  reinftating 
him  in  his  dukedom  of  Courland,  as  has  been  before 
obferved  *.     Bcftuchef  had  overthrown  Leftocq,  his 

♦  It  may  farther  be  remarked,  that  the  independent  fovercignty 
of  Wurtembcrg  in  Silefin,  which  Biren  pofTeflfed,  on  his  binifhmenj 
reverted  to  Munich.  They  now  compromifed  the  affair,  under 
the  mediation  of  Catharine,  in  fuch  manner,  that  the  latter,  for 
a  conGderable  fum  of  money,  fully  made  over  the  fovercignty  to 
the  former;  to  whofe  fon,  the  duke  having  been  again  dcpofcd 
by  Catharine^  it  belonged  at  the  time  of  her  death. 

patron 
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^)atron  and  promoter,  and  was  afterwards  hlmfelf 

lent  to  (hare  the  fame  fate :  thefe  likewife  now 

Ibund  themfelves  here  together,  and  likewife  with 

paffions  much  abated  of  their  violence.    Leftocq 

*wa8  feventy  when  Peter  recalled  him ;  but   Ca« 

Aarine  firft  gave  him  a  yearly  allowance :  Bcftuchef, 

the  former  chancellor  of  the  empire,  (he  now  pre- 

lented  with  his  freedom  and  dignities  in  his  fixty* 

ninth  year,  and  raifed  him  to  the  pod  of  general 

field-marfhah    In  that  capacity  he  flood  on  the  right 

hand  of  her   throne  at  her  coronation,   during 

the  public  dinner,  where  the  emprefs  fat  alone  at 

tabic*. 

Biren,  who^  more  exafperated  that  Peter  III. 
had  not  reinflared  him  in  his  duchy,  than  grateful 
for  the  liberty  to  which  he  had  juft  reftored  him, 
had  joined  himfelf  to  the  triumphant  party,  and 
had  occafionally  enlightened  it  by  his  experience ; 
Biren  took  the  road  to  Courland,  where  he  was 
without  difficulty  reinvefted  with  his  former  au- 
thority, and  where  he  favoured,  to  the  ucmofl  of  his 

*  Beftuchef^  fome  months  after  his  return,  publifhed  a  book  of 
devotion,  which,  dunng  his  exile,  he  had  compiled  of  various  paf-* 
faget,  from  the  Pfalms  and  other  parts  of  the  Bible.  He  after- 
wards caufed  a  medal  to  be  ftruck,  on  one  (idc  reprefeoting  his 
buil,  with  the  legend :  Alexius  comes  a  Beftuchef  Riumin,  imp. 
RuiT.  olim  cancellar.  nunc  fenior,  6cc.  On  the  other  is  a  coffin, 
with  his  efcutcheon,  orange  trees,  palm  trees,  fortitude,  con* 
ilaQcy.  Over  the  cofEn  :  Tertio  triumphat ;  and  in  the  exergue : 
Poft  duos  in  vita  de  inimicis  triumphos»  de  morte  triumphat*  He 
died  at  St*  Petcrfburg,  April  zi,  ijSC. 

power, 


284  lilFE    OF   THE  C.'/^^- 

power,  the  views  which   Catharine  had   already 
formed  on  Poland. 

To  complete  the  pifture  of  this  man,  who,  afier 
Saving  devoted  himfelf  to  the  commiffion  of  the 
moft  horrible  cruelties,  affumed  a  lenity  which  he 
carried  even  to  weaknefs,  and  who  united  in  his 
conduft  the  extremes  of  fervility  and  a  ridiculous 
vanity,  it  will  be  neceflary  to  mention  the  manner 
in  which  he  took  leave  of  Catharine.  Falling  on 
his  knees  before  her,  in  prefcnceof  the- whole  court, 
he  addrefled  her  in  thefe  terms : 

"  Moft  illuftrious  and  moft  puiflant  emprefs : 
"  moft  gracious  fovereign  and  great  lady  !  —  Is.  it 
poffible  to  conceive  of  a  magnanimity  and  cle- 
mency  equal  to  thofe  which  your  imperial  majeAy 
has  difplayed  towards  me  and  my  family  ?  A 
prince  without  liberty,  without  domains,  without 
affiftance,  without  fupport,  is  all  ac  once  fur* 
rounded  with  thefe  feveral  advantages  of  which 
**  he  had  been  deprived  by  a  fucceffion  of  mif- 
fortunes  for  a  long  feries  of  years.  I  am  indebted 
for  thefe  advantages  to  that  love  of  juftice  which 
•'  fills  the  throne  in  the  perfon  of  your  imperial 
majefty,  and  which  has  juft  broke  the  plot  which 
iniquity  and  violence  have  been  fo  artfuHy  la* 
bouring  to  complete. 

What  can  I  do  for  properly  acknowledging 
this  grace  and  thefe  bounties  ?  All  my  faculties  in 
**  conjunftion  with  thofe  of  my  family  are  infufficient 
•*  to  that  end ;  and  I  Ihould  be  inconfolable  if  I 
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^*  were  not  perfuaded  that  your  benevolence  acquits 
^*  thofe  who  have  nothing  to  ofifcr  but  gratitude  and 
^*  fubmiflion.  Thefe  are  the  two  fentiraents  which 
<*  I  (hall  carry  with  me  to  the  grave,  and  which  I 
'^  Aall  incellkntly  inculcate  on  all  that  belong  to 
"  me.^ — With  the  mod  humble  proftrations  then, 
"  at  the  feet  of  your  imperial  majefty,  I  promife 
"  you  a  gracirudc  and  fubmiflion  without  limi- 
"  tation,  and  I  prefume  to  intreat  you  gra* 
«*  cioully  to  (hew  to  me  and  to  mine  your  powerfuf 
"  proredllon  *^*' 

The  news  of  the  revolution  was  foon  univerfally 
fpread  ;  and  this  great  change  in  the  government 
of  Ru(fia,  it  was  univerfally  feared,  would  be  fol- 
lowed by  a  total  change  of  fyftem  with  regard  to 
foreign  affairs.  The  peace  and  alliance  with  the 
king  of  PrufTia  were  very  unpopular  meafurcs  in 
that  empire.  It  was  not  probable  that  the  clofe  and 
intimate  connexion  which  had  fubfifted  between 
the  king  of  Pruflia  and  the  late  tzar,  could  greatly 
recommend  him  to  the  fuccefl'or.  .And  as  it  vias 
imagined  that  this  revolution  niuft  have  been  in  a 
great  degree  owing  to  the  machinations  of  thofe 
courts,  whom  the  tzar  had  irritated  by  withdrawing 
from  their  alliance,  there  was  the  greater  feafon  to 

• 

*  Although  Biren  well  knew  that  he  was  the  fon  of  a  courlfh 
pcafant,  named  Biihren,  he  took  the  name  and  the  arma  of  the 
Biroiis  of  France^  being  dcHrous  of  pafTiug  I'oi  a  defccnJant  of 
tBat  houfe. 

apprehend 
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apprehend  that  the  power,  which  was  now  fct  up^ 
would  be  exerted  in  their  favour. 

,  There  were  alfo  great  advantages  on  the  fide  of 
.Huflia,  if  the  emprefs  (hould  not  hold  the  peace 
concluded  by  her  late  hufband  to  be  binding  on  her, 
as  none  of  the  conquefts  were  at  this  time  evacuated. 
Everything  feemed  to  confpire  towards  plunging 
the  king  of  Pruffia  into  the  abyfs  of  his  former  dif- 
treffes,  after  he  had  emerged  from  them,  only  for 
fuch  a  time,  and  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  make  them 
more  bitter  and  infupportable.  , 

Fortunately,  however,  for  this  wonderful  man 
the  emprefs,  who  had  come  to  the  Ruffian  thronp 
in  the  extraordinary  manner  that  we  have  feen, 
could  not  look  upon  herfolf  as  fufficiently  fecure  to 
unvfertake  again  a  war  of  fo  much  importance  as 
that  which  had  been  juft  concluded.  It  was  necef- 
fary,  for  fome  time  at  lead,  that  (he  fhould  confine 
her  attention  folely  to  her  own  fafety.  Therefore 
it  was  cxpevHcjut  to  collcrt,  wirhin  itfelf,  all  the  force 
of  the  empire,  in  order  to  oppofe  it  to  the  defigns 
ot*  the  many  malecontcnts,  with  which  that  empire 
always  abounds,  and  who,  though  not  attached  to 
the  intcrcft  of  the  late  tzar,  and  little  inclined  to 
revenge  his  fate,  would  find  now  both  inducement 
and  opportunity  for  raifmg  troubles  and  attempting 
new  chai^gcs.  Very  plaulible  pretences  for  fuch 
attempts  exiltcd  from  the  time  of  Peter  the  great  ; 
>!»ho,  whilll  he  improved  and  ftrengthened  his  king- 

dom» 
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doiUy  left  in  it,  at  the  fame  time>  the  feeds  of  dvil 
wars  and  revolutions. 

Tbefe  confiderations,  whatever  her  defires  might 
be,  induced  the  tzaritza  to  continue  fo  much  of  the 
fyftem  of  her  predeceffor,  as  coincided  with  her 
fituation.  She  therefore  declared  to  the  king  of 
PrufEa's  minifters,  **  that  fhe  was  refolved  to  ob- 
**  ferve  inviolably  in  all  points  the  perpetual  peace 
**  concluded  under  the  preceding  reign ;  that  never- 
**  thelefs  fhe  had  thought  proper  to  bring  back  to 
**  Rui&a,  by  the  neareft  roads,  all  her  troops  in 
*•  Silefia,  Pruffia,  and  Pomerania.'* 

It  was  not  the  critical  fituation  alone  of  the 
tzaritza  which  produced  this  moderation ;  the 
prudent  behaviour  of  his  pruflian  majefty,  during 
the  time  of  his  connection  with  the  late  tzar, 
had  a  confid^ble  (hare  in  reconciling  the  mind 
0/  this  emprefs  to  him,  and  of  perpetuatmg  fome- 
diing  like  the  fame  friend/hip,  with  intcrefts  fo  very 
different. 

On  the  21ft  of  July,  the  orders  arrived  at  the 
allied  camp  from  Peterfburg  for  the  Ruffians  to 
feparate  themfelves  from  his  army,  and  return  with- 
out delay  to  their  own  country. 

None  of  the  fovereigns  of  Europe  were  ignorant- 

of  the  fteps  by  which  Catharine  had  mounted  the 

throne ;  but  they  made  no  hefitation  in  acknow- 

ledging  her  tide.     Some  of  them  even  teftified  their 

joy  on  the  occafion :  which,  however,  was  no^t  of 

long  duration. 

Maria 
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Mam  Therefa;  atfirfl:  thought  that  the  Ruflianf^ 
abandoning  the  prufTian  flandards,  v^ould  unite 
their  arms  with  hers^  to  enable  her  once  more  to 
give  laws  to  Frederic .  Maria  Therefa  Was  deceived  $ 
and  fhortly  after  faw,  with  equal  adonifhment  and 
difpleafure,  Catharine  not  only  ordering  her  troops 
to  evacuate  Prufria>  but  confirming  the  peace  con- 
cluded by  the  tzar. 

Lewis  XV.  alio  flattered  himfclf  that  the  carefles 
with  which  Catharine  had  diflinguifhed  his  ambat 
fador,  while  (he  was  no  more  than  grand  dachefs, 
were  pledges  of  her  attachment  to  France,  But  no 
fooner  was  (he  fcated  on  the  throne,  than,  while  in« 
dulging  her  tafte  for  french  literature  *,  (lie  mani« 
fefted  her  contempt  and  averlion  for  the  court  of 
Verfailles  !•  Her  unfortunate  hulband  feemed  ia 
this  refpeftalfo  tp  have  ferved  her  foF^a  model. 

♦  She  was  a  great  admirer  of  tlic  french  writen,  and  efpeciany* 
the  tragic  poets.  Cathanne  alfo  manifclled  a  high  efleem  for  the 
philofophers.  She  wTote  to  d'Altmbcit,  offering  him  a  falary  of 
fifty  thoufanJ  rubles,  if  he  would  come  to  Pcterfburg  to  finifh  the 
Encyclopedie,  and  lake  upon  him  the  charge  of  the  education  of 
the  grand  duke  Paul  Ptirovitch.  D'Alcmbert  declined  the  offef. 
See  the  appendix^  No.  VII.  at  the  end  of  the  volume. 

f  Catharine  could  never  forgive  the  duo  de  Choifeul  for  patro« 
nixing  the  work  of  the  abbe  Chappe  d' Auteroche,  and  (he  even 
complained  of  it  not  a  long  time  before  her  death ;  againd  which 
work,  in  conjunction  with  Peter  Ivanovitch  Schuvalofy  (be  wrote 
••  Tlic  Antidote^"  which  was  mifcratly  tranflatcd  into  englUh 
ky  a  Udy. 

The 
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The  monarch  who  formed  the  bed  judgment  of 
ler  cbara£ler  was  the  king  of  Pruflia  *.  That  princcj 
3iairlng  long  forefeen  the  bold  attempt  by  which  (he 
obtained  the  crown,  repeatedly  wrote  to  his  minifter 

♦  The  king  of  Pruflia  vnotc  thus  to  count  Finkenftcin,  ««ie 
^'hit  iaToarltei :  —  "  The  emperor  of  Ruffia  has  been  dethroned 
•'  by  hit  confort :   it  was  to  be  cxpcdlcd.     That  prlnccfi  has 
*•  much  good  fcnfe  and  the  fame  inclinations  as  the  dcfunft.     She 
••  lias  no  religion,  but  adls  the  devotee.     It  is  the  fecond  vohimfc 
••   of  ZenOy  the  greek  emperor,  of  his  wife  Adriana,  and  of  Mary 
*•"  <3c  Medicis,     The  late  chancellor  Bclluchcf  was  her  greateft 
**    £aTounfce ;  and  as  he  has  a  ftroag  propcnfity  to  guineas*  I  flatter 
**    Tnyfelf  that  the  attachments  of  the  prcfeiit  period  will  be  the 
**     laine.    The  poor  emperor  wanted  to  imiutc  Peter  1.  but  he 
**"    liad  not  the  capacity  for  it.*'     This  letter  was  certainly  not 
'^^ "tended  to  fee  the  light :   and  it  is  curious  enough  to  put  it  in 
I*^»^lel  with  what  its  author,  that  grand  comedian  Frederic,  wrote 
^^W"  the   public  in   his  "  Hillory  of  the  Seven-years  War,"-*- 
The  king,'*  fays  he,  "  had  cultivated  the  friendship  of  the 
^rand  duke,  at  the  time  when  he  was  only  duke  of  Holftcin ; 
^nd  from  a  fenfibility  rarely  found  among  mankind,  riiore  rarely 
fiin  among  kings,  that  prince,  in  return,  prefcrved  a  grateful 
Iwart :  he  even  gave  marks  of  it  in  that  war ;  for  it  was  he  who 
'noft  contributed  to  the  retreat  of  general  Apraxin  in  1757; 
■^s^hcn,  after  having  beaten  general  Lewald,  he  fell  back  into 
f  oland.     During  all  thefe  troubles,  that  prince  even  abdained 
ftom  going  to  council,  where  he  had  a  feat,  in  order  not  to 
X^rticipate  in  the  mcafures  which  the   emprcfs  was  taking 

^gainft  Pruflia,  and  which  he  difapprovcd The 

fcing  a^ed  with  the  emperor  not  as  one  foveroign  with  another, 
fcut  with  that  cordiality  which  friendfliip  dema;jds,  and  which 
it  the  greateft  blcfiing  of  it.  The  viitues  of  Peter  111.  formed 
^n  exception  to  the  rults  of  policy  ;  it  was  hut  right  to  acl  the 
Tame  by  h\m," -^  I/iJIoirc  de  la  Guerre  defeat  Am ^  edit,  de 
*^^in,  tom.  ii. 

VOL,  I.  u  Goltz, 
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G^-hz,  ±^  tzct  Peter  I!L  vas  refolutely  bent 
Ms  C7Z  idbrjiSien,  it  vasadviiable  for  him  to 
c  rbe  £>:c  «?t  Cadiixine.   Accordingly  baron  Golc     ^ 
rbf  ir^zJGi  con^nuoQ  and  flatterer  of  the 
si£ff»  c<  dtf  txar,  ^as  one  ai  tbe  firft  to  abandt 
inn  t2ie  sctss:  lus  a£in  were  feen  to  take  a 
xlh'^cs  nrtL  11^  rscdred  from  Catharine  the 


Tbf  ecpc^V  Ikrvife  received  with  diftindi< 
::<  crv-T  Cif  Copeaha^en*,  and  gave  the  kio^ 
cc  Dcxa^&rk  ^.z^isces  that  he  might  make  hixzi^ 
:^i^  earr  cc  d»  fubTeit  of  HoUtein,  it  being  hcT^ 
'^r£!:::5.'c:  zlwsrs  !c  ke:ip  cp  a  good  underflancEoig" 


Keith,  ambaflador  from  England,  had  sot 
exadiy  the  fame  freedom  of  acce£s  to  this  prince& 
as  his  prcdeceflbr  Williams  had  formerly  had ;  ihe 
treated  him  however  as  the  minifter  of  a  fiiendlf 
power,  and  took  the  firfl  opportunity  to  renew  the 
treaty  which  had  long  procured  the  Englifh  almnft 
the  whole  commerce  of  Ruflia. 

While  (he  was  feairing  peace  with  the  kings  of 
Europe,  Catharine  neglefted  nothing  for  the  maiB- 
tenance  of  it  within  the  empire.  She  had  more  to 
fear  from  hef  own  fubjeds  than  from  foreign  poten- 
tates ;  fhe  therefore  employed  herfcif  in  thefe  afeirs 
alternately  with  art  and  fevcrity.  The  court  pre- 
fcntly  aflumed  a  new  face.     Everything  there  was 

•  G)unt  Ranzau  Afghbcrg,  «  friend  of  Gregory  Orlof. 

fubmiiEve 
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dubmiffive  to  the  fccret  will  of  Gregory  Orlof,  whofe 
influence  and  haughtinefs  were  increafing  from  day 
to  day,  humiliating  and  irritating  the  great,  and 
making  therh  ardently  deCire  his  fall.  Several 
of  them  ventured  to  fpeak  out,  and  a  refolution  to 
remove  them  was  the  immediate  confequence.  But 
Catharine  thought  it  heft  to  diifemble  a  while  longer, 
before  (he  openly  avenged  her  favourite,  and  put  the 
laft  feal  to  the  patent  of  his  power. 

The  fecond  accounts  that  arrived  from  Mofco 
were  of  a  more  favourable  complexion  than  the 
former.  Brandy  and  money,  diftributed  judicioufly 
by  the  governor,  had  worked  a  great  change  in  the 
minds  of  the  garrifon.  The  foldicts  could  not 
rcfiife  to  acknowledge  the  fovereign  who  ordered , 
tliein  daily  fuch  marks  of  her,  bounty.  Sure  of 
iuccefs  in  this  quarter,  Catharine  haftened  her 
journey  to  Mofco,  for  the  purpofe  of  celebrating  her 
coronation  in  that  ancient  capital  of  the  empire. 
^*it  previous  to  her  departure  from  St.  Petcrfburg, 
™^  affembled  the  regiments  of  the  guards  who  had 
her  on  the  throne,  and  gave  them  further 
trances  of  her  approbation.  She  left  them  under 
•  *^^  command  of  the  hetman  Razumofsky  and 
P^Uce  Volkonflky,  beftowed  the  government  of  the 
^^^  on  count  Bruce,  on  whofe  fidelity  (he  could 
^^ly,  and  charged  Alexey  Orlof  to  watch  over  ail 
^^^h  his  ufual  adivity. 

1"he  emprefs  chofe  for  her  attendants  on  the 
J^^rney   Gregory  Orlof,  the  old  chancellor  Bef- 

u  2  tuchef> 
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tuchef,  count  Stroganof;  in  fhort,  the  greater 
part  of  the  nobles  who  had  fhewn  themfelves  thei 
mod  devoted  to  her,  as  well  as  thofe  whofe  ab^ 
fence  ihe  had  reafon  to  dread.  Above  all,  flie 
neglefted  not  to  take  with  her  the  young  grand 
duke  Paul  Pctrovitch  and  the  principal  ladies  of 
the  court. 

This  numerous  cavalcade  made  its  entrance  with 
pomp  Into  Mofco,-  But  notwithftanding  the  money, 
that  had  been  previoufly  diftributed,  it  was  received 
without  any  tokens  of  public  welcome,  without 
acclamation.  Catharine  too  eafily  perceived,  by 
this  foHtude  and  filence,  that  her  prefence  was  dit 
agreeable  to  the  people.  She  neverthelefs  repaired 
.to  the  chapel  of  the  tzars,  where  (lie  laviihed  her 
flatteries  on  the  archbifhop  and  the  popes  \  and  fhe 
was  crowned  in  the  prefence  of  the  foldiery  and  the 
pecqjle  of  the  court.  The  crowd,  which  retired  at 
the  approach  of  the  emprefs,  ran  everywhere  to 
meet  the  grand  duke,  and  mingled  with  the  emo« 
tions  of  tendernefs  they  felt  for  the  child  a  viiible 
concern  for  the  misfortunes  of  his  father.  Catharine, 
diffatisfied  with  Mofco,  induftrioufly  concealed  her 
chagrin  ;  and  attending  only  to  the  necefl&try  delays, 
retook  the  road  to  Peterfburg. 

The  number  of  promotions,  prefents,  &c.  that 
were  made  on  occafion  of  the  coronation,  and 
which  moftly  fell  to  the  fhare  of  her  adherents  in 
the  late  revolution,  need  not  here  be  particularized. 
During  her  flay  at  Mofco  (he  honoured  that  antient 

2  capital 
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capital  by  iffuing  feveral  proclamations  from  itj 
and  to  flatter  the  military,  which  had  been  neglefted 
by  Peter,  (he  publifhed  a  manifefto,  on  the  day  of 
her  coronation,  in  praifc  of  the  troops  that  had 
fought  againll  Pruffia,  and  caufed  a  half-year's  pay 
to  be  given  to  the  fubalterns  and  common  foldiers 
who  had  been  prefent  at  the  victorious  battles  of 
Paltzig,  or  Kai  or  ZulUchau,  and  at  Frankfort  or 
Kunerfdorf.  Of  efach  of  the  four  regiments  of 
life  guards,  the  Pr^obajenflcoy,  Simeonofsky,  If- 
mailofsky,  and  the  horfe-guards,  the  emprefs  zp* 
pointed  herfelf  colonel.  General-adjutant  Gregory 
Orlof  was  made  lieutenant-colonel  of  the  laft  regi- 
ment ;  of  the  fir  ft,  his  brother  Alexey ;  of  the 
third,  Feodor,  captain  of  the  Simeonofsky;  and  of 
the  fourth,  Vladimir,  lieutenant  of  the  Ifmailofsky 
guards. 

Catharine  now  put  oflF  all  conftralnt.  The 
monks,  who  had  long  favoured  her  projects,  and 
to  whom  (he  had  often  promifed  a  reftoration  of 
the  poflcflixDns  they  had  been  defpoiled  of  by  her 
hulband,  vainly  recalled  to  her  mind  their  fervices 
and  her  promifes.  She  perceived  that  it  would  not 
be  prudent  to  let  them  refume  an  afcendant  which 
might  prove  as  dangerous  as  it  had  been  ferviceable 
to  her ;  and  inftead  of  revoking  the  edift  of 
Peter  III.  flie. Referred  it  to  the  examination  of  a^ 
fynod,  compofed  of  perfons  implicitly  fubfervient  to  ' 
her  will.  The  principal  members  of  the  clergy 
were  fecretly  brought  over ;  the  reft  were  facrificed; 
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and,  animated  with  facred  fury,  vowed  revenge 
againft  their  former  patron. 

The  rage  of  the  priefts  could  not  fail  of  having 
fome  eflfed;.  They  fanned  the  embers  of  fedition 
among  the  populace..  They  communicated  the 
fparks  of  it  to  fome  foldiers.  They  called  to  mind 
their  prince  Ivan.  They  difcovered  that  he  wa9  ia 
St.  Peterfburg  on  the  very  day  of  the  revolution  ; 
to  which  city  Peter  III.  had  myfterioufly  caufed  him 
to  be  brought^  in  the  defign  x>f  declaring  him  }u$ 
fucceflbr ;  and  whence  Catharine  had  fince  ^,  not 
lefs  myfterioufly,  had  him  conveyed;  and  thqf 
openly  faid^  that  it  was  to  that  unhappy  prince  that 
the  throne  belonged.  They  did  more.  They  de- 
teded  and  publilhed  a  manifeftp,  all  the  copies 
whereof  the  care  of  the  friends  of  Catharine  ha4 
not  been  able  to  fupprefs.  Peter  III.  had  caufed  it 
to  be  drawn  up  by  the  ftate-counfellor  Volkof>  and 
had  figned  it  with  his  hand.  In  a  melancholy  mood 
he  had  here  put  together  all  the  weakneffes  and 
faults  of  Catharine ;  and  accufing  her  of  adultery, 
declared  that  he  would  not  acknowledge  the  young 
grand  duke  for  his  fon,  fince  he  was  the  fruit  of  the 
fcandalous  commerce  of  his  wife  with  Soltikof. 
This  manifefto  f ,  compofed  with  great  force  and 
eloquence,  was  artfully  difperfed  among  the  people, 

■ 

•  It  wai  probably  on  this  occafion  ihat  Catharine  faw  prince 
Ivan,  as  (he  fays  in  the  ukafe  (he  publifhed  after  his  afTaflination, 
lind  which  is  printed  in  the  appendix  to  this  volume.  No.  X. 

f  Perhaps  a  forgery  of  the  cxafpcratcd  clergy. 

an4 
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and  fbon  found  its  way  among  the  foldiers,  whoi 
for  the  mod  part  unable  to  conceive  in  what  fit  of 
diftradion  they  had  been  drawn  into  the  rebellion^ 
already,  as  we  have  obferved,  repented  their  wicked- 
nefs,  or  deplored  the  fad  lot  of  a  prince,  miftaken 
but  not  malevolent,  weak  but  not  ftupid ;  who  had 
been  barbarouily  put  to  death.  He  whom  they 
lamented  foon  found  them  his  avengers.  Every 
thing  feemed  to  portend  a  new  revoludon:  but 
Glebof,  Paflick,  Teplof,  and  dieir  emifiaries,  were 
not  blind  to  all  thefe  proceedings.  Suddenly  an 
imperial  proclamation  came  forth,  forbidding  the 
foldiers  of  the  guards  from  aiTembling  without 
orders  received  from  their  officers.  Some  of  the 
mod  violent  were  imprifoned,  and  fuffered.  the 
puniihment  of  thp  knoot ;  others  were  baniihed 
into  Siberia :  terror  for  fome  time  kept  the  reft  in 
iilence. 

By  thus  chaftifing  the  regiments  of  the  guards, 
the  emprefs  thought  (he  fhould  alfo  fhut  the  mouths 
of  the  priefts.  She  refiifed  even  to  temporize  with 
the  courtiers  who  difpleafed  her,  and  thought  they 
|iad  juft  claims  to  her  gratitude.    Ivan  Schuvalof 

* 

had  not  openly  taken  part  in  the  confpiracy ;  but 
he  had  promoted  ic  beforehand  by  calumniating 
Peter  III.  and  as  foon  as  it  broke  out,  he  became  its 
approver  and  fupport.  By  flattering  the  pro- 
penfities  of  Catharine,  he  hoped  to  find  that  eafy* 
acccfs  with  her  which  the  emprefs  Elizabeth  had 
o^(^red    him.      Schuvalof    was     miftaken.      He 

U4  awakened 
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awakened  the  jealoufy  of  Orlof  j  Catharine  fent 
him  word  that  his  prefence  was  not  neceflary  at 
court*;  then,  adding  derifion  to  harfhnefg,  ihe 
made  him  a  prefent,  as  the  reward  of  his  fenrices, 
of  an  old  negro,  who  played  the  part  of  a  buffoon 
about  the  palace  f  •  ^ 

The  general  of  artillery  Villebois,  who  had 
yielded  to  a  fentiment  of  tendemefs  for  her  "rather 
than  follow  the  line  of  his  duty,  now  paid  the  forfeit 
of  his  miftake.  Orlof  ^as  afraid  of  his  talentt^ 
and  wanted  his  employments.  Villebois  was  dif* 
miffed,  and  the  favourite  appointed  grand  mafter  of 
the  artillery. 

The  pretenHons  of  princefs  Difhkof  becaiM 
odious  to  the  emprefs.  At  the  commencement  of 
the  revolution,  princefs  Dafhkof  had,  like  Catharine, 
put  on  the  uniform  oj^  the  guards,  and  marched  at 
their  head.  She  had  facrificed  h^r  father,  her  fifter^ 
her  whole  family,  to  the  elevation  of  her  friend  | ; 

*  Peter  III.  on  his  acceflion  to  the  throne,  aflcd  with  greater 
Itnlty  towards  Ivan  Schuvalof,  of  whonj  he  had  fo  great  a  n'gbt 
to  complain  under  the  reign  of  Eh'/abeth.  He  not  only  did  not 
■^  forbid  him  the  court,  but  he  made  hfm  a  prefent  often  thoufand 
4fcipcrial8  in  gold,  which  ihe  chamberlain  had  juft  received  of  the 
dying  fovereign^  and  which,  inftigated  by  fear,  be  fent  to  the 
new  emperor. 

f  It  was  faid  to  be  the  fame  negro  whom  the  tzar  was  defirout 
1        of  having  with  him  in  prifon. 

^  This  was  the  appellation  mntually  beftbwcd  qb  eagh  other 
by  Gaharinc  and  pdnccCi  Dafhkof, 

in 
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in  fome  inftances  (he  had  facrliiced  herfelf.  All  the 
recompence  (he  alked  was  the  title  of  colonel  of  the 
regiment  of  Pr^obajenflcy.  But  Catharine  anfwered 
her,  with  an  ironical  fmile,  that  the  academy  would 
fuit  her  better  than  a  military  corps.  Princefs 
Dafhkof,  cruelly  mortified  at  this  reply,  gave  fcope 
to  her  natural  impetuofity,  murmured  among  her 
friends  of  the  ingratitude  of  Catharine,  and  fought 
opportunities  for  (hewing  her  refentment.  The 
perfidious  Odart,  who  obferved  this  alteration  in 
the  behaviour  of  the  princefs,  was  the  firft  to 
carry  an  account  of  it  to  the  emprefs.  Princefs 
Da(hkof  immediately  received  orders  to  retire  to 
Mofco  •. 

At  the  fame  time  Catharine  commi(noned  the 
piedmontcfe  Odart  to  engage  the  ambaflfador  of 
France  to  write  to  Voltaire,  cautioning  him  to  be 
on  his  guard  againft  the  vanity  of  princefs  Dafhkof, 
and  to  tell  him.  that  if  he  fhould  tranfmit  to 
pofterity  the  event  that  had  juft  happened  in  RuiGa, 
fae  need  only  make  mention  of  this  young  woman 

*  Here  (he  was  delivered  of  a  daughter,  afterwards  married  te 
M.  de  Tfcherbinin  ;  a  lady  of  remarkable  accorapliflunentt  and 
the  mod  agreeable  manners.  It  is  no  wonder  then  if  her  fociety 
was  frequented  by  all  men  of  talents  and  literature  from  every 
court  in  Europe.  After  palling  three  or  four. years  in  travelling 
through  various  parts  of  Germany  and  the  ftates  of  Italy^  madame 
Tfchefbinin  afterwards  took  up  her  refidence  at  Warfaw ;  but 
fince  the  commencement  of  the  reign  of  Paul  I.  (he  is  gone 
to  refide  with  her  mother  at,  her  retirement  in  the  vicinity  of 
Mofco.  ^ 

as 
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as  having  aded  a  very  fecondary  part  in  a  revolii- 
tion,  the  fuccefs  whereof  was  owing  folely  to  the 
wifdom  and  courage  of  the  cmprefs  *.  The  fame 
commiflion  was  giv^n  to  her  ambafladors  at  London 
and  at  Paris  f . 

The  archbifhop  of  Novgorod,  one  of  the  prin* 
cipal  inftruments  in  the  revolution,  and  who  had 
the  mod  aiEfted  in  diminifhing  the  privileges  of  the 
monks,  having  been  gained  over  by  money  and  pro^ 
mifes,  found  all  at  once  that  his  towering  hopes  were 
fruflrated.  When  Catharine  had  no  longer  any 
need  of  his  fervices,  ihe  prefently  difmifled  him ; 
and  he  was  obliged  to  take  back  with  him  his  rage 
and  dlfgrace  to  a  clergy  who  hated  himj  and  a  peo« 
pie  who  defpifed  his  ambition. 

In  the  mean  time  Poniatofsky  had  learned,  with 
inexpreflible  joy,  the  triumph  of  Catharine*  Since 
his  departure  fropi  Sc.  Peterlburg,  he  had  kept  up 
9  regular  correfpondence  with  her,  through  the 
means  of  fome  obliging  friends  ;  and  he  placed  the 
more  dependance  upon  her,  as,  while  ihe  had  a. 

*  M.  de  Brctcuil  wrote  in  hia  letter:  *'  C*cft  pouffer  bicn  loin 
**  lajtloufie  &  la  liardleiTe  de  Pingratitude." 

f  Upwards  of  fivc-and-twcmy  years  after  that  event,  Catha- 
line  held  the  fame  language  to  a  miniflcr  from  a  foreign  power. 
It  was  her  carneft  defire  that  the  hillory  of  her  life  and  reign 
(hould  have  been  undertaken  by  the  hidorian  of  Charles  V. 
Various  fuggeftions  were  at  fcvcral  times  given  to  that  effed>  an^ 
tranfmitted  to  Scotland ;  and  for  which  all  the  neceffary  papers 
and  documents  were  to  have  been  furnifhed  by  hcrfclf. 
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fecret  partiality  for  others,  (he  openly  afieded  a  ro- 
inant^c  conftanqy  in  her  attachment  to  him.  Per- 
haps Poniatofsky  might  fls^tter  himfelf  that  he  (hould 
Ibon  be  honoured  with  her  hand,  whofe  heart  he 
imagined  had  long  been  hi$.  He  advanced  to  the 
frontiers  of  Poland,  and  fent  to  afk  permiifion  of 
her  majefty  to  pay  a  vifit  to  her  court.  But  (he 
returned  him  for  anfwer,  that  his  prefence  was  not 
necelfiiry  at  Peter(burg  ;  and  that  (he  had  different 
views  in  his  behalf.  Unwilling  that  he  (hould  be 
farther  informed  of  her  new  conne&ions,  (he  con- 
tinued to  write  to  him  in  ^n  affectionate  (lyle,  and 
ibmetimcs  (bed  tears  before  the  confidants  ^  of  the 
Pole,  in  fpeaking  of  her  pa(rion  for  him.  She 
complained  that  an  inclination  for  Orlof  was  attri- 
buted to  her,  and  attempted  to  ridicule  him  in  their 
eyes. 

But  the  period  of  fears  was  pa(l.  Orlof  had 
done  with  myftery.  Haughty  and  coarfe  in  his 
manners,  that  favourite  but  aukwardly  fubmitted  to 
diffimulation  ;  and  he  now  made  it  appear  that  he 
had  no  longer  occadon  for  an  inconvenient  precau- 
-tion*  Accuftomed  to  live  in  the  barracks  and 
cabaks  f ,  Orlof  at  times  would  drink  pretty  freely. 
One  evening,  being  "at  fupper  with  theemprefs,  the 
Jietqian  Razumofsky,  and  fom^  pthers  of  the  court, 
and  being  flu(hed  with  wine^  he  talked  of  the  af- 

*  M.  de  Mercy  and  M.  de  Brcteuil. 

'f  Tippling  houfes  frequented  bj  the  lower  orders  of  people. 

8  cendant 
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cendant  he  had  over  the  guards ;  he  boafted  of 
having  folcly  brought  about  the  revolution ;  and 
added,  that  his  power  was  fo  great,  that  if  he  chofc 
toabufe  it,  lie  could  deftroy  in  one  month  his  own 
work,  and  dethrone  the  emprc-fs.  *^  You  might  do 
••  fo  in  one  month/'  returned  the  hetman^  fmiling 
at  his  infolcnce ;  "  but,  my  friend,  within  a  fort- 
"  night  after  \vc  would  have  hanged  you  I*'  The 
other  courtiers  Teemed  offended  ;  but  the  favour  of 
Orlof  was  not  diminifhed. 

The  attachment  of  Catharine  to  her  favourite 
arofe  more  from  policy  than  aft'eclion.  She  knew 
his  adivity,  his  vehemence,  hi^  boidnefs  ;  and  flie 
could  neither  arm  herftif  ^igainit  him  by  an  empty 
pride,  nor  prefer  to  him  courtiers  doubtlefs  more 
polite,  but  almod  all  without  talents,  and  deflitute 
of  courage,  Lefs  gracious  towards  the  other  con* 
fpirators,  who  were  only  fubaltern  officers,  and 
whom  ihe  had  already  fufficiently  rewarded^  (he 
removed  them  by  degrees  from  the  court,  leaving 
them  to  return  to  their  fokiier-like  courfe  of  life, 
and  their  obfcure  libertinifm.  It  may  be  that  fhc 
would  have  done  better  to  have  kept  on  the  mafk 
a  little  longer  *. 

The 

♦  Some  pcrfons  made  a  handle  of  this  behaviour  to  charge 
her  with  ingratitude  and  fchiflmcfs.  The  (late  connfellor  Brock- 
torf,  pn\'atc  fecrctary  to  the  tzar,  and  who  had  often  prevented 
that  prince  from  fhcwlng  his  refentment  againft  Catharine,  fpoke 
of  it  in  thcfe  terms:  *'  The  emprefs  thinks  it  a  fufficient  hap- 
*'  pincfs  to  be  permitted  to  fcrvc  her,  and  that  it  is  rccompence 

**  enough 
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The  cbaftifement  of  the  foldlers  who  were  the 
firft  in  the  mutiny  had  not  entirely  quelled  the 
fpirit  of  revolt.     The  removal  of  the  archbiflioJ> 
of  Novgorod  and  princcfs  Daflikof,  the  unfettled 
health  of  the  youno:  grand  duke  *,  the  pity  fliewn 
by  all  ranks  of  people  for  prince  Ivan ;  all  furniflied 
a  handle  to  difcontents,  which  the  popes  dexteroully 
employed    for  inciting  and  irritating  the  |)eople. 
There  was  a  general  fermentation  in  the  barracks. 
The  danger  became  even   fo  imminent,  that  her 
majefty  was  thought,  during  a  whole  day  f ,  to  be 
in  extreme  hazard  X>i  experiencing  the  fate  of  her 
huiband.      But    her   courage  never  forfook  her. 
Without  calling  her  council,  flie  took  private  mea- 
fures  for  calming  the  revolt ;  and  when  the  hctman 
Razumofsky,Be(tuchef,  Panin,  Gkbof,  with  feveral 
other  members  of  the  fcnate,  prefented  themfelve^ 
to  her,  to  teftify  their  uneafmefs,  ihe  faid  to  them, 
with  that  dignity  which  was  peculiar  to  her :  **  Why 
**  are  you  alarmed  ?    1  hink  ye  that  I  am  afraid  to 
"  face  the  danger  ?  or  rather,  ar^  you  afraid  that 
**  I  know  not  how  to  overcome  it  ?  Recollect  that 

^  enough  to  have  the  honour  wliich  (he  fuppofcs  it  ftiotild  he 
**  reckoned  ;  and  when  i\\e-  has  made  wliat  ufe  f.ic  wanted  of  any 
•*  one,  or  of  which  Ihe  thought  him  capable,  flic  do^s  witli  him 
•*  at  we  do  with  an  orange,  after  fuckiug  oat  the  juice  we  throw 
**  the  peal  out  at  window." 

•  He  vras  attacked  with  a  fort  of  fcorbutic  complaint, 

f  It  was  fome  time  after  her  return  from  Mofco. 

•*  you 
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<<  you  have  feen  me,  in  moments  more  terrible  than 
«*  thefe,  in  full  poffeffion  of  the  whole  vigour  of  my 
^«  mind ;  and  that  I  can  fupport  the  moft  cruel 
«*  reverfes  of  Fortune  with  as  much  ferenity  as  I 
*'  have  fupported  her  favoujs.  A  few  &£Hout 
^*  fpirits,  a  few  mutinous  foldiers,  are  -to  deprive 
«*  me  of  a  crown  that  I  accepted  with  *  relu&ance, 
««  and  only  as  the  means  of  delivering  the  ruffian 
**  nation  from  the  miferics  with  which  it  was  threat- 
•*  ened !  I  know  not  with  what  pretence  they  colour 
<^  their  infolence ;  I  know  not  on  what  means  they 
*«  rely :  but,  I  fay  it  again,  they*caufe  me  no  alarm. 
«•  *rhat  Providence  which  has  called  me  to  reign^ 
*^  ^ill  prcferve  me  for  the  glory  and  the  happi- 
^^  ncfs  of  the  empire ;  and  that  abnighty  arm  which 
''^  has  hitherto  been  my  defence,  will  now  confound 
*'  inv  foes*** 

The  Orlofs  and  their  friends  at  that  very  time 
were  neglecting  nothing  that  could  pacify  the 
guards;  and  prefents  foftened  thofewbom  fpeeches 
uud  promifcs  could  not  appeafe.  When  their  fide* 
licy  was  again  fecured,  four-and-twenty  of  their 
otliccrs  were  arreded  and  tried.  The  four  principal 
ringleaders  f  were  declared  guilty  of  high  treafon^^ 

and 

•  ll  is  certain  that  Catharine  cxpreflcd  hcrfelf  in  thcfc  very 
trMTiK,  and  that  cvlu  in  the  pre  fence  of  fome  of  her  accoin<» 

f    Thefe  were  the  three  brothert  Gurief,  officers  in  the  ifoui'il^^ 
o:>iw>  u-^i.iicut  of  guai  Js,  and  KrufcLefi  an  officer  of  the  rcgi* 

meot 
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and  condemned  to  be  quartered.  But  Catharine^ 
thinking  that  lefs  benefit  was  likely  to  accrue  from 
leaving  them  to  their  fentence,  commuted  their 
punifliment  into  a  banilhment  to  Siberia ;  and  wifli- 
ing,  at  the  fame  time^  to  attempt  at  infpiring  the 
Ruffians  with  fome  dread  of  infamy^  a  dread  which 
had  fo  much  influence  in  other  nations^  ihe  caufed 
the  four  officers  to  be  degraded  and  fcourged  by  the 
hand  of  the  common  executioner. 

While  Catharine  was  thus  managing  her  fubjeds» 
(he  difplayed  to  fordgn  courts  all  the  greatnefs  of 
her  charafter.  The  ambaflador  of  France  follidted 
her  in  vain  for  obtaining  a  reverfal  fimilar  to  thofc 
granted  by  Elizabeth  and  Peter  III.  at  their  accef- 
fion  to  the  throne,  the  purport  of  which  was  to 
prove  that  the  title  of  emprefs  changed  abfolutely 
nothing  in  the  ceremonial  between  the  two  courts; 
and  perfifted  in  the  refufal^  notwithftanding  the 
difficulties  it  might  occafion  *•  In  a  word^  ihe  de- 
clared 


ment  of  Ingria  or  Ingermlaadflcoi*  and  a  man  of  great  talent^. 
A  brother  of  the  latter,  feijeant  in  the  fame  regiment^  was  alfo 
in  the  plot,  but  was  not  adjudged  to  the  fame  punifhment. 

•  Thefe  difficulties  were  not  the  only  ones  M.  de  Breteuil  had 
with  Catharine  :  and  it  may  not  be  ufclcfs  to  mention  the  grave 
minutise  in  which  ambafladori  are  fometimes  employed.  Ti^e 
cuflom  IS,  that  women  as  well  as  men  kifs  the  hand  of  the.em- 
prefs.  M.  de  Breteuil  had  the  vanity  to  infift  that  hi$  lady, 
rather  than  conform  to  tliat  cuflom,  (hould  abdain  from  appear- 
ing at  court.     He  made  feveral  remoRltrslnces  on  this  fuljc^. 

Catharine 
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dared  that  the  ceremonial. fhould  not  be  changed ; 
but  that  there  ihould  never  more  be  any  reverfai  at 
the  commencement  of  a  new  reign  ♦.  Neverthelefii 
fhe  gave  fecret  inftrudions  to  leveral  of  her  ambaf- 
fadors  to  take  precedence  of  that  from  France,  when* 
ever  occafion  fliould  offer  f  • 

The  emprefs,  always  combining  policy  with  firm- 
nefs,  found  means  to  footh  the  moil  dangerous  of 
the  priefts,  and  to  put  a  flop  to  the  cabals  of  the 
monks.  She  recalled  to  court  princefs  Daffikof, 
whofe  influence  and  enterprifes  at  Mofco  might  dif- 
turb  the  tranquillity  of  the  empire.  She  fent  away 
the  piedmontefe  Odart^  whofe  continual  informa- 
tions had  rendered  him  odious^  to  all  the  court.  Her 
pralfe  was  refotmded,  by  the  trumpet  of  fame,  from 
one  end  of  Europe  to  the  other,  and  reverberated 
to  Peterfburg.  The  health  of  the  young  grand 
duke  was  re-eflabli(hed.  The  promifing  expeda* 
tions  that  were  jufUy  ralfed  by  the  good  condu&  of 
that  prince^  drew  off  all  eyes  from  the  prifon  of 


Catharine  held  out ;  and  that  madame  de  Bretenil  might  not  die 
of  Texation  in  her  hdtel^  the  ambaffador  was  obliged  to  fubmit. 
However,  by  a  g^rand  ftroke  of  policy,  he  recommended  to  his 
lady  not  to  klfs  her  roajefty's  hand,  bat  only  to  pretend  to  do  fa 

*  See  the  declaration  in  the  appendix.  No.  VIII.  at  the  cud 
of  the  volume* 

f  The  difpute  that  happened  between  the  due  de  Chatelet  and 
coont  Ivan  Chemichef,  ambafiador  from  Rul&a  to  the  court  of 
St.  Jamet'si  is  well  kngwiu 

the 
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V  the  unfortunate  Ivan ;  and  the  Ruffians  accommo- 
dated  themfelves  to  a  yoke  which  they  had  attempt- 
ed in  vain  to  fhake  off. 

Ambition  did  not  extinguifli  the  love  of  pleafure 
in  the  breaft  of  Catharine.  It  was  even  by  the 
latter  that  fhe  gained  more  and  more  the  attachment 
of  her  courtiers  ;  but  (he  could  quit  her  pleafures  to 
engage  in  the  moft  ferious  affairs,  and  apply  to  the 
mod  arduous  concerns  of  government.  She  affifted 
at  all  the  deliberations  of  the  council,  read  the 
tdifpatches  from  her  ambafladors,  either  dictated  or 

• 

minuted  with  her  own  hand  the  anfwers  that  were 
to  be  fent  to  them,  and  afterwards  attended  to  all 
the  particulars  of  thelf  execution.  Jealous  of  folid 
renown,  fhe  fet  before  her  the  example  of  thofd 
illuftrious  monarchs  who  effaced  their  weakneffes 
by  the  grandeur  of  their  exploits;  and,  with  the 
infirmities  of  men,  merited  and  obtained  the  grate- 
fill  acknowledgments  of  all  fucceeding  times,  as  th6 
friends  and  benefaftors  of  the  human  race.  She 
followed  thofe  maxims  which  (he  frequently  quoted : 
-<«  We  fhould  be  conftant  in  our  plans,'*  faid  fhe, 
•'  It  is  better  to  do  amifs,  than  to  alter  our  purpoftf, 
**  None  but  fools  are  irrefolute." 


VOL.  I. 
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CHAP.      IV.  ^ 

Catharine  is  occupied  in  Schemes  of  A^randifemifd. 

—  She  fupports  Biren  in  Courland.  —  Pamn  is 
dejirous  of  changing  the  Form  of  the  Ruffian  Govern- 
Pient.  —  Bcjiuchef  diffuades  the  Emprefs  from  itj 
and  ivifhes  to  induce  her  to  marry  Gregory  Orhf. 

—  A  Plot  concerted  at  Mofco  againft  the  Life 
of  Orlof  —  A  Confpiracy  againft  the  Emprefs.  — 
Anfwer  of  Princefs  Dajhkof  —  Poniatofsky  deftrous 
of  coming  to  Rujftay  l^c.  —  Occurrences  of  1762 
and  1763. 

1  HE  bloody  war  carried  on  againft  Fredericy 
continued  to  rage  in  the  reft  of  Europe.  RuiBa 
had  juft  feparated  from  that  formidable  leaguet 
and  Sweden  was  following  her  example*  Peter 
had  not  merely  put  an  end  to  hoftilities^  and  re* 
ftored  to  the  king  the  territory  of  £aft-Pruffia» 
which  had  been  conquered  by  the  ruflian  arms ; 
but  he  had  even  ordered  his  troops  to  join  the  army 
of  that  prince,  to  fight  under  him  as  allies,  againft 
the  remaining  confederated  powers.  The  latter 
relation  thus  immediately  ceafed,  and  it  was  of  the 
utraofl  importance  to  know  what  refolutions  would 
now  be  adopted  by  Catharine.    For,  though  the 

ruf&an 
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ruilian  army  under  Elizabeth  had  performed  fo 
little  in  comparifon  of  what  might  have  been  rea- 
fonably  expected  from  their  numbers  and  force  yet 
Ruilia  was  a  very  formidable  enemy,  to  whom  Fre- 
dericj  in  fpite  of  all  the  refources  of  his  fertile  genius, 
muft  at  length  have  fubmitted,  efpecially  if  the 
bravery  of  the  foldiers  fhould  have  been  properly 
enforced  by  a  better  command. 

Frederic  had  been  Peter's  friend,  was  acquainted 
with  all  his  fentiments  and  plans,  had  imparted  to 
him  counfel,  and  maintained  a  confidential  carre- 
ipondence  with  him^     Could  it  be  expected  that  his 
fucceflbr  (hould  have  much  inclination  and  con« 
fidence  for  the  friend  of  him  whom  (he  had  ejected 
from  the  throne?    Was  it  not  probable  that  he 
was  informed,  perhaps  6ven  approved  of  the  meafures 
that  the  emperor  had  taken  in  regard  to  Catharine^ 
and  for  the  preventing  of  which  fhe  had  undertaken 
that  very  ftep  ?    Frederic  had  indeed  been  Peter's 
friend ;  but  a  worthy  and  paternal  friend,  an  ex- 
perienced and  faithful  monitor.    He  had  the  highed 
reafon  to  be  devoted  to  the    emperor  with  the 
fincerefl:  attachment  j  but  Frederic  was  too  generous 
to  beftow  his  calm  approbation  on  what  he  did  not 
hold  to  be  right.     With  tender  concern  he  beheld 
Peter  giving  the  rein  to  his  paffions,  and  exerted 
all  the  influence  of  his  friendfliip  to  reduce  him 
to  a  better  conduct.     His  letters  abounded  with  ad- 
monitions to  the  reftoration  of  domeflic  concord, 
and  the  re-eftablilhment  of  peace  in  the  imperial 
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family.  Catharine  read  them,  and  was  convinced 
of  the  perfevering  good- will  of  the  great  prince,  to 
whom  fhe  was  indebted  for  the  firft  poffibiKty  ^of  • 
obtaining  the  ruffian  crown  *.  Frederic  had  even 
left  nothing  untried  to  diifuade  the  tzar  from  his 
violent  refolution  of  declaring  war  againft  Den- 
mark :  at  length,  however,  a  congrefs  was  apppinted 
at  Berlin,  in  order  to  bring  all  differences  to  an 
accommodation. 

The  negotiation  went  on  with  fuccefs,  and  ended 
happily.  Catharine  therefore  ratified  the  peace 
with  Pruffia  and  with  Denmark. 

Ruffia  then  enjoyed  a  peace  with  foreign  powers^ 
which  had  been  begun  by  the  unfortunate  Peter 
III.  and  which  Catharine  had  now  confirmed  :  but 
the  interior-  of  the  empire,  in  various  parts,  exhi- 
bited figns  of  fermentation.  Neither  the  feverc 
fentence  pronounced  againft  the  four  principd 
leaders  of  the  tumult  of  the  guards,  nor  the  aflbmed 
clemency  of  the  emprefs,  were  able  to  ftifle  thofe 
fentiments  of  hatred  and  vengeance  which  the  view 
of  a  great  ad  of  injuftice  never  fails  to  infpire. 

*  On  perufing  tliefc  letters  the  emprefs  burft  into  tears  of 
gratitude^  and  made  in  confequencc  the  flrongeft  declaiations  in 
favour  of  this  prince.  They  were  not  without  elfedt'.  Ordcfi 
liad  been  given  with  relation  to  Pruffia,  which  threatened  a  re- 
newal of  hoftilltlcs.  They  were  foon  fufpcndcd.  The  amy  of 
the  Ruffians  Was  indeed  fcparated  ftom  that  of  PruiCa;  but 
»11  the  important  places  which  the  Ruffians  had,  with  fo  much 
bloodflied  and  through  fo  many  difficulties,  acquired,  and  whick 
gave  them  the  command  of  everything  clfe  that  remained  to  tke 
king,  weie  faithfully  rcftored« 

Thoughr 
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Though  Catharine  perhaps  had  no  great  reafon 
to  fufpeft  that  her  fubjefts  were  not  perfeftly  fatif- 
fied  with  the  methods  by  which  the  late  revolution 
had  been  efFefted,  yet  (he  thought  it  expedient  to 
call  off  their  attention  from  a  recent  event  of  fuch 
magnitude  and  importance,  by  brilliant  novelties 
and  fuccefsful  enterprifes.  But  fhe  ,alfo  knew  that 
too  many  obftacles  were  oppofed  to  thefe  enterprifes, 
and  that  the  penury  of  her  finances  as  well  as  the 
dictates  of  policy  impelled  her  to  peace. 

With  regard  to  any  offenfive  intentions  againft 
Ruifia,  they  have  long  fmce  ceafed  to  compofe  a 
part  in  the  politics  of  any  power  whatever.  Not- 
withftanding  her  permanent  ftrength,  and  an  oc- 
cafional  exertion  of  it,  that  are  very  menacing,  it 
does  not  appear  that  there  has,  even  once,  been  a 
plan  fcrioufly  thought  on  for  the  reduftion  of  the 
grcatnefs  of  Ruflia,  ever  lince  the  time  of  Charles 
XII.  which  was  the  period  of  her  entering  into  the 
circle  of  our  political  fyftem  :  and  this  was  rather 
an  attempt  to  crufh  her  in  her  infancy,  than  a  plan 
to  obftruft  her  further  growth,  when  once  become 
formidable. 

From  that  time  fhe  has  been  growing  (not  fo 
,  much,  perhaps,  as  might  be  expefted  in  learning 
and  the  arts,  but,  certainly)  to  a  very  high  degree 
in  fubflantial  power,  and  in  all  the  refources  that 
fupport  it;  a  flrong  military  force,  an  increafing 
commerce,  prudent,  becaufe  for  the  moft  part  a 
{ugrative  fyftem  of  negotiation ;  and  an  unbounded 
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influence  over  thofe  nations  with  whom  (he  has  the     .    . 
neareft  c5nne£tion.  1    ^ 

Her  friendfhip  has  been  much  fought,  and 
generally  paid  for.  Her  armies  have  been  kept  up 
at  very  confiderable  numbers ;  and  if  her  troop^ 
have  not  improved,  the  laft  war  evidently  demoil>'^ 
(Irated  that  chey  had  not  at  all  declined  from  th9-^ 
difcipline  to  which  they  were  formed  by  Peter  th 
great.  That  commerce,  too,  of  which  he  was  ith 
founder,  had  been  far  from  languifhing  fince  hi 
death :  and  the  balance  of  trade  was  probaUy 
her  favour  againft  fome  of  the  nations  with  whoar"^* 
llie  has  intercourfe.  The  emulation  which,  for 
century  pad,  has  fubfifled  amongft  all  the  maritime 
countries  in  augmenting  their  marine,  has,  withou0^  ^ 
the  exertion  of  any  deep  policy  on  her  fide,  operat 
powerfully  in  her  favour ;  as  nature  has  made  h 
the  great  magazine  of  naval  (lores  to  Europe. 

Nothing  (hews  more  clearly  that  Ruflia  has  th 
ftrongcft  political  (lamina,  than  that  her  conditio 
is  fuch  as  we  have  defcribed  it,  whilft  her  govern 
mtnt  has  undergone  very  frequent  (hocks  and  fud- 
den   revolutions,    whilft    the  throne  was   feldom 
cftablifhfcd  with  great  fecurity  to  the  pofleflbr,  and 
never  provided  with  any  found  and  invariable  rule 
of  fucceffion. 

At  prefent  it  could  not  be  faid  that  Rudia  was 
much  improved  in  thefe  particulars.  On  the  con- 
trary, nothing  could  be  more  critical  than  the 
fituation  of  that  government* 
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The  emprefs  immediately  applied  \t^ith  extreme 
affiduity  and  care  to  the  adminiftration  of  her  vafl: 
eftates,  the  advancement  of  commerce,  the  aug- 
mentation of  the  marine,  and  efpecially  to  the 
means  of  recovering  the  finances,  without  being 
reduced  to  the  necefiity  of  obferving  a  parfimoni- 
0U8  ceconomy.  Her  grand  ideas  of  the  fovereignty 
of  Ruflia  permitted  her  not  to  renounce  that  oriental 
m^gnificeoce,  for  which,  from  the  beginning  of 
the  reigh  of  Elizabeth,  the  court  of  St.  Peterlburg 
had  been  famous  throughout  the  world.  This 
luxury  might  likewife  feem  the  more  neceflary  as 
an  obje£t  of  attraction  to  the  notice  of  the  public 
both  at  home  and  abroad,  till  (he  could  excite  its 
hftonifhment  by  the  fplendour  of  conquefts. 

After  engaging  in  bufmefs  with  her  minifters,  her 
majefly  would  frequently  eonverfe  and  always  in 
private,  one  while  with  Beftuchef  and  at  another 
with  Munich.  With  one  fhe  ftudied  politics  and 
the  rcfources  of  the  feveral  courts  of  Europe ;  the 
other  communicated  to  her  the  plan  he  had  been 
meditating  in  his  exile  in  Siberia,  for  driving  the 
Turks  from  Conftantinople,  a  plan  fingularly  gra- 
tifying to  the  afpiring  mind  of  Catharine,  and  which^ 
thirty  years  after,  feemed  to  have  been  on  the  point 
of  being  carried  into  effedfc 

Her  firfl  cares  were  directed  to  domeflic  regula- 
tions. The  ftyle  in  all  her  ordinances  has  fome- 
thing  uncommonly  confidential  and  open :  the  fub- 
jeds  heard  the  voice  of  a  careful  mother,  without 
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feeling  thcmfelves  treated  like  helplefs  children  ; 
on  the  contrary  they  all  have  a  tendency  to  bring 
them  to  liberty.  She  frequently  mentioned  the 
duties  of  fovereigns,  and  particularly  what  the 
f  mprefs  efteemed  to  be  her  own.  For  inftance,  ia 
her  firft  manifefto,  dated  July  6ih,  1762,  immcdi* 
ately  on  her  acceflion  to  the  throne :  '>  It  is  thus," 
.faid  the  emprefs,  '*  without  fpilling  one  drop  of 
^^  blood,  that  we  have  afccnded  the  ruffian  throne, 
*<  by  the  affiflance  of  God,  and  the  approving 
^*  fufFrages  of  our  beloved  country. — Humbly 
*•  adoring  the  decrees  of  Divine  Providence,  we 
^'  affure  our  faithful  fubjevfls,  that  we  will  not*fail, 
**  by  night  and  by  day,  to  invoke  the  Moft  High 
^*  to  blefs  our  fceptre,  and  enable  us  to  weild  it  for 
'*  the  maintenance  of  our  orthodox  religion,  the 
♦'  fecurity  and  defence  of  our  dear  country,  and 
^^  the  equal  adminiftration  of  juflice ;  as  well  as 
^*  to  put  an  end  to  all  miferies,   iniquities,  and 

* 

^^  violences,  by  ftrengthening  and  fortifying  our 
**  heart  for  the  public  good.  And  as  we  ardently 
^'  wiih  to  prove  efFeftually  how  far  we  merit  the 
*•  reciprocal  love  of  our  people,  for  whofe  happi- 
*^  nefs  we  acknowledge  our  throne  to  be  eflabliflied, 
**  we  folemnly  promife  on  our  imperial  word,  to 
?'  make  fuch  arrangements  in  the  empire  as  that 
the  government  may  be  endued  with  an  intrinfic 
force  to  fupport  itfelf  within  limited  and  proper 
bounds ;  and  each  department  of  the  ftare  pro- 
f*  vided  with  wholcfome    laws    and  regulations, 
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^*^  fufficlent  to  the  prefervation  of  good  order^  at 
^'  all  times,  and  in  all  circumflances. 

**  By  which  means  we  hope  henceforward  to 
**  eftablifli  the  empire  and  our  fqvereign  power, 
*^.  (however  they  may  have  been  heretofore  weaken- 
^'  ed),  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  comfort  the  dif- 
*^  cour^ged  hearts  of  all  true  patriots.  Not  en- 
f^  tertaining  the'  leafl:  doubt,  that  all  our  loving 
f^  fubjeds  will,  as  well  for  the  falvation  of  their 
'*  own  fouls,  as  for  the  honour  of  religion  j  inviolably 
•*  pbfetve  the  oath  they  have  fworn  in  the  prefence 
^'.  of  Almighty  God  5  we  thereupon  affurc  then* 
^^  of  our  imperial  favour." 

.  Again  in  the  ukafe  of  the  29th  of  July  in  the 
f;|me  year :  ^^  Not  only  all  that  we  have  or  may 
^*  baye,  but  alfo  our  life  itfelf,  we  have  devoted  to 
f*  pur  dear  country.  We  value  nothing  on  our 
•*  own  account ;  we  ferve  not  ourfelf  j  but  we 
^^  labour  with  all  pains,  with  all  diligence  and 
^*  care,  for  the  glory  and  happinefs  of  pur  people.** 
In  a  manifefto  of  the  17  th  of  July,  the  emprefs 
publicly  and  folemnly  promifed  to  employ  her 
principal  care  to  the  maintenance  of  juflice.  Under 
date  of  the  29th  (he  informed  the  people  of  her 
having  received  account  that  a  certain  regriftrator 
of  the  government-chancery  of  Novgorod,  named 
Jacob  Rember,  had  taken  money  for  adminiftering 
the  oath  of  allegiance ;  for  which  ihe  had  baniihed 
him  for  life  to  Siberia :  and  on  that  occafion  ifliied 
^  fevere  decree  againft  bribery  and  extortion.    The 
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picture  (he  biere  dtew  of  the  (late  of  things  was 
truly  alarming :  ^^  If  any  one  be  defirous  of  an 
«^  office,  he  muft  pay  for  it ;  if  any  one  wi(h  to 
<^  defend  himfelf  from  (lander^  he  muft  do  it  with 
^^  money  ;  if  any  one  would  (laikder  another,  he 
**  corroborates  bis  malice  by  bribed,  lii  this  man* 
^^  ner  do  many  judges  convert  the  facred  place 
*•  where  they  are  appointed  to  pronounce  juftice 

^^  in  our  name,  into  a  market Thefe  ex- 

*'  amples  of  perfons  who,  in  the  principal  courts^ 
**  have  crept  into  office  only  for  the  purpofe  of 
•'•  fcrcening  themfelves  from  punifhment,  are  imi- 
•*  tatedy  particularly  in  remote  parts  of  the  empire, 
•^  even  by  judges  and  officers  of  the  loweft  orders, 
*'  to  the  vexation  and  oppreffion  of  poor  people  j 
•*  praftifing  the  arts  of  chicane,  not  only  in  cafes 
•*  of  little  importance,  but  under  the  fbrm  of  law, 
*^  which  they  wrongly  interpret,  aUd  bringing  ruin 
•*  on  the  perfons  and  families  of  even  thofe  who 
•^  are  rather  deferving  of  our  fovefeign  complacency 
•^  and  favour/* 

By  an  ukafc,  dated  Mofco,  Oct.  1 3,  the  empre^ 
confirnled  the  abolition  of  the  fecret-inquifition* 
chancery :  "  to  the  erefticm  whereof  the  circum* 
*^  ftances  of  the  then  times,  and  the  yet  uncivilized 
*'  manners  of  the  nation,  had  furniflied  occafion 
**  to  the  magnanimous  and  gracious  monarch 
**  Peter  the  great ;  but  the  Aeceffity  whereof  had 
*^  ever  fince  been  gradually  diminifhing :"  an 
honourable  and  genuine  teftimony  to  the   high 

value 
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value  (he  fet  upon  the  intelleftual  improvement  of 
her  people*  For,  if  the  great  reformer  of  the 
ruffian  government  had  to  contend  againlt  nume- 
rous infurredions  and  confpiracies ;  if  even  after 
his  death,  exclufively  of  inferior  or  abortive  plott^ 
within  forty  years  not  yet  complete  fix  revolutions 
befel  the  perfons  pn  and  next  the  throne :  furelj 
no  man  will  afcribe  thefe  convulfions  to  the  high 
degree  of  mental  cultivation  in  the  country,  hh^ 
proving  the  nation  upwards  from  the  lower  orders, 
and  gentle  treatment  of  it  downwards  from  above, 
produced  even  here  at  length,  by  a  natural  confe- 
quence,  internal  peace  and  fecurity.  Catharine 
was  fenfible  that  (he  could  obtain  the  love  and 
attachment  of  the  people  by  better  means  than  by 
the  encouragement  of  fpies  and  informers;  no 
fooner  was  (he  placed  on  the  throne,  but,  fuperior 
to  degrading  fear,  ihe  completely  put  an  end  to  the 
political  inquifition. 

•*  Peter  I.  inftituted  (as  We  learn  by  the  ukafe) 
**  certain  chanceries  for  fecret  criminal  caufes 
**  under  various  names.*'  By  thel'e  meafures  he 
hoped  jto  gain,  information  of  ittany  fchemes  of 
mifchief  before  their  execution :  but  what  a  field 
was  thus  opened  to  the  mod  dangerous  accufations ! ' 
How  formidable  to  every  family  muil.the  regiilries 
of  this  fecret  court  of  judicature  have  been,  where 
the  mofl  innocent  names  might  be  infcribed  with  a 
falfe  accufation  annexed^  and  all  refutation  often 
rendered  impoffible  by  the  profoundeft  conceal- 
ment ! 


3l6  LIFE   OF    THE  £iy62. 

ment !  Catharine  now  generouily  and  nobly  de- 
creed, that  "  The  fecret-inquifition  chancery  is 
*•  henceforth  and  for  ever  aboliflied.  The  ads  of 
<^  it  fhall  be  brought  into  the  fenate,  and  there 
*«  fealed  up  in  the  archives  configned  to  everlafting 
**  oblivion."  -—  ITie  capital  crimes  which  were  th^ 
matter  of  fecret  examination,  were,  high-treafon^ 
attempts  againft  religion,  treafon  againft  the  ftate. 
But  its  jurifdidion  gradually  increafed;  criminal 
cafes,  properly  lying  within  the  province  of  the 
ordinary  courts,  being  frequently  brought  thither, 
which  the  officious  induftry  of  the  inquifitors  very 
much  encouraged  J  particularly  as  it  depended  on 
the  accufer  to  mix  fomcthing  in  his  acculation  that 
might  make  it  touch  upon  fome  one  or  other  of 
the  points  above  fpeciiied.  Now,  at  the  abolition  of 
this  inquifition,  Catharine  fettled  the  pradice  to  be 
purfued  in  future  in  the  ordinary  tribunals  in  charges 
of  real  ftate-crimes,  and  fo  plainly  and  diftindly 
determined  the  particular  cafes  of  delinquency  againft 
the  perfon  of  the  fovereign,  and  againfl  the  welfare  of 
the  flate,  that  there'was  no  longer  any  room  for 
malicious  or  finifler  interpretation.  What  went 
under  the  name  of  religious  crimes  were  entirely 
fupprefled.  —The  irregularity  and  harfhnefs  of  the 
proceedings  had  been  truly  fhocking.  The  regular 
modes  of  evidence  were  held  to  be  inadequate  to 
the  nature  of  a  fecret  denunciation  and  a  my  fieri- 
ous  tribunal :  imprifonment,  nay  even  execution, 
was  often  the  beginning  of  the  procefs.  The  man- 
ner 
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ner  of  proccfs  was  ufaally  this :  when  the  accufer 
Sailed  in  every  kind  of  proof,  he-muft  undergo  the 
^dreadful  punifhment  of  th^  knoot  three  feveral 
times  'j  after  which  his  declaration  was  admitted  as 
legal.  The  accufed  might  deliver  his  objedions  ia 
the  fame  manner,  unlefs  he  rather  chofe  to  be  de- 
clared guilty.  We  cannot  relate  it  without  horror 
that  this  mode  of  proceeding  was  in  ufe,  without 
regard  to  ftation,  age,  or  fex,  and  even  more  than 
once  repeated  when  the  judge  wavered  in  his  opinion 
between  the  oppofite  aflertions  thus  proved  by  both 
parties.  But  now,  if  the  accufer  had  fome  plaufible 
ground  in  his  behalf,  then  the  accufed  had  a  more 
cruel  coercion  to  undergo.  Catharine  therefore  or- 
dained that  the  truth  fhould  be  invert igated  entirely 
without  torture ;  and,  with  Frederic  of  Pruffia, 
was  likcwife  in  this  refpeft  a  model  for  the  reft  of 
Europe.  Her  criminal  laws  throughout  breathe  a 
mild  and  gentle  fpirit :  fhe  had  not,  like  Elizabeth, 
made  a  vow  to  punifli  no  one  with  death  j  for  why 
Ihould  a  philofophical  charafter  have  recourfe  to*  fo 
mechanical  a  compulfion  to  perfeverance  in  its  prin- 
ciples ?  But  during  Her  long  reign  a  fentence  of 
death  was  extremely  rare. 

The  fecret  inquifition  was  a  defirable  inftrument 
for  ill-difpofed  perfon^  to  employ  in  the  gratification 
of  the  fordid  paflions  of  envy  and  revenge  againfl: 
their  betters.  But,  to  the  honour  of  the  nation  be 
h  faid,  that  in  the  latter  years  of  Elizabeth's  rdgn, 
fuch  informations  were  becoming  Icfs  frequent  from 

9  day 
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day  to  day :  only  among  the  lower  clafles,  amon^ 
fcrvants,  vaffals,  nay,  to  the  dcftrudlion  of  all  fub- 
ordinaticm,  even  among  Tailors  and  foldiers,  while 
fufFering  fomc  (frequently  well  deferred)  chaflife- 
ment,   or  with  perfons  who  had  cheriflied  fome 
grudge  againft  their  fuperiors,  the  cuftom  ftill  fub* 
fifted  to  make  themfelves  formidable  by  the  mifchief 
it  enabled   them  to  commit ;  on  which  account 
Peter  III.  in  February  publiflicd  his  ukafe.     The 
pradice  of  the  populace  on  fuch  occafions,  was,  to 
fry  0ui  the  word ;  which  lignified,  I  have  a  fecret  of 
importance  to  difcover  of  fomebody^  and  now  mean 
to  point  out  who  ic  is.     The  mod  horrible,  and 
among  them  rtie  moft  ridiculous  ftories  are  related 
of  the  application  of  this  cuftom.     A  patient  in  the 
hofpital  employed  it  to  prevent  an  operation  the 
furgeon  was  about  to  perform.    The  found  was  fa 
awful  and  tremendous,  that  if,  in  the  midft  of  a 
great  crowd,  any  one  called  out,  "  The  word,'*  all 
prefent  turned  pale,  and   immediately  feparated, 
running  and  croffing  themfelves  as  faft  as  they  could. 
Perfons  of  confequence,  a  mafter  who  had  puniflied 
his  fervant,  muft  inftantly  ftop  (hort  in  the  ftrcet, 
and  go  with  him  to  the  next  guard-houfe,  demand- 
ing of  the  officers  to  be  b  th  fent  to  prifon  together. 
—  Catharine  thus  provided  againft  this  grievance  : 
ITie  odious  expreflion,   to  cry  the  word  (flovo  i 
delo),  ftiall  henceforth   have   no   (ignification  j 
every  one  is  forbidden  to  ufe  it.     If  any  perfon, 
notwithftanding  this  prohibicion,  fhall,  in  drunk- 
4  «*  ennefs. 
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<*  ennefsy  in  quarrel,  or  to  avoid  lawful  corredion, 
<*  prefume  to  employ  it,  fuch  perfon  (hall  be  fo 
<<  puniihed  on  the  fpot  as  the  police  ufually  pu» 
<<  nifhes  vagabonds  and  diilurbers  of  the  public 
**  peace. 

<^  If,  neverthelefs,  lazy,  \vicked,  and  worthlel^ 

**  perfons,  foldiers,  failors,  vaflals,  boors,  workmen 

^^  in  manufadories  and  fhops,  fliould  yet  be  found 

*^  who  (hall  contravene  this  declaration  of  our  will, 

'^  fuch  informer  ihall  be  taken  into  cuflody  [by  a 

«*  civil  or  military  officer],  and  fir  ft  interrogated 

^^  whether  he  underftands  the  two  points  above- 

**  mentioned  [crimes  againft  the  fovereign  and  the 

«♦  date]  in  their  true  import.     If  it  be  found  that 

<^  he  underftands  them  in  their  true  import,  and 

<^  infifts  that  what  he  has  to  deliver  really  relates  to 

^<  thefe  two  points ;  he  fhall  be  dire&ly  afked  in 

*«  what  the  matter  itfelf  confifts.    If  he  declare  it, 

«(  but  can  neither  bring  proofs  nor  produce  evi- 

<<  dence,  nor  point  out  any  circumftances  to  render 

'*  his  declaration  credible,  he  (hall  be  earneftly  ad- 

^'  monilhed,  &c.    If  after  all  thefe  cautions  and 

«  admonitions,  he  will  not  defift  from  his  aflertion, 

<^  then  he  (hall  be  confined  for  two  whole  day^ 

"  without  having  anything  to  eat  or  to  drink,  bqt 

"  left  all  that  time  alone,  to  coUeft  himfelf,  and  to 

"  confider  j  and  after  the  expiration  of  that  term 

*«  he  fliall  exprcfsly  be  alked,  whether,  &c.     Does 

**  he  now  confirm  anew  what  he  had  before  afferted  ; 

"  in  fuch  cafe  the  informer  fhall  be  fent,  upder  clofc 

**  cuftody. 
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**  cuftody,  according  to  the  diftance  of  the  place^ 
**  either  to  the  fenate  in  St.  Peterlburg,  or  to 
**  Mofco,  or  to  the  neareft  government-chan* 
*^  eery/* 

The  wifdom  apparent  in  the  whole  (too  long  fdr 
our  purpofe)  of  this  mild  and  provident  ordinance, 
and  efpecially  as  founded  on  the  nature  of  the  human 
mind  and  the  condition  of  the  country,  demands 
the  higheft  admiration.  To  fliut  up  the  informer 
of  the  lower  clafs  of  people  two  days  long  without 
the  fmalleft  nourifliment,  is  a  precept  always  ftridUy 
obferved,  and  has  very  often  been  attended  with 
this  confequence,  that  the  rafh  informer,  having 
flept  off  his  intoxication,  or  ftifled  his  paflion^  or 
upon  maturer  confideration  in  folitude  and  filence, 
has  retrafted  his  accufation, 

Catharine  declared,  by  a  manifefto,  that  colonifts 
fhall  find  welcome  and  fupport  in  her  country: 
feveral  foreigners,  therefore,  prefently  began  to 
migrate  thither.  Whereupon,  in  Auguft  1763, 
fhe  made  more  fpecific  regulations  in  relation  to 
them,  particularly  by  inftitutlng  the  tutelary  chan* 
eery  (a  chancery  for  the  guardianfliip  or  proteftion 
of  foreigners).  The  next  ftep  (lie  took  in  this  be- 
half was  to  point  out  by  name  fuch  diftrifls  as  were 
proper  for  agriculture  and  hitherto  unoccupied, 
with  particular  notices  of  what  was  foreft,  arable 
land,  meadow  land,  &c.  what  allotments  bordered 
upon  rivers,  and  what  the  fifheries  might  yield. 
Thus,  in  the  government  of  Tobolfk,  on  the  Bara- 
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bmfkoi  (l^ppe,  feveral  hundred  thoufahd  *  ddbettines 
of  fertile  foil,  and  another  large  tra£t  of  land  with 
feveral  rivers  running  through  it,  were  appropriated 
to  cultivation :  in  the  government  of  Aftrakhan, 
ftom  Saratof  on  the  Volga  upwards,  above  thirty- 
fcur  thoufand  defaettines  ;  on  the  Volga  from  Sara- 
tof downwards,  above  thirty-fix  thoufand :   in  the 
government  of  Orenburg,  portions  of  land  for  fome 
thoufand  families :  in  the  territory  of  Bielgorod, 
^ee  lands  for  fome  hundred  farms. — But  not  merely 
^o   the  cultivation  of  fuch  diftritts  were  foreigners 
^^couraged,  but  to  fettle  for  general  purpofes  in  the 
^Mffian  empire,  in  whatever  town  they  would,  as 
Merchants,  artificers,  or  however  elfe.     The  pro- 
clamation fets  forth,  that  **  any  one  who  is  deftitute 
^'  (hall  receive  money  for  the  expences  of  the  jour- 
^'  ney,  and  (hall  be  forwarded  at  the  charge  of  the 
**  crown.     On  his  arrival  he  (hall  receive  a  compe- 
"  tent  afliftance ;  and,  if  he  want  it,  even  an  ad- 
"  vance  of  a  capital,  free  of  interefl:  for  ten  years. 
*'  All  that  he  brings  for  his  own  ufe  is  duty  free; 
"  even  for  lale,  a  family  may  introduce  to  the. value 
•*  of  three  hundred  rubles.     The  ftranger  is  ex- 
**  cmpt  from  all  fervice  either  military  or  civil ; 
^*  even  from  all  taxes  and  impofts  for  a  certain 
"  time:  in  Mofco,  Peterfburg,  and  the  livonian 
towns,  he  enjoys  five  free  years ;  in  the  inland 
towns,  ten ;  on  the  hitherto  uncultivated  diftrids, 

• 

•  Set  before,  p.  47. 

VOL,  I.  Y  «'  (txiTty. 


cc 


3ia  tlF£   OF   THE  [176a. 

'*  thirty.  In  thefe  new  tn&%  of  land,  the  coloaifls 
^^  live  according  to  their  own  goodwill,  under  their 
*^  own  juriTdidion,  without  any  particip^ion  or 
^^  cognizance  of  the  imperial  officers*  All  r^h^ons 
^'  are  tolerated."  The  empreft  at  once  granted  to 
the  tutelary  chancery  an  annual  revenue  of  two 
hundred  thoufand  rubles.  Moreover^  for  colonifts 
in  the  government  of  Aftrakhan,  a  clergyman  of 
every  chriftian  fed,  a  pariih-clerk,  a  phyficiant  a 
furgeon,  an  apothecary,  &c.  were  appointed  to  bq 
paid  by  the  crown. 

Scarcely  had  this  inviting  voice  relbunded  over 
Grermany  through  the  organs  of  the  feveral  mimf* 
terSt  than  hundreds  and  thoufands  flocked  to  take 
}>ofreifion  of  the  promifed  land  on  the  fhores  of  the 
Volga  and  the  Samara.     For  it  mufl;  be  confeSed 
that  in  Germany  great  numbers  of  people  are  very 
reafonably  diflatisfied  with  their  condition^  fighing 
under  the  preflure  of  religion,  of  juftice,  or  of 
finance>  or  of  all  the  three  at  once }  and  there  are 
certainly  many  fertile,  beautiful,  and  highly  im- 
proveable  trads  of  country  in  the  before-mentioned 
diftrids.     Individuals,  and  whole  families,  nume- 
rous in  women  and  children,  people  of  tolerable 
circumftances,  beggars,  projeAors,  vagabonds,  lite* 
rati,  artificers,  mechanics,  old  and  young,  fet  out  in 
hafte  to  be  flowed  on  board  of  fhip  at  Lubeck  and 
other  maritime  towns  on  the  Baltic.    Several  of  the 
petty  princes  of  Germany  at  firft  ifTued  prohibitions 
againil  thefe  emigrations,  and  their  example  vras 

7  after- 
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afterwards  followed  by  others ;  and  It  is  not  to  be 
denied^  that  many  of  the  perfons  employed  in  the 
colonial  plan  made  ufe  of  fome  indirefl  mesais  for 
inticing  inconfiderate  perfons  from  their  huiineires. 
But  ic  received  the  moft  eSedual  check  from  the 
reports  that  foon  ran  about  concerning  the  new  fet« 
tiers  themfelves.  Letters  came  full  of  complainings 
that  their  expedations  were  deceived.  The  incon- 
veniencies  of  the  journey,  the  ignorance  of  the  lan- 
guage^ the  want  of  their  cudomary  accommoda- 
tionSj  the  harfhnefs  of  many  perfons  in  office,  might 
very  well  bring  many  of  the  colonifts  to  repent 
of  the  ra(h  flep  they  had  taken:  others,  who  wanted 
only  to  live  in  idlenefs,  wondered  that  they  were  to 
begin  again  to  work,  as  it  was  exadly  on  that  very 
accounc  that  they  had  left  their  home.  —  This  whole 
method  of  fettling  colonies,  however.  Is  very  far 
from  being  the  beft.  A  government  moft  furely 
improves  the  country  by  regulations  and  inftitutions 

m 

of  a  humane  and  gentle  nature,  without  oftentatioa 
and  noife  ;  wifdom  and  juftice  give  fpirit  to  .the  in- 
habitants, and  incr^afe  the  population  ;  thither  the 
foreigner  will  go,  that  he  may  live  and  thrive  under 
its  foftering  protedion ;  and  only  he  who  comeft . 
on  this  mducement  proves  a  ufeful  and  eftimable 
citizen. 

Catharine  underftcod  and  praftifed  this  better 
method  of  incrcafing  the  inhabitants  of  her  country. 
But  Europe  expefts  to  fee,  efpecially  at  the  opening 
of  a  reign,  fplendid  inftitutions  anngunced  in  bril- 

Y  2  liant 


324  LIFE  OF  THE  [[1762. 

I 

liant  defcripdons.  Befides.  in  refpeA  to  thofe  of 
which  v/c  are  now  fpeaking,  very  fpacious  diftrids 
entirely  void  of  people  make  a  great  difference  :  in 
this  cafe  a  mere  proclamation  may  doubtlefs  produce 
fome  beneficial  efFeS ;  for  the  emigrants  muft  come 
in  large  troops,  that  fome  may  fettle  and  multiply. 
—  So  it  happened  in  Ruflia,  Befides  the  Germans, 
fettlers  came  from  France,  Poland,  and  Sweden; 
In  the  diftrid  of  Saratof  alone,  thefe  colonifts 
amounted  to  upwards  of  ten  thoufand  families. 
Indeed,  in  the  year  1774,  there  were  only  about 
6194,  making  25,781  heads;  but  in  the  firft  ten 
years  the  lofs  is  evidently  the  moft  confidcrable : 
thofe  who  remained,  with  fuch  as  have  joined  them 
iince,  give  the  moft  promifing  hopes  of  future  pro- 
grels.  In  the  year  1760  the  government  had  fent 
as  fettlers  in  the  territory  of  Nertfchinik,  adjacent  to 
the  borders  of  China,  a  ftony  and  very  cold  pro* 
vince,  but  rich  in  gold  and  filver  mines,  perfons 
ordered  for  exile  and  other  punifliments,  with  dif- 
orderly  and  lazy  boors  of  the  nobility,  unferviceable 
recruits,  &c.  But  as  agriculture  would  not  flourifli 
there,  Catharine  afligned  thefe  people  their  abode  in 
the  government  of  Tobolfk  * ;  where  there  were, 
from  1769  to  1772,  in  general  fettled  10,799  full- 
grown  males,  9716  women  and  children;  confe- 
quently  all  together,  20,515  perfons.     It  is   true 

♦  ThU  government  in  Siberia  deals  chiefly  in  furs  and  tallow; 
and  there  is  ftill  a  great  want  of  people, 

they 
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they  came  originally  from  other  parts  of  the  empire : 
but  in  the  places  they  came  from  they  were  ufelefs 
and  idle,  whereas  in  their  new  refidence  they  were 
obliged  to  work :  then  in  provinces  longer  and 
better  peopled  the  chafm  they  left  was  foon  filled 
up;  and  all  that  was  wanted  was  to  bring  a  primitive 
race  into  defert  regions.  To  this  likewife  con- 
tributed  the  event  that  happened  in  1775,  when  the 
whole  horde  of  zaporogiau  kozaks,  on  the  catarafts 
of  the  Dniepr,  was  entirely  broke  up  and  difperfed; 
and  more  recently,  from  the  newly-conquered 
countries,  Lithuania  and  Poland,  a  part  of  the  in- 
habitants were  conduced  into  the  interior  of  the 
empire.  A  number  of  old  greek  families  had  for- 
merly wandered  from  Ruffia  into  Podoiia,  and  other 
poliih  provinces :  Catharine  called  them  back,  and 
allotted  them  habitations  in  Siberia  on  the  banks  of 
the  Irtiih  and  the  Selenga.  Individuals  and  whole 
tribes  were  likewife  voluntarily  coming  from  the 
reft  of  Europe  and  from  middle  Afia,  particularly 
fuch  as  were  diffatisfied  with  the  governments  under 
which  they  had  lived ;  as  was  efpecially  the  cafe 
with  many  Greeks  and  Armenians. 

In  order  to  increafe  the  population,  or  more 
properly  to  eradicate  a  phyfical  and  moral  caufe 
of  depopulation,  the  emprefs  alfo,  at  the  pro- 
pofal  of  lieutenant-general  Berflvoy,  laid  the 
foundation  of  the  foundling  and  lying-in  hofpital 
at  Mofco,  and  afterwards  of  another  at  St.  Pe- 
terjOburg, 

y  3  Her 
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Her  majefty  alfo  now  raifed  the  means  of  providing 
for  the  health  of  the  fubjefts  into  a  national  con- 
cern :  flic  founded  in  November  the  medicinal 
college  of  the  empire  at  St.  Peterfburg  ;  which,  in 
purfuance  of  a  fubfequent  regulation,  was  placed 
immediately  under  the  emprefs. 

Catharine  had  feduloufly  applied  to  the  mod  ex- 
cellent and  ufeful  of  all  fciences,  the  fludy  of  man- 
kind :  and,  as  the  true  bafis  of  it,  had  acquired  the 
knowledge  of  herfelf.  She  underftood  fo  well  her 
peculiar  talents,  her  courage,  and  the  whole  extent 

# 

of  the  benefits  flie  might  derive  from  her  influence, 
that,  talking  confidentially  with  a  foreign  •  minifler, 
fitter  to  applaud  her  miflakes  than  to  appreciate  her 
genius,  flie  aflced  him  whether  he  thought  that  the 
peace  juft  concluded  at  Hubertfburgf  would  be  of 
long  duration  ?  The  minifter  anfwered,  that  the 
exhauftion  of  the  nations,  and  the  wifdom  of  the 
fovereigns  by  whom  they  were  governed,  feemed  to 
promife  a  tranquillity  of  fevcral  years.  But  he 
added,  that  (he  was  better  able  to  judge  than  he; 
fmce  by  her  fagacity  (he  could  appreciate  the  po- 
litical fyflem  of  the  courts  of  Europe,  and  by  her 
forces  direft  them  at  her  will.  Catharine  then 
putting  on  an  air  of  humility,  faid  :  *'  You  think 
'*  then  that  Europe  has  at  prefent  its  eyes  fixed  on 
"  me,  and  that  I  have  fome  weight  in  the  principal 
'*  courts  ?"     The  anfwer  could  not  fail  of  being  in 

♦  M.  de  Bretcuil.  f  Between  Auflria  and  Pruflia. 

the 
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the  affirmative.      Catharine  hearkened  with  con« 
defcenfion ;  then  afTuming  the  full  difplay  of  im^^ 
perial  dignity:   **  I  believe  indeed,"  replied  (he, 
^'  that  Ruffia  merits  attention.     I  have  the  finefl 
*•  army  in  the  world.     I  am  rather  fhort  of  money^ 
^^  it  is  true ;  but  I  (hall  be  abundantly  provided  with 
**  it  in  a  few  years.     If  I  gave  the  reins  to  my  in- 
^  clination,  I  (hould  have  a  greater  tafte  for  war 
**  than  for  peace ;  but  I  am  reftrained  by  humanhy, 
•*  jnftice,  and  reafon.     However,  I  (hall  not  be  like 
**  the  emprefs  Elizabeth.     I  (hall  not  allow  myfelf 
•*  to  be  preffed  to  make  war :  I  (hall  enter  upon  it 
••  when  it  will  prove  advantageous  to  me  ;  but 
*'  never  from  complaifance  to  others."    Her  ma* 
jcfty  added,  that  the  world  could  not  properly  begin 
to  form  a  judgment  of  her  till  after  five  years ; 
that  it  required  at  leaft  fo  much  time  to   reduce 
her  empire  to  order,  and  to  gather  the  fruit  of 
her  cares ;  but  that  in  the  mean  time  (he  (hould 
behave  with  all  the  princes  of  Europe  like  a  flni(hed 
coquette. 

Thefe  words  were  ftriftly  true.  The  minifter 
imagined  they  were  diftated  by  vanity,  Neverthelefs 
he  did  not  venture  otherwife  to  reply  than  by  a  flat- 
tering compliment. 

The  firft  trial  that  Catharine  made  of  her  in- 
fluence, was  in  favour  of  Biren,  who  experienced 
ibme  difficulties  on  the  part  of  the  fenate  at  Mittau. 
On  recalling  the  troops  that  were  in  Pomeraniat 
her  majefty  fent  orders  to  them  to  pafs  into  Cour*. 

Y  4  land 
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land  to  fupport  the  pretenfions  of  the  doke^  whom 
ibe  patronized.  She  then  caufed  another  army  to 
march  into  Poland^  under  the  command  of  count 
Romantzof,  an  army  that  was  foon  reinforced  by 
twenty  thoufand  auxiliaries  whom  general  Cher- 
nichef  headed  under  pruilian  colours. 

During  the  long  exile  of  Biren,  the  eflatei  of 
Courland,  confidering  him  as  lapfed  from  his  title 
of  duke,  had  elected  in  his  place  prince  Charles  of 
Saxony,  fon  of  Auguftus  III.  king  of  Poland.  This 
prince,  fupported  by  the  authority  of  his  father  and 
by  the  wiflies  of  the  courifli  nation,  feemed  as  if  he 
fhould  neceifarily  carry  it  againft  a  competi|x)r9  whofe 
charader  for  cruelty  rendered  him  odious.  But  the 
prefence  of  the  ruffian  armi£$  eafily  put  to  filence 
the  good- will  that  was  entertained  for  dukfs  Charles* 
Simolin  *,  the  enyoy  of  Catharine,  was  foon  able 
to  didate  to  the  fenate  of  Mittau  laws  for  its  foy^ 
reign ;  and  a  declaration  promulgated  at  f  MofcQ 
in  favour  of  Biren,  by  menacing  the  king  of  Poland 
with  war,  forced  him  to  give  the  inveftiture  of 
Courland  to  the  defpoiler  of  his  fon. 

Satisfied  with  fo  great  docility,  Catharine  em- 
ployed her  mediation  with  Maria  Therefa  an4 
Frederic,  to  induce  them  to  withdraw  their  troop^ 
from  jhe  hereditary  dominions  of  the  king  of 
Poland :  but  flie  could  not  fucceed.     The  emprefs^ 

•  The  fame  who  afterwards  filled  the  chara6tcr  of  ambaffador 
at  London  and  at  Pat  is. 

t  The  3  ift  of  December. 
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queen  laid  the  blame  on  the  king  of  Pruflia,  who  did 
not  fail  to  throw  it  back  upon  her.  Peace  happily 
put  an  end  to  thefe  ads  of  injuflice. 

Frederic,  who  had  long  contemplated  the  friend- 
(liip  of  Catharine  as  an  objed  that  might  CYentually 
be  of  the  utmoft  importance  to  him,  and  who  there- 
fore was  defirous  to  gain  it,  was  among  the  fore- 
mofl:  tQ  try  to  procure  her  attachment  by  a  pro- 
fuflon  of  complaifance.  He  offered  her  the  order 
of  the  black  eag1e>  which  fhe  graciouily  accepted, 
and  wore  while  fhe  remained  at  Mofco.  It  was  not 
poflible  that  the  emprefs  could  fo  foon  have  for- 
gotten that  the  wearing  of  a  pruflian  order  had 
been  imputed  as  a  crime  to  her  hufband  :  but  fhe 
was  defirous  of  fhewing  to  her  fubje£ts  that  fhe 
was  not  without  confideration  in  foreign  courts; 
and  what  had  been  a  fault  in  hinx  became  in  her  a 
mark  of  ability. 

Some  new  differences  now  rofe  between  the  court 
of  Peterfburg  and  that  of  Copenhagen  touching  the 
adminiflracion  of  HoUtein.  By  a  treaty  fecretly 
concluded  twelve  years  before  *  between  the  king  of 
D^enmark  and  the  king  of  Sweden>  the  latter  had 
iceded  to  the  former  his  rights  to  the  regency  qf 
Holftein  during  the  minority  of  the  young  grand 
4uke ;  for  the  court  of  Denmark  had  for  a  long 
time  coveted  a  principality  fo  commodioufly  fituated, 
j^)4  which  fhe  has  fince  acquired.    She  beheld  with 

•  |a  175c. 
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concerfi  the  return  of  prince  George,  who  had  juft 
taken  the  command  of  it  in  behalf  of  Ruffia.  She 
even  at  firft  refufed  to  acknowledge  his  authority* 
But  Catharine  threatened  :  the  Danes  were  afrsud 
of  (hortly  feeing  again  the  ruffian  troops  on  their 
march  to  Holftein.  The  danifli  commiflaries 
quitted  Kiel,  and  an  envoy  extraordinary  *  from 
Copenhagen  came  to  Mofco  to  apologife  for  the 
king  his  maften 

The  court  of  Petcrfburg  and  that  of  Stockholm 
were  at  that  time  living  in  perfedl  harmony*  United 
by  the  ties  of  blood  they  were  alike  in  want  of 
peace,  and  Ruffia  as  yet  gave  ho  fymptoms  of  that 
enormous  aggrandifement  of  power  with  which, 
fome  years  after,  fhe  ftruck  terror  into  Sweden  and 
the  reft  of  its  neighbours. 

Sedately  relying  on  the  intentions  of  the  prlncts 
of  Kurope,  Catharine  could  not  be  fo  tranquil  in 
regard  to  her  fubjefts.  She  negleded  however 
nothing  that  ought  to  have  attached  them  to  htr. 
Generous  by  nature,  fhe  was  now  ftill  more  fofrom 
policy.     The  defire  of  augmenting  the  number  of 

• 

her  dependents  rendered  her  even  prodigal  of  h«r 
bounty,  and  her  fears  mifguided  her  choice. 

She  fhewed  lenity  to  the  friends  of  the  deceafed 
tzar.  She  not  only  granted  liberty  to  Gudovitch^ 
to  Volkof,  and  to  Melganof,  but  gave  the  latter  a 
body  of  troops  to  command,  and  to  the  fecond  the 

*  M.  Hacfatbaufen. 
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lieuteancy  of  the  government  of  Orenburg.     Gu-* 
dovitch  would  accept  of  nothing* 

In  the  firft  months  that  followed  the  fanguinaty 
death  of  Peter  III.  the  emprefs  had  but  little  time 
to  beftow  a  thought  upon  the  horror  it  muft  have 
excited  in  the  public  mind :  but  rcfie6tlon  on  the 
circumftance  of  owing  her  elevation  to  fo  flagrant  a 
crime  muft  occafionally  have  haraifed  her  own ; 
and  this,  with  the  inceflant  repetitions  of  petty  con- 
fpiracieSy  kept  her  in  continued  difquiet.  I  hey 
wdre  deteded,  they  were  defeated,  but  it  was  im- 
poilible  to  annihilate  their  origin ;  and  her  majefty 
was  fo  much  the  more  uneafy  as  (he  aSeded  to  dif* 
femble  her  vexation.  x 

Another  fecret  fource  of  afflidion  to  her  was, 
that  (ince  Gregory  Orlof  had'been  acknowledged  zd 
her  favourite,  men  the  moft  diftinguiibed  by  their 
birth,  jealous  at  the  fortune  of  this  minion,  or  dif« 
gufted  by  his  arrogance,  kept  aloof  from  the  court* 
Catharine  frequently  faw  none  about  her  but  rough 
foldiers,  who  ftrangely  abufed  the  rights  they  ima** 
gined  they  had  to  her  gratitude.  It  was  not  their 
paft  fervices  flie  was  recompenfing.  Perhaps  (he 
would  have  willingly  difpenfed  with  them :  but  {he 
was  paying  in  advance  for  thofe  they  might  ft  ill 
afford  her  ;  and  her  bounties,  and  the  honours  (he 
devolved  upon  them  only  augmented  their  infolencc, 
and  (harpened  their  greedinefs.  She  fometimes, 
however,  bluflied  at  the  deferences  flie  thought  her- 
felf  obliged  to  fliew  thenpi ;  and  in  order  to  excufe 

their 


i 


332  LIFE   OF   THE  [1762. 

their  defeds,  fiie  afcribed  to  them  qualities  which 
they  did  not  poflefs.  "  The  life  I  lead  is  far  from 
*«  agreeable  to  me,"  (he  otie  day  obferved.  "  I 
f  ^  know  that  I  am  furrounded  by  people  of  no  edu- 
^^  cation }  but  I  am  indebted  to  them  for  being 
*'  what  I  am.  They  are  men  of  courage  and. pro- 
**  bity  J  and  I  am  fure  that  they  will  never  betray 
*•  me."  One  part  of  this  confeffion  could  not  be 
lincere.  The  accomplices  of  Catharine  were  not 
wanting  in  courage )  but  their  probity  was  not  very 
confpicuous. 

Among  thefe  proud  and  brutal  cdurtiers,  Panin 
was  almoft  the  only  one  who  diftinguiihed  himfeif 
by  polifhed  manners  and  a  tolerably  cultivated  mind. 
Yel  he  enjoyed  but  a  fecondary  influence.  His 
thoughts  were  always  turned  on  the  ariflocratic 
fenate  he  had  wanted  Peter  III.  to  eflablifh ;  and  he 
feized  every  opportunity  for  difplaying  this  pre* 
tended  advantage  before  thofe  with  whom  he  con- 
verfed.  Obferving,  on.fome  occafion,  that  Ca- 
tharine feemed  to  be  under  an  extraordinary  alarm, 
he  thought  it  a  favourable  moment  for  unfolding  to 
her  the  whole  of  his  projeft,  and  for  inducing  her 
to  adopt  it.  After  exaggerating  to  her  the  dangers 
to  which  he  feared  flie  was  expofed,  and  the  difficulty 
of  avoiding  the  troubles  infeparable  from  a  ufurpa- 
tion,  he  added,  that  there  was  one  M^'ay  ftill  of 
efcaping  them,  and  of  immoveably  fixing  her 
throne ;  but  that  .he  was  much  afraid  left  a  falfe 
delicacy  might  prevent  her  from  recurring  to  it. 

CatharinQ 
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Catharine  bid  him  explain.  He  immediately  de- 
livered to  her  thfe  principles  of  a  fyftem  of  govern* 
ment,  which  a  long  experience  of  its  inconveniencics 
did  not  prevent  him  from  admiring.  "  The  fove- 
**  reigns  of  this  empire/*  proceeded  he,  "  have 
**  hitherto  uniformly  enjoyed  an  unlimited  power ; 
**  but  it  is  the  very  extent  of  that  power  which  ten- 
**  ders  it  dangerous  to  him  in  whom  it  is  lodged, 
«*  fince  it  may  at  any  time  be  ufurped  by  fomebold 
*'  pretender,  and  the  ufurper  is  thenceforth  above 
^'.  the  laws.  Tnift  me,  madam,  make  thefacrifice 
"  of  an  abfolute  authority.  Create  a  fixed  and 
'*  permanent  council  which  will  fecurc  tO  you  the 
*'  crown.  Solemnly  declare  that  you  renounce, 
"  for  yourfelf  and  for  your  fucceffors,  the  power 
**  of  depriving  at  pleafure  the  members  of  that 
•'  au^mft  body.  Declare,  that  if  they  commit  any 
*'  crime  qr  high  mifdemeanor,  their  peers  alone 
"  fhall  have  the  right  to  judge  and  to  condemn 
**  them,  on  accurate  and  fevere  informations. 
^^  From  the  moment  you  fhall  adopt  this  prudent 
**  meafure,  it  will  be  forgotten  that  you  obtained 
**  the  crown  by  violence,  in  the  fentiment  that  you 
**  intend  to  preferveit  only  by  juftice.** 

Catharine,  who  was  delighted  with  whatever  was 
new  or  extraordinary,  thought  there  was  fomething 
fublime  in  the  propofal,  conceiving,  that  by  re- 
nouncing the  prerogative  of  abfolute  power,  (he 
fliould  at  once  acquire  immortal  glory,  and  for  ever 
conciliate  the  love  of  her  fubjefts.     She  would 

doubtlefs 
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doubtld)S  have  been  in  the  right,  if  flie  had  refolved 
to  render  them  progreflively  and  equally  free,  and 
have  given  them  a  fenate,  the  members  whereof 
ihould  be  taken  indiflferently  from  all  the  feveral 
clafTes,  and  eleded  by  the  majority  of  fuffirages. 
But  to  leave  a  whole  people  in  the  mod  degrading, 
the  mod  cruel  flavery,  and  to  choofe  by  favour  a 
fenate  from  a*'  privileged  order,  what  was  this  but 
to  &t  up  twenty  or  thirty  tyrants  in  the  place  of  one 
fovcreign?  And  is  not  the  defpotifm  of  bodies 
always  more  terrible  and  more  immoveable  than 
that  of  individuals  ? 

However,  Catharine  charged  Panin  to  commit 
his  plan  to  paper  and  prefent  it  to  her,  expreffing 
herfelf  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  lead  him  to  imagine 
that  fhe  meant  to  put  it  in  execution.  Panin  loft 
ao  time  in  obeying  her  commands ;  and,  in  order 
more  effeftually  to  fecure  its  fuccefs,  he  placed  the 
name  of  Gregory  Orlof  at  the  head  of  thofe  whom 
he  deftined  ro  compofe  the  new  fenate.  The  fa- 
vourite feemed  flattered  with  this  diilin&ion,  but 
requefted  time  to  confider  upon  it ;  and  before  he 
gave  anfwer  to  Panin,  he  confulted  Beftuchef,  who, 
that  he  might  continue  to  play  his  part,  confented 
to  enlighten  by  his  experience  him  whom  his  fove* 
reign  ihould  vouchfufe  to  honour.  Beftuchef  was 
too  fenfible  to  the  value  of  a  power  which  he  had  a 
long  time  directed,  not  to  be  (hocked  at  the  idea  of 
feeing  it  drop  from  the  hands  of  Catharine.  He 
prefented  himfelf  immediately  to  her  majedy,  ex- 
patiated 
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patiated  with  energy  ou  the  perils  that  accompaiiied 

the  meafure  to  which  Panin  was  endeavouring  to 

perfuade  her,  and  conjured  her  not  to  expofe  herfdf 

to  a  long  repentance,  by  dividing  an  authority  which 

{he  had  acquired  with  fo  much  trouble,  and  which 

(he  would  never  recover  if  {he  fuffered  it  to  be  ra* 

vi(hed  from  her  but  for  a  fingle  inftant. 

The  emprefs  eafily  perceived  thotwifdom  of  the 
old  chancellor's  advice,  and  promifed  to  follow  it. 
On  appearing  a  feccmd  time  before  her,  Panin  found 
her  already  diiTuaded*  She  did  juftice  to  his  zeal, 
praifed  his  fagacity,  but  owned  to  him  that  it  was 
impoflible  for  her  to  benefit  by  it.  The  minifter 
was  deeply  mortified  at  fo  fudden  a  change.  Forced 
to  diflfemble  before  Catharine,  he  gave  vent  to  his 
ill-humour  among  his  friends,  and  could  not  re« 
frain  from  faying  to  one  of  them  *,  on  trufting  him 
with  thefe  particulars :  ^'  If  the  emprefs  is  deter- 
.^  mined  to  rule  alone,  you  will  fee  what  a  fad  reign 
•*  we  (hall  make  of  it."  Thefe  words  prove  that 
Panin  hearkened  more  to  his  refentment  than  to 
reafon,  or  that  he  was  very  little  capable  of  judging 
of  Catharine. 

1763.  Panin,  however,  was  not  long  in  difcover- 
ing  that  it  was  owing  to  Beftuchef  alone  that  his 
enterprife  hiid  failed  of  fucqels ;  and  he  found  an 
opportunity  to  retaliate  upon  him,  by  defeating  in 
his  turn  a  Icbeme  that  the  ambitious  iold  man  had 

•  M.  dc  Bretcuil 

formed 


336  tIFE  OF  THE  ['7^5* 

formed  to  render  himfelf  more  necefiary*  As  every* 
thing  coi^curred  to  evince  the  great  influence  of 
Orlof,  and  Catharine  feemed  no  longer  defirous  to 
conceal  it,  the  artful  courtier  indnuated  to  the  fa^ 
vourite  how  glad  he  fliould  be  to  fee  him  emperor. 
He  at  once  roufed  his  ambition  and  exalted  his 
pride.  **  Gregory  Gregorevitch,"  faid  he,  **  it  is 
*^  to  no  pUrpofe  that  Catharine  has  given  you  her 
^^  hearty  unlefs  fhe  prefents  you  with  her  hand. 
^^  She  knows  with  how  much  zeal  and  intrepidity 
*^  you  have  aded  in  her  fervice*  She  knows  from 
**  what  dangers  you  freed  her  to  inveft  her  with 
**  the  fovereign  power.  She  cannot  then  worthily 
««  reward  you  but  by  giving  you  a  Ihare  in  that 
**  throne  which  fhe  owes  to  your  prowefs.  Indeed 
*^  why  fhould  fhe  refufe  it  ?  Who  is  better  able 
**  than  you  to  fupport  that  throne  againft  all  at- 
**  tempts  of  confpirators  to  overturn  it  ?  Who 
**  would  be  more  agreeable  to  the  fovereign  in  the 
**  twofold  capacity  of  her  admirer  and  her  de- 
"  fender  ?  Yes,  I  know  her  well  enough  to  be 
**  convinced  that  fhe  would  confent  to  whatever 
**  you  fhould  dare  to  propofe.  You  fhould  therefore 
**  lofe  no  time  in  taking  advantage  of  the  inconftant 
"  favour  of  Fortune.  To-morrow,  perhaps,  the 
*'  opportunity  may  be  pafl.  Univerfal  experience 
**  proves,  that  attachments  are  not  eternal. 
^*  Even  death  may  remove  her  from  your  hopes  ; 
**  and  if  you  fhould  not  inherit  her  power, 
'^  fuch  a  misfortune  would  expofe  you  to  punifh- 
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.*•  ment  for  what  you  have  undertaken  in   her 
^*  behalf- 

*♦  I  am  fenfible,  however,  that  it  might  not  be 
^^  proper  for  you  to  make  the  propofal.  Obftacles 
might  probably  be  thrown  in  your  ws^,  with 
which  your  delicacy  would  forbid  you  to  con* 
tend.  A  refufal  might  occafion  you  a  mutual 
perplexity.  Truft  yourfelf  to  my  long  experience 
*'  and  my  friendfliip.  I  (hall  contrive  to  determine 
the  emprefs  herfelf  to  offer  you  her  crown.  I 
promife  you  that  I  (hall  hazard  no  prCpofal  that  I 
am  not  very  certain  of  feeing  accepted :  but  pro- 
^'  mifc  me,  on  your  part,  to  leave  me  to  purfue  my 
own  method,  and  that  you  will  even  feign  an 
ignorance  of  my  proceedings/* 
Orlof  lidened  to  the  aged  chancellor  with  the 
mod  profound  attention;  Prefumptuous  and  volatile, 
he  fancied  himfelf  for  a  moment  on  the  throne  of 
the  tzars ;  and,  embracing  Beduchef,  promifed  a 
compliance  with  all  he  delired. 

Beftuchef  the  fame  day,  having  an  opportunity  of 
difcourfmg  with  the  emprefs,  artfully  founded  her 
on  the  fubjefl.  But  Catharine,  after  much  he(i- 
tation,  concluded  by  telling  the  chancellor,  that, 
however  (he  might  b^  inclined  to  favour  his  pro- 
pofal, (he  could  never  refolve  upon  taking  a  (lep  that 
might  meet  with  fo  many  di(ficulties;  and  con- 
feflfed  that,  on  confidering  it  maturely,  fhe  faw  no 
way  of  making  the  attempt  without  giving  umbrage 
to  the  empire. 
VOL.  I.  z  The 
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The  chancellor  engaged  to  find  out  the  means* 
He  ingenioufly  compofed,   in  the  name  of    the 
ruflian  nation,  a  petition ;  in  which^  after  making 
a  juft  though  pompous  eulogium  on  all  that  the^ 
emprefs  had  done  for  the  glory  and  the  happinefs 
,  of  her  people^  he  called  to  mind  the  weak  confti— 
tution  of  the  young  Paul  Petrovitch,    and   th 
difquietudes  caufed  by  the  frequent  alterations  i 
his  health;  and  conjured  Catharine  to  give  the 
empire  an  additional  teftimony  of  her  love,   by 
facrificing  her  own  liberty  to  its  welfare  in  taking 
a  jpoufe. 

In  order  to  conceal  his  real  intentions  from 
ihofe  whom  he   defigned  (hould  promote  them, 
Beftuchef    began     by    propofing     prince     Ivan, 
very  fure  that  all  thofe  who  fhould  fign  the  peti- 
tion would  rejeft  that  unfortunate  captive.      At 
the    fame  time  Catharine,    who  fometimes  gave 
the  old .  courtier  room  to   believe  fhe  was  under 
his  guidance,  putting  on   the   air  of  approving 
this   propofal,    afraid  too  that  Ivan    might  fud- 
denly  be  taken  from  prifon  and  crowned,  caufed 
him  to  be  conveyed  from  the  caftle  of  Schluflel- 
burg,    and  lodged  in  a  monaftery  at  Kolmogor, 
not  far  from    Archangel ;   where,   as  though  it 
had  been  intended  to  make  him  more  fenfible  to 
the  misfortune  that  awaited  him,  he  was  treated 
at  fifft  with  the  honours  that  were  due  to   his 
rank,  but  was  foon  carried  back  very  fecretly  to 
Schluffelburg-  caftle. 

What 
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What  the  old  chancellor  had  forefeen  failed  not 
to  happen.  On  his  prefenting  the  petition  to  the 
clergy,  twelve  bifliops,  previoufly  gained  over, 
eagerly  put  their  fignatures  to  it,  fpecifying  that 
Catharine  ought  not  to  marry  prince  Ivan,  be*- 
caufe  he  might  punifh  her  for  her  benefaftions, 
and  pretend  to  ftand  indebted  for  the  crown  to  his 
proper  right  alone.  They  at  the  fame  time  requefted 
that  her  majefty  would  condefcend  to  choofe,  from 
among  her  fubjefts,  him  whom  fhe  fhould  think 
the  moft  worthy  to  participate  in  her  throne. 

A  great  number  of  general  officers  adhered  to  the 
fentiment  of  the  bifhops.  But  for  the  dexterity  of 
Panin  and  the  courage  of  the  hetman  Razumofsky, 
and  the  chancellor  Vorontzof,  the  ftratagem  of 
Beftuchef  would  have  fucceeded,  and  Gregory 
Orlof  had  been  emperor  of  all  the  Ruffias  *. 

Count  Panin  engaged  Razumofsky  and  Voront- 
zof to  reprefent  to  Catharine  how  huniiliating  the 
projeded  union  would  be,  and  how  dangerous  to 
her.  The  hetman  fpoke  to  her  with  the  roughncf$ 
of  his  charader  and  the  authority  that  his  fortune 
and  his  fervices  gave  him.  Vorontzof,  calling 
himfelf  at  her  feet,  intreated  her  not  to  engage  in  a 
marriage  which  would  be  attended  with  the  greateft 

•  Catharine,  dcfirous  of  dignifying  Orlof,  that  her  marriage 
with  him  might  appear  lefs  dlfproportionate,  £bllicltcd  the  em- 
prcfs-quecn  to  grant  him  a  diploma  of  prince  of  the  empire. 
This  being  done,  it  was  her  intention  to  decorate  him  with  the 
title  of  duke  of  Ingria^  and  of  Carelia. 

z  2  misfortunes. 
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misfortunes.  His  remonftrances  were  very  bold 
and  (hewed  him  to  pofTefs  a  firmnefs  of  which  h 
was  not  thought  capable.  But  Catharine,  who  wa 
never  embarrafled,  affeded  extreme  furprife }  an 
after  having  thanked  Razumofsky  for  his  friendfliips^ 
and  praifed  the  noble  courage  of  Vorontzof, 
protefled  th^t  the  idea  of  the  marriage  they  fo 
dreaded  had  never  once  entered  her  mind  ;  that 
was  pofitively  without  her  knowledge  that  fuch 
odious  intrigue  had  been  carried  on ;  and  that^ 
Beftuchef  vras  the  author  of  it,  fhe  would  rcfent  i 
on  him.  Neverthelefs  her  majefty  took  care  not  t 
be  fevere  with  the  old  man,  who,  in  perfeft  bar* 
mony  with  her,  only  fought  to  footh  her  mclina** 
tions,  and  whom  fhe  thought  it  ftill  neceflary  to 
indulge  in  his  humours. 

Beituchef  thus  faw  his  projed  fail  without  ap- 
parently receiving  any  fhock  to  his  influence.  He 
was,  on  the  contrary,  every  day  better  received  by 
the  emprefs  and  the  favourite,  while  Vorontzof  cx« 
perienced  from  them  nothing  but  coldnefs.  Tho- 
roughly now  convinced  that  too  much  zeal  for  the 
glory  of  Catharine  was  not  always  the  means  of 
pleafing  her,  and  that  his  difgrace  was  already 
determined,  Vorontzof  was  eager  to  prevent  a  forced 
retreat  by  a  voluntary  exile.  He  gave  out  that  his 
health  was  impaired  by  the  labours  of  the  cabinet ; 
and  under  pretext  of  recovering  it,  he  afked  per- 
miffion  to  travel  for  two  years  in  foreign  countries. 
The  emprefs,  who  found  his  prefence  rather  irk- 

fome. 
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fome^  granted  him  leave  with  fecret  fatisfaftion  f- 
notwithftanding  that  Ihe  feigned  a  regret  at  his 
'departure.  In  public  (he  (hewed  him  great  refpeO: 
and  good-will,  and  audibly  intreated  him  to  haften 
his  return  to  refume  the  fundions  of  an  adminiftra- 
don  which  he  filled,  as  (he  faid,  fo  fuccefsfully  for 
the  happinefs  of  the  empire. 

In  the  mean  time  the  apprchenfion  of  feeing 
Catharine  beftow  herfelf  on  the  daring  adventurer 
who  bad  lent  a  hand  to  precipitate  from  the  throne 
her  unfortunate  hufband,  occafioned  violent  mur- 
murs. Several  ineffe&ual  plots  were  fee  on  foot 
againft  her  and  her  favourite.  One  of  them,  for  a 
moment  was  on  the  point  of  fucceeding.  A  guard 
flood  at  Orlof  's  door,  as  at  that  of  the  emprefs. 
One  of  the  centinels,  by  means  of  a  bribe,  had 
promifed  to  deliver  him  afleep  to  three  of  the  con- 
fpirators.  But  the  hour  was  wrongly  marked  ; 
and  when  the  confpirators  appeared,  the  centinel 
who  was  to  have  feconded  them,  had  already  been 
relieved  by  another.  This  latter,  aftoni(hed  at 
feeing  three  men  applying  for  admiffion  into  Orlof 's 
apartment,  made  fo  much  noife  as  to  bring  together 
others  of  the  guards.  The  confpirators  had  but 
ju(t  time  to  efcape  under  favour  of  the  uniform  they 
wore. 

This  movement  fpread  alarm  over  the  palace. 
Catharine  was  roufed.  Imagining  that  her  life  was 
not  in  fafety^at  Mofco,  (he  haftened  to  quit  that 
city,  and  return  to  St.  Peterfburg.     The  day  of  her 
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departure  was  fignalized  by  demonftrations  of  in* 
folent  joy  approaching  to  rage.  Her  cypher  had 
been  placed  on  a  triumphal  arch  in  the  great  place 
of  Mbfco  :  the  populace  tore  it  down  *,  and  broke 
it  to  pieces  after  having  dragged  it  through  the  mire» 
Catharine  arrived  at  St.  Petcrfburg  the  day  of 
the  anniverfary  of  her  acceffion  to  the  throne. 
Well  knowing  that  for  overawing  the  minds  of  the 
vulgar,  it  is  neceffary  often  to  dazzle  their  eyes,  (he 
omitted  nothing  for  rendering  her  entry  magnifi« 
cent  and  folemn.  Her  carriage  was  preceded  by  all 
the  regiments  of  guards,  and  followed  by  thofe  of 
the  foreign  minifters,  and  the  numerous  train  of 
courtiers  whom  ambition  and  vanity  had  drawn  to 
her  fuite.  This  pompous  fpcdacle,  however,  had 
not  the  effed  that  Catharine  had  expedled  from  it. 
It  raifed  more  aftonifhment  than  joy,  and  tended 
only  to  increafe  the  irritation  of  the  public  mind. 
The  number  of  malcontents  augmented.  Confpi- 
racies  were  multiplied,  and  became  more  dangerous 
by  the  names  of  confequence  that  were  affociated 
to  them.  The  public  report  counted  among  the 
enemies  of  Catharine  the  moft  powerful  perfonages 
of  the  empire,  and  even  thofe  who  had  ferved  her 
with  the  utmofl:  afliduity  and  zeal.  The  hetman 
Razumofsky,  count  Panin,  and  his  brother  f ,  were 

*   Another  was  afterwards  put  up,  wnicli  was  rcmaiuing  there 
at  the  time  of  Catharine's  dcccafe. 

f  General  Piinin,  brother  of  the  minlftcr,  gained  confidcrable 
reputation  in  the  firll  tuii.i/]i  war. 

of 
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of  this  number;  and  Itfeemed  certain  that  if  thefe 
diflferent  confpirators  could  have  turned  their  eyes 
on  a  prince  worthy  of  being  the  central  objeQ:  of 
their  wiflies,  Catharine  would  have  loft  the  crown. 
But  fome  wanted  to  raife  Paul  Petrovitch  to  the 
throne,  while  others  were  defirous  of  recalling  the 
unhappy  Ivan ;  and  all  embarraflTed,  all  irrefolute, 
they  alike  formed  the  plan  of  dethroning  the  era- 
pYefs,  without  agreeing  on  the  fucceflbr  to  be  given 
her. 

Catharine,  fecretiy  advertifed  of  the  defign  of 
Panin  and  of  Razumofsky,  was  for  a  moment  ready 
to  have  them  arrefted :  but  having  only  fuch  evidence 
as  was  but  little  to  be  relied  on,  and  fufpicions  in 
which  fhe  might  be  deceived,  (he  felt,  after  all,  that 
by  an  ill-timed  feverity  againft  men  of  fuch  high 
confideration,  fhe  ran  the  rifk  of  occafioning  a 
general  infurreftion.  She  thought  it  might  be  ex-  * 
pedient  to  employ  a  little  artifice  :  a  means  which 
had  frequently  been  of  ufe  to  her. 

Although,  fhortly  after  the  revolution  which  had 
placed  her  on  the  throne,  fhe  had  repaid  with  feem- 
ing  ingratitude  the  devotednefs  and  fortitude  of 
princefs  Dafhkof,  and  even  fince  fhe  had  been 
forced  to  recal  her  to  court,  fhe  behaved  to  her 
with  fufficient  coolnefs,  fhe  now  feigned  all  at  once 
to  wifh  to  reftore  her  to  her  confidence.  She  made 
no  doubt  that  princefs  Dafhkof  had  a  (hare  in  the 
plots  that  were  hatching  by  her  old  friends.  She 
knew  her  to  poffefs  a  refolute  foul  j  but  fhe  alfo 

z  4  knew 
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knew  that  fte  was  precipitate  and  imprudent.  She 
was  therefore  in  hopes  of  being  able  to  draw  out  of 
her  feme  confeffions  that  might  clear  up  her  doubts. 
She  wrote  her  a  very  long  letter,  wherein,  after 
lavifhing  upon  her  the  moft  tender  epithets,  the 
mod  advantageous  promifes,  and  the  moft;  feduciye 
flatteries,  (he  conjured  her,  in  the  name  of  their 
long- Handing  friendfhip,  to  reveal  to  her  what  fhc 
knew  of  the  recent  confpiracies ;  affuring  her,  at 
the  fame  time,  that  fhe  would  grant  a  full  pardon 
to  all  that  were  concerned.  Princefs  Dafhkbf, 
nettled  that  Catharine  fhould  think  to  make  of  her 
an  inftrument  of  her  vengeance,  as  fhe  had  made 
her  that  of  her  elevation,  replied,  in  no  more  than 
four  lines  to  the  four  pages  fhe  had  received  from 
the  emprefs.  This  was  her  anfwer  :  **  Madam,  I 
"  have  heard  nothing:  but  if  I  had  heard  any 
**  thing,  I  fhould  take  good  care  how  I  fpoke  of  it. 
'*  What  is  it  you  require  of  me  ?  That  I  fhould 
**  expire  on  a  fcaffold  ?     I  am  ready  to  mount  it.** 

Aflonifhed  at  fo  much  haughtinefs,  and  not 
hoping  to  conquer  it,  Catharine  attempted  to 
attach  to  her  thofe  whom  fhe  dared  not  to  punifh. 
Some  of  the  fubaltern  confpirators,  who  had  been 
arretted,  and  yet  kept  an  obftinate  filence  on  their 
accomplices,  were  banifhed  to  Siberia:  but  Panin 
and  Razumofsky  received  feveral  additional  marks 
of  favour. 

However,  as  plots  were  inceflantly  renewing, 
and  as  the  clemency  exhibited  towards  the  guihy 

^    '  feeined 
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feetned  to  harden  them  in  guilt,  Catharine  declared 
that,  for  the  future,  (he  would  not  conform  to  the 
ediGt  by  which  the  emprefs  Elizabeth  had  promifed 
never  to  fuflfcr  a  criminal  to  be  fentenced  to  death. 
She  thought  it  unhappily  impoffible  to  keeip  the 
Ruffians  in  order  by  any  other  means  than  by  the 
dread  of  puniftiment.  She  afterwards  faw  that  this 
dread  was  not  a  fufficient  check  to  their  exceffes. 
In  fafl:,  the  only  means  of  dimlnifhing  the  number 
of  criminals  is  to  diffeminate  iAftruction,  folemnly 
to  eftablifh  the  principles  of  found  morality,  and  to 
honour  thofe  who  put  them  in  praftice.  While 
legiflacors  have  been  for  ever  multiplying  laws 
againft  vice,  they  have  always  been  too  negligent 
of  making  inftitutions  in  favour  pf  virtue. 

Catharine  was  invariably  fenfible  of  the  benefits 
arifmg  from  fuch  inftitutions,  and  neglefted  no- 
thing of  all  that  feemed  likely  to  promife  a  tendency 
to  the  profperity  of  her  empire.  At  the  very  time 
when  fhe  had  the  ftrongeft  reafons  to  apprehend  for 
the  fafety  of  her  perfon,  fhe  was  bufied  in  all  the 
particulars  of  government  with  as  much  aifiduity 
and  calmnefs  as  if  her  reign  was  to  be  everlafting. 
She  founded  colleges  and  hofpitals  in  every  4)art 
of  her  empire.  She  encouraged  commerce  and 
induftry ;  fhe  ordered  new  fhips  of  war  to  be  put 
upon  the  ftocks. 

In  regard  to  commerce,  Peter  III.  on  the  7th 
of  April  1762,  had  iffued  an  important  and  exprefs 
decree :  Catharine  took  it  into  confideracion  on  the 
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1 1th  of  Auguft»  on  the  propofal  of  the  fenate^p* 
where  fhe  was  prefent^  found  much  of  it  to  confirm^ 
but  likewife  many  things  to  omit  and  to  Improve  ; 
and  executed  on  the  fame  day^  with  her  own  hand, 
the  imperial  edid :  in  which  it  is  faid :  —  '*  On  the 
^^  whole  furface  of  the  earth  there  is  no  country 
^'  better  adapted  for  commerce  than  our  empire. 
*^  Rui&a  has  fpacious  harbours  in  Europe ;  and 
over  land  the  way  is  open  through  Poland  to 
every  region.  Siberia  extends,  on  one  fide,  over 
"  all  Afia  •,  and  India  is  not  very  remote  from  Oren- 
burg ;  but  on  the  other  fide  it  feems  to  touch 
upon  America.  Acrofs  the  Euxine  is  a  paflage, 
**  though  as  yet  unexplored,  to  -^gypt  and  Africa : 
•«  and  bountiful  Providence  has  bleffed  the  exten- 
"  five  provinces  of  our  empire  with  fuch  gifts  of 
'^  nature,  as  can  as  rarely  be  found  as  they  are 
*'  wanted  in  all  the  four  quarters  of  the  world.'* 

During  Catharine's  reign  thefe  fplendid  advan^ 
tages  have  been  improved  to  an  eminent  degree. 
Courland  on  the  Baltic,  with  its  havens,  was  fub- 
jeded  by  her  to  the  ruffian  fceptre;  and  on  the 
oppofite  fide  of  Europe  the  Euxine  laves  her  ex- 
tenfivc  conquefts :  Otchakof,  Kherfon,  the  Krim» 
and  the  Kuban,  bear  witnefs  to  the  force  of  her 
arms.  The  fails  of  her  fliips  of  commerce  and  of 
war  are  fpread  in  the  Mediterranean.  On  the 
grctk  iflands  the  ruffian  banners  are  difplayed. 
Her  troops  opened  a  road  into  il'^gypt,  and  there 
in  1772  fought  in  fupport  of  Ali-bey  againft  the 

Turks. 
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Turks.  The  free  inhabitants  of  the  extreme  north- 
eaftern  point  of  Afia,  the  Tfchuktfches,  were  at 
length  obliged  to  fubmit;  and  a  channel  of  no 
great  width  (the  flreights  of  Behring)  there  only- 
divides  the  empire  from  America.  A  multitude  of 
ruffian  iflands,  of  various  dimenfions,  in  the  northern 
part  of  the  fouthern  ocean,  the  Kurilli  and  feveral 
additional  acquifitions,  conne61:  it  with  other  iflands, 
and  even  with  the  continent  of  the  fourth  quarter 
of  the  world:  nay,  even  upon  that  the  Ruffians 
have  got  firm  footing.  The  increafe  of  navigation 
by  thefe  acquifitions,  and  the  extremely  lucrative 
commerce  in  the  furs  here  procured,  the  coftly  fkins 
of  the-fea^otter  and  other  animals,  is  of  the  utmofl: 
confequence.  The  differences  that  arofe  with 
China  in  1778  are  at  length  compromifcd;  and  if  no 
more  caravans  go  from  Mofco  to  Pekin,  yet  the 
merchants  of  thefe  two  great  empires  profecute 
their  trade  together,  and  perhaps  better,  in  the 
frontier  town  of  Kiachta  and  Maimatfhm.  Orcn. 
burg  in  afiatic  Ruffia  is  excellently  fituated  for 
commercial  intercoarfe  with  the  Eaft  Indies :  the 
caravans  require  only  three  months  for  the  whole 
journey :  accordingly,  at  the  half-way  thither,  at 
Balk,  a  town  in  Baftriana  or  Khorafan,  ruffian  and 
eaft-indian  caravans  already  meet  together. 

Well-founded  as  all  this  evidently  is,  yet  we 
have  feen  that  it  is  poffible  ibr  unfavourable  occur- 
rences completely  to  annihihte  the  advantages  of 
this  whole  fitqation  at  leaft  on  a  very  important 

fide« 
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fide.  When,  in  the  year  1788,  Sweden,  Poland^ 
PrufTia,  the  Turks^  and  an  englifh  fleet,  had  clofely 
combined  in  a  war  againft  Ruflia,  this  great  empire 
was  in  a  manner  cut  off  from  all  trade  and  com- 
merce  with  the  reft  of  Europe.  So  true  it  is,  that 
the  bare  **  gifts  of  nature,  wherewith  Providence 
"  has  blcfled  the  extenfive  provinces  of  RufEa/' 
are  not  able  to  procure  her  the  balance ;  fo^'^greatly 
do  the  articles  of  finer  manufafl:ure  and  of  luxury 
outweigh  in  commerce  the  indifpenfable  neceflaries 
of  life.  This  Catharine  knew  very  well  towards 
the  latter  end  of  her  reign ;  and  therefore  by  a 
policy  the  foundnefs  of  which  is  not  fo  apparent, 
fhe  prohibited,  with  unexampled  feverity,  the  im- 
portation of  almpft  all  wrought  goods  from  abroad, 
which  ferve  only  to  conveniency  and  pleafure. 

Commercial  regulations  are  naturally  fubjeft  to 
alteration.  Accordingly  nothing  more  circumftan- 
tial  can  here  be  adduced  on  the  fubjeft.  It  will 
fuffice  to  give  a  farther  Iketch,  to  (hew  the  fpirit  of 
the  laws.  The  corn  trade  is,  in  confideration  of  a 
moderate  duty,  entirely  free  ;  only  all  exportation 
immediately  ceafes,  when  the  market  price  in  the 
country  exceeds  fuch  a  fum,  which  for  the  vari* 
0U8  provinces  is  differently  fettled  :  —  a  regulation 
which,  whether  beneficial  or  not,  it  is  well  known, 
is  the  fame  in  England.  This  limitation  of  the 
exportation  does  not  attach  to  corn  of  the  growth 
of  Poland,  which  may  at  all  times  be  fliipped  for 
the  foreigner,  in  order  not  to  opprefs  this  branch 

of 
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of  commerce.  Siberia  may  never  fend  corn  out 
of  the  country.  The  condition  of  a  dated  market 
price  in  the  country  does  not  affeft  the  exportation 
of  linfeed  ;  but  of  horned  cattle  it  does.  The  port 
of  Archangel  was  favoured  equally  with  that  of  St. 
Peterfburg.  The  export  of  fine  and  coarfe  linens, 
againft  the  ufual  prohibition,  was  permitted ;  that 
of,  linen  yarn  remained  prohibited.  Several  mono- 
polies belonging  to  private  individuals  and  whole 
trading  companies  were  aboUflied";  indeed  by  an 
arbitrary  ftep,  but  certainly  with  beneficial  eflFedl  to 
the  country :  neither  did  the  government  exempt 
itfelf.  The  trade  in  rhubarb,  in  pot-afhes  and 
wood-afhes,  belonging  exclufively  to  the  crown, 
was  now  declared  open  to  every  one.  An  end  was 
thenceforth  put  to  the  caravan  trade  of  the  crown 
to  China  :  and  alfo  the  contrading  for  the  fea-dog 
fifhery,  other  fiflieries,  and  the  tobacco  trade ;  the 
monopoly  of  fugar-works,  and  of  chintz  manufao* 
tories  ;  the  exclufive  right  of  one  man  to  import 
foreign  filk :  the  trading  companies  to  Pfirfia, 
China,  and  the  Bukharey ;  the  company  to  the 
Euxine  and  the  Mediterranean,  from  Temernikof, 
a  town  on  the  Don.  Every  perfon  may  freely  trade 
in  all  thefe  commodities  and  to  all  thefe  countries. 
Only  a  limitation  took  place  in  the  afiatic  commerce, 
but  to  the  fecurity  and  the  greater  profit  of  the 
rufiian  merchants  themfelves.  To  them  only  two 
ports  were  affigned  on  the  Cafpian,  Baku  and  Sinfili, 
there  to  keep  market^  and  wait  the  arrival  of  the 
perfian  merchants.     It  is  farther  regulated,  that; 

ibey 
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they  mud  there  tax  the  feveral  commodities  in- 
tended for  Perfia,  the  Bukharey»  &c.  in  the  prefencc 
of  the  refident  imperial  conful :  the  like  muft  be 
done  by  the  merchants  of  Aflrakhan  and  Orenburg, 
and  enter  into  a  bond  with  one  another  not  to  fell 
anything  below  the  fixed  price,  under  penalty  of 
confifcation  ;  that  the  foreigners  may  not  profit  by 
the  fpoiling  of  the  market  by  the  ruffians  them- 
felves. 

The  tobacco  trade  was  next  declared  free ;  pro- 
per meafures  were  alfo  taken  in  February  1763,  con- 
ducive to  the  better  culture  of  it  in  the  *  Ukraine, 
where  it  may  be  made  to  flourifh  fo  weli  from  the 
excellent  quality  of  the  foil. 

The  coinage  was  afterwards  frequently  altered* 
In  December  1763  Catharine  decreed,  that  the 
proportion  of  the  gold  to  the  filvcr  coin  fhould  be 
as  one  to  fifteen.  An  error  almoft  general  through- 
out Europe  is,  in  the  having  of  a  twofold  flandard, 
as  if  they  imagined  it  poiTible  to  fix  by  legiflation 
a  proportion  that,  from  commerce  and  its  own 
nature,  is  always  fluftuating.  The  gold  (hall  be 
of  a  finencfs  of  88  folotniks ;  the  filver  of  72. 
Out  of  a  pound  of  fuch  gold  (hall  be  ftruck  31 
imperials  and  2  rubles  SKA  kopeeks ;  out  of  a  pound 
of  filver  fo  alloyed  17  rubles  6y  kopeeks.     Siberia 

♦  The  fclavonian  parent-word  is  Krai,  the  border ;  and  u,  on 
or  mear.  The  primary  import,  therefore,  of  Ukrainer  Is  borderer^ 
{rQm  Ukraine,  on  the  lonUrs.  Hence  the  Ukcrn  (in  the  mark 
Inndcnburg),  the  Kraincr  and  the  Ukrainer. 

had 
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had  had  a  coinage  (with  the  arms  of  that  king- 
dom, two  wolves,  which  was  not  to  be  current  be- 
yond the  confines  of  the  government)  affigrfed  it, 
of  the  copper  peculiar  to  the  mines  of  Kolyvan, 
which  is  impregnated  with  gold  and  filver,  obtained 
by  the  fmelting  awsly  of  the  filver  ore,  the  tranfport 
whereof  would  be  too  difficult,  and  its  farther  re- 
paration from  the  noble  metals  too  expenfive. 
The  pood  of  this  copper  contains  i^  folotniks  of 
fine  gold,  and  3  i^r  folotniks  of  filver  *. 

About  this  time  Poniatofsky  renewed  his  follici- 
tations  for  permiffion  to  vifit.  Peterfburg.  The 
emprefs  would  not  liften  to  them,  but  aiTured  him 
of  her  conftant  friendfliip,  of  which  fhe  promifed 
to  give  him  convincing  proofs  on  all  occafions* 
Nor  was  it  long  before  flie  realized  her  promife* 

Towards  the  end  of  this  year  Catharine  gave  a 
proper  form  to  the  fupreme  college  of  the  empire, 
the  direding  fenate,  which  had  been  inflituted  by 
Peter  I.  In  order  to  give  an  cafier,  plainer,  and 
more  rapid  courfe  to  the  bufinefs  of  it,  fhe  divided 
the  fenate  into  fix  departments,  whereof  the  four 
former  fliould  have  their  feat  in  St.  Peterfburg,  and 
the  two  latter  in  Mofco.  In  fome  particulars  (he 
removed  incumbrances,  in  others  fhe  made  new 
regulations,  and  difFufed  through  the  whole  a  fpirit 
of  fimplicity  and  order. 

*  For  the  relative  proportions  of  thcfc  weights,  moniesy  '^c. 
ice  before,  p.  48. 

4  Undoubtedly 
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Undoubtedly  many  of  thefe  new  inftituttons  were 
rather  preparatory  than  finifhed  wOrks ;  undoubt- 
edly  ^veral  plans  ^vere  iketched  out  by  her,  and 
even  put  in  execution  under  her  eyes,  of  which,  in 
the  far  diftant  parts  of  her  vaft  empire,  no  trace  is 
any  longer  to  be  feen ;  undoubtedly  fome  things 

Jiad  more  of  (how  and  a  (hining  outflde  tha^  of  an 
exadlly  calculated  utility.    But  only  as  preparatives, 

.  even  only  as  reform  in  the  more  proximate  fphere 
of  aftion,  even  ohly  as  the  difplay  of  a  truly  im- 
perial magnificence,  they  could  not  be  unattended 
by  important  confequences.  All  men  faw  that  the 
comprehenfive  mind  of  Catharine  embraced  all  ob- 
jefts ;  they  were  convinced  of  her  activity  and  of 
her  benevolence^  (and  what  higher  qualities  can 
the  ruler  of  a  people  poflefs  ?)  of  her  treafures  and 
her  magnanimity.  They  >vere  the  capital  towns, 
they  were  the  colleges  of  the  empire  that  gained 
another  form,  and  which  mufl  naturally,  though 
flowly,  operate  upon  the  provinces.  A  new  vital 
fpirit  was  infufed  into  the  nation,  a  more  elevated 
impetus  into  all  minds.  To  this  greatly  contributed 
even  the  perfonal  reverence  paid  to  the  beautiful, 
the  fpirited  woman,  the  glow  of  enthufiafm  for  the 
monarch  whom  foreigners  praifed,  whom  the  uni- 
verfe  admired.  The  court  was  brilliant  and  agree- 
able; in  the  expenditure  of  large  fums,  magnifi- 
cence, tafte,  atid  lafting  enjoyment  were  ftudied. 
Foundations  for  the  cultivation  of  arts  and  literature, 
fuperb  embellifhmcnts  of  the  refidcnce  and  other 

towns. 
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towns,  regulations  for  ufe  and  convenience  were 
[nanifeft  to  every  beholder.  Milder  and  more 
imicable  difpofitions  began  to  appear ;  induflry  and 
diligence  were  quickened,  and  by  their  means  the 
:omforts  of  life  were  more  widely  diffufed;  the 
nation  was  no  longer  dependent  on  the  foreigner  ; 
and  ruffian  (hips  were  feen  riding  at  anchor  in  the 
ports  of  Cadiz  and  Leghorn. 


CHAP.  V. 

State  of  Poland  from  the  Ttme  of  the  Kings  of  the 
Jirjl  Race  to  the  Death  of  Augujius  Ill  —  EleRion 
of  Prince  Poniatofsky. — Frejh  Confpiracy  at  St. 
Peterfburg.  —  Journey  of  the  Emprefs,  into  Vfiionia. 
— ^  Affajftnation  of  Prince  Ivan  in  the  Cajile  of 
Schluffelburg.  —  Punijhment  of  Mirovitch,  and 
other  Events  of  1763,  1764,  Gfr. 

Poland,  which  had  fometimes  a£ted  fo  confpi* 
cuous  a  part  in  the  politics  of  Europe,  and  which, 
from  the  extent  of  its  territory,  the  fertility  of  its 
foil,  the  high  fpirit  and  courage  of  its  inhabitants, 
feemed  formed  for  acquiring  a  ftill  greater  prepon- 
derance, has  loft,  by  the  defeds  of  its  government, 
a  part  of  the  advantages  it  had  received  from  nature. 
VOL.  I.  A  A  This 
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This  kingdom  had  long  been  under  the  tnfloeiice 
of  Ruffia  j  and  that  influmce  bad  become  the  men 
poweplul  under  C^dlarine,  at,  indepemjently  of  die 
army  of  Romantzpf,  encamped  oa  the  banks  o^  tbe 
Viftula,  fifty  diouiand  nien  had  taken  Uf  dttb 
quarts  in  LiTonia,  Efthonia,  and  Courhmd.  AMk» 
goftus  ill.  decliniiig  in  his  heakh,  as  wdi  from  the 
irregularities  of  his  Ii£s  as  from  the  vexatkn  occai- 
fioned  him  by  the  invafion  of  Saxony,  was  now  vei;g- 
ing  faSi  to  the  grave.  All  fuch  as  had  formed  preten- 
(ions  to  the  fucceflion,  accordingly  began  to  examine 
their  flrength  ;  and  the  court  of  Peteriburg  was  the 
centre  of  their  intrigues.  ThQ  afpiring  mind  ct 
Catharine  was  flattered  at  feeing  hcrfelf  the  arbiter 
of  thefe  ambitious  rivals.  But,  while  fiie  thought 
proper  to  foment  their  divifions  and  to  encoorage 
their  hopes,  flie  was  fecretly  decided  in  her  choice. 
She  was  in  "want  of  a  king,  whofe  wtaknefs  and 
fervility  ihe  knew:  fbe  made  choice  of  Ponia* 
tof^ky. 

It  will  not  be  ufejefs  here  to  caft  an  eye  upon  the 
ftate  of  that  rich  and  unhappy  country,  which  we 
fliall  fee  more  than  once  exciting  the  ambition  of 
Catharine,  and  which  (he  bng  continued  to  harafs, 
die  better  to  prepare  it  for  being  nfurped. 

The  hiftoryof  Poland,  Kke  that  of  almoft  all  the 
other  countries  of  Europe,  reaches  back  to  an  aera 
extremely  remote,  and  filled  with  uncertainty.  Att 
that  we  know  with  tolerable  precifion  is,  that  Po-» 

7  Iwd 
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land  at  firft  was  governed  by  a  race  of  kings  *,  whofe 
power  was  nearly  abfolute.  To  this  race  fuccceded 
the  Piafts,  (for  fo  they  ufually  call  their  native  fo* 
vereigns,)  who  are  thought  to  have  been  eledive, 
but  who,  for  feveral  generations,  preferved  the 
crown  in  their  family.  The  kingdom  was  frequently 
ditturbed  by  the  pretentions  of  the  magnats,  who 
combined  againil  the  monarch,  and  oppofed  to  him 
a  power  which  balanced  that  of  the  cfown. 

One  of  the  laft  kings  of  the  race  of  the  f  Piafts^ 
Cafimir  III.  fumamed  the  great,  or  the  father  of 
the  peafantry,  rcpreiSed  the  dangerous  and  always 
turbulent  authority  of  the  grandees,  by  conferring  a 
variety  of  privileges  on  the  inferior  noblefle,  and  by 
that  means  alarming  them  with  a  dangerous  rival* 
fhip.  But  that  prince,  however,  generally  guided 
foy  the  diftates  of  juftice,  and  how  great  foever  his 
concern  in  behalf  of  the  unhappy  peafants,  waa 
never  able  to  mitigate  the  barbarous  lot  to  which 
they  are  doomed  in  Poland. 

Lewis  of  Hungary,  nephew  and  fuccefTor  of  Ca* 
limir,  was  not  in  a  capacity  to  benefit  by  the  advan*  ^ 
tages  that  monarch  had  acquired,  becaule  on  beflow- 
ing  on  him  the  crown,  the  nobility  obliged  him  to 

•  The  race  of  Lefko. 

f  It  is  generally  thought  that  this  denomination  comes  ftqm  a 
peafant  of  Krufvies^  named  Piafle,  on  whom  the  Poles  bellowed 
the  crown  on  the  death  of  Popiel  in  830,  and  who  rendered  his 
people  profperous  and  happy.  The  throne  of  Pokmd  remained 
10  his  family  more  than  four  hundred  years. 

A  A  2  fubfcribe 
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fubfcrlbe  to  burdenfome  conditions.  On  the  death 
of  Lewis,  without  leaving  a  male  heir,  that  turbu- 
lent nobility  made  an  offer  of  the  throne-  to  Ladi- 
flaus  Yagellon,  duke  of  Lithuania,  and  iinpofed  on 
him  the  fame  conditions  as  had  been  accepted  by 
Lewis.  •  One  of  thefe  conditions  was,  not  to  raife 
fubfidies  without  the  confent  of  the  diets.  His 
fucceffors  were,  equally  with  him,  forced  to  be  con- 
tinually  making  new  facrifices  for  obtaining  the 
impofts  that  were  neceffary  to  their  government ; 
and  Sigifmond  Augiiftus  was  at  length  induced  to 
confent  *,  that  at  his  death  the  crown  fliould  become 
abfolutely  eleSive.  This  prince,  who  had  no  fon, 
was  without  difficulty  brought  to  agree  to  make  a 
declaration,  by  which  he  purchafed  his  repofe.  In 
a  (hort  time  afterwards  a  charter  t  was  framed, 
which  became  the  bafis  and  guarantee  of  that 
privilege.  The  four  principal  articles  of  the  charter 
were : 

1 .  That  the  crown  fhould  be  ele£bive ;  and  that 
the  king  fliould  never  appoint  a  fuccefTor  during  his 
lifetime. 

2.  That  general  diets  fhould  be  alTembled  every 
two  years. 

3.  That  every  nobleman  of  Poland  fhould  have 
the  right  of  voting  at  the  eledtion  of  a  king. 

4.  That  if  the  king  fhall  prefumc  to  infringe 
the  laws,    and  to   difavow  the   privileges   of  the 

♦  In  the  year  1550. 

i*  Known  under  the  name  of  Pa8a  conventa. 

nation. 
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nation  *,  the  fubjefts  fliall  be  abfolved  from  their 
oath  of  allegiance. 

The  privileges  fecured  by  this  charter  were  ftill 
farther  extended ;  and  all  the  fucceffors  of  Sigif- 
mond  Auguftus  down  to  Staniflaus  Poniatofsky 
inclufively,  were  only  elefted  upon  their  fwearing  to 
maintain  them.  Could  lefs  then  be  expefted  from 
princes  who  received  the  crown  as  a  matter  of 
favour,  and  who,  if  they  had  not  accepted  it  on 
thefe  conditions,  would  have  been  obliged  to  forego 
it  in  favour  of  a  Icfs  fcrupulous  competitor  ?  The 
nobles,  the  more  they  increafed  their  power,  abufed 
it  the  more.  Not  contented^with  freely  granting 
their  fuffrages,  they  fold  them.  Henry  de  t  Valois 
was  the  fir  ft  who  purchafed,  by  means  of  promifes 
and  gold,  the  throne  of  the  Yagellons;  means 
which  have  fince  only  yielded  to  the  terror  of 
arms. 

On  every  acceflion  to  the  throne  the  nobility 
ufurped  fome  additional  privilege.  During  the 
reign  of  JohiiCafimir,  the  liberum  veto  was  created. 
This  was  a  right  given  to  each  nobleman  fingly  to 
put  a  flop  to  the  deliberation  of  a  whole  diet,  and 
to  diflblve  it  by  the  fole  aft  of  his  will  j  a  right 
which  has  been  one  of  the  principal  fources  of  the 
troubles,  the  anarchy,  and  the  total  deftruftion  of 
Poland. 

*  That  is  to  fay,  of  the  nobles  ;  for  the  red  arc  counted  for 

nothing.  ^ 

•J-  Tlic  bigoted  and  debauched  Henry  III.  of  France. 

A  A  3  But 
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But  by  fuch  an  eztenc  of  power  as  every  noble- 
man had,  we  may  form  a  judgment  of  that  enjoyed 
^y  the  palatines*,  the  great  officers,  and,  in  ge- 
neral, al}  the  wealthy  Poles.  Sometimes  they  raifed 
regiments  independent  on  the  authority  of  the  king) 
at  other  times  they  formed  confederacies,  which, 
under  pretence  of  defending  the  laws,  fowed  fedition 
and  revolt,  and  in  the  facred  name  of  liberty  ezer^p 
cifed  the  abfurded  tyranny. 

It  is  the  blind  ambition  of  the  polifh  nobles  that 
has  been  for  three  hundred  years  gradually  con« 
fummating  the  ruin  of  their  country.  That  nation, 
naturally  brave,  whj^  has  often  conquered  the 
Ottomans,  and  which  ha$  given  law  to  Pruffia  and 
to  RuiSa,  has  not  been  able,  iince  thefe  diflenfions, 
to  refift  any  of  the  armies  by  which  it  has  beeii 
attapked*    The  forces  of  the  kings  of  Sweden, 

*  lo  Poland  are  thirty-two  palatines,  who  are  properly  go- 
y^mon  of  province*,  thrpe  cafteUans,  and  one  (laroft.  Though 
the  quality  of  the  two  latter  be  inferior  to  that  of  a  palatine,  yet 
there  are  four  of  them  who  poiTefs  the  (irft  ranks  amongft  the 
tempbral  noUet,  the  caftellan  of  Cracow  being  the  firft  of  alL 
The  ofBce  of  a  palatine  is  to  lead  the  troops  of  his  palatinate  to 
the  army  ;  to  preiide  in  the  afTemblics  of  the  nobility  in  his  pro« 
^ihce ;  to  &t  a  price  ppqn  mercha^ndizes  and  commodities ;  to 
take  care  tlil|t  the  weights  und  mcafures  be  not  altered ;  and  tc? 
joigt  9pd  defend  the  jew**  He  has  a  vice-palatine  under  him, 
who  muft  take  an  oath  to  him,  and  who  ought  to  have  an  eftate 
in  Iand>  which  they  CTXi  foffeffionaius.  To  thefe  follow  the  order 
tof  »dbility)  who  are  alone  capable  of  poflefling  all  the  offices  and 
lands  in  the  dochy  and  kingdom* 

■ '  • ■  ■  r 

Charlej; 
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Charles  Guftavus  and  Charles  XU.  alternately 
found  it  an  eary  prey;  and  from  the  moment 
that  the  Ruffians  were  able  to  oppofe  difdplined 
troops  to  its  brilliant  and  licentious  pofpolite  t,  they 
have  found  themfelves  in  a  capadcy  to  didate  laws 
t»  the  aation* 

Under  fuch  circumftances  the  Poles  called  them* 
ieltes  free.  But  what  fort  of  a  freedom  was  that 
they  enjoyed,  even  while  they  were  exercifmg  the 
boafted  right  of  ele£Hng  their  kii^s  ?  The  age  in 
which  we  live  has  j^roduced  exam}^e»  to  the  coik 
trafy ;  and  one  f  of  the  men  who  beft  unc|erftood 
their  hiftory,  has  defied  them  to  Ihew  but  two 
inftances  of  a  free  ele£Uon. 

There  is  fcarccly  a  great  potentate  la  Europe 
diat  has  not  had  more  or  lefs  inSuence  in  tbefe 
eledions  :  but  for  upwards  of  fifty  years  Ruffia  has 
been  the  only  power  by  which  th^  have  been 
a£lually  direfled. 

*  The  military  force  of  the  Polet  confifls  chieflj  in  \!tyt poJ^Rie^ 
that  is»  the  whole  body  of  the  gentry,  which,  upon  extraordinary 
becafioniy  the  king  and  the  national  general  can  order  into  the 
field  to  fenre  for  a  limited  time.  The  inconvenience  and  inutility 
0f  this  military  infthutioo»  in  the  prefent  flate  of  the  art  of  war^ 
»eed  not  be  infilled  oa.  They  have  alfo  a  (landing  army  which 
ought  te  amount  to  about  forty  thouiand  men>  but,  from  being 
undifciplined,  irregular,  and  incomplete,  it  is  a  body  altogether 
contemptible,  efpecially  the  feot^  at  they  coofift  aknoft  wholly 
of  their  wretched  peafants. 

f  Cbcrncflcy, 

A  A  4  Such 
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• 

Such  was  the  fituation  of  Poland  when  the  death 
of  Auguftus  HI.  •  revived  the  cabals  of  the  pre- 
tenders to  the  throne,  and  furnifhed  Catharine  the 
means  of  difplaying  her  political  talents  with  the 
utmoft  effeft.  That  fovereign,  whom  the  courts  of 
Vienna  and  Verfailles  were  in  hopes  of  detaching 
from  Pruffia,  began  her  operations  by  artfully  ob- 
taining from  thofe  courts  an  aflurance  that  they 
would  not  interfere  in  the  alBairs  of  Poland.  In 
1 764,  the  marquis  de  Paulmy,  ambafTador  from 
France  at  Warfaw,  declared  t  at  the  diet,  that 
Lewis  XV.  would  have  nothing  to  do  in  the  elec- 
tion of  the  new  king  ;  and  fhortly  after  the  count 
de  Mercy  held  the  fame  language  on  the  part  of 
Maria  Therefa. 

The  promife  of  thefe  two  courts,  however,  was 
not  fufficient  for  Catharine.  She  was  defirous  of 
fome  aflurance  that  fhe  fhould  not  be  thwarted  by 
that  of  Berlin  :  in  this  Ihe  fugceeded.  Frederic  had 
long  been  folliciting  her  to  fign  a  treaty  of  defenfive 
alliance  ;  and  fhe  coveted  it  the  more  as  Ihe  had 
employed  fo  much  art  in  inducing  him  to  defire  it. 
Imagining  that  the  delays  which  Ihe  made  to  the 
conclufion  of  this  bufmefs  arofe  only  from  the  re- 
pugnance fhe  had  to  a  minifler  J  who  had  been  the 
friend  of  her  hufband,  the  pruffian  monarch  made 
choice  of  a  plenipotentiary  who  fhould  neceffarily 

♦  The  5th  of  Oaobcr.  f  The  i6lh  of  March. 

:(  The  bat  en  de  Goltz* 

be 
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be  more  agreeable  to  that  princefs :  he  fenc  to 
St.  Peterfburg  the  count  of  Solms>  who  had  married 
a  princefs  of  Anhalt-Bernburg,  coufin-german  to 
Catharine.  The  count  de  Solms  was  extremely 
well  received  by  the  emprefs,  with  whom  he  fhortly 
after,  in  the  naftie  of  the  king  of  Pruffia,  concluded 
a  treaty,  fubjoined  to  which  was  the  fecret  article 
as  follows : 

**  It  being  for  the  intcred  of  his  majefly  the  king  of  PniHia 
<'  and  of  her  majefty  the  emprefs  of  all  the  Rufliasy  to  exert  their 
**  utmoft  care  and  all  their  efforts  for  maintaining  the  republic  of 
«*  Poland  in  its  ftatc  of  free  cleftion,  and  that  It  (hould  not  be 
*'  permitted  to  any  one  to  render  the  faid  kingdom  hereditary  in 
**  his  family,  pr  to  make  himfelf  abfolute  therein ;  his  majefty 
**  the  king  of  Prufiia  and  her  imperial  majeily  have  promiird 
"  and  niiitualiy  engage  themfclves,  in  the  mod  folemn  numner^  by 
"  this  fecret  article,  not  only,  not  to  permit  any  one,  whoever 
**  he  be,  to  attempt  to  divcft  the  republic  of  its  right  of  free 
'*  election,  to  render  the  kingdom  hereditary,  or  to  make  himfelf 
*^  abfolute  thereiq»  in  all  cafes  whenever  foch  attempt  fhonld  be 
**  made ;  but  alfoto  prevent  and  to  frullrate,  by  all  pofllble  means, 
'<  and  in  common  confent,  the  views  and  dcfigns  that  have  a 
**  tendency  to  that  end,  as  foon  as  they  ihall  be  difcovered,  and 
*•  even,  in  cafe  of  neccflGty,  to  recur  to  tj>c  force  of  vms,  to 
*'  defend  the  republic  from  the  overthrow  of  its  conftitution  and 
'*  its  fundamental  laws. 

"  The  prefcntfedret  article  (hall  have  the  (atne  force<and  vigour 
*'  as  if  it  had  been  infcrted  woid  for  word  in  the  principal  treaty 
**  of  defeniivc  alliance  figncd  this  day^  and  ihall  be  ratified  at  the 
•'  fame  time. 

"  In  virtue  whereof  two  fimilar  copies  of  it  have  be«n  made, 
'*  which  we,  the  minilicrs  plenipotentiary  of  his  niajcfly  the 
''  l^injij  of  Pruilia,  and  of  her  pajelly  the  emprefs  of  all  the 

"  Rufiias,. 
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«•  RvC&M,  audforiael  to  tluit  piirp«re»liti«  Cgned  lad  fiideA  widi 
^  iht  iiral  of  our  arms. 

^  Done  at  St.  Peterfburg,  the  i  ith  of  April  (tlie  jift 
»•  of  March  O.  S.)  1764. 
«aDESOLMS.    PAWN.    OALLITZIN/* 

The  new  fovereign  of  Saacony^^  who  flattered  hio^ 
felf  with  the  profped;  of  inheriting  the  throne  of 
Auguftus  III.  as  he  had  inherited  his  electorates 
addrefled  himfelf  to  the  emprefs,  to  prevail  upon 
her  to  approve'  his  pretenfions  :  but  fhe  made  no 
hefication  to  deprive  him  of  all  hope.  She  wrote 
to  him,  *^  That  (he  advifed  him,  as  a  criie  friend, 
^  not  to  expofe  his  interefts  in  an  affisdr  which  in 
«*  the  iffue  could  not  anfwer  his  expedations.** 

Confdom  of  her  power  in  Poland,  Catharine 
difinifled,  one  after  another,  the  candidates  who 
were  not  agreeable  to  her,  without  however,  giviqg 
any  imimation  as  yet  concerning  the  perfon  whom 
flie  intended  to  favour.  The  greater  number  of 
the  Poles  were  for  eleding  a  Piaft,  a  defcendant  of 
their  ancient  kings ;  Catharine  alfo  for  fome  time 
appeared  to  be  of  the  fame  fentiment.  But  all  at 
once  it  was  heard  with  amazement  at  Warfaw,  that 
it  was  count  Poniatofsky  whom  that  monarch  had  ' 
deftined  to  the  throne.  This  choice  excited  an 
almoll  univerfal  difcontent  and  violent  murmurs. 
The  polifli  magnats^  incenfed  at  the  profped  of 
being  governed  by  a  young  man  ♦  of  a  birth  nd 

•  lie  was  at  thsit  time  thirty-two  yciirs  of  age, 

very 
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very  iiluftrious,  and  whofe  elevation  was  neither 
juflified  by  dining  a£lions  nor  extraordinary  vircuea, 
reciprocally  interrogated  one  another,  what  fervices 
count  Poniatofsky  had  rendered  the  republic,  to 
entitle  him  to  fo  glorious  a  reward  ? 

Count  Poniatofsky  was  endowed  with  thofc 
qualities  which  are  more  adapted  to  conciliate  the 
friendfhip  of  particular  perfons,  than  to  fit  him  for 
fwaying  a  fceptre.  Tall,  well-made,  of  a  figure  at 
once  commanding  and  agreeable,  he  fpoke  and 
wrote  with  fluency  the  feven  principal  languages  of 
Europe,  and  in  a  graceful  di&ion ;  but  he  pofTeflfed 
9nly  a  flight  knowledge  of  affairs.  His  eloquence 
was  vague  and  defultory,  his  prefumption  too  ap- 
parent. Rather  weak  than  gentle,  rather  prodigal 
than  generous,  he  might  eafily  millead  women>  and 
dazzle  a  thoughtlefs  multitude,  but  not  perfuade 
pien  of  cultivated  minds.  He  was  doubtlefs  fitter 
to  fubmit  to  be  governed  than  to  govern  himfelf* 
NTeverthelefs  fupported  by  the  influence  and  arms  of 
Ruflia,  and  having  no  obftacle  to  fear  on  the  part 
of  other  powers,  his  triumph  was  not  long  in  fuf- 
penfe.  The  confequence  of  Catharine  was  involved 
in  this  triumph.  That  princefs  fet  fo  great  a  value 
on  feeing  the  crown  of  the  Sarmatcs  on  the  brow 
of  her  former  favourite,  that  fhe  wrote  without 
delay  to  count  Kayferling,  her  ambaflador  at 
Warfaw,  to  employ  every  means  in  behalf  of 
Poniatofsky.  One  of  her  letters  was  intercepted, 
^d  contained  the  fpllowbg  words :  —  "  Mon  cher 

^'  <:omtft 
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*•  comte,  fouvenez-vous  dc  mon  candidat.  Jc  vous 
^*  ecris  ceci  deux  heures  aprcs  minuit :  jugez  fi  la 
"  chofe  m'cft  indifferente  ♦  f" 

Count  Kayfcrling  was  careful  not  to  difobef 
Neither  he  nor  the  ruffian  generals  negleded  any- 
thing for  fecuring  the  choice  which  their  foYcrcign 
tiefired.  The  dyetines  were  already  convoked. 
That  of  Warfaw  elefted  Poniatofsky  by  an  una- 
nimous fufTrage ;  but  whatever  pains  had  been 
taken  for  bringing  thofe  of  the  provinces  to  the  fame 
favourable  difpofition,  his  fuccefs  was  not  the  fame. 
His  competitors  obtained  a  majority  of  voices  in 
fome,  and  at  Icait  an  equal  number  with  his  in  the 
others. 

At  the  aflembling  of  the  diet  of  convocation,  the 
ruffian  troops  entered  Warfaw,  under  pretence  of 
preferving  liberty  and  order. 

Crowds  of  foreigners  at  the  fame  time  poured 
into  that  city,  all  ready  to  unite  at  the  very  firft 
fi^al.  Count  Branitcbky  f,  grand  general  of  the 
crown,  and  prince  Katlzivil,  took  arms  in  order 
to  prevent  the  Ruffians  from  extorting  the  fuf- 
frages  :  but  what  could  they  do  againft  foreign 
armies  who  were  maftcrs  of  the  country ;  and  againft 

♦  •«  My  c!e.ii  count,  rMncml)tr  my  canrlljjite.  I  write  this  to 
*'  you  at  two  oVJock  in  the  morning-  ;  jii.^gc  whether  I  ana  in- 
•'  dilTtTt'jit  Jib  Mi:  the  allaiil*' 

t  I  atlitT  of  lilni  wlio  aftcrwnrils  r'.r.rritJ  inadcmoirdlc  EnijJ- 
liaiJt,  liitce  of  piincc  PuUmLii.. 

apart 
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a  part  of  tlieir  countrymen  difpofed  to  jom  thofc 
armies  ? 

It  is  a  difficult  matter  to  form  an  adequate  idea  of 
the  tumult  that  began  to  prevail  in  the  diet  of 
Warfaw.  Count  Malakofsky,  venerable  for  his 
great  age  and  his  virtues,  had  been  appointed  its 
marllial.  He  endeavoured  in  vain  to  reduce  it  to 
order,  and  to  clear  it  of  ftrangers.  He  was  an- 
fwered  by  furious  vociferations,  and  fabres  were 
drawn.  The  eloquent  Mokranofsky,  nuncio  of 
CracoWj  ran  the  rifk  of  his  life  under  the  fwords 
of  the  ruffian  officers,  who  endeavoured  to  pierce 
him  from  the  galleries  of  the  fpeakers.  He  at  firft 
thought  of  {landing  on  his  defence ;  but,  pre- 
iently  returning  his  fabre  into  the  (heath,  and  ex- 
pofmg  his  bread :  —  *'  If  you  muft  needs  have  a 
"  viSim,"  faid  he  to  the  Ruffians,  "  I  ftand  here 
<<  before  you.  But  at  leait  I  fhall  die  free,  as  I 
<*  have  hitherto  lived."  —  It  is  not  improbable 
that  he  would  have  fallen  a  prey  to  their  fury,  had 
not  prince  Adam  Chartorinlky  had  the  generous 
courage  to  throw  himfelf  in  the  way,  and  to  fhield 
him  with  his  body.  Thus,  in  the  firft  fittings  of 
the  diet  nothing  pafled  but  injurious  fpeechcs  and 
tumultuous  quarrels. 

Some  one  at  Peterlburg,  who  knew  what  diC- 
pleafure  the  eledtion  of  Poniatofsky  would  occafion 
to  the  Poles,  and  wanting  to  vilify  him  in  the  eyes 
of  Catharine,  had  theboldnefs  to  tell  that  monarch, 

* 

that  he  whofe  irirereft  fhe  efpoufed  feemed  the  Icfs 

4  proper 
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proper  to  fill  the  throne  of  Poland,  a»  his  grands* 
father  had  been  intendant  of  a  little  eftate  belongiiig 
to  the  princefs  Lubomiriky.  •—  ^  Though  he  had 
^^  been  fo  himfelf/'  returned  ihtf,  fomewhat  nettled, 
«^  I  will  have  him  to  be  king,  and  king  he  (hall  be.** 

In  holding  this  language,  Catharine  was  under  no 
apprehenfions  of  being  deceived.  Independently  of 
the  troops  which  (he  had  already  in  Poland,  flic 
caufed  a  body  of  twelve  thoufand  men  to  enter 
Lithuania,  and  fre(h  reinforcements  were  advandag 
towards  Kief.  Her  ambaflador  ruled  at  Wariaw, 
and  her  armies,  if  the  expreflion  may  be  allowed, 
compreflfed  the  republic. 

Several  of  the  provinces  now  heavily  accufed  their 
nuncios  of  having  badly  correfponded  with  their 
defires  in  fubmitting  to  the  influence  of  the  court 
of  Peterfburg.  They  did  not  confine  themfdves 
to  murmurs.  They  had  recourfe  to  arms;  they 
formed  into  different  confederacies;  but  diefe 
movements  were  attended  by  no  confequences.  The 
RufHans  threatened  :  th^  malcontents  were  pre-* 
fently  filenced. 

At  length  the  diet  of  ele£tion  was  opened ;  hdd, 
according  to  cuflom,  in  the  plain  of  Vola,  at  the 
diftance  of  about  three  miles  from  Warfaw.  This 
diet  began  by  a  folemn  mafs,  and  a  *fermon» 
Count  Kayferling,  ambaflador  from  Rufiia,  being  at 

*  The  pretcfatr  took  his  text  from  thefe  words :  ''  Eligtteta 
^  vobis  meliorem^qul  tobisplicuerit,  et  pofuite  eum  fuper  fcliuin." 
a  Kings,  X,  3. 

that 


•I7^4*]  tUVKEW  CATHAHIKE   II.  3^/ 

that  time  iBdifpoTed^  couU  HQt  i:q>air  to  Vola^  buC 
fent  to  the  diet  a  letter,  addrefled  to  him  by  the 
raipreft>  recommendiDg  count  Poniatofsky  in  the 
moil  preffing  terms. 

The  other  party,  however,  had  not  l>eett  idle^ 
cither  during  the  eledion  of  the  nuncioc  or  repK* 
fentatiTes,  who,  in  the  name  of  the  body  of  the 
nobility,  were  to  chooie  a  king,  nor  at  the  firft  a£* 
fembling  of  the  ftates  ^.  In  the  former  cafe  great 
tumults  were  raifed,  but  they  fubfifted  not  long.  In 
the  latter  twenty-two  £snators  entered  a  proteft 
againit  the  proceedings  of  the  diet,  the  principal 
reafons  of  which  were  grounded  on  the  preience 
and  interference  of  the  foreign  troops.  Forty- 
five  nuncios  figned  an  aft  of  adbefion  to  this 
proteft. 

Count  Branitchky,  who  was  at  the  head  tif  diefe 
protefters,  retired  from  die  diet.  But  that  aflem* 
bly,  foon  after  its  opening,  took  its  revenge.  An 
order  was  made  for  diveftxng  him  of  the  poft  of 
crown  general.  Branitchky  denied  their  power  ;- 
drew  together  into  one  body  a  great  part  of  that 
army  of  which  they  had  attempted  to  deprive  him, 
but  which  (till  faithfully  adhered  to  him;  augmented 
k  by  levies ;  and  prepared  to  maintain  U^ilelf  by 
force  *,  poflefled,  as  it  ibould  leem,  by  a  ijxrit  ol 
defpair  and  fury,  having  no  power  in  the  lead 
adequate  to  the  height  of  his  attempt.  Prince  Rad- 
civil,  on  his  port,  was  alfo  up  in  arms,  and  with  the 

•  May  7, 1 764. 
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fame  obftinacy,  and  no  greater  ftrength,  ftruggled 
againft  the  election. 

The  ambafladors  of  France,  Spain,  and  the  empire, 
finding  their  political  intrigues  of  no  more  avail 
towards  obflru^ng  the  election,  than  the  hoftile 
attempts  of  prince  Radzivil  and  count  Branitchky 
were  likely  to  be,  retired  from  the  diet  and  left 
Poland,  declaring  that  they  had  not  been  fent  to  a 
party,  but  to  the  entire  republic  *. 

Ati  a£tion  at  length  happened  f  between  prince 
Radzivil  and  the  ruffian  troops,  wherein  the  Poles, 
having  fought  a  long  time  with  their  ufual  irregular 
bravery,  were  as  ufual  defeated  by  the  Ruffians. 

The  fpirit  of  Poland  appeared  ftrongly  in  all  the 
drcumftances  of  this  adion.  The  princefs  Radzivil^ 
but  newly  married,  and  a  fifler  of  that  prince,  both 
of  them  young  and  beautiful,  fought  on  horfeback 
with  fabres,  and  encouraged  the  foldiery  both  by 
their  words  and  their  example. 

Branitchky  was  alfo  defeated  by  a  body  of 
Ruffians  ;  and  thcfe  two  nobles,  the  only  very  con- 
fiderable  perfons  who  oppofed  the  ruffian  nomi- 
nation, were  obliged  to  fly  out  of  their  country,  and 
to  take  flicker  in  the  turkifli  dominions,  where  they 
particularly  value  themfelves  on  protefting  the  un- 
fortunate ;  and  thefe  noble  fugitives  found  refuge 
where  Charles  XII.  had  not  fought  in  vain. 

During  all  this  time  Poniatofsky,  accompanied  by 
a  great  number  cf  his  friends,  was  vifiting  each 

♦  June  the  7tli,  1764.  f  On  the  3d  of  July, 
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nuncio  in  particular,    aqd  endeavouring  to  gain 
them  by  tefiimonies  of  benevolence  and  flattering 
promifes.     The  palatines  being  all  aflembled  and 
Tanged  in  order  round  the  fhppa  *,  a  large  building 
open  01^  all  fides,  occupied  by  the  fena|e  and  the 
cqueftrian  order,   the  primate  aflced  with  a  loud 
iroice,.  at  three  diilind  periods,  whom  they  would 
have  for  king  ?      All  anfwered  unanimoufly  :  — 
**  Count  Poniatofsky  !'*  —  The  next  day  f ,  he  was 
proclaimed  king  of  Poland,  and  grand  duke  of 
Lithuania,  under  the  name  of  Staniflaus  Auguftus. 
Thus  the  diet  and  the  kingdom  being  freed,  in  the 
manner  we  have  feen,  from  all  thofe  who  were  the 
declared  oppofers  of  Poniatofsky,  the  eleftion  was 
foon  concluded  in  favour  of  that  prince  with  an 
unanimity  unknown  in  the  annals  of  Poland. 

The  new  monarch,  on  his  return  to  Warfaw, 
paiTed  along  the  flreets  of  that  capital  amidft  the 

•  The  general  diet  for  the  clcdlion  of  a  king  is  always  held  m 
the  open  field,  about  two  miles  from  Warfaw,  near  the  village  of 
Vola,  where  a  fort  of  booth  is  crcdcd,  covered  with  boards,  at 
the  public  charge,  whicH  in  the  polifh  language  is  called^t^, 
or  a  (helter  from  bad  weather.    This  place  is  built  and  prepared 
by  the  treafurer  of  the  crown  :  it  is  furrounded  with  a  ditch,  and 
hat  three  doors.     The  day  appointed  for  the  diet  being  come, 
the  fenate  and  the  nobility  proceed  to  St.  John's  church  at  Warfaw 
to  hear  the  mafs  of  the  holy  ghod,  to  implore  its  influence  in  the 
deftion  of  a  new  king,  who  nfiay  have  all  the  qualities  necelTary^ 
to  defend  the  interefls  of  the  church  and  of  the  republic  :  after 
which  they  go  to  the  fhopa  and  begin  the  ele^^ion. 

f  The  7  th  of  September. 
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acclamations  of  all  the  people^  and  from  that  very 
day  took  poflTeflion  of  the  palace  of  the  republic. 
Some  nuncios  had  abflained  from  appearing  at  tbe 
diet ;  the  greater  part  of  the  prime  nobility  took 
umbrage  at  the  appointment  of  Poniatofsky :  but 
no  fooner  ^s  he  on  the  throne  than  they  came 
almofl:  all  to  do  him  homage;  and  he  began  to 
reign  in  as  much  tranquillity  as  if  his  eledion  had 
not  been  effedled  by  violence  *• 

Some 

*  Staniflaus  Poniatofsky  behaved  at  fird  with  great  judgment 
andcircuirfpc61ion.  He  rccciyed  with  kindncfs  thofe  who  had 
afted  fccmingly  in  the  mod  dire6i  oppodtlon  to  his  intereft. 
The  Ton  of  count  Bruhl  exerted  himfclf  to  his  prejudice,  and  yet 
that  prince  left  him  in  pofleffion  of  the  poft  of  grand  maftcr  of 
the  artillery  which  he  had  promifed  to  count  Branitchky,  palatini 
of  Helfli,  and  of  which  indeed  the  latter  had  the  generofity  not 
to  wifti  to  deprive  him.  —  Soon  after  his  cle6^ion  he  received 
letters  of  congratulation  from  many  of  the  courts  of  Europe. 
The  mod  remarkable  is  that  from  the  king  of  PrufGa,  written 
with  his  majedy's  own  hand.  From  the  matter  and  the  occafionp 
as  well  as  the  charaftcr  of  the  writer,  it  is  extremely  worthy  of 
being  infertcd  at  length.  Nothing  can  be  more  glorious  than  a 
communication  of  fuch  fentiments  in  the  intercourfe  between 
fovereigns.  "  Your  majedy  mud  rcflcft,  that,  as  you  enjoy  ^ 
*'  crown  by  elcdion  and  not  by  defcent,  the  world  will  be  more 
**  obfervant  of  your  majedy's  aAions  than  of  any  other  potentate 
*'  in  Europe  :  and  it  is  but  reafonable.  The  latter  being  the 
•*  mere  efFeA  of  confanguinity,  no  more  is  looked  for  (though 
•*  much  more  is  to  be  wiflied)  from  him,  than  what  men  are 
**  endowed  with  in  common  :  but,  from  a  man  exalted  by  the 
*«  voice  of  his  equals,  from  a  fubjcd  to  a  king,  from  a  man 
«'  voluntarily  clcded  to  reign  over  thofe  by  whom  he  was  chofen, 

**  every* 
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Some  time  previous  to  this  eleftion,  Catharine 
had  declared  her  intention  of  vifiting  the  fcene  of 
her  fucceflcs,  and  to  make  the  tour  of  Livonia, 
But  whilft  this  monarch  was  employed  abroad  in 
difpofmg  of  crowns,  at  home  her  throne  feemed  to 
be  tottering  under  her  ;  and  that  vaft  power,  which 
extended  to  the  remoteft  part  of  Afia,  which  awed 
all  Europe,  and  abfolutely  governed  fo  many  of  its 
noighbours,  was  not  fecure  of  its  own  duration  for 
a  moment.  Every  breath  of  a  confpiracy  feemed 
to  fhake  it :  and  fuch  was  the  critical  flate  of  that 
empire,  that  the  defigns  of  the  bbfcureft  perfon  in 
it  were  not  unattended  by  danger. 

In  the  courfe  of  this  fummer  an  event  of  that 
nature  happened  in  Ruffia  which  is  highly  deferv- 
ing  of  a  place  in  hiftory,  from  the  extraordinary 
circumftances  by  which  it  was  accompanied,  though 
fo  extremely  myfterious  and  unaccountable  in  inony 

•*  cvcr}''thing  is  expelled  that  can  poflibly  defcrve  and  adorn  a 
**  crown.  Gratitude  to  his  people  is  the  firft  great  duty  of  fuch 
*•  a  monarch :  for  to  them  alone  (under  Providence)  he  is  in- 
•'  debted  that  he  is  one.  A  king  who  is  fo  by  birth,  if  he  a^ 
^'  in  a  manner  derogatory  to  his  flation,  is  a  fatire  only  on 
*'  himfelf;  but  an  elefled  one,  who  behaves  inconfillently  with 
<'  his  dignity,  refleds  dishonour  alfo  on  his  fubje^.  Your 
i'  majedy,  I  am  fure,  will  pardon  this  warmth.  It  is  the  effufion 
*'  of  the  fincereft  regard.  The  amiable  part  of  the  pIAurc  is 
"  not  fo  much  a  lefFon  of  wha;t  you  ought  to  be,  as  a  prophecy 
•^  of  what  your  majefty  will  be." 

})  B  2       •  particuUrs^ 
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particulars^  that  we  defpair  of  affording  any  clear 
fatlsfadion  to  the  reader  concerning  them. 

The  emprefsj  in  purfuance  of  her  intentions 
already  mentioned,  fet  out  on  her  journey  through 
Efthonia,  Livonia,  and  Courland.  On  her  way^ 
flie  paffed  over  from  Oranienbaum  to  Cronftadt ; 
and  thinking  to  give  the  foreign  minifters  an  advan- 
tageous  idea  of  her  marine^  fhe  invited  them  to 
follow  her  to  that  port.  They  did  fo :  but  the 
opinion  they  formed  of  her  naval  forces  fell  far 
fhort  of  that  which  fhe  entertained  of  them  herfelf. 
There  was  but  a  fihall  number  of  fliips,  which  they 
judged  but  little  adapted  to  keep  the  fea ;  and  the 
engllfh  ambaffador,  with  that  franknefs  peculiar  to 
his  nation,  did  net  diflfemble  that  her  navy  was  far 
from  appearing  to  him  to  be  very  formidable.  She 
afterwards  proved  that  it  was  pofTible  for  it  to 
become  fo. 

On  quitting  Cronftadt  her  majefty,  having  left 
the  government  of  Peterfburg  to  count  Panin,  took 
the  road  of  Livonia,  accompanied  by  count  Gregory 
Orlof  and  a  fmall  retinue  of  nobility  of  both  fexes. 
During  her  abfence  on  this  expedition^  in  the  prifon 
of  the  dethroned  Ivan  an  infurreftion  broke  out 
under  the  conduft  of  a  certain  Mirovitch,  which 
coft  that  unfortunate  prince  his  life. 

Ivan  Antonovitch,  ftyled  Ivan  the  third  in  the  ^ 
manifeftos  that  were  publiflied  in  his  name  while 
emperor,  was  born  in   1 740  j   great  grandfon  of 
tzar  Ivan  Alexey^vitch,  the  elder  half-brother  of 

4  Peter 
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Peter  the  great  *.  On  running  over  the  feries  of 
ruffian  monarchs  from  Alexcy  Mikhailovitch  down* 
wards,  our  feelings  arc  at  every  moment  hurt  by 
the  inteftine  difturbances  that  have  happened  from 
diflferent  pretenders,  of  which  fo  many  within  fo 
fliort  fpace  of  time,  and  in  general  attended  with 
fuch  {hocks,  as  no  princely  houfe  in  Europe  has 
experienced,  efpecialiy  in  modem  times.  But  a 
cruel  fatality  feems,  in  a  particular  manner,  to  have 
propagated  the  feeds  of  difcord  between  the  families 
of  the  two  imperial  brothers. 

•  Sec  the  gen/:aIogical  tables  in  the  former  part  of  this  volume, 
tab.  ill. 

Ivan  III.  if  we  reckon  by  the  line  of  the  tzars,  or  VI.  if  from 
the  firft  fovcrelgn  of  Rufliay  was  proclaimed  emperor  on  the 
death  of  cmprcfs  Anne,  and  Biren  regent ;  but  this  high  eleva- 
tion was  foon  to  be  followed  by  a  dreadful  fall.  The  father  and 
the  mother  of  the  young  emperor  were  difcontented  at  feeing 
themfclvcs  excluded  from  the  rcgenq"  •  and  the  infolence  with 
which  they  were  treated  by  Biren  increafed  their  difpleafuce* 
Munich,  on  his  part,  not  having  obtained  from  the  regent  what 
be  thought  due  to  his  fervices,  joined  himfelf  to  thofe  princes, 
and,  in  the  night  between  the  20th  and  21ft  of  November^  Man*> 
flein,  aid-de-camp  to  Munich,  arrefled  the  regent.  The  pnncefs 
Anne  caufed  hcrfclf  to  be  proclaigied  regent  during  the  minonty 
of  her  fon.  The  whole  nation  rejoiced  at  being  freed  from  an 
abomIna])le  tyrant :  he  was  conduced  to  Schluflelburg,  tried,  and 
condemned  to  death :  but  his  puoifhment  was  mitigated  to  an 
exile  for  life  in  Siberia.  This  exile  was  again  moderated,  by 
transferring  him  to  Yaroflaf,  where  he  remained  till  1762,  when 
Peter  III.  as  we  have  already  fecn,  recalled  him  to  court;  and 
Jic  was  fhortly  after  rcAored  to  his  dukedom  by  Catharine. 

BB  3  We 
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We  have  feen  him  feized  and  confined  with  hig 
parent^  and  relations ;  at  firft  conveyed  to  the  citadel 
of  Riga>  then  id  the  fortrefs  of  Dunamund ;  thence 
removed  to  Oranienburg,  at  the,  fouth'-eaftern  ex- 
tremity of  european  Ruflia.  At  all  thefe  places 
the  being  together  alleviated  the  miferies  of  impri- 
fonmrat,  and  efpecially  the  humane  behaviour  of 
captain  Korf,  which  firft  awakened  the  gratitude  of 
the  infant  emperor^  and  was  all  his  life  after  recoU 
leded  with  emotion;  folely  on  account  of  this 
lenity,  the  fufpicion  of  the  court  fell  upon  *  Korf, 
and  he  was  removed  from  his  office.  About  the 
latter  end  of  1 745,  or  the  beginning  of  the  year 
1746,  the  family  was  feparated;  all  the  reft  being 
brought  more  northward  to  Kolmogory,  Ivan  was 
left  behind  in  Oranienburg.  To  his  great  misfor^ 
tune  it  came  into  the  rtiind  of  a  monk  to  carry  him 
off}  in  their  flight  they  had  reached  Sraolenfk, 
where  the  affair  was  difcovered,  and  they  were 
detained*  From  this  place  the  wretclied  captive, 
lately  the  envied  emperor  of  a  quarter  of  the  globe, 
was  now  brought,  for  greater  fecurity,  to  SchlufTel- 
burg,  and  there  lodged  in  a  cafematt  of  the  fortrefs, 
the  very  loop-hole  of  which  was  immediately  bricked 
up.  He  was  never  brought  out  into  the  open  air, 
and  no  ray  of  heaven  ever  vifitcd  his  eyes.  In  this 
fiibterranean  vault  it  was  neccffary  to  keep  a  lamp 
always  burning;  and  as  no  clock  was  either  to  be 

*  Aflerwarclo  promoted  to  ihe  rank  of  general  by  Peter  III. 

fccn 
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feen  or  heard,  Ivan  knew  no  difFerence  between 
day  and  night.  His  interior  guard,  a  captain  and 
a  lieutenant,  were  fhut  up  with  him ;  and  there 
was  a  time  when  they  did  not  dare  to  fpeak  to 
him,  not  fo  much  as  to  anfwer  him  the  fimpleft 
queftion.  What  wonder  if  his  ignorance  fhould 
at  length  border  on  ftupidity?  This  dreadful 
abode  was  however  afterwards  changed  for  that 
prefently  to  be  defcribed,  in  the  corridor  under  the 
covered  way,  in  the  caftle.  Elizabeth  caufed  him 
once  to  be  brought  in  a  covered  cart  to  Peterfburg, 
and  faw  and  converfed  with  him,  Peter  III.  alfo 
vifited  him  incognito ;  and  what  pafled  on  this 
occafion  has  been  already  related.  Catharine  too 
had  a  converfation  wich  him  foon  after  the  com- 
mencement of  her  reign,  as  flie  relates  in  her 
manifefto  of  the  28th  of  Auguft  1764*,  in  order, 
as  is  there  faid,  to  form  a  judgment  of  his  under- 
ftanding  and  talents.  To  her  great  furprife  fhe 
found  him  to  the  laft  degree  deficient  in  both. 
She  obfcrved  in  him  a  total  privation  of  fenfe  and 
reafon,  with  a  defeft  in  his  utterance,  that  even 
had  he  anything  rational  to  utter,  would  have 
rendered  him  entirely  unintelligible. 

All  perfons,  however,  were  not  fo  thoroughly 
convinced  of  the  incapacity  of  this  prince.  He  was 
now  arrived  at  the  age  of  twenty-four  years,  and 
•he  might  evidently  be  made  an  inftrument,  or  at 

*  • 

*  Sec  the  appendix  No,  X.  at  the  end  of  the  volume. 
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leafl  a  pretence^  for  exciting  dangerous  commotions. 
His  juft  tide  to  the  crown,  of  which  he  had  been 
formerly  in  pofieflion,  his  long  fufferings,  without 
any  other  guilt  than  that  poiTefHon  and  that  title» 
his  youth,  and  even  the  obfcurity  which  attended 
his  life,  and  which  therefore  gave  latitude  for  con* 
jedure  and  invention,  formed  very  proper  materials 
for  working  on  the  minds  of  the  populace. 

At  the  moment  when  Catharine  was  taking  her 
departure  from  the  refidence^  fhe  had  intelligence 
of  frefh  confpiracies  among  the  guards.  Several  of 
them  were  taken  up :  but  experience  haviflg  fhewn 
that  the  deteflion  of  one  confpiracy  always  encou- 
raged the  hatching  of  fome  other ;  and,  willing  to 
avoid  irritating  the  multitude  by  the  frequency  of 
punifhments,  the  conrpirators  were  proceeded  againft 
in  private,  and  many  of  them  were  fuffered  to  pine 
out  their  lives  in  prifon. 

From  the  depth  of  this  dungeon  prince  Ivan 
afforded  hopes  to  thofe  who  held  in  abhorrence  the 
prefent  ufurpation.  It  was  for  reftoring  the  throne 
to  this  unfortunate  captive  that  alniofl  all  thcfe  plots 
were  formed.  It  was  for  his  fake  that  men,  who 
had  never  feen  him,  and  whofe  very  exiftcnce  was 
utterly  unknown  to  him,  were  continually  braving 
the  fcaffold.  Faithful  to  the  fyflem  of  calumny 
that  had  been  of  fuch  fervice  to  the  deflrudlion  of 
Peter  III.  the  court  of  RufTia  inceflantly  employed 
it  af^ciinfl  Ivan.  One  while  it  was-  riven  out  that 
he  was  ftupid,  and  incapable  of  uttering  articulate 

founds  J 
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founds ;  at  another,  that  he  was  a  drunkard,  and 
as  ferocious  as  a  favage.  Sometimes  it  was  even 
pretended,  that  he  was  fubjed  to  fits  of  madnels, 
and  believed  himfelf  a  prophet.  But  many  there 
were  to  whom  thefe  reports  feemed  no  better  than 
tales  invented  by  the  blacked  malignity,  and  after- 
Vfards  innocently  propagated  by  perfons  who  did 
not  refleft  on  the  numbcrlefs  interefts  that  might 
concur  in  their  invention.  Doubtlefs,  Ivan,  to 
whom  all  kinds  of  inftrudion  were  refufed  %  and 
who  was  kept  (hut  up  in  a  loathfome  prifon,  denied 
the  converfe  of  any  human  being  from  whom  he 
could  derive  information,  muil  neceffarily  have 
been  of  a  very  confined  underftanding  ;  but  there 
is  flill  a  great  diflance  between  ignorance  and  im- 
becility or  madnefs.  What  evidently  proves  that 
Jvan  was  neither  mad  nor  flupid  is,  in  the  firft 
place,  the  converfation  he  hadf  at  count  Schuvalof 's 
with  the  cmprefs  Elizabeth.  Not  only  the  graces 
of  his  figure  and  the  accents  of  his  voice,  but  the 
moving  complaints  he  uttered,  awakened  the  fen- 
fibility  of  all  that  were  prefcnt,  and  even  drew  from 
the  emprefs  abundance  of  tears.  If  that  young 
prince  had  committed  fome  ad  of  lunacy,  would  it 

•  He  was  turned  of  eight  years  old  when  he  was  feparated 
from  his  father  and  mother,  who  probably  had  begun  to  inftru^ 
him.  It  has  moreover  been  affirmed,  that  a  german'  officer  who 
for  fome  time  had  the  cu/lody  of  him,  clandellinely  taught  dim 
^o  read. 

f  In  1756. 

have 
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have  failed  of  publication  ?  Again,  afterwards  we 
find  a  fre(b  proof  of  his  good  fenfc  and  his  fenfibility 
in  the  difcourfe  which  he  held  to  Peter  IIL  when 
he  faw  him  for  the  firft  time  at  Schluffelburg. 
Baron  Korf  and  Leo  Narifhkin  communicated  it  to 
feveral  perfons,  as  wc  ha^o  related  it- in  a  former 
part  of  this  volume*.  Peter  III.  talked  with  him 
feveral  times  afterwards,  and  perfifted  in  his  in- 
tention of  declaring  him  his  heir.  Now  it  may 
well  be  imagined,  that  Volkof,  Gudovitch,  and  his 
ochcr  confidants,  would  have  difluaded  him  from 
it,  if  they  could  have  brought  themfelves  to  imagine 
Ivan  likely  to  be  forever  unfit  to  wear  the  crown. 
But,  to  conclude,  whatever  might  be  the  charafter 
of  that  prince,  the  daring  attempts  that  were  re- 
peatedly made  in  his  favour  did  not  render  him 
Icfs  formidable  to  Catharine  and  to  the  tranquillity 
of  the  empire. 

Ciiance  foon  furniflied  an  inftrument  to  put  him 
out  of  the  wry  of  beincr  any  difturbance  to  cither. 
The  regiment  of  Smoienlk  was  in  garrifon  in  the 
town  of  Schluflclburg  ;  and  a  company  of  about  one 
hundred  men  guarded  the  fortrefs  in  which  prince 
Ivan  was  confined.  In  this  regiment,  as  fecond 
lieutenant,  was  an  officer  named  Vaffily  Mirovitch, 
whofe  grandfather  had  been  implicated  in  the  rebel- 

•  See  p.  196,  &  fcq.  Eufching  cites  it  from  Korf,  In  the  6th 
volume  of  ills  hiilorical  magazine;  but  the  manner  in  wliich  he 
fpcaks  (hcwi  clearly  that  heroes  it  with  rcfervation. 

lion 
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lion  of  the  kozak  Mazeppa,  and  had  fought  under 
Charles  XII.  againft  Peter  the  great.  The  eftates 
of  the  family  of  Mirovitch  had  accordingly  been 
forfeited  to  the  crownl  This  young  man,  who  had 
a  good  fhare  of  ambition,  preferred  with  warmth 
his  pretenfions  to  have  them  reftored ;  and  this  it 
was  that  made  him  known  at  court.  The  family«» 
eftates  were  not  given  back ;  but  he  was  continually 
flattered  with  the  hopes  of  their  recovery,  if  he 
would  fhew  himfelf  aftive  in  fecuring  the  tranquillity 
of  the  empire. 

The  inner  guard  placed  over  the  imperial  pri- 
foner  confifted  of  two  officers,  captain  Vlaflief  and 
lieutenant  Tfchekin,  who  flept  with  him  in  his  cell. 
Thefe  had  a  difcretionary  order  figned  by  the 
cmprefs,  by  which  they  were  enjoined  to  put  the 
unhappy  prince  to  death,  on  any  infurredion  that 
might  be  made  in  his  favour,  on  the  prefiimption 
that  it  could  not  otherwife  be  quelled. 

The  door  of  Ivan's  prifon  opened  under  a  fort  of 
low  arcades*,  which,  together  with  it,  form  the 

*  It  was  found  impra(5llcable  to  give  an  cxaft  view  of  this 
place  in  our  plate  of  Schluffelburg  callle^  The  reader  will  there- 
fore .fupply  this  dcfefl  by  fuppofing  a  row  of  fmalLftorc-rooms 
opening  under  an  arched  way,  with  a  fcparatc  door  to  each,  and 
a  fmall  window  of  four  panes  of  gbfs  by  the  fide  of  it.  The 
writer  of  this  note  vifited  the  caftle  in  1784,  and  meeting  with 
many  civilities  from  the  governor,  aflced  him  after  that  in  which 
prince  Ivan  had  been  confined.  On  being  (hewn  it,  he  cafily 
took  out  the  pitrce  of  wood  with  which  on-r  of  ihe  panes  of  the 
little  window  had  been  repaired;  and,  looking  in,  perceived  the  cell 
to  contaia  only  an  old  deal  table  and  a  chair  of  the  fame  material. 

thicknefs 
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thicknefs  of  the  caftle-wall  within  the  ramparts  ;  in 
this  arcade  or  corridor  eight  foldiers  ufually  kept 
guard,  as  well  on  his  account,  as  becaufe  the  feveral 
vaults  on  a  line  with,  his  contain  flores  of  various 
kinds  for  the  ufe  of  the  fortrefs.  The  other  foldiers 
were  in  the  guard-houfc,  at  the  gate  of  the  caftle, 
and  at  their  proper  ftations.  The  detachment  had 
for  its  commander  an  officer,  who  himfelf  was  under 
the  orders  of  the  governor. 

It  has  been  affirmed,  that  fome  time  before  the 
execution  of  bis  projeft,  Mirovitch  had  opened  him- 
felf to  a  lieutenant  of  the  regiment  of  Veliki  Luki, 
named  Ufchakof ;  and  that  this  Ufcbakof  bound 
himfelf  by  an  oath,  which  he  took  at  the  altar  of 
the  church  of  St,  Mary  of  Kazan  *  in  St.  Peterfburg, 
to  aid  him  in  the  enterprife  to  the  bed  of  his  power. 
But  as  this  latter  was  drowned,  a  few  days  after 
this  is  faid  to  have  happened,  as  he  was  affifling  in 
the  launch  of  a  vefTel ;  it  is  impoffible  to  afcertain  the 

faa. 

It  is  more  apparent  that  he  talked  in  vague  terms 
of  the  confpiracy  with  one  of  the  valets  of  the  court, 
and  that  he  mentioned  it  afterwards  to  Simeon 
Tfchevaridef,  lieutenafit  of  artillery,  and  fpoke  of 
the  advantages  that  would  accrue  from  the  refcuc 
of  Ivan,  and  the  delivering  of  him  to  the  regiments 
of  the  guards.  While  he  thought  to  raife  his  con- 
fcquence  by  putting  on  the  air  of  a  confpirator 

•  Vulgarly  called  the  Kazanfkol  church. 

without 
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without  accomplices,  he  however  faid  nothing  to 
Tfchevaridef  pofitively  either  of  the  time  or  the 
manner  of  executing  his  plot. 

He  had  already  performed  his  week's  duty  in  the 
fortrcfs,  without  venturing  an  attempt.  But,  tor- 
mented by  the  anxieties  arifmg  from  fufpenfe,  and 
condemning  his  own  irrefolution,  he  afked  permit 
fion  to  be  continued  on  guard  for  one  week  longer. 
This  extraordinary  flep  feems  not  to  have  excited 
any  fufpicions  in  a  governor  who  was  entrufted 
with  fo  very  important  and  critical  a  charge ;  and 
the  requeft  of  Mirovitch  was  granted  him  without 
hefitation. 

After  having  admitted  into  his  confidence  a  man 
of  the  name  of  Jacob  PiOikofj  he  began  at  about 
ten  o'clock  on  a  fine  fummer's  night  *,  to  fall  into 
converfation  with  three  corporals  and  two  conunon 
foldiers  ;  and  after  tampering  with  them  fome  time, 
and  obviating  fuch*  difficulties  as  were  fuggefted  by 
their  fears,  they  were  foon  gained  over  to  his  plan, 
and  they  promifed  to  follow  his  orders.  Neverthe- 
lefs,  whether  from  timidity  or  from  precaution, 
they  refolved  with  one  confent  to  wait  till  the  night 
was  farther  advanced.  Between  the  hours  of  one 
and  two  in  the  morning,  they  came  together  again. 
Mirovitch  and  the  corporals  then  procured  about 
fifty  f  of  the  foldiers  who  were  on  guard  to  puc 

♦  The  tV^  of  July. 

f  It  15  probable  that  thirty-eight  was  the  exafl  number. 

themfelves 
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themfelves  under  arms,  and  thus  marched  tovardi 
the  prifon  of  Ivan.  On  the  way  they  met  BeredDK» 
kof,  the  governor  of  the  fortrefs,  whom  they  thought 
faft  locked  in  the  arms  of  fleep ;  but  who,  roufed 
by  fome  noife,  whether  made  by  them,  or  accidentally 
occafioned,  had  come  out  to  fee  what  was  the  matter. 
The  governor  authoritatively  demanded  of  Mirovitch 
the  reafoh  of  his  appearance  in  arms  at  the  head  of 
the  foldiers  ?  Without  returning  any  anfwer,  Mi- 
rovitch  knocked  him  down  with  the  butt  end  of  his 
firelock,  and,  ordering  fome  of  his  people  to  fecure 
him,  continued  his  march. 

Having  wounded  and  fecured  the  governor, 
Mirovitch  loft-  no  time  to  improve  his  advantage. 
Being  arrived  at  the  corridor  into  which  the  door 
of  Ivan's  chamber  opened,  he  advanced  furioufly 
at  the  head  of  his  troop,  and  attacked  the,  handful 
of  foldiers  who  guarded  prince  Ivan.  He  was  re- 
ceived with  fpirit  by  the  guard,  who  quickly  repulfed 
him.  He  immediately  ordered  his  men  to  fire  upon 
them,  which  they  did.  The  centinels  returned  their 
fire ;  when  thefe  confpirators,  at  the  fame  time  the 
mod  defperate  and  the  moft  timid  of  mankind^ 
were  obliged  to  retire,  though  neither  on  one 
fide  nor  the  other  was  there  a  fingle  man  killed,  or 
even  wounded  in  the  flighteft  degree. 

The  foldiers  of  Mirovitch,  furprifed  at  the  refill* 
ance  they  met,  fhewed  figns  of  an  inclination  to 
retreat.  Their  chief  withheld  them ;  but  they  in- 
fifted  on  his  fliewing  them  the  order  which  he  laid 
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he  had  received  from  Peterfburg.  He  direSIy 
drew  from  his  pocket  and  read  to  thein  a  forged 
decree  of  the  fenatc,  recalling  prince  Ivan  to  the 
throne,  and  excluding  Catharine  from  it,  becaufe 
ihe  was  gone  into  Livonia  to  marry  count  Ponia- 
tofsky.  The  ignorant  and  credulous  foldiers  im- 
plicitly gave  credit  to  the  decree,  and  again  put 
thcpifelves  in  order  to  obey  him.  A  piece  of  artillery 
was  now  brought  from  the  ramparts  to  Mirovitch, 
who  himfelf  pointed  it  at  the  door  of  the  dungeon, 
and  was  preparing  to  batter  the  place ;  but  at  that 
inftant  the  door  opened,  and  he  entered,  unmolefted, 
with  all  his  fuite. 

The  officers  Vlaflicf  and  Tfchekin,'^  commanders 
of  the  guard  which  was  fet  on  the  prince,  were  (hut 
up  with  him>  and  had  called  out  to  the  centinels  to 
fire.  But,  on  feeing  this  formidable  preparative, 
and  hearing  Mirovitch  give  orders  to  beat  in  the 
door,  they  thought  it  expedient  to  take  counfcl 
together.  And,  firft,  they  held  it  impoffible  to  refill 
fuch  a  fuperior  force  as  that  which  they  had  lately 
beaten  ofi*.  Then  they  took  into  confideration  the 
dreadful  confequences  which  muil  inevitably  enfue, 
to  the  public  peace  and  the  fafety  of  the  empire,  if 
their  ptifoner  fliould  be  enlarged;  and,  laftly, 
they  fet  before  their  eyes  the  punifliment .  that 
Vould  be  inflifted  on  them  by  the  government 
in  cafe  their  charge  fhould  be  taken  from  them, 
though  againft  their  will,  and  after  all  poffible  re- 
finance. 

On 
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On  this  confultation,  they  came  to  the  dreadful 
refolution  of  affaflinating  the  unfortunate  captive, 
over  whofe  life  they  were  to  watch,  unterrified  with 
the  dangers  which  manifeftly  waited  this  horrid  ad, 
direftly  hanging  over  them  from  a  defperatc  force, 
which  (to  give  any  colour  to  their  proceeding)  they 
muft  have  concluded  irrefiftible. 

At  the  noife  of  the  firing  Ivan  had  awoke ;  and, 
hearing  the  cries  and  the  threats  of  his  guards,  he 
conjured  them  to  fpare  his  miferable  life.     But,  on 
feeing  thefe  barbarians  had  no  regard  to  his  prayers, 
he  found  new  force  in  his  defpair ;  and,  though 
naked,  defended  himfelf  for  a  confiderable  time. 
Having  his  right  hand  pierced  through  and  his  body 
covered  with  wounds,  he  feized  the  fword  from  one 
of  the  monllers,  and  broke  it ;  but  while  he  was 
ftruggling  to  get  the  piece   out  of  his  hand,  the 
other  flabbed    him  from  behind,  and  threw  him 
down.    He  who  had  his  fword  broke  now  plunged 
his  bayonet  into  his  body,  and  feveral  times  re- 
peating his  blow,  under  thefe  ftrokes  the  unhappy 
prince  expired. 

They  then  opened  the  door,  and  (hewed  Miro- 
vitch  at  once  the  bleeding  body  of  the  murdered 
prince,  and  the  order  by  which  they  were  authorifed 
to  put  him  to  death,  if  any  attempt  fliould  be  made 
to  convey  him  away.  * 

Mirovitch,  ftruck  with  horror,  at  firft  ftarted 
back  fome  paces ;  then  threw  himfelf  on  the  body 
of  Ivan,  and  cried  out :  —  "I  have  miffed  my  aim  j 

"  I  have 
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*'  I  have  novtr  nothing  t0. do  but  to  dje.'**— But  he 
prefently  rofe  up.  So  far  from  attempting  to  flee 
from  the  punifbmcnt  which  he  'mufl  ndw  forefee> 
or  to  take  his  revenge  on  the  two  aflaffins  by 
fliooting  them  on  the  fpot,  he  returned  to  the 
place  where  he  had  left  the  governor  in  the  hands 
of  his  foldiers ;  and,  furrendering  to  him  his 
fword,  coldly  faid :  —  *Mt  is  I  that  am  now  youf 
•*  prifoner.** 

The  next  day  the  body  of  the  poor  unfortunate 
Ivan  was  expofed  before  the  church  *  in  the  caftle 
of  Schluflelburg,  clothed  in  the  habit  of  a  failon 
As  foon  as  it  was  known,  immenfe  clrowds  of  peopid 
flocked  thither  from  the  neighbouring  towns  and 
froii;i  St.  Peterlburg ;  and  it  is  impoflible  to  de- 
fcribe  the  grief  and  indignation  that  were  excited 
at  the  view  of  an  unfortunate  being,  who,  after 
having  been  cruelly  precipitated  from  the  thrond 
while  yet  in  his  cradle,  pafled  his  days  in  a  dark 
and  doleful  dungeon,  where  he  was  inhumanly  pul 
%o  death  by  aflfafllns^     Ivan  .was  full  fix  feet  high^ 

*  An  old  luthcran  church  built  of  timber  /or  the  ufc  of  the 
garrifon  while  Nocteburg  was  in  pofTeflion  of  the  Swedcis,  long 
before  it  was  taken  frorh  them  by  Peter  the  great;  ThcchurcA 
ft  in  a  very  decayed  ftate^  full  of  rUbbifh,  and  not  employed  ill 
my  religious  ptirpofes;  The  {laintM  altat  is  retfioved  from  Tts 
j^per  place  at  the  ea[l  ehd,  and  ftaads  againft  the  north  fide  wall; 
knd  in  its  place,  filling  the  enclofurc  where  the  altar  rails  have 
i>een»  is  a  large  pile  of  deal  plankd,  in  a  Rate  of  rottennefs:  under 
ibis  ftack  of  wood  the  body  of  Ivan  was  thrown,  where  it  lay  for 
fome  time. 

iroL.  u  c  e        .  ^ith 
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with  a  fine  blond  head  of  hair,  a  red  beard,  regular 
features,  and  of  a  complexion  extremely  fair: 
accordingly,  the  beauty  of  his  perfon  and  his 
youth*  heightened  the  fenfibility  that  was  uni« 
verfally  difcovered  at  the  unhappinefs  of  his  lot, 
and  the  cruelty  of  his  murderers.  His  body  was 
wrap^  up  in  a  fheep-fkin,  put  ioto  a  coflin,  and  in« 
humed  without  ceremony. 

The  concourfe  and  the  mutmurs  incrcafed  to    ^ 
fuch  a  degree  that  a  tumult  was  now  apprehended. 
To  avoid  any  fatal  confequences  to  themfclves  the    = 
two  aflaffins  Vlaffief  and  Tfchekin,  as  foon  as  they  ^ 
had  perpetrated  their  crime,  put  themfelves  on  board    - 
of  a  veffel  which  they  found  on  the  point  of  failing 
for  Denmark,  where,  on  their  arrival,  the  ruffian 
minifter  took  them  under  his  proteftion  t« 

The  governor  of  Schluffelbiirg  difpatched  to 
Peterfburg  a  full  relation  of  the  horrid  outrage 
of  Mirovitch,  and  of  the  tragical  end  of  Ivan.  He 
accompanied  this  account  with  a  manifefto  that  had 
been  found  in  the  pocket  of  Mirovitch,  and  which| 
it  was  faid,  had  been  long  fabricated  in  concert  with 
lieutenant  Ofchakof.  This  manifefto,  which  con« 
tained  many  fcurrilous  invedives  and  imprecations 
againd  Catharine,  and  reprefented  prince  Ivan  as  * 
the  fole  legitimate  emperor,  it  was  obferved,  wa%^ 
to  have  been  publiflied  at  the  moment  the  prini^^ 

•  He  had  not  yet  completed  his  24th  year, 

f  They  (hortly  after  returned  to  Ruflia,  and  were  advanced  in 
the  fervice. 

4  was 
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was  fet  at  liberty  and  was  making  his  entry  into  St* 
f  eterfburg.  Panin  immediately  fent  o£F  a  courier 
to  the  emprefs  with  an  exaft  account  of  thefe  par* 
ticulars. 

Her  majefty  was  then  at  Riga ;  and,  under  a 
vifible  impatience  of  mind,  was  frequently  inquiring 
after  news  from  the  refidence :  a  circumftance  by 
no  means  unaccountable,  if  we  confider  the  fre- 
quent caufes  of  alarm  from  plots  and  cabals  with 
which  (he  had  been  inceflantly  harafled  fince  the 
beginning  of  her  reign.  Her  inquietude  increafed 
from  day  to  day,  and  fhe  would  often  rife  in  the 
night  to  afk  whether  no  courier  was  arrived  *•  Some 
perfons  afterwards  recollefted  thefe  circumftances 
to  her  difadvantage;  as  if  flie  was  anxioufly  counting 
the  days  fince  the  period  when  Mirovitch  was 
ftationed  on  guard  f .  At  length,  after  three  days 
had  elapfed,  the  difpatches  of  Panin  were  brought 
to  hand. 

The  trial  of  the  confpirators  was  remitted  to  the 
fenate ;  they  condemned  Mirovitch  to  death  j  and 
he  was  publicly  executed  J  in  purfuance  of  his  fcn- 

•  Thcfc  fads  have  often  been  confirmed  by  general  Brown ; 
•wbo,  being  a  good  roman  catbolic,  honeftly  attributed  thefe  per» 
turbatioi]s  of  Catharine  to  fupernatural  prefentiments. 

«flB||*  The  circumftance  that  Mirovitch  had  fuffcred  his  week's  duty 
on  guard  to  expire  before  he  could  fummon  up  courage  enough  to 
attempt  the  execution  of  his  projeft,  was  not>  on  this  occafion, 
forgotten. 

J  September  the  26th. 

c  c  2  tence* 
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tence.  The  inferior  a(tors  in  this  dedgn  did  not 
fuflFer  death,  but  were  fubjeded  to  other  puni(h« 
ments  perhaps  not  lefs  fevere.  The  officers,  who 
put  the  prince  to  death,  were,  in  confideration  of 
their  good  intentions  to  the  quiet  of  the  flate, 
amply  rewarded  for  their  fidelity.  A  manifefto 
appeared  by  authority  *,  giving  an  account  of  the 
whole  procedure.  It  was  filled  with  cxprefliona' 
of  humanity  and  piety,  which  fort  of  language 
feemed  now  to  be  the  office  ftyle  of  the  court  of 
Peterfburg. 

The  public  was  much  divided  in  opinion  con* 
cerning  the  whole  of  this  tranfadion.  It  was 
thought  inconceivable  that  an  infignificant  prirate 
individual  (hould  hazard  an  enterprife,  which>  if  eveir 
at  fir  (I  all  things  ihouldga  well,  yet  could  never  be 
profecuted  to  final  fuccefs  by  him ;  that  in  the 
attack  no  one  (hould  be  hurt;  that  upon  Ivan's 
death  all  fhould  be  immediately  as  quiet  as  if 
nothing  had  happened ;  that  no  inquiry  was  fet 
on  foot  about  any  accomplices  in  Peterfburg, 
of  which  there  had  been  fome  talk  at  firfl ;  feemed 
to  give  room  to  furmife  that  fimply  this  death  was 
the  objeft  in  vitew,  and  t«  this  fole  end  the  whole 
machinery  was  directed.  None  of  the  court  party 
could  have  done  this  fervice  to  the  abfent  emprefs, 
without  her  knowledge  and  confent*  But,  on  the 
other  hand,  the  flanderous  manifeflo  found  upoxt 

*  See  the  appendix  at  the  end  of  the  volume. 
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Mirovitch  was  produced,  which  he  intended  to 
have  publiflied  immediately  upon  his  having  IvaA 
in  his  pofleflion,  and  which  count  Panin,  it  was 
faid,  had  aftually  read  and  fent  to  the  fovereign ; 
but  particularly  the  execution  of  the  rebel :  if 
indeed  it  were  he,  and  not  fome  unknown  male- 
faftor,  who  underwent  that  punifliment,  was  urged 
in  fupport  of  their  fentiments  by  thofe  who  efpoufed 
the  oppofite  fide  of  the  queftion,  —  Let  it  Tuffice, 
the  public  emotions  of  pity  and  difpleafure  at  the 
fad  cataftrophe  of  the  imperial  progeny,  and  himfelf 
once  emperor,  were  plainly  manifefted  by  every 
kind  of  expreflion.  The  multitudes  of  people  who, 
notwithflanding  all  that  could  be  done  to  check  their 
impetuofity,  ftill  flocked  to  the  caftle,  infifting  on 
feeing  the  body,  were  fo  great,  that  the  government 
was  obliged  to  give  orders  to  remove  it  from  the 
caftle^church,  and  convey  [t  in  the  filence  of.  the 
night  with  the  utmoft  fecrecy,  to  the  monaftery 
of  Tichfina,  two  hundred  verfts  from  Peterfburg. 
Among  the  regiments  of  guards  in  that  city,  who 
thought  they  had  the  exclufive  right  to  depofe  and 
to  murder  emperors,  violent  commotions  arofe; 
that  efpecially  in  the  night  of  the  a4th  of  July, 
caufed  the  greateft  alarm :  it  was  only  by  the 
prudent  meafure  of  prince  Gallitzin,  who  caufed 
powder  and  ball  to  be  publicly  diftributed  among 
the  marching  regiments  that  were  encamped  in  the 
vicinity  of  Peterfburg,  that  tranquillity  was  reftored. 
When  the  two  officers  by  whom  the  prince  was 

c  c  3  aiTaifinated 


aflaflinated  appeared  at  court,  every  one  beheld 
them  with  looks^  of  undiflembled  contempt  and 
abhorrence. 

Catharine's  throne  was  now  firmly  eftabliihed. 
Jlven  the  angry  fpirit  that  perfecuted  the  family  o: 
Ivan  fe^^med  at  length  appeafed.  As  her  majefty 
afterwards  fet  at  liberty  the  other  members  of  it, 
it  may  be  neceflary  to  make  fome  brief  mention  oF 
them  here.  The  parents  and  relations  of  the  un^- 
fortunate  young  emperor  had  been  brought  to  Kol* 
inogory,  a  village-like  town  in  the  government  of 
Archangel,  on  an  ifland  of  the  Dvina.  Here  they 
dwelt  poor  and  melancholy,  in  clofe  confinements 
The  mother,  Anna  Carlovna,  died  in  child-bed, 
while  Elizabeth  wus  yet  reigning  in  March  1746, 
and  was  taken  hence,  and  buried  in  the  fame  mo- 
naftery  where  afterwards  Peter  III,  at  laft  found 
reft  The  father,  Anthony  Ulric,  died  in  1776. 
He  left  behind  him  two  princes,  Peter  and  Alexey, 
two  princcflcs,  Catharine  and  Elizabeth,  and  feveral 
natural  children  :  all,  except  the  elder  of  the  prin- 
qeflTes,  born  in  prifon.  For  a  feries  of  feventeen 
years  they  were  very  feverely  treated  by  Golovtzin, 
the  laft  viceroy  of  Archangel.  After  his  death, 
which  happened  in  1779,  Catharine  appointed  in  his 
place  a  man  of  more  generous  fentiments,  the  gene- 
yal-governor  Melgunef,  who  vifited  the  unfortunate 
captives,  adminiftered  to  them  every  confolation  in 
his  power,  took  with  him  a  letter  from  the  princels 
JElizabeih  to  the  emprefs ;  and,  on  delivering  it, 
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defcribed  their  fituation  in  fuch  affeding  terms,  that 
her  majefty  immediately  refolved  to  open  a  nego- 
tiation with  the  court  of  Denmark.  The  dowager- 
queen  of  that  kingdom,  Juliana  Maria,  was  a  fifter 
of  duke  Anthony  Ulric.  In  the  following  year, 
1780,  the  bufinefs  was  brought  to  a  conclufion: 
the  accommodation  was  eafy,  as  Catharine  a£ted 
with  her  wonted  magnanimity.  If,  as  is  probable, 
a  deed  of  renunciation  of  all  pretentions  to  the  ruilian 
throne  was  required  of  the  ftate  prifoners  in  behalf 
of  themfelves  and  their  pofterity,  it  could  not  be  a 
matter  to  occafion  any  difficulty.  The  empref^ 
direftly  fent  them  two  hundred  thouCmd  rubles,  to 
provide  the  family  with  clothes,  plate,  porcelaine, 
&c.  befitcing  their  rank.  This  (he  accompanied 
with  a  prefent  of  rich  furs  and  jewels  from  the  im- 
perial cabinet ;  and  appointed  perfons  of  quality  to 
attend  the  princes  and  princeffes  on  their  voyage. 
At  Archangel  Melgunef  firft  difcovered  to  them 
their  liberation,  and  the  intended  voyage  to  Den- 
mark. They  heard  the  xiews  with  forrow,  and 
earneftly  intreated  to  be  fent  back  to  their  old 
prifon ;  till  the  perfuafions  of  the  generous  Mel- 
gunef raifed  their  fpirits,  and  infpired  them  with 
courage*.    In  July  a  frigate  brought  the  whole 

family 

*  The  dowagcr-quccn  of  Denmark,  in  the  letter  of  thankt 
vhi«h  (he  wrote  to  the  emprefs  in  terms  of  the  tendc  reiL  fen- ' 
fibility«  highly  extolled,  as  fhe  had  reafon  to  do,  the  behaviour  of. 
ihis  worthy  man  in  th^  whole  of  his  condudl.    Thi9  tciUmonir 
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^tmily  to  Bergen  in  Norway,  where  the  princes  an(} 
princeffes  were  taken  on  board  a  danifh  (hip,  leavmg 
the  illegitimate  children  to  return  with  the  imperial 
frigate.  The  parting  with  thcfe  half-relativea 
excited  the  moil  painful  emotions  in  the  breafts  of 
the  family.  The  mod  fenfible  of  them,  Elizabethj) 
furvived  not  long  her  grief  and  the  fhock  her  frame 
had  received  at  this  fudden  change  of  fortune.  The 
four  brothers  and  fiftcrs  of  Ivan  were,  at  the  time 
when  they  obtained  their  liberty,  between  thirty  and 
forty  years  of  age,  The  danifh  covrt  afligned  them 
the  city  of  Horfens  in  Yutland,  as  the  place  of  their 
refidence.  Towards  their  eftablifliment  there  Ca- 
tharine prefented  them  with  twenty  thoufand  rubles, 
and  paid  annually  to  the  maintenance  of  their 
dignity  thirty  thoufand  rubles.  In  Oftober  1782, 
the  prihcefs  Elizabeth  died  at  Horfens;  and  her 
death  was  followed  by  that  of  her  brother  Alexey 
Jn  Oftober  1787.  The  natural  children  of  the  duke 
of  Brunfwic  received  in  Ruffia  an  annual  penfion : 
pne  of  them,  a  daughter  named  Amelia,  after  her 
return,  married  lieutenant  Karikin,  who,  for 
twelve  years,  had  the  guard  of  the  family  at  KoU 


ftved  him,  on  occafion  of  an  immerltcd  accufation  that  wa§ 
brought  againft  him  concerning  his  behaviour  in  thisbufincfs,  and 
vhich  threatened  him  with  imminent  danger :  and,  on  his  having 
jufttiiLd  himfclf,  to  the  fatisfadlion  of  all  impartial  judges,  Ca^ 
^arinc  rewarded  him  with  the  order  of  St.  Andrew,  and  made 
^m  piapy  prefcnts  bciidef, 
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piogory,  and  with  whom  (he  had  long  been  in- 
timately acquainted. 

To  return  to  our  hiftory,  Catharine  foon  after 
the  (hocking  event  that  had  happened  at  Schluflfel- 
burg,  arrived  from  off  her  journey  through  the 
conquered  provinces.  On  her  entry  into  Petert 
burg,  (he  was  furrounded  by  an  immenfe  concour(e 
of  people,  who  endeavoured  to  find  out  by  her  coun- 
tenance what  was  pading  in  her  heart ;  but,  always 
miftrels  of  herfelf,  the  face  of  that  princefs  was  ever 
/covered  with  fmiles.  Her  ftep  was  as  firm,  her  front 
-as  fcrene,  as  thofc  who  feel  no  inward  reproaches 
ufually  are. 

Lieutenant-general  Veymar  had  already  been 
charged  to  repair  to  Schluffclburg.  After  having 
privately  examined  Mirovitch  and  his  accomplices, 
they  were  brought  to  Peterfburg,  where  their  trial 
was  opened  before  a  commi(fion  compofcd  of  five 
prelates,  of  an  equal  number  of  fenators,  and  feveral 
general  officers.  Mirovitch  appeared  before  the 
fudges  with  all  that  tranquillity  which  only  the  hope 
of  pardon  can  communicate  to  a  criminal  like  him. 
He  replied  with  a  frivolous  and  often  infolent  air  to 
the  interrogatories  that  were  put  to  him.  It  is  true 
that  the  judges  themfelves  feemed  not  to  make  it  a 
inatter  of  great  importance,  and  rather  appeared  as 
if  they  dreaded  to  fathom  this  execrable  myftery. 
4!)ne  alone  *  had  fo  much  fejife  of  propriety  as  to 

*  He  wai  a  fexiatorr 
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declare  againfl  fuch  an  extraordinnry  mode  of  pr 
cedure.     But  he  was  blamed  for  bis  indifcreet  zeal 
and  advifed  to  keep  filence,  if  he  would  not  lofe  hi 
office,  and  be  degraded  from  his  rank  of  nobleffe— 
In  fine,  after  fome  days  fpent  in  the  trial,  Mirovitch. 
*was  condemned  to  lofe  his  head*,  not  as  guilty  o 
kigh  treafon,  but  only  as  a  difturber  of  the  pul>Iia 
peace.     Unmoved  at  this  fentence,  he  walked  to  the 
fcaSbld  like  a  man  who  had  nothing  to  fear,  and  wba 
thought   himfelf  fure  of   obtaining  a  pardon,  as 
indeed,  according  to  a  report,  it  had  been  promifed 
•him.     But  if  he  really  reckoned  on  a  pardon,  he  was 
cruelly  deceived.     The  time  for  his  execution  was 
accelerated,  and  the  unhappy  wretch,   if  he  had 
before  been  the  inftrument,  was  now  the  vifHm  of  a 
barbarous  policy.  Thofe  who  confidered  him  in  the 
former  point  of  view  were  aftonifhed  that  the  em- 
prefs  ihould  fuffer  him  to  fall  under  the  axe.     But 
how  could  (he  have  fcreened  him  from  punifhment 
without  manifeftly  drawing  upon  herfelf  the  charge 
of  having  prompted  his  crime  ?  and  if  (he  were  really 
concerned  in  it,  can  it  be  thought  that  (he  would 
hefitate  a  moment  in  getting  rid  of  a  witnefs  who 
would  have  expofed  her  to  everlafting  vexation  ? 

Mirovitch  was  the  only  perfon  condemned  to' 
death.     The  foldiers  whom  he  had  engaged  to  join 
him   in   the  intended   refcue  were  punifhed  with 
various  degrees  of  feverity.     Piflikof,  who  was  t:oa* 

*  On  the  26th  of  September. 
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fidered  as  the  liioft:  guilty,  was  fentenced  jto  run  the 
gantlet  twelve  times  through  a  line  of  a  thoufand 
men.  The  three  corporals  and  the  two  fuzileers, 
feduced  after  Pi(hkof,  were  flogged  ten  times  along 
the  fame  line  ;  after  which  they  were  put  to  the 
public  works,  with  a  log  chained  to  their  leg.  .The 
other  foldiers  who  afted  under  the  orders  of  Miro- 
yitch  were  likewife  whipped  through  the  ranks  j  and 
after  being  incorporated  in  other  regiments,  were 
fent  into  diftant  garrifons.  Tfchevaridef  was  de- 
graded from  his  rank  of  officer,  for  having  heard 
without  revealing  the  vague  confidential  communi- 
cations of  Mirovitch.  Fifty-eight  perfons  were 
puniftied.  A  great  appearance  of  feverity  was  exer- 
cifed  againfl  them  ;  and  this,  among  other  circum- 
ftances,  was  calculated  to  obviate  any  fufpicions  that 
might  arife  concerning  any  more  cmment  ijnftigators 
of  their  crime. 
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jyifconi€nts   at  Peterjburg.  —  Mifunderftandif^  be* 

twien  the  Counts   Gregory  Orlof  and  Panin.  — i 

Vtfenjky  becomes  Favourite  of  the  Emprefs.  —  Rejigs 

nation  of  the  Chancellor  Vororitxof  -—  Prince  Rdd' 

vJvil  at  the  Head  of  the  Confederates.  —  The  Bifbop 

of  Cracow  carried  off*  —  The  Duke  de  Choifeul 

incites  the  Turks  to  declare  war  againjl  Ruffia.  — 

Treaty  entered  into  by  the  Emprefs  with  England.  — 

tournament  at  Peierfburg.  —  Reform  of  the  Courts 

efyti/iice. — Convocation  of  Deputies  from  allthePro^ 

vincesofthe  Empire.  —  Wife  reply  ofiheSamoyides. 

Wicked  Attempt  ofTfchoglokof  —  Travels  of  fever al 

learned  Men  in  the  Interior  of  Ruffia.  —  Academical 

Jn/iitutions.^ —  Inoculation  of  the  Emprefs  and  the 

Grand  Dukc\  iiith  other  Events  from  i  yGj^.  to  1 768. 

X  HE  beneficial  effefts  of  Catharine's  regulations 
and  eflablifiiments  for  the  internal  adminiftration  of 
government  were  every  day  becoming  more  ap- 
parent in  all  parts  of  Ruflia.  That  vail  empire, 
rendered  more  compaft,  better  regulated,  more 
fimply  organifed,  animated  with  a  new  fpirit,  mufl: 
naturally  have  a  powerful  Influence  on  the  com* 
merce,  on  the  finances,  the  politics,  nay  even  on 
the  exiflencc  of  the  other  nations  of  the  earth :  and 

• 
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It  certainly  had.    The  time  was  paft  when  foreign 

cabinets,  with  a  fort  of  aflfurance  of  effe£t»  could 

direct  affairs,  give  birth  to  refolutions,  and  put  a 

(lop  to  proceedings  at  Peterfburg ;  the  government 

difplayed  that  fpirit  of  independence  which  became 

fo  great  a  monarchy  ;  on  the  contrary,  the  queftioa 

was  now,  how  Catharine  was  afting,  and  what  Ihe 

was  purpofing  in  regard  to  all  that  the  princes  and 

republics,  from  the  Memel  to  the  Tagus,  were 

meditating  and  tranfacling.     A  fagacious  hiftorian, 

who  is  certainly  no  flatterer  of  defpotd,  fays  of  the 

late  emprefs  of  Ruilia,  to  which  every  one  will 

readily  fubfcribe :  "  The  volumes  of  modern  hiftory 

*'  can  produce  no  reign  like  this : .  for  no  monarch 

**  has  ever  yet  fucceeded  in  the  attainment  of  fuch 

**  a  diftature  in  the  grand  republic  of  Europe  as 

•*  Catharine  II.  now  holds  j  and  none  of  all  the 

*^  kings  who  have  heretofore  given  caufe  to  dread 

**  the  eredion  of  an  univerfal  monarchy,  feem  to 

**  have  had  any  knowledge  of  her  art ;  to  prefent 

*'  herfelf  with  the  pride  of  a  conqueror  in  the  moft 

^^  perilous  fituation,  and  with  an  unufual,  a  totally 

*^  new  dignity  in  the  moft  common  tranfa£tions. 

*^  And  it  is  manifeftly  not  alone  the  fupreme  au- 

"  thority  which  here  gives  law,  but  the  judgment 

^<  which  knows  when  to  fhew  that  authority,  and 

*^  when  to  employ  it  *.'^ 

♦  M.  Spittlcr,  in  his  **  Sketch  of  the  Hiflory  of  the  Govern- 
*'  mcnts  of  Earope,"  part  11.  p.  420. 
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Theoretical  politicians,  indeed^  and  ftatiftical  cal« 
culatorsy  have  pretended  to  affirm,  that  this  com-* 
plaifance  of  the  reft  of  Europe  has  been  (hewn  with- 
out reafon ;  and  that  the  aflumption  that  the  power 
of  Ruffia  is  fo  formidable  is  one  of  thofe  that  are 
only  admitted  upon  truft.  But  the  confequence 
feems  here  demonftrable,  if  anywhere  in  a  cafe  like 
this :  whoever  undertakes  many  things,  and  peN 
forms  all  that  he  undertakes,  is  probably  ftill  able 
to  undertake  and  to  perform  more.  Whoever,  juft 
at  the  time  when  the  politician  has  calculated  that 
he  is  reduced  to  his  laft  foldier  and  his  laft  ruble, 
^  appears  with  a  formidable  army,  and  difpofes  of  mU-^ 
lions  with  magnanimous  prodigality,  cannot  be  yet 
at  the  extremity  of  his  forces  or  his  wealth.  And 
(what  is  completely  decifive)  whoever,  in  the  grand 
curopean  republic,  at  the  time  when  a  Frederic  and 
a  Jofeph,  when  the  intriguing  French  and  the  en- 
terprifing  Britons  compofe  the  fenate  of  that 
republic,  can  hold  the  didature,  is  furely  born  to 
be  didator,  is  endowed  with  all  the  qualities  requifite 
to  that  end :  the  power,  the  art,  and  the  judgment. 
This  will  apply  to  Catharine.  In  her  were  united 
what  the  world  has  feldom  feen  together.  From 
merely  phylical  power  many  things  may  afford 
fecurity ;  but  the  fuperioriry  of  mind,  the  refine- 
ment of  policy,  is  capable  of  reaching  lengths,  of 
which  the  former  will  fall  fhort.  —  Whoever  was 
favoured  with  her  efteem  and  friendfliip,  never  ad» 
vanced  farther  to    intim^cyi  but  remained  in  a 

refpedful. 
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refpeftful,  almoft  dependent  fituation.  Whoever 
incurred  her  wrath,  was  fo  placed  by  her  before  all 
Europe,  that  the  efFefls  of  it  were  no  longer  beheld 
as  a  hoftile  contention  between  two  equal  potentates, 
but  as  the  chaftifement  of  a  felon.  —  When  fhe 
iffued  her  commands,  it  was  in  the  fweet  accents  of 
righteoufnefs  and  peace.  However  her  paflron« 
were  excited,  (he  yet  remained  tranquil,  till  the 
proper  maturity  enfured  the  event  5  and  thus  her 
aftions  acquired  the  diftinftive  marks  of  irrefiftiblc 
majefty.  But  never  yet  has  a  monarch  underftood, 
like  her,  how  to  be  bountiful  exadly  at  the  fitteft 
time,  and  to  make  prefents  with  fuch  fignificancc 
as  to  fix  the  gratitude  of  the  receiver,  and  to  acquire 
the  veneration  that  is  due  to  a  beneficent  deity  '•• 

While  Catharine  was  giving  law  to  Poland^ 
amufmg  Auftria,  conciliating  the  friendlhip  of 
Pruflia,  and  treating  with  England,  (he  was  alfo 

•  Wc  will  take  the  liberty  of  making  here  one  other  extrad 
from  Spittlcr's  work>  concerning  the  interference  of  Ruflla  In  the 
affairs  of  Poland  :  —  "  It  was  an  ingenious  contrivance,  formed 
**  in  a  truly  roman  ftyle,  and  completed  accordingly.  Not  only 
**  a  numerous  and  free  nation  was  to  be  deprived  of  Its  liberty  and 
<*  national  fubfiftence,  but  all  Europe  was  to  be  lulled  aflcep.  The 
•*  annexations  of  Lewis  XIV.  were  a  trifling  bufinefs  in  com*- 
**  parifon  of  what  Catharine  11.  performed  in  Poland  and  agalnfl 
*•  that  country.  But  what  loud  and  violent  cries  were  ralftd 
•'  againft  the  former ;  and  In  what  foft  murmurs  did  the  voice  of 
**  truth  repeat  the  ancient  law  of  nations,  when  there  feemed  to 
*'  be  no  longer  any  law  between  Ruflia  and  Poland  ?"  Sec.  Seg  • 
Spittler'g  work  oa  the  governments  of  Europe,  p.  423. 

tamperin^p 
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. ;.— -•  -^  \\i:h  the  oiiier  courts  of  Europe,  and 
!l.^■  ^  -;  triicaciouily  towards  very  foon  making 
•caI.  .irxUvIvJ  by  them.     She  exerted  hcrfelf  to  the 
'  -Tt  '.S  in  ^;ivi:ij;  new  fpiiit  to  the  commerce  of  her 
^  ■  .  '.:\\  i:i  ;iui;»r.L:iti:ij:;  her  n?*vy,  and  Jibove  ali  in 
.  :■  •  ,:  :!^;'  :r.a!H!crs  of  her  people,  as  yet  not  far 
..   .:•:,. i  ill  cMIi/aiion.     But,  badly  fcconded  by 
•;   ;-».  :t  }vr.*v  ii..c;«  of  the  empire,  and  even  by 
/.^  \*v;c  about  her,  the  pro;^rcfs  of  her  infti- 
.•  s  'A.is  at  firil  but  ilovv.     The  fpirit  of  divifion 
,    •     .,.d  tv>  rK.'ii;n  in  Tctcriburg.     The  outrages 
• .   u . :  ^-  tv^  bo  prevented  or  punilhed,  always  made 
...  V,..v  for  Cacharine  to  keep  well  with  the  con- 
.  ../.>  ;o  \\h.^:n  ihc  was  indebted  for  the  throne; 
-. .    *.*  «\o:::s  ihc  was  incelVantly  heaping  on  that 
.vv^  rN!  i:vviint  crew,  wc:c  fo  many  additional 
_     .- .-.  h.';-..l  .riu  viiuvntcnr.     Some  new  plot 
:^sN  \\.i>  fv^rmin'  cvtry  ciay ;  and  every 
'.    ,  \v  :>:r;::'.c  ot  ihc  cmp:cf^,  or  rather  her 
. . .  , .   •.  .•:.\i  ::cr  iro::i  danj^cr.     Puuifhraert' 

1  •  »  •  » 

«•  «  ■  1  •     - 
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-  obftinacy,  and  above  all  his  indolence,  were  highly 
^/4ifpleafing to  Catharine:  but  Ihe  did  ample  juflice 
^  to  his  talents,  and  continued  to  give  him  her  con* 
^fidence.  Befidcs,  though  the  emprefs  was  not 
L  latisfied  with  him,  he  had  the  art  of  revifmg  his 
^opinions,  when  he  found  them  difagreeable  to 
L  her. 

r  The  influence  of  Orlof  was  founded  on  a  different 
^^bafis :  but  he  ufed  it  without  difcretion,  and  was 

continually  leflening  its  {lability.  No  longer  em* 
f?  ploying  thofe  affiduities  which  were  the  only  means 
r in  his  power  of  fecuring  the  favour  he  enjoyed,  and 
;  even  negligent  of  his  ufual  attendance  at  court,  ab- 
!f  Tenting  himfelf  for  feveral  weeks  together  in  purfuing 

^the  chace  of  the  bear,  and  indifferent  to  the  amufe* 
^..inents  of  the  palace,  if  ever  any  warmth  of  attach- 

fnent  fubfifted,  it  muft  naturally  now  fubfide,  and 

decline  into  perfe£l  indifference. 
Panin,  remarking  this  conduft,  thought  he  might 

improve  it  to  bring  on  the  difmiffion  of  the  arrogant 
'.fitvourite.     Perceiving  that  the  emprefs  frequently 

beheld  with  complacency  a  young  officer,  named 
t/Viffenfky,  he  thenceforward  put  in  praftice  every 
i-Vthe  could  devife  to  encourage  the  inchnation. 

Viflenfky  was  foon  admitted  into  favour  ;  and,  di- 

te&ei  by  the  artful  minifter,  behaved  in  fuch  a 
.  manner  as  to  giye  reafon  to  believe  that  Orlof  would 

foon  be  difcarded.    But  the  latter,  not  willing  to 

lofc  his  confequence,  made  a  fudden  alteration  in 

liis  condudj  and  by  that  means  preferved  his  ftation. 
VOL,  I.  D  D  The 
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The  new  fai^ourite  was  difmifled  with  magnificent 
prefents,  and  an  employment  that  fixed  him  in  one 
of  the  remoter  provinces  •. 

Though  Panin  enjoyed  great  intereft  and  con* 
fequence,  with  the  advantages  accruing  from  his 
pod  of  governor  to  the  grand  duke  and  his  title  oF 
miniftcr,  the  return  of  the  chancellor  Vorontzof^ 
whofe  fundlons  he  performed  ad  interimi  gave  him 
uneafmefs.    Jealous  to  preferve  his  authority  entire^ 
and  the  fplendor  of  a  reprefentation  which  was  of 
great  value  to  him,  he  humbled  himfelf  fo  fiir  as  to 
liatter  the  favourite,  whofe  downfall  he  had  been 
endeavouring  to  procure.     Orlof  was  not  of  an 
implacable  temper.     Always  recolleSing  with  bit- 
ternefs  the  fleps  which  the  chancellor  had  taken 
to  prevent  him  from  (haring  in  the  throne^  he 
rcquefted  the  emprefs  to  keep  him'  away  from  the 
management  of  affairs ;  and  he  became  the  apo* 
logifl  for  an  enemy  lefs  bold,  but  more  artful. 
Catharine  accofted  the  chancellor  with   extreme 
coldnefs.     Inftead  of  replacing  him  in  the  fundions 
of  minifter,  as  at  his  departure  fhe  had  given  him 
reafon  to  hope,  fhe  caufed  it  to  be  fuggefted  to  him 
that  it  would  not  be  taken  amifs  if  he  were  to  refign 
a  place  which  he  could  no  longer  fill  to  the  (atif- 
fadlion  of  his  fovereign.     The  chancellor  hefitated 
for  fome  time:  but  at  length  the  advice  of  his 

*  He  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  major-general^  and  after- 
wards manied  a  dillant  relation  of  Potemkio. 

friends 
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friends  prevailed.  He  fecmed  voluntarily  to  rcfign 
what  was  aftually  taken  from  him.  His  refign- 
ation  was  accepted  with  exprefGons  of  regret, 
which  were  not  more  fincere  than  his  wiflies  for 
retirement ;  and,  in  order  to  convince  him  of  the 
fecret  joy  his  (Compliance  gave,  he  was  prefcntcd 
with  a  gratuity  of  fifty  thouland  rubles  and  a  penfion 
of  feven  thoufand. 

Among  the  numberlefs  means  employed  by  Ca- 
tharine for  detedihg  the  authors  of  th(j  plots  that 
were  perpetually  difturbing  her  repofe,  (he  did  not 
negle£fc  the  interception  of  the  correfpondence  of 
the  foreign  minifters.  That  of  the  agent*  of 
France  was  fold  to  her.  She  even  fucceeded  in 
procuring  a  duplicate  of  his  cypher;  and  fiie 
thought  fhe  perceived  in  his  letters,  if  not  the  ad- 
herence to  the  machinations  of  the  conlpirators,  at 
lead  the  knowledge  of  all  the  myfterious  affairs 
that  were  carrying  on  among  the  people  about  her. 
Her  pride  was  hurt  at  this  difcovery ;  her  refent- 
mcnt  againft  the  court  of  Verfailles  increafed ;  and 
the  cold  reception  fhe  gave  to  the  agent  of  that 
court  reduced  him  to  the  neceflity  of  making  his 
retreat  t- 

Lewis 

*  fierenger,  wbo  had  the  title  of  charg^  d'affaires. 

f  That  princefsy  furmifing  afterwards  that  Voltaire  might 
have  learnt  feme  of  the  h6ts  contained  in  the  correfpondence  of 
the  agents  of  his  nation,  wrote  to  that  celebrated  genius  in  fuch 
a  manner  as  to  diifuade  him  from  giving  credit  to  themi  if  he 

j>  n  2  were 
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Lewis  XV.  then  lent  to  Peterfburg  the  marquis 
de  BeaufTet  *,  a  man  of  great  vanity  and  but  fmall 
capacity,  to  whom  the  minifters  of  Catharine  com- 
plained heavily  of  the  charge  d'affaires  his  prede- 
ceiTor.     But,  as  Beauflet  was  unacquainted  with 
the  true  caufe  of  thefe  complaints,  he  paid  them^ 
but  little  attention,  and  took  no  precautions   to 
prevent  their  being  renewed  againfl:  him.    He  cvca 
thought  they  were  only  to  be  afcribed  to  the  blind 
jealoufy  which  the  glory  of  the  french  nation  ex- 
cited in  the  emprefs;    fo  far  from  it>   that  her 
ambition  was  ftriving  to  ufurp  the   efteem  and 
draw  upon  her  the  praifes  of  that  nation.    She 
correfponded  with  Voltaire  and  d'Alembert.     She 
made  an  offer  to  the  latter  of  the  place  of  governor 


were  acquainted  with  the  bufinefa,  and  to  infonn  him  of  nothing 
if  he  were  not.  **  All  your  countrymen,"  (he  wntea  to  him, 
<*  do  not  entertain  the  fame  fcntiments  of  me  as  yon  do.  I 
**  know  fome  who  wi(h  to  perfuade  themfelves  that  it  is  im- 
*^  poflible  for  mc  to  do  anything  that  is  good ;  who  put  their 
**  invention  to  the  rack  to  perfuade  others  to  think  fo  likewife ; 
**  aod  woe  to  their  emiflaries  if  they  dare  to  think  otherwife 
*'  than  as  they  are  taught.  I  have  candour  enough  to  beltcre  it  an 
^*  advantage  which  they  give  me  over  them,  becaufe  whoever 
'*  only  knows  fafls  from  the  mouth  of  his  flatterers,  knows  them 
'«  but  badly,  fees  them  In  a  falfe  light,  and  a  As  in  confequence. 
'<  Since,  however,  my  fame  does  not  depend  on  them»  but  cn- 
<*  tirely  on  my  principles,  on  my  actions,  I  comfort  myfclf,  as 
**  well  as  I  can,  in  not  obtaining  their  approbation.  As  a  good 
**  chrlftlan,  I  forgive  tliera^  and  I  pity  thofe  who  envy  mc.'* 

*  He  was  prefentcd  to  the  emprefs  the  i  ft  of  May. 

10 
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to  the  grand  duke,  with  a  falary  of  twenty-four 
thoufand  Hvres,  and  all  conveniencies  for  finifliing 
the  Encyclopedic  at  Peterfburg ;  advantages  which 
the  philofopher  thought  proper  to  refufe  *•  Bemg 
informed  that  Diderot  was  not  in  good  circumflances^ 
and  was  defirous  of  felling  bis  library  to  enable 
him  to  portion  out  his  daughter ;  (he  bought  that 
library,  left  it  in  his  own  pofleflion,  and  fettled  on 
him  a  handfome  appointment  as  the  librarian  of  it. 
Some  time  previous  to  this,  (he  had  fent  to  Morand, 
the  famous  furgeon,  a  colledion  of  gold  and  filver 
medals  that  had  been  (truck  in  Ruflia,  as  a  tefti- 
mony  of  her  fatisfadion  with  the  anatomical  fubje&s 
and  chirurgical  inftruments  which  he  had  procured 
for  her.  Almoft  all  the  men  of  letters  and  the 
mod  diftingui(hed  artifts  of  Paris  received  fome 
proofs  of  her  munificence,  and  admiring  her  boun- 
ties,  forgetting  or  unacquainted  with  her  frailties. 

They  fwellcd  with  lies  the  hundred  trumps  of  Fame* 

In  the  meantime  the  fecret  defign  propofed  by 
,  that  princefs  in  crowning  count  Cioiek  Poniatofsky 
began  to  unfold.  Thinking  herfelf  fecure  of  the 
entire  fubmiiCon  of  that  monarch,  (he  put  off  all 
conflraint,  and  openly  avowed  the  de(igns  which  even 
policy  had  made  it  a  crime  in  the  Poles  to  have 
imputed  to  her.  Her  pretenfions  were,  doubtlefs, 
extravagant:   but,   as  (he  was  defirous  that  they 

f  See  the  appendix  No.  VII.  at  the  end  of  the  volume. 

D  D  3  fhould 


406  LIFE   OF   THB  L^7^5^ 

fhould  not  be  ufelefs,  (he  only  declared  them  wheii 
on  the  point  of  marching  the  troops  that  were 
deftined  to  fupport  them,  and  propofed  nothing 
but  in  an  imperious  tone.  After  having  traced  out 
on  the  map  the  lines  of  demarcation,  by  which 
Ruffia  purloined  a  great  part  of  the  territory  of 
Poland,  Catharine  infifted  on  the  recognition  of 
the  validity  of  thefe  lines,  and  that  the  limits  of 
the  two  coimtrics  ihquld  thus  be  fixed.  She  exv 
z€ttdy  farther,  that  the  king  and  the  republic 
fhould  contraft  with  her  ft  treaty  of  alliance  oSenfive 
and  dcfenfive,  and  that  they  fhould  allow  the  diffi- 
^ents  to  enjoy  all  the  fame  rights  with  the  catholics, 
not  excepting  that  of  a  capacity  for  being  members 
of  the  fenate.  The  lafl  of  thcle  demands,  thje  only 
one  that  was  equitable,  raifed  the  indignation  of  ail 
intolerant  and  defpotic  nobility.  Murmurs  were 
now  heard  on  all  fides :  mention  was  made  of 
haying  recourfe  to  arms.  Whether  he  was  really 
afhamed  of  the  facrifices  that  were  prefcribed  to  his 
recognition,  or  rather  afraid  of  putting  the  nation 
in  a  ferment,  the  king  himfelf  declared  that  he 
could  not  confent  to  thefe  facrifices.  But  in  order 
to  be  the  better  able  to  form  a  judgment  of  the 
pretexts  with  which  Catharine  covered  her  ambition, 
it  will  be  neceffary  to  underfland  what  the  polifh 
difTidents  were. 

Poland  was  originally  circumfcribed  within  very 
narrow  bounds.  The  inhabitants,  between  the  ninth 
^nd  tenth  centuries,  adopted  the  chridian  religion 

as 
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as  it  was  then  profeffed  by  the  church  of  Rome. 
About  the  fame  time  many  of  the  neighbouring 
provinces,  which  were  then  independent  dates,  at 
different  periods  embraced  that  worfliip  according  to 
the  ritual  of  the  Greeks.  In  ptocefs  of  time,  many 
of  thefe  neighbouring  ftates,  either  by  conqueft, 
by  right  of  fucceffion,  by  marriage,  or  by  compaft, 
became  united  to  the  kingdom  of  Poland ;  upon  all 
which  acceffions  the  new  provinces  were  upon  an 
cxa£t  equality  with  the  old  in  every  rcfpeft,  and 
each  obferved  their  own  peculiar  modes  of  worfliip. 

Of  all  thefe  acceflions,  that  which  fell  to  it  by 
the  marriage  of  Yagellon,  grand  duke  of  Lithuania, 
with  the  daughter  and  heirefs  of  Lewis  king  of 
Poland,  in  1386,  was  the  largeft  and  moft  confider- 
able.  By  this  event  the  grand  duchy  of  Lithuania, 
together  with  the  provinces  of  White-Ruflia,  Pod- 
lakhia,  Volhinia,  Podolia,  and  fliortly  afterwards 
Red-Ruffia,  became  annexed  to  the  kingdom  of 
Poland;  with  this  diftinftion,  that  the  union  be** 
tween  the  kingdom  and  the  grand  duchy  depended 
only  on  the  continuance  of  the  line,  of  the  Y^geU 
Ions,  that  family  being  the  natural  fovereign$  of 
Lithuania.  The  inhabitants  of  all  thefe  provinces 
were  of  the  greek  religion,  as  well  as  thofe  of 
Moldavia,  Valakhia,  and  the  Ukraine,  which  were 
added  to  the  kingdom  by  the  fucceffors  of  Yagellon : 
fo  that  by  thefe  great  acceflions,  the  members  of 
the  greek  church  became  at  that  time  far  fuperior, 
both  iA  numbers  and  power,  to  thofe  of  the  romaa 

p  D  4  '  catholic 


408  LIFE   OF  THE  Z^7^5» 

catholic  perfuafion.  It  was  thought  a  happindfs 
peculiar  to  Poland,  that,  while  other  countries 
have  at  different  times  been  a  prey  to  inteftine 
feuds  and  rancour  on  the  fcore  of  the  religion  of 
Chrift,  the  great  variety  of  opinions  on  that  fubjeft 
never  produced  any  ftrife  or  animofity  among  the 
people  of  this  nation. 

The  reformation  made  very  early  progrefs  in 
Poland,  and  the  majority  of  the  fenators  and  nobility 
became  members  either  of  the  lutheran  or  cal- 
viniftic  communions.  To  prevent  therefore  any 
mifchiefs  that  might  arife  from  thefe  diflferences  of 
religion,  Sigifmund  Auguftus  pafled  a  law  at  the 
diet  of  Vilna,  on  the  i6th  of  June  1563,  declaring 
that  all  thofe  of  the  equellrian  and  noble  orders, 
whether  of  lithuanian  or  .ruffian  extraftion,  fhould 
enjoy  equal  rights,  provided  they  profefs  the  chrift- 
ian  religion.  This,  he  afterwards  confirmed  at  the 
diet  of  Grodno  in  1568,  adding,  to  prevent  all 
jnifconftruftions  in  favour  of  any  party,  that  it 
was  to  be  underftood  of  every  fuch  perfon,  of  what« 
ever  chriftian  communion  or  confeffion  he  be. 

It  would  not  t>e  eafy  to  produce  inftances  of  equal 
moderation,  in  matters  of  religion,  amongft  a  people 
who  differisd  fo  widely  in  their  opinions  on  that 
head,  as  thefe  we  have  (hewn ;  efpecially  if  it  be 
confidered  that  thefe  conftitutions  were  pafled  by  a 
fierce  and  warlike  nobility,  each  of  whom  was  not 
only  a  member  of  the  general  fovereignty,  which 
(hpy  bad  juft  taken  intQ  their  own  hands ,  but  alfo 

I  lool^ecl 
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looked  upon  himfelf,  in  his  own  particular  right, 
as  in  fome  degree  a  fovereign,  as  far  as  his  eftate 
and  power  extended.  We  fhall  pay  the  greater 
regard  to  the  memory  of  thofe  illuftrious  Poles,  if 
we  refleft  that  the  age  they  lived  in  was  far  from 
^eing  a  temperate  one,  and  that  moderation  was 
but  little  cultivated  in  the  mod  civilized  and  befi: 
regulated  governments  in  Europe:  at  the  fame 
time  it  cannot  be  fufficiently  lamented,  that  feeir 
pofterity  fhould  fo  fatally  lofe  light  of  the  poliic, 
humane,  and  noble  precedent,  that  was  fet  then 
by  their  fathers. 

Under  favour  of  this  toleration  proteftantifm 
made  rapid  advances  in  Poland.  By  this  wife  a£t 
of  Sigifmund  Auguftus,  all  fefts,  whether  proteft- 
ant,  greek,  or  arian,  enjoyed  the  full  liberty  of 
exercifmg  their  worfliip,  and  the  right  of  voting  ia 
the  diets,  and  of  holding  the  fame  offices  as  the 
catholics.  None  were  at  the  time  offended  by  this 
aft  of  juftice :  on  the  contrary,  all  were  glad  to 
fee  that  the  difference  of  religion  produced  none 
in  the  political  and  civil  rights  of  the  feveral  mem- 
bers of  the  community.  As  a  diffinftion  among 
themfelves,  the  followers  of  the  different  modes  of 
ijirorihip  were  called  diffidents  :  but  that  name,  which 
has  fmce  been  made  a  fignal  for  profcription,  had 
nothing  then  injurious  in  it ;  and  the  fucceffbrs  of 
Sigifmund  Auguftus,  when  they  fwore  to  obfcrve 
the'padta  conventa,  fwore  alfo  to  preferve  peace 

among 
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among  the  diflidents  *.  When  Henry  de  Valois 
was  ele£led  king  of  Poland,  he  wanted  to  difpenfe 
himfelf  from  an  oath  that  wounded  his  intolerant 
fuperftition :  but  his  attempts  were  in  vain*  He 
mud  relinquifli  the  crown  or  fwear  to  proted  the 
dii&dents :  he  took  the  oath. 

Tbofe  who  have  not  confidered  that  perverfe 
difp^fition^  by  which  almoft  every  denomination  of 

•  It  appean>  from  the  Tcry  beginning  of  the  republic,  that 
th  term  indents  equally  comprehended  the  greeks  catholics, 
^formed  and  luthcrans.  The  words  of  that  famous  conftitutioQ 
frhich  was  pafled  by  the  diet,  which  formed  the  republic  in  the 
year  I573>  are,  Nos  qui  fumus  dljfidentes  in  religionf^  i.  e.  We 
who  differ  in  religious  matters.  In  the  fame  conilitution  it  ii 
declared,  that  they  will  acknowledge  no  man  for  king,  or  fove- 
reign,  **  who  (hall  qot  confirm  by  oath  all  the  rightS|  priTilegef, 
*^  'and  liberties,  which  they  now  enjoy,  and  which  are  to  be  laid 
•*  before  him  after  the  clcAion.  Particularly,  he  (hall  be  bound  to 
**  fwear,  that  he  will  maintain  the  peace  among  the  diifidenta  io 
«*  point?  of  religion/'  In  the  conftitutions  of  the  fame  diet  arc  the 
following  remarkable  dipulations :  '*  We  will  engage  in  our  own 
•*  names,  and  in  the  names  of  our  fuccelTors  for  ever,  bv  the 
^  obligations  of  our  oath,  of  our  faith,  of  our  honour,  and  of 
^  our  confciences,  to  preferve  peace  among  us  who  arc  dididentt 
''  in  religion  ;  to  fhed  no  blood,  qor  to  infiidl  on  any  one  the 
**  penalties  of  confifcation  of  goodsi  defamation,  imprifonroent 
*'  or  exile,  on  account  of  the  difference  of  our  faith,  and  rites  ia 
<*  our  churches.  More  than  ^hat,  if  any  one  fhould  undertake, 
**  for  the  above  rcafon,  to  (hcd  the  blood  of  his  fellow-citizcas, 
*'  we  fhould  be  all  obliged  to  oppofc  him^  even  though  he  ihotiU 
f*  (helter  himfelf  under  the  pretext  of  a  decree^  or  any  other 
^*  judicial  aft." 

o  mankind 
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mankind  would  endeavour  to  plunder,  enflavCj  ^nd 
perfecute  every  other  part  of  their  own  fpecies; 
and  who  have-not  obferved  that  words  can  always 
be  found,  when  attended  with  power,  to  explain 
away  the  moft  explidt  fenfe,  and  the  moft  indubi- 
table rights ;  may  well  be  furprifed  how  a  law,  fo^ 
folemnly  paffed,  and  fo  ufeful  to  the  whole  commu- 
nity, could  be  rendered  fruitlefs :  a  law  fanftified 
by  the  moil  folemn  adls,  which  the  framers  bound 
themfelves  and  their  pollerity,  by  the  moft  facred 
oaths,  to  preferve  inviolate  to  all  futurity,  which 
formed  a  principal  part  of  the  conftitution  of  the 
ftate>  and  which  every  king  at  his  acceflion  was 
fworn  to  obferve.  Yet  this  law,  without  any  ma- 
terial change,  much  lefs  a  fubverfion  of  the  confti- 
tution of  the  country,  has  been  manifeftly  broken 
through,  while  three  of  the  religions,  which  formed 
the  original  compaft,  have  been  fpoilcd  of  their 
j-ights,  liberties,  and  immunities,  by  the  fourth; 
and  all  this  outrage  and  wrong  committed  under 
colour  and  fanftion  of  the  very  laws  they  were 
tearing  to  pieces  at  the  inftant. 

However,  when  the  roman  catholics,  after  the 
death  of  Sigifmund  III.  had  gained  an  evident  fupe- 
riority,  they  gave  full  fcope  to  that  fiery  zeal  by 
which  they  are  made  to  believe  that  their  religion 
is  the  only  one  that  is  good,  and  will  not  permit 
then^  to  endure  any  other.  They  began  by  perfe- 
cuting  the  arians,  whofe  opinions  had  already  made 
great  progrcfs  j  they  proceeded  to  diveft  them  of  all 

^heir 
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their  rights,  and  even  to  drive  them  out  of  Poland. 
The  greek  and  proteftant  chriftians,  who  had  aflifted 
in  perfecuting  the  arians,  were  very  loon  puniflied 
for  their  imprudence.  The  catholics  attacked  them 
in  their  turn,  and  fucceeded  in  17339  in  entirely 
excluding  them  from  the  diets  *• 

The 

♦  Upon  the  death  of  Sigifmund  Auguftus  in  15741  the  poh'fh 
conftitution  was  entirely  changed,  and  the  nation  afTumed  the 
form  of  a  republic.    His  grandfather  Cafimir  III.  was  the  firft 
who  conTcned  the  nobility,  in  order  to  oblige  them  to  accept  the 
new  impofitions.     Sigifmund  and  his  father  ufed  the  fame  me- 
thod ;  but  after  his  death  the  whole  legiflative  authority  fell  into 
the  hands  of  the  nobility.    At  this  period,  we  are  told  by  their 
biftorians,  the  roman  catholics  in  the  kingdom  did  not  bear  a 
proportion  in  number  to  the  Greeks  and  reformed,  of  more  than 
one  to  fcvcn.    The  grand  marihal  Firlcy,  who  convened  the  firft 
diet  of  the  republic,  that  diet  which  formed  its  prefent  model, 
and  made  the  crown  clc6live,  was  a  proteftant.    A  perpetual 
peace  betwixt  the  Greeks,  the  roman  catholics,  and  the  proteft- 
ants,  was  therein  eftablifhed  as  a  fundamental  law  of  the  republic* 
The  wars  in  Germany  under  Charles  V.  and  in  France  under 
Catharine  de  Medicis,  made  them  fenfible  of  the  necefiQty  they 
were  under  of  tolerating  each  other.     They  therefore  entered 
into  an  engagement  of  mutual  defence  and  affedion,  and  that  a 
difference  of  religion  fhould  never  prove  the  caufe  of  civil  diflen- 
fion,  unanimouily  rcfolving  to  make  an  example  of  that  perfon 
who,  under  fuch  a  pretext,  (hould  excite  difturbance.     As  this 
law  has  been  repeated  in  all  the  public  a£is,  conftitutions,  and 
padla  conventa,  from  that  time  to  the  prefent,  it  cannot  but  be 
allowed  to  be  a  fundamental  law :  nor  can  any  other  law  be  pro- 
duced, whofe  fandlion  has  been  more  folemnly,  more  conftantly, 
and  more  frequently  repeated.     However,  when  the  roman  car 
tholics,  after  the  death  of  Sigifmund  III.  had  acquired  a  manifeft 

fupcriority. 
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The  humiliation  they  felt  on  being  deprived  of 
the  right  of  fuffrage,  converted  many  of  the  Poles 
to  catholicifm.  But  if  the  diflidents  diminlflied  ia 
numbers,  thofe  who  remained  were  only  fo  much 
the  more  attached  to  their  feds.  Againft  thefe 
proceedings  they  urged  the  treaty  of  Oliva,  con- 
cluded in  1660,  by  which  their  privileges  were 
fecured,  and  of  which  fo  many  potentates  were  the 
guarantees.  The  catholics,  who  ruled  alone  in  the 
diets,  and  confequently  might  give  ample  range  to 
their  intolerance,  without  moleftation  or  obftacle, 
procured  a  decree  attaching  the  guilt  of  high  trea- 
fon  to  fuch  diflidents  as  fhould  have  recQurfe  to 
foreign  powers  for  obtaining  the  execution  of  thb 
treaty  thus  atrocioufly  infringed,  and  the  re-eftabliih- 
ment  of  the  laws  fo  defpotically  repealed.  This 
decree  was  the  finiihing  ftroke  to  the  patience  of 
the  diiTidents.  Rui&a  obferved  their  indignation, 
and  fanned  it  in  fecret.  The  greek  diffidents  then 
addreffed  themfelves  to  the  court  of  Peterfburg. 
The  proteftants. implored  the  interceffion  of  thofe 
of  London,  Copenhagen,  and  Berlin^    Thefe  courts 


fupcriority,  though  they  did  not  think  proper  openly  to  controvert 
it,  yet  they  (hewed  a  difpofition,  when  opportunity  was  favour- 
ftble,  to  infringe  it,  by  placing  under  their  figmt\uc$fjalvii  juntas 
ecclepa  ramanm  eatboUc£y  with  a  faving  to  the  rights  of  the  roman 
catholic  church.  Whereupon  the  diffidents,  by  way  of  reprifal, 
wrote  under  their  fignatures,  faha  pace  Inter  diffident esy  with  a 
faving  to  the  peace  among  ft  the  diflidents. 

promifed 
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promifed  to  fupport  them ;  and  this  was  the  moft 
fpecious  pretext  for  the  military  interference  of 
Ruifia.  This  was  the  flate  of  a£Rsurs  at  the  clofe  of 
the  year  1 765. 

>  On  the  aflfembling  of  the  diet  on  the  ift  of  Sep- 
tember 1766,  the  minifters  of  the  proteding  courts . 
prefented  their  memorials  in  behalf  of  the  diifident»» 
which  excited  a  violent  mnrmur.  Soltyk,  biihop 
of  Cracow,  a  haughty  and'  fanatical  prelate,  main- 
tained that  the  diflidents  had  no  right  of  appeal  to 
privileges  that  were  aboliflied,  and  that  they  had 
violated  the  conftitution  of  the  republic,  in  having 
recourfe  to  the  intervention  of  foreign  powers.  Not 
iatisfied  with  t}ie  iniquitous  laws  that  had  been 
pafled  again!):  the  difGdents,  he  moved  for  the  en^ 
afting  of  new  ones  ftill  more  fevere.  His  opinion 
was  adopted  by  MafiTalfky,  biihop  of  Milna,  and  a 
great  majority  of  the  nobles,  who  blindly  confound- 
ed religious  prejudices  with  political  rights;  and 
the  oppofition  of  fome  perfons,  more  enlightened  or 
more  equitable,  occafioned  violent  debates.  The 
diforder  rofe  to  its  height.  The  king  attempted  to 
deliver  himfelf  in  favour  of  more  moderate  fenti- 
ments :  he  was  abruptly  reproached  with  being  an 
abettor  of  the  enemies  of  the  ftate.  He  took  the 
refolution  to  retire  *.  Several  other  fittings  followed, 

not 

♦  The  biftiop  of  Kitf  had  already  taken  the  liberty  to  fay  in 
an  affembly,  **  that  if  they  would  take  his  advice,  they  would 
f  *  have  the  king  hanged }  as  there  were  llill  furely  fome  men  to 

*i  be 
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not  Ie(s  fcandalous  than  the  former ;  and  the  terri- 
ble laws  enafted  againft  the  diffidents  were  impru- 
dently confirmed.  The  ruffian  troops  now  advanced 
to  the  gates  of  Warfaw.  Prince  Repnin  demanded, 
in  the  name  of  the  emprefs,  not  only  a  toleration 
fecured  by  law  in  behalf  of  the  diffidents,  but  a 
complete  political  equality  with  the  catholic  party^ 
This  was  rejefled  with  a  furious  triumph.  Nothing 
was  now  left  for  the  diffidents,  but,  what  the  confti- 
tution  allowed,  to  confederate:  this  cpurfe  they 
immediately  adopted  under  the  ruffian  protection. 
Fear  feemed  for  a  moment  to  open  the  eyes  of  the 
diet.  It  thought  to  fatisfy  the  emprefs  by  granting 
the  diffident^  fomewhat  more  liberty  in  the  exercife 
of  their  religion.  But  this  palliative  was  not  fuffi- 
cient  for  Catharine.  .  The  diffidents,  continuing  to 
infift  on  an  entire  equality  of  rights,  formed  into 
divers  confederations,  which  were  prefently  joined 
by  numbers  of  catholics,  won, over  by  Ruffia. 

This  was  a  lamentable  time  for  Poland ;  parties 
and  counter-parties,  uniting  and  fplitting  again  into 
others  in  the  moft  unexampled  manner.  From 
grievances  in  religion  political  feuds  arofe ;  feveral 


**  be  found  among  the  Poles  charitable  enough  to  do  the  ftatc 
•*  that  fcrvicc."  The  fame  prelatt  afterwards  proceeded  from 
infolence  to  fury,  fo  far  as  to  tell  the  king  to  his  face,  in  prefence 
of  all  the  court :  —  "I  formerly  ufcd  to  pray  to  God  for  your 
"  profperity ;  my  prayer  to  him  at  prefcnt  is,  that  he  would  fend 
•*  you  to  the  devil." 

X)f 
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of  the  difcontented  went  over  to  the  diffidents^  path- 
out  otherwife  agreeing  with  them  in  opinion.  A 
civil  war  raged  now  with  all  its  horrors,  and  ruffian 
troops  were  every  day  entering  the  territories  of 
the  republic  in  greater  numbers.  A  general  con- 
federation fprung  up,  compofed  of  the  moft 
heterogeneous  parts,  united  neither  by  a  common 
underftanding  nor  by  the  cement  of  affe£Hon: 
prince  Charles  Radzivil,  who  had  been  abfent 
from  the  country,  was  their  marflial.  This  prince 
had  been  one  of  the  foremoft  of  the  opponents  to 
the  eleftion  of  Poniatofsky ;  for  which  he  had  been 
obliged  to  quit  the  country,  and  fuffer  the  con- 
fifcation  of  his  property.  He  even  affefted  more 
contempt  than  hatred  towards  him.  He  no  fooner 
faw  him  abandoned  by  the  Ruffians,  than  he  united 
his  confederation  with  thofe  of  the  diffidents,  and 
convened  the  principal  leaders  of  them  in  his 
palace  in  Warfaw,  '  under  the  very  eyes  of  the 
monarch. 

1767.  In  this  extremity  Staniflaus  Auguftus, 
who  felt  the  neceffity  of  regaining  the  proteftion  of 
Ruffia,  afTembled  a  diet  extraordinary.  This  diet, 
however,  but  ill  correfponded  with  his  views. 
Notwithftanding  the  prefence  of  the  ruffian  army, 
and  the  haughty  behaviour  of  prince  Nicholas 
Rcpnin  *,  who  lorded  it  in  Warfaw  far  more  than 

*  The  fame  wliom  Paul  I.  lately  fent  ae  ambaflador  extraor- 
dlRr.n'  to  Vienna  and  Bcriiu. 

the 
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himfelf,  the  bifhop  of  Cracow  and  his 
,  as  rafli  and  fanatical  as  ever,  had  the 
on  to  make  fpeeches  againft  the  diffidcnts, 
mmon   prudence,  if  not  found  reafon, 
vre  advifed  them  againft.     It  was  not  long 
^y  fufFered  for  their  folly.     The  ruffian 
io  had  for  fome  months  nearly  furrounded 
interfered  the  kingdom  of  Poland,  had 
y  inverted  the  city  of  Warfaw,  and  were 
)n,  and  kept  ftridl  guard  upon  all  the 
ading  to  it.     That  very  evening  *,  while 
was  at  table  at  count  Minifheck's,  the 
lonel  Igelftrom,  followed  by  a  detach- 
^IdierSj  entered  the  room,  in  the  name  of 
:f8,   and  feized  on  the  prelate  without 
le  fmalleft  refiftance  from  any  that  were 
Prince  Repnin  didated  to  the  diet  the 
irmation  of  the  rights  of  the  diffidents ; 
;  utter  aftonifliment  of  the  Poles,  who 
(led  of  their  freedom,  caufed  the  furious 
'  that  ad  in  the  diet,  the  bifliop  of  Kief, 
of  Cracow,  count  Rjeurlky,  voivode  of 
;  eldeft  fon  f,  and  fome  other  nobles,  to 
rly  arrefted  in  Warfaw,  and,  together 
hop  of  Cracow,  cariied  off*  to  Siberia. 

of  Odlobcr. 

id  fon  of  count  Rjcurfky  rcquefted  pcrmlffion  to 
father  in  bondage.  He  was  anfwcrcd,  that  they 
3  arreft  him, 

EB  The 
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The  day  following  this  outrage,  prince  Repnin 
addreiTed  to  the  confederates  a  note,  in  which  he 
pretended  that  he  had  only  violated  the  liberty  of 
the  Poles  for  the  benefit  of  Poland  *. 

The  members  of  the  diet  fent  up  an  addrefs  to  the 
king,  requeding  him  to  demand  the  prifoners.  The 
king  immediately  prayed  prince  Repnin  to  releafe 

*  The  declaration  of  prince  Repnin  delivered  to  the  confe- 
derated eAated  was  as  follows :  <*  The  troops  of  her  imperial 
•*  majcfty,  my  fovereign,  friends  and  allies  of  the  confederated 
**  republic,  have  arreftcd  the  bifhop  of  Cracow,  the  bifhop  of 
*'  Kief,  the  voivode  of  Dolina^  &c.  for  having  failed,  by  their 
•*  condudl,  in  the  rcfpcct  that  is  due  to  the  dignity  of  her  imperial 
*'  majefty,  by  attacking  the  purity  of  her  falutary,  difinterefted, 
''  and  amicable  intentions  in  favour  of  the  republic.  Ihe 
illuftrious  general  confederation  of  the  republic,  of  the  crowDi 
and  of  Lithuania,  being  under  the  protection  of  her  imperial 
'<  majefly,  the  underfigned  notifies  this  to  ity  with  pofitive  and 
**  folcmn  afTurances  of  the  continuation  of  that  high  proteclion 
**  and  of  the  afliilance  and  fupport  of  her  imperial  majefly  to  the 
**  general  confcdenition  united  for  tlie  prefervation  of  the  polifh 
**  laws  and  liberties,  with  rcdrcfs  of  all  the  abufea  that  have  crept 
**  into  the  government  contrary  to  the  fundamental  laws  of  the 
**  country.  Her  majefty.is  only  dtfirous  of  the  wtlfare  of  the 
*^  republic,  and  will  not  difcontinue  to  grant  it  her  afUdancc  to 
*'  the  attainment  of  that  end,  without  any  intereil  or  pecuniary 
'*  conlideratlon  ;  vrlfhing  for  no  other  than  the  fafcty,  the  hap- 
**  pincfb,  and  the  liberty  of  the  polifh  nation,  as  that  has  been 
*'  alreaoy  clcaily  cxprefTed  in  the  declarations  of  her  imperial 
**  mnjefly,  which  guarantee  to  the  republic  its  adluul  pofTefFions, 
*'  as  well  as  its  laws,  Its  form  of  government,  and  the  prero- 
'*  gativts  of  each  indiviaiial.  Done  at  Waifaw,  the  14th  of 
**  October  1767. 

(Signed)        ''^NICHOLAS  Prince  REPNIN/' 

them : 
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them  :  but  Repnin  rejefted  it  with  difdain ;  and 
they  did  not  return  from  the  deferts  of  Siberia  till 
after  an  exile  of  fix  years  *. 

In  the  meantime  the  deliberations  of  the  diet 
were  carried  on  under  the  impulfes  of  fear ;  and 
after  fcveral  ufelefs  fittings,  a  committee  was  nomi- 
nated for  fettling  the  rights  of  the  diffidents,  in 
concert  with  the  minifters  of  the  patronifing  courts. 
They  regularly  applied  for  orders  to  prince  Repnin, 
whofe  anti-chamber  was  the  refort  of  the  pleni- 
potentiaries from  Prufiia,  England,  Denmark,  and 
Sweden;  and  when  the  committee  had  received 
thcfe  orders,  it  made  a  report  of  tliem  to  the  diet, 
who  were  careful  not  to  contradidl  them.  The 
diffidents  therefore  obtained  whatever  the  ruffian 
ambaflador  was  pleafed  to  demand  in  their  behalf. 
The  ancient  laws  to  which  they  appealed  were  once 
more  put  in  force ;  and  others  were  ena£ted  which 
were  ftill  more  favourable  to  them.  It  was,  how- 
ever, no  more  than  an  aft  of  juftice,  which  had 
nothing  againft  it  but  the  manner  in  which  it  was 
performed.  They  had  been  arbitrarily  aboliflied : 
it  was  therefore  but  right  to  reftore  them.  The 
fole  caufe  of  afflidion  to  the  true  friends  of  the 
liberty  of  Poland  was  a  heap  of  regulations  admitted 
by  the  orders  of  Catharine,  tending  to  prolong  the 
'troubles  and  anarchy  of  that  unhappy  country,  and 
to  leave  it  for  ever  without  defence  againft  the 
ufurpations  which  (he  had  in  contemplation. 

•  In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1773. 

E  E  2  A  fervile 
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A  fervile  obedience  had  fuddenly  fucceeded  in 
Warfaw  to  the  exceffes  of  a  proud  independence. 
But  this  forced  fituation  could  not  long  continue* 
Murmurs  were  on  all  lips,  and  vengeance  was  in 
every  heart.  No  fooner  had  the  diet  broke  up, 
but  the  catholic  nobles  were  clamorous  in  their 
complaints  on  account  of  the  laws  promulgated  in 
favour  of  the  diffidents,  and  formed  new  confe- 
derations for  the  defence  of  the  romifh  religion. 
The  confederates  had  ftandards,  on  which  were 
painted  the  virgin  Mary  and  the  infant  Jefus :  they, 
like  the  crufaders  of  the  fifteenth  century,  wore 
croffes  embroidered  on  their  clothes ;  and,  what 
was  more  ridiculous  (till,  they  put  themfelves  under 
the  protection  of  the  Turks  ;  and  the  difciples  of 
Mohammed  were  preparing  to  fight  in  the  caufe 
that  bore  the  name  of  Chrift. 

Staniflaus  Auguftus,  unable  either  to  infpire  con* 
fidence  into  his  fubjefts,  or  to  recover  the  friendfhip 
of  the  Ruffians,  was  the  fubjeft  of  accufation  to  all 
parties,  and  lived  in  his  capital  more  like  a  prifoner 
than  a  king.  Catharine  might  perhaps  have  par- 
doned him  fome  moments  of  defe&ion,  but  the  in- 
fluence of  Orlof  oppofed  it.  Prince  Repnin  com- 
manded like  a  defpot  in  Warfaw;  and,  to  flatter 
the  favourite  of  his  fovereign,  he  let  no  opportunity 
efcape  of  humiliating  a  feeble  and  unfortunate  king. 
We  fliall  juft  cite  one  fingle  fad  to  prove  what  little 
refpeft  the  ruflian  ambaflador  had  for  the  polifli 
monarch.     One  evening  that  the  king  was  at  the 

theatre, 
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theatric,  the  ambaflador  made  it  late  before  he  came. 
As  he  did  not  appear,  the  curtain  drew  up,  and  the 
piece  began.  The  performers  were  in  the  fecond 
aft,  when  a  fort  of  buftle  being  made  in  the  am- 
baflador's  box,  the  king  fent  a  page  to  know  what 
was  the  matter.  Anfwer  was  brought  that  piince 
Repnin  was  come,  and  was  furprifed  to  find  that 
they  had  not  waited  for  his  arrival  before  the  curtain 
was  drawn  up.  The  king  ordered  the  curtain  to  be 
dropped,  and  the  piece  to  begin  again. 

All  Europe  beheld  with  aftonifhment  the  conduft 
of  the  court  of  Ruffia.  It  was  thought  fcarcely 
conceivable  that  Catharine  (hould  become,  all  at 
once,  the  enemy  of  a  king  whom  fhe  herfelf  had  put 
upon  the  throne.  But  what  could  the  faint  remem- 
brance of  an  extinguifhed  attachment  avail  in  the 
heart  of  a  princefs,  who  was  aiming,  by  impofmg 
fliackles  on  Poland,  to  domineer  over  the  powers  of 
the  north,  and  to  make  herfelf  formidable  to  tho'fe 
of  the  fouth  ? 

She  was  fure  that  the  king  of  Pruffia  defired 
nothing  better  than  to  (hare  the  polifh  provinces 
with  her.  She  managed  at  her  pleafufe  both  Sweden 
and  Denmark,  the  one  by  her  intrigues,  and  the 
other  by  the  hope  flie  held  out  to  it  of  the  ceffion  of 
Holftein.  She  flattered  England  by  a  treaty  of 
alliance  and  commerce.  AU  feemed  to  concur  to 
favour  her  ambition. 

The  duke  de  Choifeul,  who,  under  the  appearance 
of  levity,  concealed  a  deep  and  penetrating  genius, 

j£  £  3  and 
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and  who  perhaps  was  deficient  in  nothing,  for  being 
a  great  minifter,  but  more  conftancy  in  his  defigns, 
and  lefs  propenfuy  to  difCpate  the  tr^ures  of 
France,  was  the  firft  who  difcovered  the  fecret 
views  of  Catharine.  He  faw  that  the  augmentation 
of  power  which  fhe  was  about  to  acquire  muft  have 
a  natural  tendency  to  diminlih  the  confideration  and 
influence  of  the  court  of  Vcrfaillcs.  He  refolved  to 
aaack  the  evil  in  its  fource,  and,  in  order  to  defeat 

the  projeds  of  RufTia  by  diiSpating  its  means,  he 
fell  upon  the  defign  of  involving  it  in  a  war  with 
the  ottoman  porte. 

That  minilter  then  made  application  to  count  de 
Vergennes,  ambalTador  from  France  to  Conftan* 
tinople ;  and,  after  having  dated  to  him  the  par* 
ticulars  of  his  apprehenfions^  exhorted  him  to  fecond 
his  projefts.  The  duke  de  Choifeul  was  not 
ignorant  either  of  the  weaknefs  and  decline  of  the 
ottoman  empire,  or  of  the  vices  of  a  government 
which  were  the  fole  caufe  of  that  weaknefs :  but 
he  ftill  thought  it  capable  of  giving  Ruflia  em- 
ployment for  a  good  while  to  come  ;  and  whatever 
might  be  the  fuccefs  of  the  war,  he  wifhed  them  to 

undertake  it  *. 

Vergennes 

♦  The  duke  de  Choifeul  wrote  thus  to  M.  de  Vergennes : 
*'  I  am  forry  to  fee  that  the  north  of  Europe  is  humbling  itfelf 
'*  to  the  cmprcfs  of  Ruflia,  and  that  England  and  its  fubfidlcs 
"  ftiould  be  the  lure  which  the  cmprcfs  Catharine  holds  out  to 
**  confirm  her  dcfpotlfm  in  thofe  paits.  Denmark,  afraid,  of 
<*  Rulfia,  and  entertaining  an  illufiTe  hope  of  acquiring  that  part 

"  of 
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Vergennc^  adminiftered  with  no  lefs  ability  than 
zeal  CO  the  views  of  his  court.  A  long  refidence  ia 
Turkey  had  fuppHed  him  with  an  intimate  luiow- 
Icdge  of  the  principal  members  of  the  divan,  and 
the  means  of  fucceeding  with  it.  He  employed 
thofe  means.  He  reprefented  to  the  ottoman 
xninifters  how  unjuft  and  dangerous  it  was  that 
Ruflia  fhould  dare  to  violate  the  rights  of  the 
Poles,  and  invade  their  territory.  He  convinced 
them  that  the  demarcation  of  the  limits  cxaded 
by  the  court  of  Peterfburg  would  be  attended  with 
confcquences  fatal  to  the  fecurity  of  the  Euxine ; 
and  he  advifed  them  refolutely  to  oppofe  that 
demarcation  *. 

The 


<<  of  Holftein  which  belongs  to  the  grand  duke,  bafely  fubmits  to 
**  the  will  of  the  tzaritza.  Sweden,  from  circumdaacet  unhcani* 
<'  of  before,  neither  deliberates  nor  ad«  but  as  (he  is  ordered  by 
**  the  Mofcovites.  The  king  of  Pruflia  is  amufcd  and  fupportt 
*«  the  operations  of  the  court  of  Pcter(burg.  —  I  am  forry  to  fee 
**  that  a  league  is  forming  in  the  north  which  will  prove  very 
*'  formidable  to  France.  —  The  moft  effeAual  means  of  defeating 
<'  this  projed>  and  perhaps  of  overturning  the  emprcb  Catharine 
*•  from  her  ufurped  throne,  will  be  to  plunge  her  in  a  war.  — 
*^  None  but  the  Turks  are  in  a  condition  to  render  us  that 
••  fervice,"  &c,  —  The  hope  of  gaining  Holftein  was  not  fo 
illufory  as  Choifeul  imagined. 

*  The  duke  de  Choifeul  had  authorifed  M.  de  Vergenncs  to 
employ  the  moft  efiicaclous  meafures  for  inducing  the  Turks  to 
declare  war  againfl  Ruffia.  **  If  you  have  any  exp<*<Skation  of 
<«  fucccfs,  ii  you  think  it  pofiible,"  he  writes  to  him,  "  every 

1  B  4  **  neccflary 
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The  porte,  \i'hom  the  poli(h  confederates  had 
already  petitioned  for  fuccour,  immediately  com- 
plied with  the  advice  of  Vergennes.  The  turkifh 
minifter  fent  a  note  to  the  king  of  Poland,  requefting 
that  the  regulation  of  the  limits  might  be  fufpended 
till  fome  explanations  fhould  be  given  the  fultan  of 
a  nature  to  remove  his  alarms  concerning  the  danger 
with  which  the  ceffion  of  the  polifh  territory 
threatened  the  ottoman  empire.  But  Staniflaus 
Auguftus,  who  was  for  ever  afraid  of  giving  um- 
brage to  Catharine,  and  who  was  dcfirous,  what- 
ever it  might  coft  him,  of  regaining  her  friendfliip, 
anfwered  the  grand  fignor,  that  there  was  not  the 
lead  propofal  of  altering  the  limits  between  Ruffia 
and  Poland  ;  and  having  received  this  affurance,  the 
divan  returned  for  fome  time  into  its  accuftomed 
apathy.  Notwithftanding  which,  however,  the 
great  empires  of  Ruflia  and  Turkey,  the  mod 
powerful  in  Afia  as  well  as  in  Europe,  were  foon 
to  be  engaged  in  a  bloody  conflict.  Religion  had 
entered  into  the  quarrel,  and  added  to  its  bitternefs. 
The  miferable  country  of  Poland  was  the  theatre 
of  a  contention,  not  more  deftruftive  in  its  con- 
fequences,  than  fmgular  in  its  caufes  and  pre- 
texts. The  defpotic  power  of  Ruffia  becomes 
the  guardian  of  polifh  freedom ;  and  the  catholic 


«*  ncccflary  fupply  of  moneys  (hall  be  tranfmittcd  to  you,"  M.  dc 
Vcrgennes  had  the  merit  of  wifhing  to  employ  no  other  mcan^ 
^^n  thofc  pf  pcrfuaCpn,    T^cj  were  fufficien^  with  him.  . 

religion 
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religion  flies  for   protedion    to   the    flandard  of 
Mohammed. 

The  court  of  Peterfburg  then  *  concluded  a 
treaty  of  alliance  and  commerce  with  that  of 
London  ;  a  treaty  which  extended  the  privileges 
of  the  Englifh,  lowered  the  duties  of  importation 
on  their  merchandize,  and  granted  them  great  ad- 
vantages. Her  natural  goodwill  towards  England, 
as  well  as  her  defire  of  fecuring  additional  fuccours 
in  the  war  which  (be  was  meditating  againft  the 
Turks,  determined  Catharine  to  feek  the  alliance 
of  the  court  of  London. 

Juft  at  this  time,  when  Catharine  was  difplaying 
her  partiality  in  the  moft  fignal  manner  to  the  britifli 
nation,  an  affair  of  gallantry  between  the  minift& 
of  the  latter  and  one  of  the  maids  of  honour  became 
fo  public,  that  the  emprefs  could  no  longer  pretend 
to  be  ignorant  of  it ;  (he  therefore  difmifled  the 
guilty  lady  from  her  poft,  and  forbad,  for  fome  time, 
the  minifter  to  appear  at  court. 

The  fcverity  fhewn  on  this  occafion  by  Catharine 
formed  doubtlcfs  a  ftriking  contraft  with  fome  parts 
of  her  own  behaviour.  It  feems  impoflible  that  (he 
could  fo  ftrangely  dec^ve  herfelf  as  to  imagine  that 
the  world  was  not  ^  aware  of  the  indulgencies  (he 
permitted  herfelf  j  but  it  is  neverthelefs  certain,  that 
fte  fometimes  put  on,  in  the  prefence  of  thofe  who 
Knew  her  beft,  as  great  an  appearance  of  auftcrity  of 

♦  Ifi  the  month  of  December. 

»    ..  manners 
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manners  as  of  attachment  to  religion.  Two  •  ladies 
of  her  court,  one  of  whom  had  formerly  been  her 
confidante,  being  at  a  mafquerade,  were  talking 
pretty  loud  concerning  one  of  their  admirers  :  the 
cmprcfs  went  up  to  them,  and,  with  a  ftem  coun- 
tenance, ordered  them  to  leave  the  ball-room,  fmce 
they  knew  no  better  than  to  pay  fo  little  regard  to 
decorum. 

The  diflance  Catharine  often  found  it  neceflfary 
to  aflume  could  neither  be  fuppofcd  to  gain  her  the 
afteftion  of  her  courtiers,  nor  to  contribute  to 
reftore  tranquillity  to  the  empire.  Princefs  Dalhkof 
had  been,  for  the  fecond  time,  baniftied  to  Mofco. 
That  young  lady,  who  feemed  to  find  her  greateft 
pleafure  in  braving  dangers,  revenged  hcrfelf  for  the 
ingratitude  flie  thought  fhe  experienced,  by  revealing 
the  crimes  of  the  confpiracy  in  which  fhe  had  aftcd 
a  principal  part,  and  in  fomenting  the  difcontents 
againfl  the  emprefs.  Without  efteeming  princefs 
Dafhkof  t,  many  perfons  partook  in  her  refentments; 

*  Madame  Narifhkln  and  Madame  Golofkin.  The  latter 
being  wife  of  the  gratid-veneurf  the  courtiers  furnaxncd  her 
la  ^rundf'Vencrienne\ 

-j  IMnccfs  Dafhkof  had  rendered  herfclf  ridiculous  by  her 
manners  and  odious  by  her  pride  and  avarice.  She  was  fond  of 
wearing  n  mafculine  drcfs,  and  affedcd  a  martial  air.  While  on 
her  travclb  in  Europe,  flie  was  remarkable  for  her  extravagant 
prctcnGons,  her  foUller-like  air,  and  her  niggardlinefa.  At  Rome, 
\:\A^r  pretence  of  rccomtncnding  the  artifts  to  the  emprefs,  fhe 
extorted  from  fcvcral  of  them  a  great  number  of  piclures  and 
drawings. 

and 


iy6j.2  *  EMFRES8   CATHARINE   II*  427 

and  the  poifon  of  fedition,  artfully  mingled  by  her, 
was  making  newprogrefs  from  day  to  day. 

Being  informed  of  the  murmurs  at  Mofco, 
Catharine  feigned  to  defpifc  them,  and  refolved  to 
fupprefs  them  by  her  prefence.  But  as  the  feverity 
of  the  winter  would  fcarcely  permit  her  to  take  a 
long  journey,  flie  endeavoured,  in  the  meantime, 
to  divert  the  difaffeSed  by  the  tumult  df  the  plea- 
fures  fhe  contrived  for  the  court.  The  inhabitants 
at  St  Peterlburg  now  faw  two  or  three  tournaments, 
at  which  the  ruffian  courtiers,  arrayed  in  the  habits 
and  the  armour  of  the  ancient  knights  in  the 
days  of  chivalry,  difplayed  more  magnificence  than 
gallantry,  and  greater  ftrength  than  dexterity.  Thefe 
fliows,  which  were  continued  for  feveral  days^  were 
beheld  with  general  difapprobation,  as  frivolous  and 
expenfive. 

Nothing,  however,  was  negleSed  for  making 
them  interefting  by  pomp  and  pageantry.  In  the 
amphitheatre  erefted  on  purpofe  for  the  occafion 
were  two  fuperb  boxes,  for  the  emprefs  and  the 
grand  duke.  In  the  centre  of  the  arena  was  raifed 
a  throne,  whereon  fat  the  grand  judge  of  the 
cxercifes,  furrounded  by  forty  officers,  four  heralds 
at  arms,  and  two  trumpets  for  the  purpofe  of  giving 
fignals.  Befides  thefe,  at  the  four  different  fides  of 
the  circus,  were  kettle-drums  and  trumpets,  making 
warlike  mufic  during  the  whole  time  of  the  carouzeJ. 
In  (hort,  everything  was  felefted  that  could  contri- 
bute to  the  magnificence  and  effed  of  the  exhibition. 

The 
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The  dames  and  knights  of  the  tournaments  were 
divided  into  four  quadrilles  or  troops  of  hoTf<^ 
reprefenting  combatants  of  four  different  nations  v 
Sclavonians,  Turks,  Indians,  and  Ramans;  all 
perfedly  obferving  the  cuftoms  of  thofe  nations,  in 
their  drefs  and  ornaments,  in  their  chariots,  in  their 
mufiC)  and  attendants;  and  were  all,  ladies  and 
knights,  adorned  with  fuch  a  profufion  of  gold  and 
filver,  pearls  and  precious  ftones,  on  their  gorgeous 
dreifes  of  velvet,  filks,  feathers,  and  ermine,  that 
they  might  truly  be  faid  *  to 

**  Shine  with  the  wealth  of  Ormus  and  of  Ind, 
*'  Or  what  the  gorgeous  call,  with  richcfl  hand, 
<*  Showers  on  her  kings,  barbaric  pearl  and  gold.** 

• 

But  that  of  the  Romans,  led  on  by  count  Gre- 
gory  Orlof,  was  brilliant  beyond  defcription.  The 
drefs  of  his  brother  count  Alexey  Orlof,  chief 
of  the  turkifh  cohort,  was  likewife  particularly 
fplendid. 

The  four  quadrilles  rode  in  great  pomp  through 
the  principal  ftreets  of  the  city,  previous  to  their 
affembling  in  the  circus. 

The  ladies  of  the  court  joufted  at  thcfe  tourna- 
ments as  well  as  the  chevaliers.  ^  Tilting  at  the 
ring,  cutting  off  the  heads  of  ferocious  animals  and 
Saracens,  artificially  reprefented,  then  toffing  up  the 
head  and  catching  it  on  the  point  of  the  fabre, 
letting  ofl:  a  piftol  at  a  fhield,  with  a  variety  of 

♦  With  a  flight  alteration  from  Milton. 

achieve- 


1767.3  EMPRESS    CATHARINE    II.  429 

achievemeivts  of  a  fimilar  nature,  all  performed 
at  full  gallop,  and  exaftly  in  time  with  the  mufic, 
formed  the  other  parts  of  this  magnificent  enter- 
tainment. 

When  the  carouzel,  which  had  been  repeated 
with  confiderable  variations  for  fcveral  days,  was 
ended,  and  the  company  were  drawn  up  in  their 
refpcftive  troops,  the  famous  marfhal  count  Munich, 
who  had  been  appointed  grand  judge  of  the  field, 
previous  to  decreeing  the  prizes,  delivered  the  fol- 
lowing  fpeech,  which  fhews  that  the  veteran  foldier 
was  not  unacquainted  with  the  art  of  flattery. 
*•  Illuftrious  ladies  and  chevaliers, 
**  None  of  you  is  ignorant  that  not  a  fingle  day 
pafles,  not  a  fingle  moment,  in  which  we  do 
not  behold  the  attention  of  our  moft  gracious 
fovereign,  towards  augmenting  the  fplendour 
of  her  empire,  towards  enlarging  the  fphere  of 
the  happineft  of  her  fubjffts  in  general,  and 
*'  towards  adding  in  particular  to  the  luftre  of  her 
nobility. 

**  That  incomparable  fovereign  has  made  choice 
of  this  grand  day,  for  giving  the  prime  nobility 
of   her  empire  an  opportunity  for  fignalizing 
"  their  addrefs  and  agility  in  the  martial  cxercifes 

« 

*'  of  a  brilliant  carouzel,  and  fuch  as  has  never  yet 
"  been  feen  in  Ruflia.  Who  does  not  fhare  with 
**  me  the  fentiments  of  admiration  and  gratitude  fo 
*'  juftly  due  to  her  majefty  for  this  ad  of  goodnefs 
"  and  maternal  care  ? 

«  Illuftrious 
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**  Illuftrious  ladies  and  chevaliers,  you  have  ac- 
**  quitted  yourfelves,  in  thefe  noble  exercifes,  in 
«*  a  manner  worthy  of  your  birth,  and  adapted  to 
««  give  you  the  aflurance  of  having  merited  the 
*'  gracious  regard  of  her  majefty,  the  favour  of 
*•  monfeigneur  the  grand  duke,  and  univerfal 
*'  applaufe," 

Then  turning  towards  countefs  Butturlin  •, '  who 
had  gained  the  principal  prize,  and  which  was 
valued  at  five  thoufand  rubles,  he  faid» 

It  is  to  you,  madam,  to  whom  her  imperial 
majefty  authorifes  me  to  prefent  the  principal 
prize,  the  acquifition  of  an  uncommon  dexterity 
and  grace  which  have  won  the  fuffrages  of  all 
*'  beholders.  Permit  me,  madam,  to  be  the  firft 
to  congratulate  you  on  that  honourable  diftinc- 
tion,  which  confers  on  you  the  right  of  diftri- 
*«  buting  with  your  viftorious  hands,  the  reft  of 
<<  the  prizes  to  the  Indies  and  the  chevaliers. 

*^  As  for  me,  become  hoary  under  arms  during 
**  a  fpace  of  fixty-five  years  of  fervicc  f ;  I,  the 
*^  oldeft  in  rank  as  well  as  in  years  of  any  of  the 
generals  in  Europe ;  after  having  had  the  glory 
of  leading  the  ruffian  armies  more  than  once 
"  to  viftory  j  I  regard,  as  the  recompence  and  the 
•*  crown  of  all  my  toils,  the  honour  to  have  been 

♦  Countcff  Butturlin  vva$  fifter  to  princefs  Dafhkof  and 
countefs  Elizabeth  Romanovna  Vorontzof,  the  favourite  of 
Peter  III. 

f  He  was  at  that  time  eighty-four  years  of  age. 

'*  this 
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'*  this  day,  not  only  the  witnefs,  but  the  firft  umpire 
«'  of  your  refplendent  exploits." 

After  this  the  company,  to  the  amount  of  fome 
hundred  perfons,  fat  down  to  a  fplendid  fupper, 
the  deflert  at  the  conclufion  of  which  admirably 
rcprefented  the  circus  wherein  the  carouzel  had  been 
performed.  The  imperial  fummer-gardens  were 
illuminated  throughout,  the  walks  lighted  with 
numerous  arches  of  lamps  burning  with  naphtha, 
temples  of  one  general  radiance,  illuminated  foun« 
tains,  and  magnificent  fireworks ;  the  whole  feftival 
terminating  with  a  mafquerade  in  thefe  gardens, 
which  continued  till  day-light  the  following 
morning. 

But  Catharine  knew  alfo  how  to  employ  more 
worthy  means  for  eftablifliing  her  authority.  She 
ftill  bufiied  herfelf  in  making  reforms  and  in  the 
credion  of  ufeful  inftitutions.  She  correfted  the 
tribunals,  fhe  founded  fchools,  (he  built  hofpitals, 
and  planted^  colonies.  She  endeavoured  to  infufe 
into  her  people  a  love  for  the  laws,  and  to  foften 
their  manners  by  inftruftion.  Jealous  of  a  power 
that  knew  no  bounds,  greedy  of  every  fpecies  of' 
glory,  fhe  wajs  determined  to  be  at  once  both  con« 
queror  and  legiflatrix.  Amidfl:  confpiracies  formed 
for  overturning  her  throne,  occupied  witiv  prepa- 
rations for  war,  which  feemed  fufficicnt  to  arreft 
her  whole  attention,  and  yet  finding  time  for  at- 
tachments   of   gallantry,    fhe  was    unmindful  of 

nothing 
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nothing  that  could  attradl  the  reverence  of  mankincf, 
and  captivate  their  admiration. 

There  was  at  that  time  no  country  where  the 
jurifprudence  was  more  perplexed  and  uncertaift 
than  in  Ruffia.  The  intricate  code  of  Alexey  Mi- 
khailovitch  *,  compiled  that  it  might  ferve  as  the 
bafis  of  legiflation,  was,  if  not  abrogated,  at  lead 
contradifted  by  the  numerous  edifts  of  his  fuccef- 
fors,  which  were  always  diftated  by  the  intereft  or 
the  caprice  of  the  monicnt.  The  laws  of  this  vaft 
empire  were  voluminous  to  a  degree  of  the  greateft 
•abfurdity,  were  perplexed,  infufficient,  in  many 
cafes  contradiftory,  and  fo  loaded  with  prccedems, 
reports,  cafes,  arid  opinions,  that  they  afforded  an 
eternal  fcene  of  altercation,  and  were  fcarcely  to  be 
reconciled  or  underftood  by  the  very  profcffors  of 
them.  This  augean  (table  'the  emprcfs  was  deter- 
mined to  cleanfe;  and  though  the  fuccefs  of  her 
patriotic  attempt  has  not  as  yet  been  complete,  yet, 
in  confequence  of  ir,  a  great  fimpllfication  has  taken 
place  in  the  laws,  and  a  milder  and  more  impartial 
adminiftration  of  juftice.  The  particular  laws  of 
the  different  provinces  were  alfo  continually  inter- 
fering and  clafliing,  and  caufed  fuch  confufion,  that 
the  whole  prefented-  an  endlefs  chaos^  and  effaced 
almoft  every  trace  of  original  fyftcm  or  defign.    The 

*  There  is  a  more  antlcnt  code  drawn  up  by  tzar  Ivan  I\^. 
called  the  Siidcbiilk.  The  coJc  of  Alexey  Milwhailovitch  bearj 
the  title  of  Ulufliculc. 

* 

1  fenate. 
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fehate^  th^  colleges^  all  the  tribunals  of  the  empire^ 
embarraflfed  by  fo  many  authorities  and  fuch 
oppofite  laws,  protra£ted  caufes  without  end^  or 
terminated  them  without  juftice.  To  thcfe  evils 
a  greater  yet  was  added,  the  venality  of  the  judges, 
and  their  unlimited  power  .*• 

Catharine  rqfolved  to  apply  a  remedy  to  aU  thefe 
diforders.  She  profecuted  what  fhe  had  begun  in 
the  fenate  and  in  the  colleges,  by  forming  them 
into  feparate  departments,  which,  having  each  but  > 
one  line  of  bufinefs,  could  neceflarily  proceed  in  a 
more  regular  courfe,  execute  their  bufinefs  with 
much  greater  difpatch,  and  give  fewer  openings  to 
artifice  and  chicane.  In  order  then  to  deprive  the 
judges  of  all  pretext  or  excufe  for  either  negligence 
or  prevarication,  fhe  augmented  the*  emoluments  of 
their  offices,  a  means  unhappily  ihfuificient,  but 
which  prove?^  that  Catharine  was  well  acquainted 
with  the  fpirit  of  the  nation  which  (he  governed. 
Indeed,  if  the  magiftrates  had  been  poffefled  of  any 
virtue,  would  it  not  be  rather  from  the  fentiment  of 
reputation,  than  by  pecuniary  recompences,  that 
they  would  have  been  ftimulated  to  juftice?  The 
cniprefs  therefore  put  in  motion  that  fpring  which 
(he  thought  would  aft  with  the  greateft  force  upon 

them.     She  tells  them,  in  the  ukafe  fhe  publi(hed 

* 

*  The  lowcft  judge,  who  frequently  had  never  learnt  to  read, 
ufcd  arbitrarily  to  put  culprits  to  the  torture  to  extort  confeflion, 
and  condemn  a  man  to  the  knout,  or  to  be  banifhed  into  Siberia. 

VOL.  I.  p  p  on 
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on  the  occafion :  —  **  Indigence  may  perhaps  hi- 
*'  therto  hare  given  you  a  propenfity  to  felf-intereft ; 
<*  but  now  the  country  itfelf  rewards  your  labours ; 
^^  and  therefore  what  might  heretofore  hare  been 
^^  pardonable,  will  henceforward  be  criminal/' 

Catharine  did  more  than  augment  the  falaries  of 
the  judges ;  fhe  fecured  to  them  an  appointment  of 
half-pay  for  that  feafon  of  life  when  age  and  infirmi- 
ties fhould  oblige  them  to  retire. 

Thefe  primary  matters  being  arranged,  the 
emprels  fet  herfelf  to  work  on  a  new  code. 

All  the  provinces  of  RufTia,  not  excepting  the 
barbarous  nations  who  dwell  in  the  remoteft  parts 
of  that  vad  empire,  had  orders  to  fend  deputies  to 
Mofco,  to  prefent  their  ideas  on  the  laws  that  were 
the  fitteft  for  their  peculiar  exigencies.  Catharine 
her&lf  repaired  to  that  antient  capital.  The  open- 
ing of  the  ftates  was  held  with  extraordinary  pomp< 
It  was  furely  an  interefting  and  novel  tranfadion, 
to  fee  deputies  of  numerous  people,  different  in 
their  manners,  their  drefs,  their  languages;  and 
they  tbemfelves  mud  have  been  aftonifhed  at  being 
here  thus  affembled  for  the  purpofe  of  difcuffing 
their  laws,  people  who  had  never  thought  about 
law  any  farther  than  to  obey  the  arbitrary  will  of  a 
mader,  whom  it  often  happened  that  they  did  not 
know. 

The  emprefs>  defirous  to  leave  to  this  aflembly 
the  appearances  of  the  completed  liberty,  had  a  fort 
of  gallery  condruQed  in  the  h«ill  in  fuch  manner, 

that. 
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that,  mthout  being  perceived^  (he  could  fee  and 
hear  all  that  pafled.  The  bufinefs  was  begun  by 
reading  the  inftrufHons  tranflated  into  the  ruffian 
language^  the  original  whereof  in  French,  almoft 
entirely  in  the  hand-writing  of  Catharine^  has  fince 
been  depofited,  enclofed  in  a  magnificent  cafe  of 
filver  gilt>  in  an  apartment  of  the  imperial  academy ' 
of  fciences  at  St.  Peteriburg  •. 

"  The  fovereigns  of  Ruffia  poffcffed  the  moft 
•^  extenfive  dominions  in  the  world,  ^  and  every 
«*  thing  was  yet  to  be  done :  at  laft,^  fays  M*  de 
Voltaire  f ,  *'  Peter  was  bom  and  Ruffia  was  form- 
ed ;'*  that  is,  doubt lefs,  to  fay,  that  at  this  period 
it  arofe  out  of  chaos.  The  bare  idea  of  forming  it 
was  grand,  and  its  execution  might  juftly  excite 
aftonifhment.  Tzar  Alex^y  Mikhailovicch,  his  fa- 
ther, had  already  fketched  out  the  work,  and  it 
muft  be  confefled   that  Peter  advanced  it  to  a 

*  Mathonlus  and  Rozetflcy  afBded  the  emprefs  in  the  compo- 
fition  of  thefe  ioftrudlions,  and  afterwards  tranflated  them  into 
rufs.  This  work  may  be  chiefly  taken  from  the  writings  of 
Montefquiea  and  feme  other  of  the  french  philofophers ;  but  it 
muft  always  redound  to  the  glofy  of  Catharine  that  flie  had  the 
liberality  of  mind  to  draw  from  fuch  fources.  That  princefs  had 
aa  much  refpefl  for  Montefquieu  as  flie.  had  diflike  for  John 
Jaqoes  Rouflcau,  whofe  political  principles  flic  dreaded.  Accord- 
ingly flie  never  let  flip  an  opportunity  for  attacking  the  writings 
of  Roufleau  on  their  weak  flde.  She  feemed  to  have  fome  pre* 
fage  of  the  revolution  to  which  they  fo  much  contributed. 

f  Hiftory  of  the  ruffian  empire,  voL  i.  p.  74;  ' 

F  F  a  furprifing 
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furprifing  degree.    To  leave  his  country,  that  he 
might  return  to  govern  it  with  greater  glory ;  to  go 
and  feek  light  in  all  parts  where  it  enlightened 
mankind ;   to  fubmit  for  feveral  years  to  be  the 
difdple  of  other  nations,  in  order  to  become  the 
mafter  and  the  reforma*  of  his  own  ;  to  work  as  a 
fimple  cstrpenter  at  Saardam,  to  prepare  himfelf 
for  creating  a  navy  that  fhould  be  formidable  to  his 
enemies  ; ;  tb  lower  himfelf  to  a  common  foldier, 
in  order  to  become  a  great  commander ;  to  form  on 
all  hands   eftabliihments  of  great  utility,  till  then 
unknown  to  his  rubje£ts  ;  to  attack  at  once  all  the 
abufes  both  in  church  and  ftate,  in  the  manners  and 
euiloms  that  had  been  moft  fandloned  by  inveterate 
habit ;   to  extend  reformation  and  care  to  every 
particular  that  was  deferving  of  them;  to  temper 
the  feverity  of  his  difcipline  by  the  total  aboli- 
tion of  the  word  flave  ;  to  mix  pomp  with  toil,  and 
annex  prosperity  to  triumphs  ;  all  together  charac- 
terifed  him  as  the  great  genius,  the  great  man,  and 
'  the  great  monarch. 

But  if  that  prince,  fo  juflly  renowned  to  all 
poftcrity,  poliflied  his  country  in  fo  many  refpefts; 
if  he  made  regulations  worthy  of  admiration  and 
praife,  with  all  this  he  framed  no  permanent  laws, 
and  much  lefs  a  fyftem  of  legiflation  that  (hould 
embrace  all  objefts.  That  great  work  was  left  for 
Catharine  II.  It  was  flie  alone  who  conceived  the 
grand  idea  of  undertaking  it,  and  fhe  alone  had 

the 
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the  courage  to  put  it  in  execution.  A  code  of 
latsrs,  and  efpecially  laws  founded  on  wifdom>  ts 
the  nobleft  prefent  that .  can  be  made  to  a  people : 
no  voman  had  yet  been  a  legiilatrix ;  and  that  part 
the  emprefs  of  Ruflia  refolved  to  a£t. 

The  reading  of  the  inftr unions  was  frequently 
interrupted  by  bur  (Is  of  applaufe.  All  prefent  ex* 
tolled  the  fagaclty,  the  wifdom,  the  humanity  of 
the  foirereign.  But  fear  and  flattery  had  a  greater 
ihare  in  thefe  exclamations  than  an  admiration 
proceeding  from  ajufl:  knowledge  of  the  matter*. 
It  was  hoped,  perhaps,  by  that  means  to  at  trad  the 
fyfouT  of  the  emprefs,  or  at  leaft  to  efcape  Siberia. 
The  deputies  of  the  Samoyedes  alone  had  the 
courage  to  fpeak  freely .  One  of  them  ftood  up  in  the 
name  of  his  brethrent  and  faid :  *-^  ^*  We  are  a  fimple 
**  and  honeft  people,  We  quietly  tend  our  rein-deer. 
**  We  are  in  no  want  of  a  new  code.:  but  make  laws 
^^  for  the  Ruffians,  our  neighbours,  that  may  put  a 
**  ftpp  to  their  depredations." 

The  following  fittings  did  not  pafs  fo  quietly. 
Much  had  been  faid  about .  giving  liberty  to  the 
boors.  Some  thoufands  of  this,  opprefled  clafs  of 
beings  were  prepai:ing  to  fupport  by  force  what 
they  expeded  from  equity,  i  The  nobility  dreaded 
an  infurredtion }  they  dreaded,  above  all,  a  defal- 
cation of  their  revenues;  and  fome  nobles  were 
rafh  enough  to  aflert,  that  they  would  poignard  the 
firll  man  who  ihould  move  for  the  aflfrai^chifement  of 

PF3  thft 
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the  Taflals  *•  Notwithftanding  this»  however,  count 
Scheremetof,  the  riqhefl:  iodividuai  of  all  Raffitf » 
got  up,  and  declared  that  he  vould  willingly  agree 
to  this  affranchiferaent  The  deba^te  was  carfied 
on  with  great  warmd!,  which  grew  to  filch  a 
haght,  that  fatal  confec|uences  were  to  be  ap|ire- 
bended }  and  the  deputies  were  difini^ed  to  Uiar 
refpe^ve  provinces. 

Howeyerf  previous  to  the  diflblution  of  this  af- 
fembly,  the  members  were  required  to  fig&ali^  the 
meeting  by  fome  confpicuous  a£t  cff  gratitude.  It 
was  thought  right  that,  though  the  benefit  that  was 
intended  ibr  the  fubje^  ihould  be  lo(l  to  them,  it 
ought  not  to  be  fo  to  the  fovereign  who  had  ocm* 
ceived  the  o6ble  idea  of  it.  Accordingly,  by  % 
general  acclamation,  the  titles  of  Great,  Wife, 
Prudent,  and  Mother  of  the  Country,  were  decreed 
to  that  princefs ;  but  vfhen  (he  was  petitioned  to 
accept  of  thofe  tides,  (he  anfwered,  with  an  aflume^ 
modefty,  ^*  Thac  if  ihe  had  rendered  herfelf 
"  worthy  of  the  firft,  it  belonged  to  pofterity  to 
*^  confer  it  upon  hf  r  j  that  wifdom  and  prudence 
*'  were  the  gifts  of  heaven,  for  which  (he  daily  gave 
"  thanks,  without  prefuming  to  derive  any  merit 
f*  frcfm  them  herfrff  j  that  la(|ly,  the  title  of  Mother 

f  This  fad  has  been  Icycral  times  attefted  by  Andrew  Scbq* 
TaIof>  known  in  Franpe  by  his  pretty  epifUe  to  Ninon. 

f  Potemkin  was  not  as  yet  favourite.  Count  Schcfemetof 
po(refi*ed  an  annuallncome  of  fix  hundred  thoufand  rubles.  H^ 
}fad  belonging  to  him  one  bondred  aad  twenty  thoufand  peafants. 
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^^  of  th^  Country  was  the  mod  dear  of  all  in  her 
^^  eyes,  the  only  one  that  ike  could  accept^  and 
*^  which  (he  regarded  as  the  moft  benign  and 
'^  glorious  recompence  for  her  labours  and  foUicL* 
^'  tudes  in  behalf  a  people  whom  (he  loved/' 

It  will  not  be  fuperfluous  to  obierve  that  the 
cmprefs  made  a  prefent  to  each  of  the  deputies  of 
a  gold  medal,  for  the  purpofe  of  tranfmitting  to 
pofterity  the  motive  that  had  called  them  together ; 
and  that  the  generality  of  thefe  rude  and  unpoliflied 
people  almoft  immediately  fold  thefe  medals  to  the 
goldfmiths. 

Proud  of  the  work  which  had  obtained  her  fuch 
flattering  marks  of  homage^  Catharine  eagerly 
difpatched  copies  of  her  inftru£tions  to  the  fovereignt 
whofe  approbation  (he  mod  coveted.  They  com; 
plimented  her  on  her  laborious  enterprife,  and 
made  no  hefitation  to  pronounce  that  it  would  be 
an  eternal  monument  to  her  glory.  The  kin^  of 
PruiSa^  who  knew  how  fenfible  flie  was  to  praife^ 
and  who  was  always  lavifli  of  it  with  lefs  delicacy 
than  eafe>  vnmte  to  her  a  tong  letter,  which,  among 
other  things,  contained  this  flattering  obfervation ; 
«^  No  woman  has  hitherto  been  a  legiflatrix.  That 
*'  gbry  was  referved  for  the  empreis  of  RuiCa,  who 
**  well  deferves  it.**  ^ 

The  empfcfs  received  this  letter*  at  Kazan, 
being  then  on  a  progrcfs  to  her  provinces  in  Afia 
and  the  farrfam^d  ftior^  of  the  Volga. 

*  Which  (ce  ia  the  appendix.  No.  VI.  of  the  fecond  volume. 

r  r  4  Count 
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Count  Solms,  minifter  of  the  king  of  Pniffia^  on 
fending  this  letter  to  count  Panin^  wrote  him  a  note 
to  the  following  purport :  *'  I  haften  to  tranfmit  to 
*'  your  excellency  the  letter  which  the  king  my  mafter 
*^  has  had  the  honour  to  compofe,  in  anfwer  to  that 
**  with  which  her  imperial  majefty  was  gradoufly 
^*  pleafed  to  accompany  the  prefent  other  inftrudion 
'*  fortheformationof thenewcodeinRuffia, ordering 
**  me  to  caufe  it  to  be  prefented  to  her  imperial  ma- 
•^  jefty.  He  fubjoins,  with  his  own  hand,  in  the  dif- 
.**  patch  which  he  has  addreflfed  to  me,  *  I  have  read 
**  with  admiration  the  work  of  the  emprefs*  I  was 
*«  not  willing  to  tell  her  all  that  I  think  of  it, 
**  becaufe  (he  might  have  fufpefted  me  of  flattery  ; 
**  but  I  may  fay  to  you,  with  due  deference  to 
^*^  modefty,  that  it  is  a  mafculine  performance, 
"  nervous,  and  worthy  of  a  great  naan.  Wc  arp 
'*'  cold  by  hiftory,  that  Semiramis  commanded 
"  armies.  Queen  Elizabeth  has  been  accounted  a 
^*  good  politician.  The  emprefs-queen  has  (hewn 
^*  great  intrepidity  on  her  acceflion  to  the  throne : 
"  but  no  woman  has  hitherto  been  a  legiflatrix. 
•*  That  glory  was  referved  for  the  emprefs  of  Ruflia, 
♦*  who  well  deferves  it." 

It  certainly  redounds  much  to  the  praife  of  Ca- 
tharine, that  thefe  inftruftions  are  founded  on  the 
principles  of  an  enlightened  humanity  ;  and  that, 
though  autocratrix  and  of  unlimited  power,  (he 
recognizes  no  legitimate  authority  but  that  which  is 
founded  on  juftice ;  ^very  particular  in  her  laws  has 

a  ten? 
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a  tendency  to  enervate  defpotifm,  and  to  render  a 
juft  authority  refpeftable.  Her  purpofe  is  to  form 
a  folid,  and  not  an  arbitrary  legiflation.  Hcrwhofe 
plan  is  direfted  to  prevent  all  thofe  who  govern  under 
her  from  exercifing  a  capricious  and  cruel  authority^ 
by  fubjeding  them  to  invariable  laws,  which  no 
authority  fhould  be  able  to  infringe. 

The  aecomplifhment  of  this  grand  defign,  how« 
ever,  did  not  proceed  fo  fmoothly  as  the  fir  ft  fteps 
gave  room  to  exped.  Either  it  was  found  that  the 
plan  of  a  convocation  of  the  nation  by  its  deputies 
was  beginning  at  too  high  a  pitch,  and  that  in  aa 
aflembly  compofed  of  fuch  a  diverfity  of  tribes^ 
manners^  and  tongues,  it  would  be  impoflible  to 
come  to  any  common  conclufions ;  or  the  whole 
apparatus  was  ufed  only  as  a  machine,  and  fuScred 
to  fall  when  it  had  anfwered  the  end  for  which  it 
was  contrived. 

A  few  articles  in  thefe  inltr unions  will  fuffice  to 
fhew  the  principles  on  which  they  are  drawn  up. 

'<  The  fpirit  of  the  nation,  the  nation  itfelf,  ought 
*'  to  be  confulted^  in  the  framing  of  laws. 

'<  Thefe  laws  fhould  be  confidered  ao  otherwife 
<^  than  as  a  means  of  conducing  mankind  to  the 
^'  greateft  happinefs. 

It  is  our  duty  to  mitigate  the  lot  of  thofe  who 

live  in  a  ftate  of  dependence. 

The   liberty  and  the  fecurity  of  the  citizens 
*^  ought  to  be  the  grand  and  precious  objeds  of  all 

I  **  laws  J 
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laws ;  tbey  (hould  all  tend  to  render  life>  honour^ 
and  property,  as  (table  and  fecure  as  the  oon- 
^<  ftitution  of  the  government  itfelf. 

*^  The  liberty  of  the  fubjeds  ought  only  to  be 
**  reftrided  concerning  what  it  would  be  diladvan- 
*^  tageous  to  them  to  do. 

*^  In  caufes  purely  civil,  the  laws  ihould  be  fo 
*<  clear  and  precife,  that  the  judgments  refohing 
^^  from  them  be  always  in  perfed  unifon  in  the 
^^  fame  cafes^  in  order  to  remove  that  jurifprudence 
^'  of  decifions  which  is  fo  often  a  fource  of  uncer« 
^^  tainties,  of  errors,  or  zGts  of  injuftice,  according 
^*  as  a  caufe  has  been  well  or  ill  defended  at  one 
^<  time  or  at  another,  gained  or  loft  according  to 
*'  influence  or  circumftances/' 

We  read  with  equal  pleafure  the  inftrudions 
fhe  prefcribes  to  be  followed  in  the  criminal  con- 
ftitution : 

**  It  is  incomparably  hotter  to  prevent  crimes 
^'  than  to  punifh  them. 

**  The  life  of  the  meaneft  citizen  is  of  confe- 
'^  quence ;  and  no  one  (hould  be  deprived  of  it, 
^'  except  when  it  is  attacked  or  required  by  the 
**  country. 

In  like  nlanner  his  liberty  ihould  be  refpeded, 
by  being  difficult  about  imprifonment,  by  care- 
fully diftinguifhing  the  cafes  where  the  laws  will 
♦*  difpenfe  with  it,  as  alfo  thofe  in  which  the  public 
^^  fafety  requires  arreftationj  detention,  or  formal 

"  impri- 
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^  imprifonmeiDtt  aud  in  this  cafe  even  concerning 
*'  different  prifons* 

"  In  the  methods  of  trial,  the  ufe  of  torture 
^  is  contrary  to  found  reafon.  Humanity  cries 
^  out  againft  this  praftice^  and  infills  on  its  being 
"  aboliflied. 

<^  A  prifbner  is  not  to  be  iacrificed  to  the  torrent 
^*  of  opinions.  Judgment  mud  be  nothing  but  the 
'-'  precife  text  of  the  law }  and  the  office  of  the 
^<  judge  is  only  to  pronounce  whether  the  adion  is 
**  conformable  or  contrary  to  id** 

Concerning  punilhments ; 

^*  The  aim  of  punifiunent  is  not  to  tormeitf 
>'  fenfible  beings. 

*'  All  punifhment  is  unjuft  when  it  is  not  neceflary 
*^  to  the  maintenance  of  the  public  lafety. 

The  atrocity  of  punilhments  is  reprobated  by 

the  compaffion  that  is  due  to  human  nature; 
^^  whenever  it  is  ufclefs^  it  is  a  fu$cient  reafon  to  . 
.^^  regard  it  as  unjufl,  andj  as  fuch,  to  rejed  it. 

**  in  the  ordinary  ftatc  of  fodety,  the  death  of  a 
**  citi;sen  is  neither  ufeful  por  neceffary."  ^ 

AU.that  follows  pnder  ^his  head,  toudring  i3ie 
proportion  that  fhould  be  obferved  between  crimes 
and  puniihments ;  on  the  rarity  of  the  cafes  where 
the  crime  deierves  death;  on  the  rule  to  be  ob- 
ferved  in  confifcatbns>  which  the  emprefs  would  not 
extend  beyond  acquired  property,  and  a  number  of 
other  ideas^  are  fuch  as  could  only  proceed  from 
goodnefs  of  heart  and  pro^und  meditation.    The 

whole 
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whole  number  of  the  articles  of  her  inftrudions  is 
52$;  and  the  very  publication  and  difperfion  of 
the  book  throughout  the  empire  has  been  at« 
tended  with  falutary  effeds.  Ic  was  doubtlefs  a 
great  and  arduous  imdertaking,  and  worthy  of  an 
exalted  mind. 

The  inftruftion  of  the  emprefs  is  not  a  law-book 
itfelf^  She  only  fays,  *^  Such  regulations  (hould 
*'  be  made.  —  In  the  firft  place,  it  (hould  be  ex- 
*'  amined  whether/*  &c.  But  it  mufl  be  confeflfed 
that  excellent  fuggeftions  are  thus  delivered,  which 
certainly  have  produced,  and  muft  continue  to  pro- 
duce, great  effe£ts.  Thus  we  find  it  faid,  chap,  xu 
**  Peter  I.  promulgated  a  law  in  172a,  that  perfons 
^  who  were  hot  of  found  mind,  and  who  opprefs 
<^  their  ferfsj  (hould  be  put  under  guardians.  The 
*^  former  point  of  this  law  has  been  kept  up  j  why 
^*  the  latter  is  not  enforced  is  not  known.''  ^-^  Again, 
chap.  xii.  ^^  It  feems  too,  that  the  new  manner  in 
<*  which  noblemen  exaft  their  dues  from  the  pea- 
"  fantry  is  hurtful  to  population.  There  is  fcarcely 
a  village  which  does  not  pay  certain  tributes  to 
its  lord  in  money.  The  lord,  who  never,  or  but 
**  very  rarely,:  fees  his  village,  impofes  on  every 
♦*  head  a  tax  of  one,  two,  and  even  to  five  rubles, 
«  without  concerning  himfclf  how  the  peafant  is 
"  to  pay  that  fum.  It  will  be  abfolutely  indif- 
*'  penfable  to  prefcribe  laws  to  the  nobility,  obhging 
"  them  to  aft  more  circumfpeftly  in  the  manner  of 
^/  levying  their  dues,  and  to  require  of  the  peafanC 

**  tributes 
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^^  tributes  of  fuch  a  nature  as  fhall  remove  him  as 
^'  little  as  poffible  from  his  houfe  and  family.  By 
•*  this  means  agriculture  will  be  better  followed, 
**  and  the  population  of  the  empire  be  increafed. 
**  At  prcfent,  a  labourer  leaves  his  home  at  the  age 
**  of  fifteen  to  go  and  feek  his  fubfiftence  in  diftant 
^^  towns ;  roams  about  the  empire,  and  pays  his 
<f  dues  annually  from  what  he  earns.'* 

^'  If,  for  fomc  political  reafon,  it  be  not  pradicable 
*•  to  free  the  boors  throughout  the  empire  from 
^<  their  vaifalage,  yet  means  ihould  be  thought  of 
**  to  enable  them  to  acquire  property.  In  pur- 
<^  fuance  of  this  idea,  ihould  not  a  method  be 
**  devifed  for  gradually  bettering  the  condition  of 
**  this  lower  clafs  of  people  ?''  Is  not  fuch  language, 
whicli  evinces  fo  much  fagacity  and  benevolence, 
the  fitted  for  the  mouth  of  a  monarch  who  is  defirous 
of  making  improvements,  without  undertaking  the 
boifterous  and  intemperate  part  of  an  auftere  re* 
former  ?  It  is  a  great  matter,  if  a  prince  fliews  that 
he  underflands  the  vices  of  the  country,  and  knows 
how  they  may  be  remedied.  Suppofe  even  that 
nothing  farther  is  done,  mud  not  every  confiderate 
fpedator  feel  himfelf  inclined  to  believe  that  this 
fagacity  and  this  benevolence  have  met  with  dif- 
ficulties which  were  abfolutely  not  to  be  overcome  ? 
But  fuch  words  are  never  lofl:  under  Catharine 
much  was  effected  by  what  fhe  planned  with 
prudence  and  moderation.  In  fome  places,  however, 
{he  exprefles  herfelf  decifively,  and  with  command ; 

and 
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and  wherever  this  is  thecafe>  the  Infbudion  retains 
the  virtual  force  of  a  law. 

The  whole  performance  is  an  excellent  com- 
pendium of  choice  obfervations^  of  jufl:  maxims, 
and  of  generous  fentiments  ;  and  at  the  fame  time 
a  beautiful  colleftion  of  flriking  pafiages  from  the 
celebrated  philofophers  of  Greece  and  Rome,  of 
apt  examples  from  ancient  and  modern  hiftory, 
from  the  manners  of  cultivated  and  favage  nations, 
and  even  from  fuch  nations  as  are  not  very  much 
known  to  the  reft  of  Europe,  the  Chinefe  and 
other  Afiatics.  Whoever  would  make  himfelf 
acquainted  with  the  philofophy  of  legiilation,  might 
reap  confiderable  advantage  by  taking  it  as  his . 
manual. 

In  addition  to  the  paflages  above  cited  from  this 
work,  as  a  fpecimen  of  the  fentiments  of  Catharine, 
it  will  not  be  amifs  to  extrad  a  few  others,  if  it  be  only 
to  (hew,  that  upwards  of  thirty  years  ago  af  monarch 
delivered  the  beft  of  thofe  which,  in  the  opimon  of 
fome,  were  firft  difcovered  by  the  republicans  of  the 
prefent  day.  A  lofty  philofophical  ftadon  is  taken 
in  the  fixth  chapter:  *'  Several  things  influence 
*'  mankind,  religion,  climate,  laws,  maxims  of 
**  government,  examples  of  things  paft,  manners, 
**  cuftoms,  from  which,  as  the  refult,  a  public  mind 
"  is  formed."  Elucidations  of  this  maxim  from 
the  charafteri flics  of  various  nations  fucceed  to  this. 
Then,  "  It  is  the  bufinefs  of  the  legiflator  to  follow 
*'  the  temper  of  the  nation ;  for  we  do  nothing 
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**  better  than  what  we  do  voluntarily,  and  in  pur- 
•^  fuance  of  our  natural  difpofition.  For  efta- 
**  blifhing  a  more  perfeft  legiflation,  it  is  neceflary 
•*  that  the  minds  of  men  fhould  be  previoully  pre- 
««  pared  for  it.  But  in  order  to  defeat  the  pretext 
^'  ufually  alleged,  that  it  is  notpoffible  to  do  good, 
«<  becaufe  the  minds  are  not  yet  difpofed  to  admit 
it,  take  the  pains  to  prepare  them  for  it :  this  will 
be'already  a  great  ftep  advanced.*'  —  *•  When  it  is 
intended  to  make  great  changes  in  a  nation,  which 
^'  may  turn  to  its  benefit,  that  which  has  been 
<^  eftablilhed  by  laws  fhould  be  reformed  by  laws ; 
and  what  cuflom  has  brought  into  pradtice  fhould 
be  changed  by  cuflom  ;  and  it  is  very  bad  policy 
to  change  by  laws  what  ought  to  be  changed  by 
«*  cuftom/*    ' 

Chap.  viii.  of  punifhments.  *^  Examine  with 
<*  attention  into  the  caufe  of  all  relaxations,  and  it 
<*  will  be  feen  that  they  arife  from  the  impunity  of 
**  crimes,  and  not  from  the  moderation  of  punifh- 
•*  ments."  —  "  It  often  happens  that  a  legiflator, 
•^  who  intends  to  corred  an  evil,  confines  his 
*'  thoughts  to  that  corredUon  :  his  eyes  are  open  to 
*'  that  objea,  and  fhut  to  the  inconveniencics  at- 
**  tending  it/'  —  Chap.  ix.  ««  If  you  confider  the 
*'  forms  of  law  in  regard  to  the  trouble  a  citizen 
«  has  to  obtain  his  right,  or  to  get  fatisfaftion  for 
fome  injury,  you  will  doubtlefs  find  them  too 
many ;  if  you  regard  them  in  the  relation  they 
bear  to  the  liberty  and  fecurity  of  the  citizens, 

•*  you 
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*^  you  will  often  find  them  too  few,  and  you  wiil 
**  fee  that  the  punilhnientSj  the  expellees,  the  dekys, 
*'  even  the  danger  6f  the  decifion  are  the  price  that 
«^  every  citizen  pays  for  *hi8  liberty;'*  Not  to  be 
farther  tedious,  we  will'  conclude  wkh  the  fol- 
**  lowing :  "  Would  you  prevent  crimes ;  contrive 
*'  that  the  laws  favour  lefs  the  different  orders  of 
*^  citizens,  than  each  citizen  in  particular.  Let 
**  men  fear  the  laws  and  nothing  but  the  laws. 
*'  Would  you  prevent  crimes ;  provide  that  reafon 
^*  and  knowledge  be  more  and  more  diffufed  among 
*^  mankind.  To  conclude :  the  moft  fure,  but  the 
**  nloft  difficult  method  of  making  men  better,  is  by 
•'  rendering  education  more  complete.'*  Nothing 
that  relates  to  government  is  left  untouched  in  this 
little  book.  1  he  maxims  of  politics,  of  toleration, 
and  of  juflice,  are  thus  loudly  and  powerfully 
delivered  from  the  throne,  and  have  thereby  received, 
as  it  were,  one  fandion  more. 

Still  proceeding  on  the  fame  enlarged  and  en- 
lightened plan  which  we  have  before  had  occafion 
to  commend,  the  emprefs  continued  to  cultivate 
and  encourage  the  arts  and  fciences ;  to  make  her 
empire  an  afylum  to  the  learned  and  ingenious  js 
and  to  reform  the  manners  and  inftrudt  the  minds 
of  the  people,  through  the  extent  of  its  moil  diftant 
provinces. 

The  tranfit  of  the  planet  Venus  over  the   fun, 
which  was  to  happen  in  the  fummer  of  1769,  added 
a  new  opportunity  of  Ihewing  as  well  the   muni- 
ficence 


ifSj^  EMPRESS    CATHARINE    !!•  449 

licence  of  Catharine  as  the  attention  (he  paid  to 
-aftronomy.  This  great  princefs  \n-ote  a  letter  from 
Mofco  with  her  own  hand,  to  connt  Vladimir  Orlof, 
tdiredor  of  the  academy  of  fcienceg  at  Pfcteffbwrg  ♦; 
wherein  flie  defires  the  academy  to  Inform  her  of  ' 
the  moft  proper  places  in  her  dominions  for  the 
making  of  thofe  obfervations  ;  with  an  offer  to  fend 
workmen  and  artifts^,  and  to  conftruft  buildings 
Sn  all  thofe  places  which  the  academy  might  think 
proper  for  the  purpofe,  and  to  grant  every  other 
affiftance  requifite  to  the  undertaking.  She  alfo 
deiired,  that  if  there  were  not  fufficient  aftronomers 
in  the  academy  to  make  obfervations  in  all  the 
places  required,  to  give  her  notice,  that  fhe  might 
lend  a  proper  number  of  the  officers  of  her  marine, 
to  qualify  themfelves  under  the  eye  of  the  profeffors 
ilk  the  academy,  for  that  undertaking.  Such  is  the 
extent  of  that  vaft  empire,  that  the  obfervarions 
which  were  made,  both  on  the  tranfic  and  exit  of 
this  planet,  the  one  in  the  frozen  regions  towards 
the  pole,  and  the'Crther;.Qk:..the  borders  of  the 
Cafpian,  were' 'ihade  within  its  own  limits;  to 
Ibme  part  of  which  aftronomers  from  every  comer 
of  Europe  went  to  behold  that  remarkable  oc- 
currence. 

The  academy  at  Peterfburg  applied  to  a  member 
of  the  royal  fociety  of  London,  to  procure  the 
peceffary  inflruments  for  the  purpofe  of  proceeding 

♦  For  which  the  reader  is  referred  to  the  appendix.  No.  VII, 
At  the  end  of  the  fecond  volume. 

Vol.  u  o  a  fucce&fully 
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fuccefsfully  in  that  important  ohfervation  *•  Mr. 
Ramofsky,  who  was  the  writer  upon  this  occafion, 
candidly  acknowledged  the  great  joy  of  the  academy^ 
and  their  obligations  to  MnShort,  for  procuring 
them  thofe  inflruments ;  and  confefled  their  doubts 
of  being  able  to  anfwer  the  views  of  the  empre&^  till 
they  had  received  his  letter. 

What  appears  fomewhat  furprifing  is,  that  while 
Catharine  was  driving  to  build  her  fame  upon  a 
folid  bafis,  fhe  made  it  a  matter  of  much  importance 
to  obtain  frotn  all  the  powers  of  Europe  the  title 
of  Imperial  majefly,  which  fome  of  them  had 
refufed  her.  The  king  of  Sweden  had  long  JSncc 
given  it  to  Catharine ;  but  the  fwedifli  diet  could 
not  be  brought  to  grant  it  till  the  commencement  of 
this  year  f . 

1768.  Lewis  Xy.  pertinadoufly  delayed  to 
mention  her  by  that  ftyle.  Knowing  that  the 
foverelgns  of  RufTia  only  began  to  aflume  the  title 
of  emperor  in  the  time  of  Peter  the  great,  he  re- 
garded them*in  fome  fort  as  a  new  nobility  :  never 
confidering  that  it  is  the  power  of  princes,  and  not 
the  antiquity  of  their  race,  on  which  their  rights  arc 
built.  This  refufal  of  the  king  of  France  mortified 
Catharine  ;  but  it  was  not  the  only  rcafon  fhe  had 
to  be  irritated  againfl  him.     She  had  no  doubt  that 

*  Sec  the  appendix,  Uo.  VII.  at  the   end   of  the  fccond 
irolumc. 

t  The  6th  of  February.     See  the  appendix.  No.  VIII.  at  the 
end  of  this  volume. 
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this  monarch  was  informed  of  all  the  fccrets  of  the 
confpiracy  that  had  placed  her  on  the  throne ;  and 
fhe  knew,  befides,  that  the  ambaffador  of  France  at 
the  Porte  had  been  long  labouring  to  make  the 
Turks  declare  againft  Ruflia. 

What  then  would  flic  have  thought  if  flie  had 
read  a  letter  concerning  this,  written  by  the  duke 
dc  Choifeul  ?  —  «  We  know/'  faid  he,  «*  the  ill- 
judged  animofity  of  the  court  of  Ruflia  againft: 
.France.  The  king  fo  heartily  defpifes  at*  once  the 
princefs  who  reigns  in  that  country,  and  her 
'*  fentiments  and  her  condud,  that  it  is  our  intention 
^'  not  to  take  a  (ingle  ftep  towards  inducing  her  to 
^^  change  them.  The  king  thinks  that  the  hatred 
^^  of  Catharine  IL  is  far  more  honourable  than  her 
*^  friendfliip.  At  the  fame  time  he  is  defirous  of 
**  avoiding  an  open  rupture.*' 

But  the  fliufl[ling  tricks  of  a  foreign  court  and 
the  dangers  of  war  could  caufe  no  great  difturbance 
to  Catharine ;  perhaps  they  were  even  as  ncceflary  to 
her  as  the  cares  flie  beftowed  on  the  adminiftration 
of  the  empire,  for  eluding  the  bitternefs  of  fuch 
refle£tions  as  might  occafionally  arife  in  her  mind. 
She  oftesi  imagined  that  in  one  adverfe  moment  flie 
might  be  defpoiled  of  the  fruit  of  her  labours  and 
ingenuity,  and  that  fome  of  her  fubjefts  might  be 
ardently  wifliing  for  its  arrival.  The  name  of  r 
Peter  III.  was- become  dear  to  the  Ruflians.  They 
recoUefted  with  pleafure  the  good  he  had  done, 
and  the  deiire  he  had  of  doing  more :  they  forgot; 

G  o  a  his 
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his  failings  and  infirmities,  expiated  by  a  feries  of 
misfortunes.  They  lamented  the  deplorable  end  of 
that  prince  ;  and  the  multitude  of  malcontents  dif- 
perfcd  throughout  the  empire  might  fccretly  contaitt 
more  than  one  avenger. 

Senfibly  touched  with  the  deplorable  death  of 
the  tzar,  and  incenfed  at  feeing  his  murderers 
fharing  his  power,  a  young  officer,  named  Tfchog- 
lokof  *,  refolved  to  avenge  it,  and  even  thought 
hirafelf  infpired  with  the  defign  by  the  fuggeftions 
of  heaven.  After  having  long  reflefked  .on  the 
means  of  executing  his  faaguinary  proje£t,  he  re* 
for  red  to  the  palace  for  feveral  days  in  fucceffi0n> 
always  lurking  in  fome  of  the  dark  paflages  leading 
to  the  inner  apartments,  to  which  the  emprcfs  Retired 
when  {he  wifticd  to  be  alone.  The  prefenration  of 
her  majefly  was  on  this  occafion  owing  to  an 
accidental  circumftance,  which  prevented  her  f5fonv 
going,  according  to  cuflom,  along  the  paflfage  when; 
Tfchoglokof  was  waiting  her  coming.  Difconcerted 
by  a  delay  which  he  had  not  forefeen,  and  impatient 
to  ftrike  the  blow  which  he  thought  beneficial  to 
his  country  and  glorious  to  himfelf,  this  younj 
man  had  the  imprudence  to  truft  his  fecrtf  to  an*^ 
other  officer  whom  he  thought  his  friend.  Thit 
officer  ran  in  hafle  to  betray  him.  Orlof,  thus 
informed    of   the  meafures  that  were   taken  by 

*  1  fchoglokof  was  a  ckTcendant  of  the  family  of  that  Ska- 
vronfky  whom  Catharine  I.  acknowledged  as  her  brother  :  con- 
fequLiitly  he  was  related  lo  Elizabeth  and  to  Peter  III. 

Tfchoglokof, 
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Tfcfeoglokof,  and  the  inftant  when  he  was  again  to 
cxpcd  the  emprefs,  caufcd  him  to  be  arrcfted  in  hi* 
ambufcade.  He  was  found  armed  with  a  long 
poignard,  and  confeflfed,  without  hefitadon,  the  ufe 
for  which  he  defigned  it.  Catharine,  always  fuf- 
ficiently  miftrefs  ef  herfelf  for  concealing  her  indig- 
nation and  her  fears,  pretended  to  forgive  the  ra(h 
attempt  of  the  youth,  whom  political  fanaticifm  had 
deluded  from  his  duty.  She  even  had  him  brought 
into  her  prefence,  and  fpoke  to  liim  with  mildhefs*' 
This  generofity  was  only  apparent.  Catharine 
wiQied  to  conceal  from  the  public  a  ^mcked  defign, 
which,  if  it  had  been  known,  might  foon  have  been 
imitated.  But,  a$  (he  did  not  flatter  herfelf  with' 
the  hopes  of  entirely  converting  a  tnan  who,  from 
an  excefs  *of  humanity,  was  about  to  become  an 
aflailin^  (be  quickly  caufed  Tfchogtokof  to  be  put 
into  prifon^  and  afterwards  baniflied  to  the  heart  of 
Siberia  *. 

Some  time  before  the  period  of  which  we  arc 
treating,  the  deputies  of  the  two  ruflian  trading 
companies,  one  eftabliihed  at  Kamtfiiatka,  and  the 
other  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  Kovima,  gave  the 
court  of  Peterfburg  an  account  of  their  difcoveries; 
Thpfe  of  Kovima,  fetting  out  from '  that  river, 
doubled  the  cape  called  Tfchutfkoi-nofs,  in  7^ 
deg.  north  lat.  and  falling  down  to  the  fouth, 
through  the  (Irait  which  feparates  Europe  from 


■  f 


♦  The  daiigliter  of  Tfchoglokof  wm  .  after wai da  appointed 
•ae  of  tbo^  mtids  of  honour  to  Catharine. 

G  o  3  America,, 
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America,  they  (fircovered  fome  inhabited  illandi 
in  the  64th  degree  of  latitude,  where  they  went 
afliore,  and  fettled  a  trade  with  the  inhabitantSi 
for  their  fineft  furs,  fome  of  which  they  brought 
to  the  emprefs,  partiqularly  a  parcel  of  the  mod 
beautiful  black  foxes  ikins  that  ever  were  feen. 
They  named  thefe  iilands  the  iflands  of  Aleyut: 
fome  of  them  are  very  near  the  continent  of 
America^.  Thofe  of  Kamtfhatka  went  to  the 
northward,  and  met  their  companions  at  the  above 
iilands;  fo  that,  for  the  convenience  of  trade, 
they  luced  a  fa&ory  at  the  ifle  of  Behring.  When 
this  report  was  made,  the  court  came  to  a  refolu- 
tion  of  pufliing  thefe  difcoveries ;  and  lieutenant- 
colonel  Blenmer  was  fent,  accompanied  by  feveral 
able  geographers,  with  orders  to  fail  from  the  river 
Anadyr  to  (he  fame  coafts,  and  even  beyond  them. 
About  the  naiddle  of  the  year  1767,  the  emprefs 
conceived  the  ufeful  projedl  of  fending  feveral 
leari^ed  men  to  travel  into  the  interior  of  her  vaft 
tjerritories,  for  the  purpofe  of  determining  the  geo* 
graphical  pofition  of  the  principal  places,  of  marking 
their  temperature,  and  of  examining  into  the  nature 
of  their  foil,  their  produdions,  their  wealth,  as  well 
as  the  manners  and  chara£ters  of  the  feveral  people 
by  whom  they  are  inbabited« 

*  For  a  farther  account  of  fome  of  thefe  difcoveries  the  reader 
js  referred  to  *'  Varieties  of  Literature,''  vol.  ii.  p.  i .  printed 
fprDcbrett,  Kcqa^iHy^ 

A  country 
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A  country  of  fuch  a  prodigious  extent  as  the 
rnfTian  empire  muft  naturally  attraft  the  notice  of 
every  man  who  wifhes  to  increafe  his  knowledge, 
whether  it  be  confidered  in  regard  to  the  aftoniftiing 
number  of  tribes  or  nations  by  which  it  is  inhabited, 
the  great  diverfity  of  climates  under  which  they 
live>   or  the  almoft  infinite  quantity   of  natural 
curiofities  with  which  it  abounds.     But  the  greater 
part  of  this  country ''is  flill  immerfed  in  the  pro- 
founded  barbarifm,  and  almoft  inacceflible  to  the 
inyeftigations  of  the   ordinary   traveller.      Here, 
vagrant  hordes  of  people^  who,  entirely  addifted  to 
the  paftoral  life,  roam  from  place  to  place,  (hunning 
the  focial  manners  of  towns  and  villages,  negligent 
of  agriculture,  and  leaving  uncultivated  and  almofl:' 
in  a  defert  ftate  vaft  tra£ts  of  Jand  bleifed  with  the 
mod  favourable  foil  and  the  moft  happy  temperature 
of  feafons :  there,  peafants,  and  even  in  many  places 
inhabitants  of  towns,  flaves  to  a  thoufand  prejudices, 
languifhing  in  bondage  to  the  moft  ftupid  fuperfti* 
tions ;  brought  up,  befides,  in  the  fevereft  fervitude, 
and  being  accuftomed  to  obey  by  no  other  means 
than  blows,  are  forced  to  fubmit  to  the  harfheft 
treatment :  none  of  thofe  aSeflionate  admonitions, 
thofe  prudent  and  impelling  motives,  which  ufually 
urge  mankind  to  adion,  make  any  impreOion  on 
their  degraded  minds ;  they  reluftantly  labour  the 
fields  of  a  hard  mafter,  and  ftudioufly  conceal  from 
his  knowledge  thofe  riches  which  fame  accident,  fo 

o  G  4  deferable 


defirable  in  other  countries,^  (hoold  have  led  them 
to  difcover ;  as  they  would  only  augment  thq 
number  of  their  toils  and  the  heavinefs  of  their  yoke^ 
Hence  that  carelefs  contempt  tor  the  treafures  prer 
fented  them  by  nature^  and  the  neglect  of  thofe 
bounties  fhe  lavifhes  on  them.  Hence  thofe  im-r 
menfe  dcferts  almofi:  totally  dcftitute  of  cultivation, 
and  fo  many  towns  that  are  falling  to  decay. 

Peter  the  great,  of  too  penetrating  a  view  not  to 
perceive  both  the  evil  and  its  caufes,  took  all 
imaginable  pains,  and  adopted  the  wifed  meafure^ 
to  ameliorate  the  condition  of  an  empire,  fo  power* 
ful  from  numberlefs  other  circumftances,  to  free  his 
fubjeds  by  gentle  degrees  from  the  fhackles  of 
barbarifm,  to  difiufe  on  all  fides  the  benign  light  of 
arts  and  fcienCes,  to  difcover  the  treafures  concealed 
in  his  dominions,  and  to  furniih  agricult^ire  with 
the  remedies  and  affiftances  adapted  to  its  improve^ 
ment.  His  travels  into  feveral  countries  of  Europe 
for  the  acquifition  of  fuch  kinds  of  (knowledge  as 
were  mofl  applicable  to  the  ufe  of  his  dominioi;vs# 
are  fufficiently  known;  as  well  ^s  that  in  1717  ^e 
honoured  the  royal  academy  of  fciences  at  Paris 
with  his  prefence,  and  exprefled  his  defire  the  fol- 
lowing year  to  be  admitted  a  member ;  that  he 
kept  up  a  regular  eorrefpondence  with  that  illuftrious 
body,  and  that  he  fent  to  it,  as  the  firft  eflay  of  his 
ingenious  and  magnificent  enterprifes,  an  accurate 
chart  of  the  Cafpian,  which  he  caufed  to  be  fcru* 

puloufly 
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puloufly  taken  on  the  fpot.  At  the  fame  time  he 
fitted  out  and  difpatched  feveral  men  of  letters  to 
various  parts  of  his  empire;  one  ©f  them  to  make 
the  tour  of  Ruffia,  and  two  others  to  proceed  to 
Jtazan  and  Aftrakhan,  to  gain  information  of  every 
thing  of  confequence  to  be  known  in  thofe  countries. 
In  the  year  1719,  Daniel  Amadeus  MeiTerfchmidtt 
a  phyfician  of  Dantzic,  was  fent  into  Siberia,  for 
the  purpofe  of  making  Inquiries  into  the  natural 
hiftory  of  that  immenfe  province,  from  which  ex- 
pedition he  only  returned  at  the  beginning  of  172 7^ 
This  learned  man  did  honour  to  the  choice  that 
bad  been  made  of  him,  by  an  indefatigable  a£tivity, 
and  by  the  proofs  he  gave  of  his  profound  know- 
ledge, not  only  in  every  department  of  natural 
hiftory,  but  likewife  in  antiquities,  as  well  as  in 
aitroiiomy,  having  carefully  determined  the  eleva- 
tion of  the  pole  in  all  the  places  where  he  flopped. 
The  northern  regions,  particularly  thofe  of  Si- 
beria, being  as  yet  but  little  known,  and  ic  being 
very  uncertain  whether  the  extremity  of  thefe  latter 
might  not  touch  upon  America,  Peter  I.  fent  from 
Archangel  two  (hips,  with  orders  to  proceed,  by  the 
Wbite-fea  and  the  Northern-ocean  into  the  Frozen- 
ocean,  where  they  experienced  the  fame  difaflers  as 
bad  befallen  the  other  veflfels  that  had  gone  before 
them  in  this  attempt ;  for  one  of  the  two  was  caught 

■ 

among  the  fields  of  ice,  and  difabled  from  proceeds 
ing  any  farther ;  and  as  no  tidings  were  ever  heard 
of  the  other,  it  in  all  probability  perifiicd. 

3  Peter 
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Pcfei^I.  vms  not  difcounged  by  the  failure  of 
this  undertaking ;  but  he  was  carried  off  by  death 
as  he  was  preparing  a  new  expedition  ;  he  had  given 
the  charge  of  it  to  two  daniih  captains^  Behring 
and  Spangberg,  and  a  ruffian  named  Tfcrhirikof, 
with  orders  to  go  to  Kamtfliatka,  whence  they  were 
to  fail  for  exploring  the  northernmoft  coafts  of  Si- 
beria* The  forrowful  event  of  the  emperor's  death 
made  no  alteration  in  thefe  difpofitions ;  and  the 
plan  was  carried  into  execution,  the  lame  winter^ 
by  the  emprefs  Catharine  the  firft,  who  fent  a  fmaU 
company  of  literati^  provided  with  a  paper  of  inftruc- 
tionSi  which  Peter  had  framed  with  his  own  hand. 
They  returned  in  1 730>  after  having  penetrated  very 
far  towards  the  north. 

The  emprefs  Anne  was  defirous  of  profecuting 
thefe  important  refearches  dill  farther,  and  ordered 
the  ere&ion  of  a  new  company,  in  which  Behring 
was  to  be  employed  as  captain  of  the  fhip.  Kamt- 
ihatka  was  again  the  point  of  departure  for  making 
the  principal  difcoveries,  and  the  travellers  had 
orders  to  negled  nothing  that  might  {htA  any 
light  on  the  knowledge  of  the  globe.  One  part  of 
this  fociety  was  to  navigate  the  northern  feas,  while 
the  others  were  to  repair  by  land  to  Kamtfhatka 
over  Siberia.  Thefe  latter  were  to  act  conformably 
with  the  inftruftions  of  the  imperial  academy  of 
Peterfburg,  ^d  to  employ  themfelves  particularly 
^n  aftronomical  obfervations,  geometrical  operations, 

4   •  and 
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and  dcfcriptions  relative  to  the  political  and  natural 
hiftory  of  the  countries  through  which  they  were 
to  pafs. 

In  1760,  M.  Tabbe  Chappe  d'Auterochc  was  Tent 
into  Ruflia,  by  order  and  at  the  expence  of  the 
king  of  France,  for  obferving  at  Tobolflc  the  tranfit 
of  Venus  over  the  fun  :  his  obfervations,  publiflled 
with  great  oftentation,  contain  not  near  fo  much 
as  was  expefted  from  that  academician ;  and  many 
of  thofe  which  he  relates  had  been  already  long 
fince  known. 

The  emprefs  Catharine  II.  determined  to  profe- 
cute  thefe  ufeful  inveftigations,  and  accordingly 
gave  orders  to  the  academy  of  fciences  to  make 
choice  bf  a  company  of  able  and  learned  men  to 
travel  over  different  diftrifts  of  the  empire  with 
attention  and  obfervation.  The  fele&ion  of  the 
learned  travellers,  the  helps  that  were  granted  them^ 
the  excellent  inftruftions  and  advice  chat  were  given 
them,  will  be  a  lading  honour  to  that  academy. 
The  very  names  of  a  Pallas,  a  Gmelin,  and  a 
Guldenfbedt,  already  promifcd  much.  M.  Lepefc- 
hin  had  likewifc  acquired  a  reputation  by  different 
papers  inferted  in  the  academical  coUe&ions :  and 
the  refult  of  the  labours  of  thefe  enlightened  men 
has  been  feen  in  the  extenfive  utility  which  they 
have  fince  produced.  Very  few  of  the  accounts 
that  have  been  given  by  travellers  contain  fo  great 
^  variety  of  new  and  important  matters.    The  jour^ 

•*      nals 
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nals  of  thefe  celebrated  icholars  even  furnifli  fuch 
a  great  quantity  of  materials,  encirely  new,  for  the 
hiftory  of  the  three  kingdoms  of  nature,  for  the 
theory  of  the  earth,  for  rural  osconomy,  in  fhort, 
for  fo  many  different  obje£ts  relative  to  the  arts 
smd  fciences,  that  it  would  require,  according  to  the 
judicious  remark  of  M.  Bekmann  of  Goettingen, 
whole  years  and  the  labour  of  feveral  literary  men 
only  to  put  thefe  materials  in  order,  and  property 
Co  clafs  them  *• 

The  diftoveries  made  by  the  Ruffians  at  fea  at 
various  epochas,  and  particularly  during  the  reign 
of  Catharine  II.  have  been  faithfully  laid  before  the 
public  by  Mr-  Coxe,  in  his  well-known  work  pro- 
feiTedly  written  on  that  fubjed.  It  is  impoffible  to 
confider  thefe  expenfive  and  important  miffions 
without  teftifying  our  acknowledgment  of  the  be* 
nefits  that  have  accrued  to  fci^nce  from  thele  learned 
and  laborious  inveftigations* 

The  court  of  Catharine  became  now  the  afylum 
of  the  fciences,  to  which  fhe  invited  learned  men 
from  every  part  of  Europe.  Among  the  reft  the 
celebrated  profeflbr  Euler  from  Berlin,  on  whom 
her  majefty  fettled  a  large  annual  ftipend,  made 
him  a  prefent  of  a  houfe,  befides  ihewing  him  many 
other  marks  of  her  imperial  favour  and  prote£Uon« 

♦  It  was  to  this  cntcrpnfc  that  wc  owe  the  interefting  works 
of  Pallas  and  Gmelin.  Two  volumes  id  quarto  have  alfo  appeared 
of  the  obfervations  of  Guldenftacdt,  edited  by  the  iadefatigabte 
Dr.  Pallas. 

Well 


1768.3  EMPRESS    CATHARINE    II.  459 

and  dcfcriptions  relative  to  the  political  and  natural 
hiftory  of  the  countries  through  which  they  were 
to  pafs. 

In  1760,  M.  Tabbe  Chappe  d'Auterochc  was  Tent 
into  Ruflia,  by  order  and  at  the  expence  of  the 
king  of  France,  for  obfcrving  at  Tobollk  the  tranfit 
of  Venus  over  the  fun  :  his  obfervations,  publifhed 
with  great  oftentation,  contain  not  near  fo  mucli 
as  was  expefted  from  that  academician ;  and  many 
of  thofe  which  he  relates  had  been  already  long 
fince  known. 

The  emprefs  Catharine  II.  determined  to  profe- 
cute  thefe  ufeful  inveftigations,  and  accordingly 
gave  orders  to  the  academy  of  fdences  to  make 
choice  bf  a  company  of  able  and  learned  men  to 
travel  over  different  diftrifts  of  the  empire  with 
attention  and  obfervation.  The  fele£tion  of  the 
learned  travellers,  the  helps  that  were  granted  them, 
the  excellent  inftrudions  and  advice  chat  were  given 
them,  will  be  a  lading  honour  to  that  academy. 
The  very  names  of  a  Pallas,  a  Gmelin,  and  a 
Guldenftaedt,  already  promifcd  much.  M.  Lepek- 
htn  had  likewife  acquired  a  reputation  by  different 
papers  inferted  in  the  academical  coUedions :  and 
the  refult  of  the  labours  of  thefe  «nhghtcncd  men 
has  been  fcen  in  the  extenfive  udlity  which  they 
have  fmce  produced.  Very  few  of  the  accounts 
that  have  been  given  by  travellers  contain  fo  great 
^  variety  of  new  and  important  matters.    The  jour^ 

•       nals 
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on  ilidr  alucation^  they  are  prefented 
of  ziobilitv. 

4 

liiilcp.  lulcntly  of  thcfc  advantages,  fucb  :r  n^f 
pupils  as  have  carried  tlic  higheft  prizes,  rsrs^*  n= 
bcforc-mcniioncd^pcnfion  for  travelling  tir^-  v^ir: 
over  Kurope. 

It  is  frequently  obfervcd,  that  though  ihi:  inQ- 
tution  has  now  fubfiflod  upwards  of  half  a  zsiTMr^ 
yet  it  has  produced  no  great  artlft  ;  and  that  h  vsl 
fcrved  no  other  purp')rc  than  to  furnifli  Voltair?  vo. 
a  fubjcft  of  pompous  declamation,  and  :?  m^ef 
annually  a  paragraph  in  the  newfpapers  of  Gtrr*.zir". 
oftentatioufly  dcfcribing  the  ceremony  of  difiidba:- 
ing  the  prizes  in  the  prcfence  of  the  empre&  siii 
the  grand  duke,  with  their  pathetic  fpeeches  cr  ibf 
occafion  ;  and  that,  anfwering  that  purpofe,  noihirc 
farther  was  intended.  Yet  even  admitting  the  \z^^ 
of  fame  to  be  the  only  motive  at  the  time,  the  •=- 
flitutTon  may  hereafter  find  motives  of  its  est!, 
arifnig  from  intcrcli,  or  a  dcfirc  of  excelling,  ::$  2 
civilized  public  fliall  incrcafe,  and  the  approbsrlcn 
of  ilicir  perfornianccs  no  hmgcr  be  confidered  as  a 
inarier  of  form  and  confined  to  the  court. 

Still  farther  to  encourage  the  fine  arts  in  her  i:o 

minions,  the  emprcfs  afligncd  an  annual  fum  of  five 

^^fand  rubles  for  the  tranflation  of  foreign  lite- 

^.wDrks  into  the  ruffian  language. 

'^  thk  time  the  fmall-pox  was  very  rife  in  St. 

*^%%  which  occafioned  the  emprefs  and  the 

«M  ike  her  fon  to  remain  at  Tzarfko-felo, 

^-  inftead 
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inftead  of  coming  to  town  as  ufual.  •  The  countefs 
Scheremctof  was  carried  oflf  by  that  diftemper  a  few 
days  before  flie  was  to  have  been  married  to  count 
Panin^  for  which  event  great  preparations  had  been 
made.  It  was  neither  poffible^  nor  was  it  material, 
to  afcertain  how  the  infection  penetrated  the  recefies 
of  the  court ;  but.  perfons  of  rank  and  fortune  were 
alarmed  that  neither  one  nor  the  other  afforded  any 
fecurity  againft  the  ravages  of  this  dreadful  difeafe. 
The  danger  to  which  her  majefty  and  the  grand 
duke  were  expofed,  together  with  her  majefty's 
zeal  for  the  welfare  of  her  fubje£b,  gave  rife  to  a 
propofal  for  introducing  the  practice  of  inoculation. 

The  firft  perfonages  in  the  empire  determined  to 
fet  the  example,  by  fubmitting  to  the  operadon ; 
and  a  refolution  was  accordingly  taken  by  the 
emprefs,  to  invite  a  phyficlan  from  England,  where 
inoculation  had  been  mod  pra£tifed,  and  was  gene-^ 
rally  allowed  to  have  received  fome  modem  and 
very  confiderable  improvements  *. 

AccordiQgly  Dr.  Thomas  Dimfdale,  about  the 
beginning  of  July  1768,  received  a  letter  at  Hert- 
ford  from  M.  Poufchin,  the  ruilian  minifter  at  the 
court  of  London,  reprefenting  that  the  emprefs> 
having  a  defire  to  engage  an  able  phyfidan  to  go 
to  St.  Pet^riburg,  in  order  to  introduce  inoculation, 
be  wifhed  to  fee  him  as  foon  as  poflible.     At  the 

*'  See  tra^s  on  inoculation^  written  and  publifhel  at  St.  Pe- 
teHburg  in  the  year  1768,  by  command  of  the  cmprefs  of  RoiEa, 
by  the  hon.  baron  T.  DimXdale,  1 7S  i . 

interview 


^^4  ^^^*  ^*  "^^^  Cty6d. 

interview  that  cnfued,  great  encouragements  wert 
held  out ;  but  the  doftor,  from  domeftic  confider^'* 
tionS)  at  firft  (hewed  fome  hefitation  ;  when  a  fecond 
courier  arriving,  and  fome  circumftances*  rendering 
it  apparent  that  the  emprefs  and  grand  duke  were 
immediately^  interefted  in  thi  application,  he  pre- 
pared for  his  journey  with  all  expedition>  and  accord^ 
ingly  fet  out  on  the  28th  of  July* 

Two  days  after  his  arrival  >  the  do&or,  in  confer 
quence  of  a  previous  notice,  waited  on  count  Panin, 
who,  after  the  ufual  falucations,  laid  to  him^ 
**  You  are  now  called,  fir,  to  the  moft  impor- 
^^  tant  employment  that  perhaps  any  gentleman 
•'  was  ever  entruftcd  with.  To  your  fldll  and  in- 
•*  tegrity  will  probably  be  fubmitted  no  lefs  than 
*'  the  precious  lives  of  two  of  the  greatcft  perfon- 
ages  in  the  world,  with  whofe  fafety  the  tranquil^ 
lity  and  happinefs  of  this  great  empire  are  (b 
**  intimately  connefted,  that  fliould  an  accident 
deprive  us  of  either,  the  bleflings  we  now  enjoy 
might  be  turned  to  the  utmofl  ftate  of  mifery 
•*  and  confufion.  May  God  avert  fuch  unfpeak* 
**  able  calamities !  But  the  hazard  of  the  infeftion 
•*  of  the  fmall-pox,  in  the  natural  way,  is  fo  threa- 
*'  tening,  that  we  are  compelled  to  have  recourfe 
**  to  the  expedient  of  inoculation ;  which,  though 
'^  fo  little  known  in  this  country,  has  been  adopted 
"  and  pradlifed  in  England  with  the  greateft  fuccefs. 
'*  We  have  phyficians  of  great  learning  and  abilities 
"  in  their  profeffion ;  but  not  being  experienced  in 
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*•  this  new  branch  of  praftice,  her  imperial  majefty 
*<  was  pleafed  to  lay  her  commands  upon  her  mini- 
*«  fters,  to  inquire  after  and  engage. a  perfon  of  the 
•'  beft  abilities  in  it,  and  whofe  fuccefs  had  been 
"  confirmed  by  long  praftice.  You  come  to  us 
•'  well  recommended  in  thefe  eflential  points ;  I 
*'  fhall  therefore  repofe  the  utmoft  confidence  in 
•*  you,  and  have  only  to  rcqueft  that  you  will  a^ 
*'  without  the  Icaft  refenre, 

"  As  to  the  refolution  of  the  emprefs  in  this 
*'  pardcular,  with  regard  to  herfelf,  I  muft  leave 
'''to  her  majefty  to  explain  her  own  fentiments ; 
"  but  with  refpeft  to  the  grand  duke,  he  is  already 
**  determined  on  the  operation,  provided  you  en- 
**  courage  it :  it  has  been  fubmitted  to  his  own 
*'  confideration ;  he  approves,  and  even  wifhes  it. 
I  have  therefore  to  requeft,  that  before  an  affair 
of  fo  great  confequencc  is  finally  fettled,  you 
*'  would  make  yourfelf  well  acquainted  with  his 
*'  conftitution  and  ftate  pf  health. 

*'  His  imperial  highnefs  knows  you  are  arrived, 
*'  expefts  to  fee  you,  and  invites  you  to  wait  on 
"  him  to-morrow.  I  can  venture  to  affure  you, 
that  he  will  be  eafy  of  accefs,  and  willing  to  be 
acquainted  with  you.  Be  with  him  as  much  as 
**  poflible  ;  fee  him  at  his  table,  and  at  his  amufe- 
**  ments ;  make  your  obfervations,  and,  in  fliort, 
*'  ftudy  his  conftitution.  Let  us  not  be  too  preci- 
"  pitate ;  but  when  every  circumftance  has  been 
^l  duly  attended  to,  report  your  opinion  freely,  and 
VOL,  I.  H  H  "  depend 
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^*  depend  on  this,  that  if  you  fhould  deem 
*<  operation  hazardous^  and  advife  againft  it,  we  (hiWZ 
•*  think  ourfelves  equally  obliged  to  you  ;  nor  wi 
^^  the  acknowledgments  oii  account  of  this  exp 
^'  dition  be  inferior  to  what  it  will  be  upon  t^^ 
"  utmoft  fuccefs." 

In  anfwer  to  this,  the  doGtor  aflured  the  counr 
that  he  would  in  every  refpeft  attend  to  his  intima*. 
tions,  and  that  he  might  depend  on  his  making  a 
juft  report. 

The  emprefs  came  to  town  that  evening,  and 
the  next  day  the  two  Dimfdales  were  prefented. 
On  this  occafion  there  were  only  prefent  witfi 
ier  majefty,  count  Panin  and  baron  Cherkaffof, 
prefident  of  the  college  of  medicine,  who  having 
been  educated  at  the  univerfity  of  Cambridge,  fpcke 
very  good  Engliih.  Catharine  fliewed  great  per- 
fplcacity  in  the  queflions  (he  put  concerning  the 
pradice  and  fuccefs  of  inoculation.  On  his  retiring, 
Dr.  Dimfdale  was  invited  to  dine  with  her  majefty 
the  fame  day ;  and  as  the  account  of  the  manners 
obferved  at  the  emprefs's  table  will  neither  be 
foreign  to  our  purpofe,  nor  unentertaining  to  the 
reader,  we  (hall  give  it  in  the  doftor's  own  words : 
"  The  emprefs  fat  fingly  at  the  upper  end  of  a 
long  table,  at  which  about  twelve  of  the  nobility 
were  guefts.  The  entertainment  confifted  of  a 
variety  of  excellent  difhes,  ferved  up  after  the 
french  manqer,  and  was  concluded  by  a  deflert  of 
the  fineft  fruits  and  fweetmeats,  fuch  as  I  little 
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expcfted  to  find  in  that  northern  climate.  Moft  of 
thefe  luxuries  were,  however,  the  produce  of  the 
cmprefs*s  own  dominions.  Pine-apples  indeed  are 
chiefly  imported  from  England,  though  thofe  of  the 
growth  of  Ruflia,  of  which  we  had  one  that  day, 
are  of  good  flavour,  but  generally  fmall.  Water- 
melons  and  grapes  are  brought  from  Aftrakhan; 
great  plenty  of  melons  from  Mofco,  and  apples  and 
pears  from  the  Ukraine. 

*'  But  what  enlivened  the  whole  entertaiment 
was  the  mod  unaftefted  eafe  and  affability  of  the 
emprefs  herfelf.  Each  of  her  guefts  Jiad  a  fliare 
of  her  attention  and  politenefs ;  the  converfatlon  was 
kept  up  with  a  freedom  and  cheerfulnefs  to  be  ex- 
pcfted  rather  from  perfons  of  the  fame  rank,  than 
from  fubjefts  admitted  to  the  honour  of  their 
fovereign's  company." 

On  the  following  day  another  converfation  with 
the  emprefs  enfutd,  in  which  I)r,  Dimfdale  requefted 
the  afliftance  of  the  court  phyficians,  to  whom  he 
ddired  to  communicate  every  propofed  regulation 
and  medicine ;  but  the  emprefs  would  by  no  means 
confent  to  any  fuch  confultation,  and  gave  her 
reafons  as  follows : 

^^  You  are  come  well  recommended  to  me  ;  the 
•*  converfation  I  have  had  with  you  on  this  fubjedt 
*'  has  been  very  fatisfaftory  j  and  my  confidence 
**,  in  you  is  increafed.  I  have  hot  the  leafl:  doubt 
**  of  your  abilities  and  knowledge  in  this  practice  ; 
**  it  is  impoflible  that  my  phyficians  can  have  much 

H  H  2  "  (kill 
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"  {kill  in  this  operation;   they  want  experience; 
**  their  interpofition  may  tend  to  embarrafs  you, 
without  the  leaft  probability  of  giving  any  ufeful 
afliftance.     My  life  is  my  own  ;  and  I  (hall  with 
the  utmoft  cheerfulnefs  and  confidence  rely  on 
your  care  alone.    With  regard  to  my  conftitution 
you  could  receive  no  information  from  them.    I 
have  had,  I  thank  God,  fo  good  a  ihare  of  healthi 
*'  that  their  advice  has  never  been  required  ;  and 
**  you  (hall,  from  myfelf,  receive  every  information 
^^  that  can  be  neceflary.     I  have  alfo  to  acquaint 
^^  you,  that  it  is  my  determination  to  be  inoculated 
"  before  the  grand  duke,  and  as  foon  as  you  judge  it 
**  convenient.     At  the  fame  time  1  defire  that  this 
*'  may  remain  a  fecret  bufinefs  ;  and  I  enjoin  you 
**  to  let  it  be  fuppofed  that,  for  the  prefent,  all 
*'  thoughts  of  my  own  inoculation  are'  laid  afide. 
The  preparation  of  this  great  experiment  on  the 
grand  duke  will  countenance  your  vifits  to  the 
*'  palace ;  and  I  defire  to  fee  you  as  often  as  it  may 
feem  neceflary,  that  you  may  become  ftill  better 
acquainted  with  what  relates  to  my  conftitution, 
and  alfo  for  adjufting  the  time  and  other  drcum- 
*^  ftances  of  my  own  inoculation/* 

He  promifed  obedience  to  her  majefty's  com- 
mands ;  and  only  propofed  that  fome  experiments 
might  firft  be  made  by  inoculating  forac  of  her  own 
fex  and  age,  and  as  near  as  could  be  of  fimilar  habit. 
The  emprefs  replied,  ''  that  i£  the  praftice  had  been 
**  novel,  or  the  leaft  doubt  of  the  general  fuccefs 
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'*  had  remained,  that  precaution  might  be  neceflary ; 
"  but,  as  fhe  was  wcll/atisfied  in  both  particulars, 
*'  there  would  be  no  .occafion  for  delay  on  any 
"  account." 

The  emprefs,  on  being  inoculated  privately,  went 
the  next  morning*  to  Tzarfko-felo.  At  firft  no  other 
perfons  were  there  but  the  neceflary  attendants,  it 
being  given  out  that  her  majcfty's  journey  was  only 
to  give  direftions  about  fome  alterations,  and  that 
her  ftay  would  be  fhort.  3ut  feveral  of  the  nobility 
foon  followed,  and  the  emprefs  obferving  among 
them  fome  whom  fhe  fufpefted  not  to  have  had 
the  fmall-pox,  faid  to  Dr.  Dimfdale :  "  I  muft  rely 
**  on  you  to  give  me  notice  when  it  is  poffible  for 
"  me  to  communicate  the  difeafe:  for,  though  I 
**  could  wifh  to  keep  my  inoculation  a  fecret,  yet 
**  far  be  it  from  me  to  conceal  it  a  moment,  when 
*•  it  may  become  hazardous  to  others.*'  The  em- 
prefs, during  this  interval,  took  part  in  every  amufe- 
ment  with  her  ufual  aflfability,  without  (hewing  the 
lead  token  of  uneafmefs  or  concern  ^  conftantly 
dined  at  the  fame  table  with  the  nobility,  and 
enlivened  the  whole  court  with  thofe  peculiar  graces 
of   converfation,  for  which   (he  was  ever  diftin- 

guifhcdf. 

The 

♦  On  the  12th  of  Odobcr. 

+  Shortly  after  being  inoculated  Catharine  wrote  to  Voltaire  : 
—  "  I  have  not  kept  my  bed  a  finglc  inflant,  and  I  have  I'eccived 
y  C9mpaDy  every  day.     I  am  about  to  hare  my  only  fon  inocu<« 

H  H  3  ,  •«  lated. 
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The  grand  duke  ibortly  after  *  f ubmitted  to'  tha 
operation ;  and,  on  his  recovery,  Catharine  rewarded 
the  fervices  of  Dr.  Dimfdale  by  creating  him  a 
baron  of  the  ruffian  emjHre,  and  appointing  bim 
;i£tual  counfellor  of  ftate  and  phyfician  to  her  im^ 
perial  majefty,  with  a  penfion  of  500K  a-year,  tobt 
paid  him  in  England ;  befides  iq^oooK  fterliog 
which  he  immediately  received  j  and  alfo  prefentcd 
him  with  a  miniature  pifture  of  herlelf,  and  another 
of  the  grand  duke,  as  a  memorial  of  his  ferviceSf 
Her  majefty  was  likewife  pleafed  to  ezprefs  her  ap^ 
probation  of  the  condud  of  his  fon,  by  conferring 
on  him  the  fame  title,  and  ordering  him  to  be  pre- 
fented  with  a  fuperb  gold  fnuff*bo^,  richly  let  with 
diamonds. 

The  examples  of  thefe  illuftrious  perfonages  bad 
fuch  immediate  influence,  that  mod  pf  tbe  Qpbility 

♦  On  the  I  ft  of  November. 


^«  latcd.  The  grind  mafter  of  artillery,  count  Oriof,  that  hero 
"  who  refembles  the  antient  Romans  in  the  beft  times  of  the 
*'  republic  (i),  both  in  courage  and  in  generofity,  doubting 
*<  whether  he  had  ever  had  the  fmall-pox,  has  put  himfelf  under 
?*  the  hands  of  our  Englifhraan ;  and  the  next  day  after  the 
**  operation,  went  to  the  hunt,  in  a  very  deep  fall  of  fnow.  A 
**  great  number  of  courtiers  have  followed  his  example,  and 
**  many  others  are  preparing  to  do  fo.  Befides  this,  inoculation 
'<  is  now  carried  on  at  Peterfburg,  in  three  fcminaries  of  educa- 
*'  tion,  and  in  an  hofpital,  eftablifhed  under  the  infpeftion  of 
V  M.  Dimfdak." 

(x\  Romans  I  -» the  Orlofs ! 

8  bo* 


I768.J  EMPRESS   CATHARINE   II.  47I 

both  of  St.  Peterfburg  and  Mofco  were  impatient 
to  have  their  families  inoculated.  This  bufinefs 
being  happily  accomplifhed,  baron  Dimfdale  was 
preparing  to  return  to  England,  and  indeed  was  jufl 
fetting  out,  when  a  nobleman  came  to  inform  him 
that  the  emprefs  was  defirous  of  feeing  him.  The 
baron  was  much  concerned  to  find  her  with  every 
fymptom  of  a  pleuretic  fever,  and  therefore  at  her 
defire  again  took  up  his  refidence  in  the  palace. 
The  fymptoms  increafed;  but,  upon  being  bled, 
her  majefty  received  immediate  relief,  and  in  a  fliort 
time  the  moil  alarming  fymptoms  abated* '  So  fooa 
as  the  emprefs  was  recovered,  which  was  in  about 
three  weeks,  the  baron  again  prepared  for  his 
journey  to  England.  Having  taken  his  leave,  a^d 
received  farther  proofs  of  the  munificence  of  her 
imperial  majefty,  the  baron  was  attended  to  Riga  by 
an  officer  commiffioned  to  fee  that  every  neceflary 
accommodation  ihould  be  provided,  in  the  fame 
manner  as  at  his  firft  arrival  in  the  country  *. 

On  the  3d  of  December  1768,  a  thankfgiving 
fervice  was  performed  in  ^  the  chapel  of  the  palace, 
on  account  of  her  majefty's  recovery  and  that  of  the 
grand  duke  from  the  fmall-pox.  The  ceremony 
was  very  fol^mn  and  magnificent.    On  each  fide 

*  Before  baron  Dimfdale  took  hU  departure  from  St.  Peterf- 
burg, the  emprefs  purchafed  the  houfe  that  had  been  buUt  by 
baron  Wolf,  formerly  l>ritiih  conful  in  that  city,  for  the  purpofe 
of  converting  it  into  an  inoculation  hofpital,  which  ,ihe  accord- 
ingly did,  and  the  infUtntion  if  ftiU  fupported. 
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of  the  imperial  chapel,  which  is  a  lofty  and  fpadous 
room  in  the  winter  palace,  is  a  row  of  gilt  ionic 
columns.  The  walls  are  covered  with  taudry  and 
ill-executed  pictures  of  ruffian  faints.  On  the  roof, 
over  the  catapetafma  and  holy  doors,  .is  a  repre- 
fentation  of  the  Supreme  Being,  under  the  figure 
of  an  old  man  in  white  raiment.  Within  a  railing  . 
that  extends  acrofs  the  room,  and  contiguous  to  the 
pillar  neareft  to  the  holy  doors,  on  the  fouth  fide, 
flood  the  emprefs  and  her  fon ;  for,  by  the  greek 
rituaU  no  perfon  is  allowed  to  fit  in  church :  accord- 
ingly thcns  are  no  feats,  not  even  for  the  ibvereign, 
who  always  ftands  during  the  whole  fervice  under 
a  canopy,  when  not  making  the  ufual  proftrations* 
In  ch&  fame  area,  and  on  both  fides  of  the  fanduary, 
were  choriflers,  gaudily  appareled.  All  the  reft 
of  the  congregation  flood  on  the  outfide  of  the 
baluftrade. 

The  ceremony  opened  with  folemn  vocal  mufic, 
no  other  being  admiffible  in  the  greek  church  j  to 
this  fucceeded  the  prayers  and  ejaculations,  which 
conftituted  the  firft  part  of  the  office.  Prefently  , 
the  folding  doors  of  the  holieft  were  opened  fi-om 
within,  and  difplayed  to  view  the  penetralia  of  the 
temple.  Direclly  oppofite  appeared  a  large  pifture 
of  I  he  defceiit  from  the  crofs  ;  on  each  fide  a  gilt 
colonnade  of  the  ionic  order :  in  the  middle  of  an 
altar  covered  with  golden  tiflue ;  and  on  the  altar 
a  crucifix,  a  three- armed  candleftick,  with  lighted 
tapers,  emblem  of  the  trinity,  and  chalices,  flagons, 
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patens,  and  other  holy  vcffels.  A  number  of 
venerable  priefts  with  hoary  heads  and  flowing 
beards,  wearing  mitres,  ftudded  with  precious  (tones 
of  every  colour,  and  coftly  robes  of  fi!k  and  damalk, 
ftood  in  folemn  attitudes^  among  the  columns  of 
this  gorgeous  fanftuary. 

From  the  adytum,  or  inmoft  recefa^  with  flow  and 
folemn  fteps,  advanced  a  priefl:,  bearing  in  his  hand 
a  two-branched  candleAick  with  lighted  tapers, 
lignificant  of  the  hypoftatic  union  of  the  two  natures^ 
of  the  Son  of  God.  He  was  followed  in  like  manner 
by  another,  reciting  prayers  as  he  moved  along,  and 
fwinging  a  cenfer  fmoking  with  fragrant  odours. 
Advancing  towards  her  majefty,  he  waved  the 
cenfer  thrice  before  her,  during  which  flie  feveral 
times  gracefully  bowed,  and  as  often  made  the  flgii: 
of  the  crofs  upon  her  breaft.  A  third  priefl:  fuc-i 
ceeded  him,  bearing  on  his  arms  the  volume  of  the 
gofpel }  out  of  which  hjiving  read  fome  paflages 
adapted  to  the  occafion,  he  prefented  it  to  the 
cmprefs,  who  kiflfed  it  with  great  devotion. 

The  prieflis  then  retired  :  the  folding  doors  of  the 
fanftuary  were  clofed:  the  chorifters  fung  an  anthem, 
and  were  anfwered  by  mufical  voices  from  within. 
The  intonations  were  deep  and  fublime.  In  a  few 
minutes  the  folding  doors  again  flew  open ;  the 
ceremonies  of  the  tapers  and  incenfe  were  repeated. 
Two  priefts  advanced,  bearing  the  facred  fymbols, 
the  bread  and  wine  of  the  holy  eucharift,  veiled  with 
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cloth, of  gold.  Having  adminiftered  this*,  they 
retired.  The  doors  were  clofed^  and  the  choral 
harmony  began  afrefli. 

The  doors  were  opened,  and  the  fame  ceremonies 
a  third  time  repeated.  After  this  the  metropolitan 
afcended  the  pulpit  againll  a  column  opposite  to  the 
emprefs,  and  delivered  a.  difcourfe:  in  which  he 
celebrated  her  refolution  and  magnanimity ;  and  in 
the  courfe  of  his  fermon  remarked,  ^'  that  the 
^  Ruilians  had  borrowed  ailiftance  from  Britain, 
«^  that  ifland  famed  for  wifdom,  bravery,  and  virtue." 
The  fermon  ended,  feveral  priefts  came  from  the 
recefs;  and  concluded  the  fervice  with  prayers  and 
benediftions. 

The  fenate  decreed  that  the  event  of  the  reco* 
Tery  after  inoculation  of  the  fovereign  and  his 
imperial  highnefs  ihould  be  folcmoized  by  an  an* 
niverlary  feftival,  which  has  been  regularly  obferved 
ever  fince. 

•  In  the  greek  church  the    bread  and  wine  arc  mixed  up 
together,  and  adminiftered  with  a  fpooa. 
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tucceffien  of  the  Sovereigns  of  Russia,  Grand 
Princes  or  Grand  Dukes,  Tzars,  and  afierwards 
Emperors;  Patriarchs, Archbishops, Bishops, 
Uc. 

Rurih        ,....•  6369        861 

JgoTy  his  foD,    at  firft  under  the  regency  of  his 

uncle  Oleg         -  -  .  .  6386       878 

Svetojlaf  fon,  Hrft  under  the  regency  of  hit  mo- 
ther Olga^  who  cn^braced  chriftianity.  Kief 
was  at  this  time  the  refidence  or  capital  -    6453       945 

TaropoU,  fdh  of  the  grand  duke  -  6480       971 

yiadimlrt  brother,  firft  chriflian  prince,  and  apofile 

of  his  nation  ...  6488       989 

Tf^ro/lqf,  fon  of  the  grand  duke  at  Kief:  his 
brothers  liave  appanages :  thence  the  different 
dukedoms  .... 

ffiaflqft  fon  -  -  -  - 

yfevohdy  brother  -  .  . 

fiwUopoUt^  fon  of  the  grand  duke  i^iailaf 

yhd'imr  II.  brother  of  Vf(Svolod  «• 

MMaf. 


65*3 

IOI5 

656a 

1054 

6586 

1078 

6601 

i«»93 

662a 

1114 

t-^.  • 
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Mfitflaf^  fon  -  -  .  -  6633     1 125 

TaropoHy  brdiher  ...  6640     1132 

Fiotcheflaf^  brother,  abdicates        -  -  6646     1 1 38 

Vfevolod  II.   great  grandfun  of  the  grand  duke 

Yaroflaf  ...  - 

^^/II.  fonofMftiflaf  -  -  6654     1146 

/?^^/j^,  brother  of  Vfevolod  II.  -  6662     1154 

IJtaJlaf  III.  fon  of  David,  and  ^eat  grandfon 

of  Yaroflaf  •        -    • 

Turi^  or  Igor^  or  George ,  fourth  fon  of  the  grand 

duke  Vladimir  II.     He  built  Mofco :  his  fuc- 

cefTors  leave  Kief,  and  refide  at  Vladimir  6663     1155 

Michael,  fon,  governs  with  his  brother  Andrew, 

and  after  his  death  alone  -  -  666$     1 157 

V/fvolod  III.  brother        ...  662^$     1177 

Igor,  or  George  II.  fon.     Conftantine  his  brother 

during  two  years  -  -  -  6721     1 2 13 

Taro/Iqfll.  brother,  in  fubjedion  to  the  Tartars, 

as  the  following  ... 

Si.'J^jfonder  Nefsiy,  fon 
Tarojlaf  \\\.  brother  ^     - 

VqlfiTif  or  Bi^U  brother 
Dmitrif  or  Demetrius^  brother.     His  brother  An- 

drew  fct  up  by  the  Tartars  -  -  6785     1277 

Danielf   fourth  brother :   fince  whom  the  grand 

dukes  refide  at  Mofco 
Igorf  or  Georgey  fon,  dcpofed 
Michael f  fon  of  Yaroflaf  III. 
Vafsli,  or  Bafil  II.  brother 
Igor,  re-eftabliflied  .  •  - 

Ivafiy  or  jfohn,  brother 
Simeon^  fon  -  - 

Ivan  II.  brother  -  -  - 

Demetrius  II.  fon.     Demetrius,  his  relation,  fct 

up  by  the  Tartars,  two  ytars 
Fajili,  ovBafil  III.  fon 


6746 

"3* 

6753 

"45 

6771 

"65 

6778 

1270 

6802 

1294 

6810 

1302 

6813 

1305 

6828 

1320 

6833 

1325 

6836 

1328 

6848 

1340 

6861 

135s 

6867 

'359 

6897 

«S«9 
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Fq/prt  IV.  fon.     Igor,  his  uncle,  ufurps 

Ivan  III.  fon.      The  famous  Ivan  Vaffillievitch 

who  threw  oflF  the  yoke  of  the  Tartars 
VaJiR  V.  fon 
Ivan  IV.  fon,  furnamed  the  tyrant,  aifumes  the 

title  of  tzar         .... 
Feodor^  or  Theodore,  fon;    the  laft  of  the  race 

of  Rurik  .... 

The  following  are  of  different  families : 

Borice  Godunof  .  •  « 

Feodor  II,  fon  ... 

Gregory  Jtrepief^  falfely  calling  himfdf  Deme- 
trius, brother  of  Feodor  I.         -  -      . 

Fajpn  Zui/ki  (or  Bafd  VI.)  elefted 

Vladtjlaut  of  Poland,  elcdlcd,  afterwards  rejefted 

MichaeU  of  the  family  Romanof  (ftill  reigning) 
elcacd  .... 

Alexey,  or  Alexius^  fon 

Feodor y  or  Theodore  III.  fon 

Ivan  V.  and  Peter y  brothers,  together 

Peter  alone,  afterwards  ftyled,  the  Great,  emperor 

Rullians  ceafe  to  reckon  by  the  year  of  the  world. 
Catharine^  widow  of  Peter 
Peter  II.  grandfon  of  Peter  the  great 
Anne,  daughter  of  Ivan 
Ivan  VI,  grandfon  of  Ivan 

Elizabeth  Petrovna,  or  daughter  of  Peter  the  great 
Peter  III.  nephew,  depofcd 
Catharine  II.  his  widow 
PauL  fon  -  -  .  -  . 

/ 

Before  the  great  reformation  made  by  Peter  I.  both  in  church 

and  ftate,  the  ruffian  ccclcfiaftics  lived  in  the  mod  confummate 

indolence  and  liccntloufn^fs,  maintaining,  at  the  fame  tinte,  an 

unlimited  authority  over  the  people.     All  matters  of  controverfy 

were  prohibited  them  under  pain  of  death.     Public  inflru6lion 

wail 
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143J 

6970 
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7014 
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1534 
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X584 
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1598 
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1605 

7 1 14 

1606 

7118 

I6IO 

7121 

I6I3 

7153 

1645 

7184 

1676 

7190 

1682 

7204 

1696 

I72J 
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1727 

» 

1730 
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1740 

I  741 

• 

1762 

» 

176a 

• 
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was  giytn  but  twice  in  the  year  to  the  people;  and  that  eon^ 
Med  only  of  a  portion  of  fome  homily  tranflated  from  one  of 
the  greek  i&thera. 

The  hiennrchy  coniifted  of  the  patriarch,  who  was  the  next 
in  dignity  and  authority  to  the  tzar,  and  always  refided  in  the 
city  of  Mofco ;  of  four  metropolitans,  feven  archbifhopSi  and 
l^t  one  bifhop :  the  other  clergy  were  archdeacons,  proto- 
popesi  and  popes  or  pnefts. 

The  patriarchs  of  Ruflia  were  : 

^0^9  eftablifhed  by  Jeremiah  of  Conftantinople,  in    1588. 


Ignathuf  placed  by  the  falfe  Demetrius 

- 

1605. 

Hermogetuj,  after  the  expuHion  of  Ignatius 

- 

1606. 

PbUareta,  father  of  the  tzar  Michael 

- 

1615. 

Joafapb 

- 

- 

1634. 

Jofeph 

- 

- 

1641. 

Nkotif  depofed  afterwards. 

in  a  full  fynody 

for  am- 

bition  and  turbulency 

- 

- 

1660. 

jfoafaph            - 

- 

• 

1667. 

Pityroun,  or  Pefiertm^ 

- 

- 

1675. 

Joacbim 

- 

- 

i68o« 

Adrian 

1 

- 

1684. 

Since  whofe  death,  in  1705,  there  has  been  no  patriarch. 

The  patnarch  was  abfolute  judge  in  all  ecclefiaftical  affairs : 
he  had  the  power  of  taking  what  fteps  he  picafed  towards  the 
reformation  of  manners,  and  to  condemn  capitally  fuch  as  he 
judged  guilty  of  profligacy,  or  of  violating  the  moral  order.  Hit 
fentences  were  executed  with  the  quickcfl  difpatch ;  and  fuch  as 
appealed  to  his  tribunal  could  not  be  cited  to  that  of  the  fovereign. 
They  had  fomctimcs  even  ilrugglcd  with  the  authority  of  the 
throne.  Nicon  openly  oppofed  its  power  *  ;  and  Joachim  en- 
deavoured to  undermine  it  by  artifice  and  fraud. 

On 

*  The  patriarch  Nlcon,  whom  the  monks  regard  as  a  faint,  and  who  filled 
the  patriarchate  in  the  time  of  Alexey  Mikhailovitch,  the  father  of  Peter  the 
^eat,  wanted  to  raife  his  ;chair  above  the  imperial  throne  ;  he  not  only  claimed 
(AC  right  of  fitting  in-the  fenate  by  the  fide  of  the  tzar^  but  be  pretended  that 

Bcither 
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On  Palm  Sunday)  which  if  a  great  day  in  Ruflia,  the  patri* 
crchy  mounted  on  a  horfe,  reprefented  our  Saviour  riding  into 
Jerufalem.  The  tzar  ufed  to  go  from  the  caftle,  with  the  pa« 
triarchy  to  the  church  which  is  called  Jerufalem.  After  a  num* 
ber  of  people,  whofe  bufinef^  it  was  to  de^n  the  way,  followed  a 
very  large  chariot  drawn  by  fix  horfes^  in  the  manner  of  a  pageant ; 
in  this  chariot  was  placed  a  tree^  with  apples,  grapes,  and  figS' 
tied  upon  its  branches,  and  a  number  of  boys  abbut  it,  with  greea 
twigs  and  boughs  in  their  hands.  All  the  boyars  and  nobility 
of  the  court  attended  this  magnificent  ceremony,  and  joined  in 
the  exclamation  of  *'  Hofannab  to  the  Son  of  David!  BleffeJ  U 
<<  he  that  comet  in  the  name  qfthi  Lord!  Ho/annuh'm  the  high^  P* 
as  the  patriarch  moved  along,  clothed  all  in  white.  The  tzar^ 
fupported  by  two  boyars,  and  with  the  imperial  diadem  on  his 
heady  led  the  horfe  by  the  bndle,  which  was  three  or  four  yards 
in  length.  The  patriarch  wore  on  his  head  the  great  patriarchal 
infula  or  mitre,  richly  fet  with  jewels.  In  his  right  hand  he  held 
a  crofs  of  gold,  embclliihed  with  a  profufion  of  diamonds,  and 
other  precious  flones,  with  which  he  made  the  fign  of  the  crofs 
over  the  multitude  that  thronged  about  him  with  great  reve- 
rence and  devotion,  expreffed  by  genufledlions  and  proftrations* 
The  horfe  on  which  he  fat  was  adorned  with  fplendid  trappings 
and  the  richcft  caparifons ;  but  difguifcd,  fo  as  to  bear  fomewhat 
of  the  refemblance  of  an  afs.  On  each  fide  of  the  patriarch  went 
feveral  bifhops  on  foot,  clothed  all  in  white,  and  holding  thuriUes 
in  their  hands.  The  pidures  of  faints,  the  chalice,  books,  bells» 
tapers,  and  other  things  ufed  at  mafs,  as  well  as  the  reft  of  the 
church  ornaments,  were  borne  by  the  fuperior  clergy,  fome  of 


neither  war  nor  peace  could  be  made  without  his  coofent.  His  authority,  fup« 
ported  by  his  riches  and  his  intrigues,  by  the  clergy  and  by  the  people,  held  his 
Diafter  in  a  kind  of  fubjedlion.  He  dared  to  excommunicate  certain  fenators 
who  oppofcd  hit  exceflcs.  In  fliort,  Alexius,  being  fenlible  chat  he  was  not 
powerful  enough  to  depofe  the  parriirch  by  his  fole  authority,  wis  obliged  to 
cunvokc  a  fynod  of  all  the  bifhops.  He  was  accufed  to  them  of  having  re- 
ceived money  of  the  Poles ;  he  was  depofed  ;  be  was  confined  for  the  reft  of  his 
ii.iys  in  a  cioifter,  and  the  preKttcs  choie  mother  patriirck. 

whom 
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whom  alfo  earned  the  confecrated  banneri  of  the  (aintf  •  The 
wiy  from  the  palace  to  the  Crefcent  was  all  laid  with  Icarlet 
doth.  At  this  place  it  was  that  the  patriarch  ufed  firft  to  take 
horfe.  He  found  it  tied  to  a  pale,  and  fent  two  of  the  hifhopg  to 
untie  it»  and  bring  it  to  him.  As  the  proceffion  pafled  along^ 
ibme  of  the  people  pulled  off  their  upper  garments,  and  fpread 
them  in  the  road  ;\  others,  who  had  more  piety,  purchafed  cloths 
and  filks,  of  feverid  yards  in  lengths,  on  purpofis ;  and  the  reft, 
who  had  but  little  covering,  and  no  money,  contented  themfelTca 
with  cutting  branches  and  boughs  from  the  birch-trees,  and 
ftrewed  them  in  the  way. 

Thus  they  proceeded  to  the  beforementioned  church  ;  where 
having  ftayed  above  half  an  hour,  they  returned  in  the  fame 
order,  till  they  came  to  a  fort  of  ilage  or  platform,  where  the 
patriarch  p^efented  the  tzar  and  the  principal  boyars  with  palm 
twigs  ;  after  which  he  took  off  the  tzar's  crown,  and  laid  it  in  a 
filver  di(h»  and  then  gave  him  the  diamond  crofs  to  kifs.  This 
being  done  by  the  tzar  with  a  very  profound  reverence,  the  pa- 
triarch lifted  up  the  crofs,  and  waved  it  aloft  on  different  fides, 
firft  towards  thofe  upon  the  platform,  and  then  towards  the  people 
in  general,  who  at  that  inftant  proftrated  themfelves  flat  upon  the 
grround.  The  whole  ceremony  was  concluded  by  finging  a  num- 
ber of  hymns ;  and  the  patriarch,  as  an  acknowledgment  to  the 
fovereign  for  leading  his  horfe,  prefented  him  with  a  purfe  of 
300  rubles. 

We  have  been  thus  explicit  on  this  ceremony,  that  the  reader 
may  be  the  better  able  to  judge  of  the  magnificence  and  autho- 
rity of  the  patriarchs  during  their  exiftcnce.  The  above  ac- 
count was  had  from  a  gentleman  whofe  anceftor  related  it  to  his 
father,  as  one  that  he  was  prcfent  at  in  the  patriarchate  of 
Joafaph. 

Peter  the  great  abolifhed  this  dignity,  and  cftabllfhed  a  per- 
petual fynod  for  all  declfion  in  matters  of  religion.  This  fynod 
is  compofed  of  a  prefident,  which  the  tzar  feems  to  have  intended 
to  fill  himfelf,  as  he  never  appointed  any  one  to  that  dignity ;  a 
vice-prcfident,  who  muft  be  an  archblfhop  (at  prcfent  the  arch- 

bilhop 
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Viihop  of  Mofco) ;  fix  counfellor8>  who  are  bilhops;  and  of  fix 
archimandrites  *  J  who  have  the  quality  of  afrtflbrs* 

Upon  the  prefent  eftablifhmenti  there  are  in  Ruflia>  threa  me- 
tropoUtansy  feven  art:hbi/hops>  and  eighteen  independent  bilhopt : 

Mofco  and  Kahjga,  metropolitan. 

Novgorod  and  St.  Feterfburg,  metropolitan^ 

Kiefy  metropolitan  f . 

Pfcove  and  Riga^  archbiihop. 

Tver  and  Ka(hin>  arehbifhoty. 

Rodof  and  Yaroflavl,  archbifhop. 

Mohilefy  Mftifiavl>  and  Oriha,  archbifliop. 

Kazan  and  Saviafhik«  archbiihop. 

Aftrakhan  and  Stavropoly  archbi(hop« 

Ekatarinoflif,  Kherfon>  and  Taurida^  arcbbifliopf  • 

Archangel  and  01onetz»  bifiiop. 

Vologda  and  Velikoy  Ufliug^  bi(hop, 

Koftroma  and  Galitchy  bifiiop. 

Viatka  and  Velikaya  Perme,  bifhop* 

ToboUk  and  Siberia^  bifhop. 

Smolenfk  and  Dorogobuifh,  biihop« 

Tchemigof  and  Niejin,  biihop. 

Novgorod-Sieverfkoys  and  Glukhof*  biihop. 

Bielgorod  and  Kurfk>  bifhop. 

Orel  and  Sievfk,  bifhop. 

Krutitzi,  bifhop. 

Kolomna  and  Tula,  bifiiop. 

Riazan  and  Shatflcy  bifiiop. 

Sufdal  and  Vladimir,  bifiiopu 

Nifiiney-Novgorod  and  Alatyr,  bifiiop. 

Tambof  and  Penza>  bifiiop. 

Voroaetchy  bifiiop. 

Irkutfic  and  Nertchinfic,  bifiiop. 

^  Archimandrite,  in  the  greek  church,  is  much  the  fame  thing  ns  bifliop  i^ 
others  hriftian  churchei. 

f  This  metropolitan  hai  a  coadjutor,  who  lives  in  the  tovn  of  Slutik,  be- 
yond the  ftonticr,  and  has  the  direAion  of  the  greek  clergy  reftding  in  Poland. 

{  He  is  alfo  vicar  of  the  ezarchy  of  Moldavia  and  Valakhia, 
vol..  1.  II  The 
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The  biibops  enjoy  in  tbeir  diocefes  the  iame  ri^^  and  pm 
tHeges  as  the  archbifliops.  Thefe  diocefesy  which  are  calkd 
cparchief  ^  have  each  iu  peculiar  confiftoryt  and  for  the  moft  part 
a  feminary  for  the  inilruftion  of  ecclefiaftics.  The  number  of 
religiou5  houfef  may  amount  to  960,  whereof  tbofe  for  nuns 
compofe  a  fourth  part.  The  greek  churches  are  reckoned  at 
about  18935O1  and  the  whole  number  of  ecclefiaftics  is  calculated 
at  67,900. 

Several  of  the  biihops  had  formerly  the  hpnoory  title  of  ardi- 
bifhops. 

Before  the  ere6lioi\  of  the  patriarchate,  the  chief  of  the  clergy 
was  called  metropolitan »  and  had  hiarc(idcnce  firft  at  Kief,  after- 
wards at  Vladimir,  and  finally  at  Mofco.  As  the  lift  of  them 
all  is  not  very  long,  wc  ihall  infert  it  from  the  chronick ; 


AT  KIEF. 

Michael  Synttf  fent  by 
the  patriarch  of  Con- 
ftantinople  to  be  head 
of  the  clergy,  in       -      98B 
Leonteif  or  Leon      •      -      992 
Ivan  I.      •        «  •     1008 

Igor  Niiephor     -         -     1038 
Theopentus  ...     1048 

HUarion       -        -       •     1051 
Igor  11,     -         -  -     107 1 

Ivan  11.      •         -         -     1076 
The  three  laft  were  Ruilians, 
and    were    chofen    by  the 
clergy. 
Ivan  III.  -  -     1077 

Ephraim        -        -      -     1078 
He  receited  the  bttU  from  pope 
Urban  II.  for  the  feaft  of  the 
tranilation  of  St.  Nicholas. 


Nfieph&r  II  -        ^ 

Nihta  -  - 
Michael  -  *  - 
Cyril  -  -  - 
Clemeni  .  •  • 
He  was  ordained  in  Ruffia,  on 
account  of  the  revival  of  the 
fchifoi  of  the  Greeks. 


1103 

1131 
1142 

1 161 

1 165 


Conflantine 

Theodore 

Ivan  IV.       -  -      - 

Nik^hor  Ml.  .       . 

Matthias      -  •      • 

Cyril  11,         -  .       - 

Jofeph  of  Nicza  - 

CyrUUl. 

Maxime       .  «       . 

AT  VLADIMIR. 

Peter^     the       wonder- 
worker       «  •    1308 


1176 

1182 
1191 
1195 
1226 
1238 
1248 
1252 
J  283 


At 
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1328 

1353 

1373 
1376 

1378 
140^ 


AT  irOICO. 

jttexiuif  the  wonder- 
worker 

ZofimtUi  or  Ttmin 

Cyrii  IV. 

Cyprian       •        *      * 

Pbodut        -        -       - 

Re  wa9  depofed  by  a 
party  of  Rtiillanf,  on 
account  df  his  zeal 
for  the  fchifmy  in     - 

(fidbre        ... 

Rejoins  the  latin  church 
at  the  council  of  Flo- 
rence»  and  is  depofed 
in  Ruffia,  on  hia  re« 
turn,  in 

The  fchifm   is   thenceforward 
fixed  and  total* 


1438 


-    t44l 


Jonas^  or  Jonathan 

Theodofion 

Philip  I.       .        • 

Hieronti        • 

Zq/tmus  II. 

Sim9n  • 

VarlaoM         t 

Daniel 

jQfipb 

Matarion 

Aihanajius       * 

Phittpll. 

Cyril  V.       - 

jintbtmy  * 

At  his  death,  ^oi 
pointed  patriarch, 
the  fucce£E6n  und 
title  has  been  giv 


4831 

1448 
1460 
1468 

H73 
1489 

1492 

1511 

1522 

1539 
1541 

1564 

1566 

1568 

1570 

was    ap* 

1588: 

which 

in  the 


former  part  of  this  article* 


mmtkatmmti 
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i%e   ORDiifANCB,    o#*     UiCASB>    wbich    rttiJitted   PEtER  Jo 
dear  atjirjl  to  thit  Russian  Nobility ,  ran  as  follow j  f 

We  Peter  III.  &c. 
THE  troubles  and  inconT'eniences  elperienced  by  the  wife  fo- 
tereign  our  late  dear  grandfire,  Peter  the  great,  of  immortal 
memory,  in  his  endeavours  for  the  good  of  his  country,  and  for 
jsrocuring  his  fubjedts  a  competent  knowledge  as  well  in  military 
difcipline,  as  in  ciTil  and  political  affairs,  are  known  to  all 
Europe,  and  the  greater  part  of  the  globe. 

In  the  attainment  of  this  end,  he  found  it  neceffary  to  begin 
by  convincing  the  ruffian  nobility,  which  is  the  firft  body  of  the 

1 1  2  flate, 
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(late,  of  the  immenfe  advantages  pofTeffed  by  the  nations  vet! 
verfed  in  the  fciences  and  the  ariSy  over  thofe  people  who  coii« 
tinue  benighted  in  ignorance  and  doth.  The  (late  of  things  at 
that  time  impe^-ioufly  demanded  that  he  (hould  oblige  his  nobility 
to  enter  the  mih'tary  fcrvice  and  engage  in  civil  fundiops ;  that 
he  (hould  fend  them  to  travel  into  foreign  countries^  that  they 
might  get  a  tincture  of  the  ufeful  arts  and  fciences,  and  therefore 
he  eflablifhed  in  his  own  country  fchoolsand  academies,  that  th« 
feeds  of  thefe  his  falutary  regulations  might  be  cherifhed  in  tlielr 
grow  thy  and  more  fpeedily  matured.  The  nobility  had  the  lefs 
reafon  to  complain  of  the  conflraint  thus  laid  upon  them,  as,  inde- 
pendentfy  of  the  utility  both  public  and  private  that  naturally 
refulted  from  it,  it  was  their  duty  to  concur  with  the  wiihes  of 
an  emperor  to  whom  they  were  under  fo  many  obligations. 

The  execution  of  thefe  projeds  feemed  at  iirfl  to  be  attended 
with  the  utmoft  difiSculty.  They  were  intolerable  to  the  nobility, 
who  faw  themfelves  obliged  to  abandon  a  foft  and  indolent  life, 
to  quit  their  dwellings,  to  ferve  in  war  and  in  peace,  and  to 
enrol  their  children  for  future  fervices.  Several  raembars  of  their 
body  withdrew  from  the  fcrvice,  and  were  therefore  deprived  of 
their  edates,  which  were  confifcated,  and  that  for  the  beft  of 
reafons.  They  rendered  themfelves  criminail  towards  their 
country,  which  they  bafely  defcrtcd. 

Thefe  excellent  ordinances,  though  at  the  beginning  infepara- 
ble  from  certain  methods  of  conflraint,  have  ferved  as  a  model  to 
all  the  fucctflbrs  of  Peter  the  great,  and  cfpccially  to  our  dear 
aunt  the  emprcfs  Eh'zabeth  Petrovna,  of  glorious  memory;  who 
determined  to  follow  the  example  of  her  father,  encouraged,  by 
a  fpcclal  protcdion,  the  advancement  of  the  arts  and  fcicnccs. 
Of  this  we  are  now  reaping  the  fruits ;  and  every  impartial 
man  will  agree  that  they  are  confidcrable.  Manners  have  been 
improved  ;  minds  indifferent  to  the  happincfs  of  the  country 
have  been  roufed  from  their  fatal  lethargy,  and  have  habituated 
themfelves  to  reflect  on  the  public  welfare ;  zeal  in  the  fervice 
\b  augmented  ;  generals,  already  valiant,  arc  become  experienced  ;. 
inlelligrnt    minillers;    enlightened    maglftrates;    in    a    word, 

patriolifm> 
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patriotifm>  love  and  attachment  to  our  perfon,  adivity  in  all 
•fficcs  and  pofts,  and  every  generous  fentimenty  are  now  the 
happy  lot  of  the  ruffian  nation.  —  For  all  thefe  reafons,  we  have 
jnldged  it  to  be  no  longer  neceffary  to  compel  into  the  fervice^  as 
hitherto  has  been  the  praflicet  the  nobility  of  our  empire. 

In  confideration  whereofy  in  virtue  of  the  full  power  to  us 
granted  by  God^  and  of  onr  imperial  efpecial  grace,  we  grant 
to  the  ruffian  nobility,  frpm  this  moment  and  for  ever,  in  the 
name  of  all  our  fuccefTors^  permi£Eon  to  take  fervice  in  our 
einpire,  as  well  as  in  all  thofe  of  the  european  powers  in  alliance 
with  us ;  and  to  this  end  we  have  ^vea  the  following  ordinance 
as  a  fundamental  law,  &c» 

[Then  follow  nine  articles  concerning  the  terms  on  which 
liberty  of  refignation,  of  travelling  abroad,  of  entering  the 
fprvice,   &c.  may  be  afked  for  and  granted  :  coficloding  thus :  j 

Granting  as  we  do,  gracloudy  and  to  perpetuity,  to  our 
nobility  this  franchife,  making  it  a  fundamental  aqd  unalterable 
law,  we  promife  them  equally  on  our  imperial  word,  and  In  the 
mod  folemn  manner,  to  obferve  the  prefent  ordinance  facredly 
and  irrevocably,  in  all  its  tenor,  and  to  maintain  the  prerogatives 
therein  expreffed. «—  Our  fuccefFors  on  the  throne  ought  not  to 
alter  it  in  any  manner.  The  execution  of  our  faid  ordinance  bein^ 
the  principal  fupport  of  the  imperial  throne,  we  hope  that  from 
gratitude  for  this  benefit,  the  ruffian  nobility  will  ferve  us  faith- 
fully and  zealoufly;  and  that,  inflead  of  withdrawing  from 
our  fervice,  will  enter  it  with  eagemefs,  and  that  they 
will  carefully  educate  their  children. — We  therefore  command 
all  our  faithful  fubjeds  and  true  fons  of  the  country,  to  defpife 
and  avoid  thofe  who  have  walled  their  time  in  idlenefs,  and  who 
have  not  educated  their  children  in  the  ufeful  fciences,  as  people 
who  have  never  had  the  public  good  at  heart,  who  (hall  have  np 
accefs  to  our  court,  nor  be  admitted  to  the  public  affcmblic^ 
ai)d  the  national  feflivities. 

Given  at  St.  Pctcrfburg,  Feb.  18,  1762. 
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No-HL 
Papers  relating  to  tie  r^-eftablifiment  ^  Pbagb. 

Declaration  Je&vered  hy  order  of  Fet^k  III.  EMPBROit 
^  Ru8S|Ay  to  the  Imperial,  Frbvch,  mI  Swidisn 
idh^yiars  refiiSng  ai  St.  Petersburg. 

^IS  imperial  inajefty,  whoy  upon  hlf  Happy  acceffion  to  the 
throng  of  his  a^^ceflon,  looks  upon  it  tq  be  his  principal  duty 
to  extend  land  augment  the  welfare  of  h>*  fubjefb*  fees  with 
extreme  regret,  that  the  flames  of  the  pre(ent  war»  which 
\a»  already  continued  for  fix  years,  and  has  been  for  a  long  time 
burthenfome  to  all  the  powers  engaged  in  it,  hr  from  tending 
now  to  a  condufion,  are,  on  the  contrary,  gathering  firefii 
ftrength,  to  the  great  niisforti^ne  of  the  feveral  nations;  and 
that  mankind  has  fo  much  the  more  to  fuffer  from  this  icourge, 
as  the  fortune  of  arms,  which  has  hitherto  been  fubjed  to  fo 
many  viciffitudes,  is  equally  expofcd  to  them  for  the  future. 

Wherefore  his  ipdperial  majcfty,  compaflionating>  through  hi| 
hnmane  difpofition,  the  effufion  of  innocent  blood,  and  being 
defirous  on  his  part,  of  putting  a  ftop  to  fo  great  an  eril,  hait 
judged  it  neccflary  to  declare  to  the  courts  in  alliance  with  Ru£Bat 
that,  preferring  to  every  other  confideration  the  firil  law  which 
God  prcfctibes  to  fovereigns,  ^hich  is  the  preferyation  of  the 
people  intruded  to  them,  he  wifhes  to  procure  peace  tp  hia 
empire,  to  which  it  is  fo  neceffary,  and  of  fo  great  value ;  and 
9i  the  fame  time,  to  contribute,  as  much  as  may  be  in  his  power^ 
to  the  re-e(labli(hment  of  it  throughout  all  Europe. 

It  is  in  order  to  this,  that  bis  inxperial  majefty  is  ready  ta[ 
^ke  a  facrifice  of  the  conquefts  made  by  the  anns  of  Ru£Ba  iq 
this  war,  iu  hopes  that  the  allied  courts  will,  on  their  part, 
equally  prefer  the  re(lo,ration  of  peace  and  tranquillity  to  the  ad« 
yantages  which  they  might  expe^  from  the  war,  and  which  they 
cahnot  obtain  but  by  the  continuance  of  the  effufion  of  humu^ 
blood.    And  to  ^lis  end  his  imperiiJ  majefty,  with  the  beft  in<^ 

(ention^ 
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tention,  alvifes  them  to  employ,  on  their  fide,  all  their  power 
towards  the  accompliihment  of  fo  great  and  fo  falutary  a  worlu 
St.  Pctcrfburg,  Feb.  if,  1762. 

Tbi  Answer  of  tbe    Empress-Queen    to    the  foregomg 

Declaration. 

THAT  animated  with  the  fame  zeal,  and  being  of  the  faikit 
opinion,  as  his  Imperial  majeftyy  with  regard  to  the  ^utary*. 
work  of  peace,  and  to  the  putting  an  end  to  the  troubles  and 
ravages  that  defolate  Germany,  (he  was  ready  to  concur  with, 
him  therein ;  bU(  that,  for  that  end,  (he  defired  his  imperisB 
majcily  to  fami(h  her  with  the  means  of  beginning  the  negotia^ 
tion,  by  imparting  to  her  the  propofcd  terms  of  peace,  which 
file  would,  without  lofs  of  time,  communicate  to  her  high  allies, 
who»«8well  asherfelf,  would  be  always  ready  to  co-operate  in 
a  matter  fo  much  defired,  provided  the  terms  were  aot  inad* 
sni(fible,  and  contained  nothing  injurious  either  to  their  hono^r^ 
or  her  own. 

2he  AN8W9R  given  hy  th  French  Covrt  to  thtafonfaid 

Declaration. 

THE  king  maintaining  with  regret,  thefc  fix  years  paft,  • 
twofold  war  for  his  own  defence  and  that  of  his  allies,  has  fuffi* 
ciently  manifefled,  on  every  occafion,  how  much  he  abhors  the 
cfiufion  of  human  bloody  and  his  condant  defire  to  put  an  end 
to  fo  cruel  a  fcourge.  Hi)  perfonal  difintereftednefs,  the  fteps 
which  he  thought  could  be  taken  confiftent  with  his  dignity^ 
and  the  facrifices  which  he  did  offer,  in  order  to  procure  to  Europe 
the  defirable  bleffing  of  peace,  are  fure  pledges  of  the  humane 
fentiments  with  which  his  heart  abounds.'  But  at  the  lame  time^ 
his  paternal  tendernefsf  whiak  makes  the  happineft  and  preferr* 
ation  of  hit  fubje^s  a  duty  to  him,  cannot  make  him  forget 
the  firft  law  that  God  prefcribes  to  fovereigns,  even  that  which 
eonftittttes  the  public  (afety,  and  fixes  the  condition  of  nationi 
and  empires,  fidelity  in  executing  treaties,  and  punduality  ia 

114  performing 
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performing  engagements  to  their  full  extent^  preferably  tQ  ererf 
other  confideration. 

It  is  with  this  view,  that  after  having  given  fo  great  ezamplea 
of  conftancy  and  generoiity,  his  majefty  declares  that  he  is 
Vpady  to  liften  favourably  to  propofitions  for  a  folid  and 
honourable  peace,  but  will  always  n&  in  the  moft  perfe^ 
concert  with  his  allies;  that  he  wiU  receive  no  counfds 
but  fuch  as  fhall  be  didated  to  him  by  honour  and  probity;  tha^ 
he  (hould  think  himfclf  guilty  of  a  defe6Uoi^  in  lending  a  baud 
to  fccret  negotiations ;  that  he  will  not  tamifh  his  glory»  an4 
that  of  his  kingdomy  by  abandoning  his  allien;  and  that  he 
reds  aSured  each  of  them  willt  on  their  partj^  &it)ifully  adhere  to 
the  fame  principle. 

Akswbr  ghm  by  the  KiN(3  o/*PoLANDy  Elector  ^Saxont, 

to  the  fame  Declaration. 

ALL  my  allies  wifh  as  much  as  myfelf,  that  the  public  tran« 
qnillity  may  be  reftored  upon  folid  foundations.  It  is  well  known 
to  all  Europe,  that  I  did  fiot  feek  the  war ;  but,  on  the  con* 
tnuji  employed  every  means^  to  keep  the  calamities  of  it  s^t  ft 
diflance  from  my  dominions.  My  love  to  mankind  in  general, 
and  to  my  own  fubje^s  in  particular,  ought  to  engage  mt  to 
facilitate,  as  much  as  in  me  lies,  the  reftoration  of  peace,  an^ 
to  excrcife  all  moderation  as  to  my  equitable  prctenCons,  I  ajn 
«f  opinion,  that  a  jud  and  folid  peace  cannot  be  agreed  on  but  by 
the  congrefs  propofed  and  accepted  by  all  the  powers  at  war. 

I  place  a  full  confidence  in  the  friepdfhip  of  your  imperial 
jnajefty,  to  whom  the  houfe  of  Saxony  is  bound  by  facred  tics. 
It  is  not  unknown  to  your  roajcfty,  that   Saxony   hath  been 

* 

attacked  merely  on  account  of  its  connexions  with  the  rufiian 
empire  ;  and  that  the  king  of  PrufTia  has  taken  occaiion  to  charge 
vs  with  entering  into  dcfcnfivc  treaties  with  that  empire  againft 
him.  We  therefore  flatter  ©urfelvee  with  the  hope,  that  fo  an- 
cient and  fo  equit?^ble  an  ally  of  Saxony  will  not  fuffcr  our  do- 
minions, wh'ch  arc  already  reduced  to  the  utraoft  dillrcfs,  as  well 
()jr  exorbitant  contributioiiS|  as  by  the  alienation  of  our  revenuos, 

?m4 
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and  of  the  funds  which  were  allotted  for  the  paymcot  of  debts^ 
to  be  completely  ruined. 

The  whole  world  agrees,  that  we  are  entitled  to  an  equitable 

reilitution  and  reparation  of  the  damage  fuftaincd.     But   not* 

withftanding  all  thefe  confiderationsy  and  though  all  the  powers 

V  at  war  (hew  themfelves  inclined  to  contribute  to  the  general  pact* 

^cation,  yet  Saxony  remains  threatened  with  irretiieTable  ruin. 

We  therefore  hope  that  your  majefty's  philantlu'opy  apd  mag-* 
nanimity  will  prevail  with  your  majefly  to  take  care  that,  before 
all  things^  the  ele^orate  of  Saxony  be  fpeed|ly  evacuated, 
in  order  thereby  to  put  an  end  to  the  calamities  w)^ich  overwhelni 
ft ;  this  being  the  means  of  facilitatipg  and  accelerating  the  coQt 
plufion  of  a  general  peacct 
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Manifesto  tf  the  Empress   Catharine  II.  which  wa^ 
caufid  to  he  printed  and  dlflrihuted  ahout  the  city. 

By  the  grace  of  God,  Catherine  II.  emprefs  and  autocratruc 
of  all  the  RulTias,  Sec. 
ALL  true  fons  of  Ruflia  have  clearly  fcen  the  great  danger 
to  which  the  whole  rufHatl  empire  has  a^ually  been  expofed. 
Firfty  the  foundational  of  our  orthodox  gr^ek  religion  have  been 
(hakeuy  and  its  traditions  expofed  to  total  deftrudion  ;  fo  th^t 
there  was  abfolutely  reafon  to  fear,  th^t  the  faith  which  has 
been  eftabli(hed  in  Ruifia  from  the  earlieft,  times,  would  bo  en- 
tirely changed,  and  a  foreign  religion  introduced.  In  the 
fecond  place,  the  glory  which  Ruifia  has  acquired  at  the  ex* 
pence  of  fo  much  blood,  and  which  was  carried  to  the  higheft 
pitch  by  her  vidorious  arms,  has  been  trampled  under  foot  by 
the  peace  lately  concluded  with  its  mod  dangerous  enemy.  And 
laftly,  the  domeflic  regulations^  which  are  the  bads  of  th^ 
CQi;i^try*s  welfi^rci  have  been  entirely  oveiturned. 

For 
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For  thefe  caufet,  OTcrcome  by  the  imminent  perOswit&wliidi 
our  faithful  fubjedt  were  threatened,  and  feeing  how  iincerend 
cxprefs  their  defires  on  this  matter  were  ;  we»  putting  onr  truft 
in  the  Almighty  and  his  divine  juftice,  hare  afeendcd  the  £E>?e- 
leign  imperial  throne  of  all  the  Ruflias»  and  baft  rtceiTed  a 
Iblemn  oath  of  fidelity  from  all  our  loving  fubjeds. 

St.  Peteriborg,  June  »8,  l^6i. 


No-V. 

MAKirBSTo^/j(^  Empress  Catharivb  II.  gtnnng am  accnmi 
of  her  moiiveifor  taking  tht  ram  ofgovemmini  into  her  bands. 

By  the  grace  of  God,  we  Catharine  II.  empre(s  and  fove- 

reign  of  all  the  RufliaSt  make  known  thefe  prefents  to 

all  our  loving  fubjedlSt  ecclefiaftical,  military»  and  civil. 

OUR  acccf&on  to  th^  imperial  throne  of  all  the  Ruffias,  is  a 

[  nanifeft  proof  of  this  truth,  that  when  fincere  hearts  endeavour 

for  good,  the  hand  of  God  dircds  them.    We  never  had  either 

defign  or  defire  to  arrive  at  empire,  through  the  means  by  which 

it  hath    pleafed  the  Almighty,  according  to  the  infcrutable 

views  of  his  providence,  to  place  us  upon  the  throne  of  Ruiliay 

our  dear  country. 

On  the  death  of  our  mod  auguft  and  dear  aunt,  the  emprefs 
Elizabeth  Petrovna,  of  glorious  memory,  all  ttue  patriots  (now 
our  moft  faithful  fubjeds),  groaning  for  the  lofs  of  fo  tender  a 
mother,  placed  their  only  confolation  in  obeying  her  nephew,  whom 
flie  had  named  for  her  fuccefibr,  that  they  might  (hew  thereby, 
|n  fome  degree,  their  acknowledgments  to  their  deceafed  fove- 
reign.  And  although  they  fooa  found  out  the  weaknefs  of  his 
mind,  unfit  to  rule  fo  vaft  an  empire,  they  imagined  he  would 
have  known  his  own  infuificiency.  Whereupon  they  fought  our 
paternal  afliftance  in  the  affairs  oF  govenunent* 

But 


Bat  when  abfdutc  power  falb  to  the  lot  of  a  monarch,  who 
^as  not  fuflBctept  Tirtue  and  humanity  tp  place  jud  bounds  to 
}tf  it  degenerates  into  a  fniitfiil  fource  of  the  ifioft  pernicious 
^vils.  Thi9  is  the  fum,  in  (hort|  of  what  our  native  country 
)uLB  fuffered.  She  ftruggled  tp  be  delivered  frpm  a  fovereigq 
yrh0|  being  b}indly  given  up  to  the  mo^  dangerous  paffions* 
thought  of  nothipg  but  indulging  themi  withput  employing 
}iim{elf  in  the  welfare  of  the  empire  committed  to  his  care. 

During  the  time  of  his  being  grand  duke»  and  heir  to  the 
throne  of  Rufliai  he  often  caufed  the  moft  bitter  giiefs  to  his 
moft  augufl  aunt  and  fovereign,  (the  truth  of  which  is  known 
to  all  our  court, )  however  he  might  behave  himfelf  outwardly  | 
))eing  kept  under  her  eye  by  her  tendernefs,  he  looked  upon 
this  mark  of  afPeAion  as  an  infupportable  yok^.  He  could  not, 
however,  difguife  himfelf  fo  well,  hut  it  ^ifa9  perceived  by  all 
pur  faithful  fubje£tS|  that  he  was  poflcfled  of  the  moft  audacious 
ingratitude,  .which  he  fometimes  ihewed  by  perfonal  iiontempty 
fometimes  by  an  avowed  hatred  to  the  nation.  At  leqgth  throvf* 
|ng  aiide  his  cloak  of  byppcrify,  he  thought  it  more  fit  to  let 
loofe  the  bridle  of  his  paffions,  than  conduft  himfelf  as  the  heir 
of  fo  great  an  empire.  In  a  word,  the  leaft  traces  of  honour 
yrexe  not  to  be  perceived  in  him.  What  were  the  dpmfequences 
pf  all  this  ? 

He  was  fcarcdy  aflured  that  the  death  of  his  aunt  and  bene- 
faftrefs  app^rpached,  but  he  bani(hed  her  memory  entirely  from 
bis  mind  ;  nay»  even  before  (he  had  fent  forth  her  laft  groan. 
He  only  caft  an  eye  of  contempt  on  the  corpfe  ezpofed  on  the 
bier;  and  as  the  ceremony  at  that  time  required  obliged 
him  to  approach  it,  he  did  it  with  his  eyes  manifeftly  replete 
with  joy ;  eren  intimating  his  ingratitude  by  his  words.  We 
fnight  add,  that  the  obfeqmes  would  have  been  nothing 
f:qual  to  the  dignity  of  fo  great  and  magnanimous  a  foTereign, 
^'our  tender  refpeft  to  her,  cemented  by  the  ties  of  blood,  and 
(he  extreme  'aflfedion  between  usj  had  not  made  us  take  that 
^uty  upon  us. 

He 
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He  ttnagiaed  that  it  was  not  to  the  Supreme  Being,  but 
only  to  chance,  that  he  was  indebted  for  abfolute  power; 
and  that  he  had  it  in  hb  hands,  not  for  the  good  of  his  fubjeds, 
but  folely  for  his  own  fatisFaflion.  Adding,  therefor^,  licence 
to  abfohite  power,  he  made  all  the  changes  in  the  flate  which  the 
weaknefs  of  his  mind  could  fugged,  to  the  oppreffion  of  the 
people. 

Having  effaced  from  his  heart  even  the  leaft  traces  of  the 
liolj  orthodox  religion,  (though  he  had  been  fufiBciently  taught 
the  principles  thereof, )  he  began  firft  by  rooting  out  this  true 
religion,  eftabliihed  fo  long  in  Rufiia,  by  abfenting  himfelf  from 
the  houfe  of  God,  and  of  prayen,  in  fo  open  a  manner,  that 
fome  of  his  fubjefls,  excited  by  confcience  and  honefty,  feeing 
his  irreverence  and  contempt  of  the  rites  of  the  church,  or  rather 
ibe  railleries  he  made  of  them,  and  fcandalizing  them  by  his 
behaviour,  dared  to  make  rcmonilrances  to  him  concerning  it ; 
who,  for  fo  doing,  fcarely  efcaped  the  refentment  which  they 
might  have  expe£led  from  fd  capricious  a  fovereign,  whofe  power 
vras  not  limited  by  any  human  laws.  He  even  intended  to 
deftroy  the  churches,  and  ordered  feme  to  be  pulled  down.  He 
prohibited  thofe  to  have  chapels  in  their  own  houfes,  whofe  in 
firmitics  hindered  them  from  vifiting  the  houfe  of  God.  Thus 
he  would  have  domineered  over  the  faithful,  in  endeavouring  to 
lliflc  in  them  the  fear  of  God,  which  the  holy  fcrlpture  teachc5 
\2s  to  be  the  beginning  of  wifdom.' 

From  this  want  of  zeal  towards  God,  and  contempt  of  his 
law«,  refulted  that  fcorn  to  the  civil  and  natural  laws  of  his 
kingdom ;  for  having  but  an  only  fon,  which  God  had  given 
us,  the  grand  duke  Paul  Petrovitch,  he  would  not,  when  he 
afccnded  the  throne  of  Ruflia,  declare  him  for  his  fucccflbr; 
that  being  referved  for  his  caprice,  which  tended  to  the  detri- 
ment of  us  and  of  our  fon,  having  an  inclination  to  overthrow 
the  right  that  his  aunt  had  veiled  in  him,  and  to  make  the 
government  of  our  native  country  pafs  into  the  hands  of  flran- 
«r8 ;  in  oppofition  to  that  maxim  of  natural  right,  according 

to 
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to  which  nobody  can  tranfmit  to  another  more  than  he  has  re« 
ceiyed  himfelf. 

Although  with  great  grief  we  fawthis  intention,  we  did  not  be- 
lieve that  we  ourfelves,  and  our  moft  dear  fon,  fhoi^d  have  been 
cxpofed  to  a  perfecution  fo  ftvere  :  but  all  perfons  of  probity- 
having  obferved  that  the  meafures  ths^t  he  purfued,  by  their  ef- 
feds,  manifefted  that  they  had  a  natural  tendency  to  our  ruin, 
and  that  of  our  dear  fuccefibr^  their  generous  and  pious  hearts 
weie  juftly  alarmed :  animated  with  zeal  for  the  intereft  of  their 
native  country,  and  ailonifhcd  at  our  patience  under  thefe  heavy 
perfecutionsy  they  fecretly  informed  us,  that  our  life  was  in  danger, 
in  order  to  engage  us  to  undertake  the  burthen  of  governing  fo 
large  an  empire. 

While  the  whole  nation  were  on  the  point  of  teftifying  their 
d  if  approbation  of  his  meafures,  he  neverthelefs  continued  to  grieve 
them  the  more,  by  fubverting  all  thofe  excellent  arrangements 
cftablifhcd  by  Peter  the  great,  our  moft  dear  predeceffor,  of 
glorious  memory,  which  that  true  father  of  his  country  accom- 
pKfhed  by  indefatigable  pains  and  labour  through  the  whole  courfe 
of  a  reign  of  thirty  years.  The  late  Peter  the  third  defpifed  the 
laws  of  the  empire,  and  her  moft  refpe^^able  tribunals,  to  fuch  a 
degree  that  he  could  not  even  bear  to  hear  them  mentioned. 

After  one  bloody  war,  he  raihly  eutered  upon  another,  in 
which  the  interefts  of  Ruflia  were  no  way  concerned.  He  enter- 
tained an  infuperable  averfion  to  the  regiments  of  guards,  which 
had  faithfully  ferved  his  illuftrious  anceftors,  and  made  innova- 
tions in  the  army,  which,  far  from  exciting  in  their  breafts  nobl« 
fentiments  of  valour,  only  ferved  to  difcourage  troops  always 
ready  to  fpill  their  beft  blood  in  the  caufe  of  their  country.  He 
changed  entirely  the  fece  of  the  army ;  nay,  it  even  feemed  that, 
by  dividing  their  habits  into  fo  many  uniforms,  and  giving  them 
fo  many  different  embellifliments,  for  the  moft  part  fantalh'cal  to 
the  greateft  degree,  he  intended  to  infufe  into  them  a  fufpicion 
that  they  did  not,  in  effe^,  belong  to  one  mafter,  and  thereby 
provoke  the  foldiers,  in  the  heat  of  battle,  to  flay  one  another;* 
although  experience  demonftrated  that  uniformity  in  drefs  had 
not  a  liitle  contributed  towards  unanimity. 

6  ^ncon- 
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looonfiderttdy  and  inceflkntly  bent  on  pernicioQi  reguhtiMi^ 
he  fo  alienated  the  hearts  of  his  fubje6ls»  that  there  i$fu  (canxlf 
•  Tingle  perfoo  to  be  found  in  the  nation  who  did  not  openly  ex* 
preis  his  difapprobationt  and  was  even  defiroot  to  take  wiWwj  hiiF 
life ;  but  the  laws  of  God>  which  comnumd  foTeieign  prioeee  t& 
be  refpedtedf  being  deeplj  engraved  on  the  hcartf  of  our  &ithltil 
fuljedsy  reftraincd  them»  and  engaged  them  to  watt  with  pilicQce'i 
till  the  hand  of  God  llruck  the  important  blow,  and  by  hi»  &ll 
delivered  an  opprefTcd  people*  Under  thofe  ctrcomftanoeii  no^ 
hid  before  the  impartial  eyes  of  the  public*  it  was^  in  Mtf  im 
pofliblc  but  our  foul  (hould  be  troubled  vrith  thofe  in^xnding 
woes  which  threatened  o^r  country*  and  with  that  perfocotioii 
which  we*  and  our  moft  dear  fon,  the  heir  of  the  ruffian  thronCi 
unjuiUy  fufiered ;  being  almoft  entirely  ezdudeS  from  the  im* 
pcrial  palace ;  in  fuch  fort»  that  all  who  had  regard  for  us*  or 
rather  thofe  who  had  courage  enough  to  fpeak  it  (for  we  have 
not  been  able  to  find  that  there  is  one  perfbn  who  is  not  devoted' 
to  our  intercfl.)  by  expreiBog  their  fcntiments  of  refped  due  to 
usy  as  their  emprcfs,  endangered  their  lifei  or  at  leaft  their  for^ 
tune.  In  fine,  the  endeavours  he  made  to  ruin  us>  rofe  to  foch' 
a  pitch,  that  they  broke  out  in  public ;  and  then  charging  us 
with  being  the  caufe  of  the  murmurs,  which  his  own  imprudent 
meafures  oecafioned,  his  refolution  to  take  away  our  life  openly 
appeared.  But  being  informed  of  his  purpofe  by  fome  of  our 
trufty  fubjeds,  who  were  determined  to  deliver  their  country,  of 
perifh  in  the  attempt,  relying  on  the  aid  of  the  Almighty,  we 
cheerfully  expofed  our  perfon  to  danger,  with  all  that  magna- 
nimity which  our  native  country  had  a  right  to  exped  in  return 
for  her  afFedlion  to  us.  After  having  invoked  the  Mo(l  High^ 
and  repofed  our  hope  in  the  divine  favour,  we  refolved  alfo  either 
to  facrlBce  our  life  for  our  country,  or  fave  it  from  bloodfhed  and 
calamity.  Scarcely  had  we  taken  this  refolution^  by  the  diKc^^ 
tion  of  favouring  Heaven,  and  declared  our  aflent  to  the  deputies 
of  the  empire,  than  the  orders  of  the  fiate  croirded  to  give  ut' 
aflurances  of  their  fidelity  and  fiibmifhon. 

It  now  remained  for  us,  in  purfuance  of  the  love  we  bore  our 
faithful  fubjeds,  to  prevent  the  confequences  which  we  appre** 

hendedf 
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bendedy  in  cafe  of  the  late  emperor's  inconiiderately  placing  kit 
conBdence  in  the  imaginary  power  of  the  holflcin  troops,  (for 
whofe  fake  he  ftayed  at  Oranienhaum,  living  in  indolence,  an4 
abandoning  the  moft  preffing  exigencies  of  the  date,)  and  there 
occafioning  a  carnage^  to  which  our  gruards  and  other  regimenta 
were  ready  to  expofe  themfclves,  for  the  fake  of  their  native 
country,  for  ours>  and  that  of  our  fucceifor.  For  thefe  reafons 
we  looked  upon  it  as  a  neceflary  duty  towards  our  fubje6h  (to 
which  we  were  immediately  called  by  the  voice  of  God)  to  prt* 
▼ent  fo  great  a  misfortune,  by  prompt  and  proper  meafures. 
Therefore,  placing  ourfelves  at  the  head  of  the  body-guards,  re« 
giments  of  artillery,  and  other  troq[>s  in  and  about  the  imperial 
refidence,  we  undertook  to  difconcert  an  iniquitous  defigo,  of 
which  we  were  as  yet  only  informed  in  part. 

But  fcarcely  were  we  got  out  of  the  city,  before  we  received 
two  letters  from  the  late  emperor,  one  quick  on  the  heels  of  the 
other.  The  firft  by  our  vice-chancellor  the  prince  Gallitzin,  en« 
treating  us  to  allow  him  to  return  to  HoUUin,  his  native  domu* 
nions ;  the  other  by  major-general  Michael  Ifma'ilof,  by  which 
he  declared,  that  of  his  own  proper  moUon  he  renounced  the 
crown  and  throne  of  Rufiia.  In  this  lail  he  begged  of  us  to 
allow  him  to  withdraw  to  Holftein  with  EUzabetli  Vorontzof 
and  Gudovitch.  Thefe  two  laft  letters,  ftufied  with  flattering  ex* 
preifions,  came  to  our  hands  a  few  hours  after  he  had  given  orders 
for  putting  us  to  death,  as  we  have  been  (ince  informed  from 
the  very  perfons  who  were  appointed  to  execute  thofe  unnatural 
orders. 

In  the  meantime,  he  had  dill  refources  left  htm,  which  were 
to  arm  againft  us  his  holflein  troops,  and  fome  fmall  detachmentt 
then  about  his  perfon }  he  had  alfo  in  his  power  feveral  perfon- 
ages  of  diilio6lion  belonging  to  our  court ;  as  he  might  therefore 
have  compelled  us  to  agree  to  terms  of  accommodation  (liil  more 
hurtful  to  our  country,  (for  after  having  learned  what  great 
commotions  there  were  among  the  people,  he  had  detained  them 
as  hoftages  at  his  palace  of  Qranienbaum,  and  our  humanity 
would  never  have  confented  to  their  deftrudlion,  but,   to  fave 

7  their 
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their  lives,  we  would  have  riiked  feeing  a  part  of  tholie  dan^tt 
revived  by  an  accommodation,)  feveral  perfons  of  high  rank 
about  our  perfon  requcfled  us  to  fend  him  a  billet  in  retuni,  pro« 
pofing  to  him,  if  his  intentions  were  fuoh  as  he  dedaied  theoi 
to  be,  that  he  (hould  inftantly  fend  us  a  voluntary  and  formal 
renunciation  of  the  throne,  wrote  by  his  own  hand,  for  the  pub- 
lic fatisfadion.  Major-general  Ifma'ilof  carried  this  propofal^ 
and  the  writing  he  now  fent  back,  was  as  follows : 

Daring  the  Jbortj^ace  of  my  ahfilwte  reign  over  tie  €mfire  of 

Ru/Jiaf  I  heeame  fevfible  thai  I  wai  not  able  to  fufpori  fo  great  a 

harden^  and  that  my  ahiiitiei  nvere  not  equal  to  the  taflt  if  govern* 

ing  fo  great  an  empire,    either  as  a  fovereign^    or  in  any  other 

capacity  whatever*     I  alf&  forefaw  the  great  ^roubles  'which  mu/l 

have  thence  arifen^  and  have  leen  foUo*afed  with  the  total  nun  of 

the  empire^  and  covered  me  with  eternal  difgraee.     After  having 

therefore  ferioufly  refleSed  thereon,  I  declare^  without  conjlraint,  and 

in  the  moftfolemn  mannerf  to  the  ruffian  empire,  and  to  the  whole 

tmiverfe,  that  I  for  ever  renounce  the  government  of  the  faidempireg 

never  d firing  hereafter  to  reign  therein,  either  as  an  abfohtte  fove* 

reign,  or  under  any  other  form  tf  government ;   never  wi/hing  to 

afpire  thereto,  or  to  ufe  any  means,  of  any  fort ,  for  that  purpofe.     As 

a  pledge  of  which f  I  f wear  fsncerely,  before  God  and  all  the  worlds 

to  this  frefent  renuneiation^  written  and  figned  this  zgth  of  June 

J  762   O.S, 

PETER. 

It  18  thus,  without  fpllling  one  .drop  of  blood,  that  we  have 
afcended  the  luITian  throne,  by  the  afliilance  of  God,  and  the 
approving  fuff rages  of  our  dear  country.  —  Humbly  adoring  the 
decrees  of  Divine  Providence,  we  aflvirc  onr  faithful  fubjedls,  that 
we  will  not  fail,  by  night  and  by  day,  to  invoke  the  Mod  High 
to  blefs  our  fceptre,  and  enable  us  to  wield  it  for  the  maintenance 
of  our  orthodox  religion,  the  fecurity  and  defence  of  our  desur 
native  countr}',  and  the  fupport  of  juflicc  ;  as  well  aa  to  put  an 
end  to  all  n:iircrics,  iniquities,  and  violences,  by  rtrcngthening  and 
fortifying  our  heart  fur  the  public  good.     And  as  we  ardently 

wilh 


tvifli  to  prove  effeftually  how  far  we  merit  the  reciprocal  love  of 
our  people,  for  whofe  happincfs  we  acknowledge  our  throne  to 
be  appointed,  we  folemnly  protnife,  on  our  imperial  word,  ta 
make  fuch  arrangements  in  the  empire,  that  the  government  may 
be  endued  with  an  intrinfic  force  to  fupport  itfelf  within  limited 
and  proper  bounds ;  and  each  department  of  the  (late  provided 
ivith  wholefome  laws  and  regulations,  fufficient  to  maintain  good 
order  therein,  at  all  times,  and  under  all  circum (lances. 

By  which  means  we  hope  to  eilablifh  hereafter  the  empire  and 
our  fovereign  power,  (however  they  may  have  been  formerly 
weakened,)  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  comfort  the  difcouraged 
hearts  of  all  true  patriots.  We  do  not  in  the  leafl  doubt  but 
that  our  loving  fubjedls  will,  as  well  for  the  falvation  of  their 
own  fouls,  as  for  the  good  of  religion,  inviolably  t)brerve  the  oath 
which  they  have  fworn  to  us  in  the  preferice  of  the  Almighty 
God ;   we  thereupon  alFure  them  of  our  imperial  favour. 

Done  at  Petcriburg,  July  6,  1762, 


No-  VI. 


Decl AVi AT lov puhR/be J iy  ibe  Empress  Catharine  II.  ufion 
recaU'mg  Count  Bbstuchep  Riumin  from  hh  hanl/bmcnt  in 
SiBsaiA. 

THE  moft  ordinary  underftanding  cannot  be  ignorant  of  the 
intimate  obligation  which  all  mankind  contrad  towards  God  and 
towards  each  other,  to  tranfgrcfs  on  no  occafion  whatever  the 
demands  of  juftice,  and  cfpecially  not  to  heap  misfortunes  and 
oppreffion  on  the  head  of  the  innocent. 

Ere  we  mounted  our  imperial  throne  of  Ruffia,  we  were  well 

acquainted  with  the  long  and  fignal  fervices  rendered  to   thia 

empire  by  the  unfortunate  but  irreproachable  count  Befluchef 

Riumin.     Her  public  decrees  of  the  27th  of  February  1758, 

rot,  I.  KK  induced 
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induced  us  to  prefume  that  the  crime  which  had  drawn  ppoo  hlal 
{o  fevere  an  animadverfion  on  the  part  of  our  dear  aunt  the  em- 
prefs  Ellzabethy  mud  have  been  very  heinous ;  but  the  fecond 
manifeftoj  of  the  6th  of  April  I759»  which  contained  a  vs^u^ 
detail  of  the  crimes  attributed  to  him»  arfu  whereof  npnc  were 
fpecified,  obliged  us  to  fufpend  our  judgment^  and  led  ut  ta  iuf* 
pe6i  that  the  indignation  of  that  humane  fovereign,  and  the  ven« 
geance  to  which  (he  had  been  brought>  were  no  mor^  tluin  th^ 
effe£^s  of  calumny  and  intrigue  ;  for  the  contents  of  this  fecond 
manifeflo  related  not  to  a  malefa^ora  but  to  an  oppr^lTcd  num 
condemned  beforehand. 

From  our  natural  humanity  we  have  thought  fit  to  foften  the; 
fevcrity  of  the  fentence,  to  pardon  the  guilty  rather  than  to  leave 
in  oblivion  the  fcrvic^s  which  the  faid  count  Befluchef  rendered 
during  fo  many  years  to  our  empire,  and  to  let  him  (which 
would  have  been  dill  more  blamable)  terminate  his  days  in  am  ig« 
nominious  exile. 

As  foon  therefore  as  Providence  placed  the  fceptre  in  oiu: 
handy  fubmifCve  to  the  emotions  of  our  fen(ibility»  and  to  the 
voice  of  ju dice,  we  have  recalled  from  his  rxile  that  old  and 
faithful  fervant  of  our  empire  ;  but>  not  ignorant  of  our  readtnefs 
to  hearken  to  the  dilates  of  judice,  he,  prefenting  himfelf  be- 
fore us>  has  humbly  implored  the  permiflion  to  make  his  inno- 
cence appear  to  our  eyes,  a  permifiion  which  we  granted  him  with 
all  bur  heart ;  and,  after  having  fpecified  the  intrigues  and  the 
calumnies,  which  appeared  to  us  authenticated  and  clearer  than 
light,  he  excited  in  our  heart  the  mod  lively  compi^on.  We 
experienced  at  the  fame  time  a  tender  latisfaSion,  on  pevceiving 
that  the  liberty  to  which  we  redored  him  was  in  pcrfeA  agree- 
ment with  that  love  of  order  and  judice  by  whidx  we  commenced 
our  reign. 

His  example  has  convinced  U8»  that  the  more  weighty  the 
accufation,  the  more  fevere  ought  the  examination  to  be«  as 
without  this  precaution  fentence  of  condemation  may  fall  upon 
an  innocent  perfon.  Granting  that  our  very  dear  aunt  the  em- 
preb  Elizabeth  had,  to  our  knowledge  and  to  thtt  of  the  wfaok 

4  vorld^ 
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Wotidy  great  inteUigence  and  fagacity ;  neverthelefs,  as  no  one 

is  infallible the  affair  of  count  fiefluchef  took  a 

turn  highly  dlfadvantageous  to  the  honour  of  our  dear  aunt 

For  thefe  reafons,  dc (irons  of  rcftoring  the  luftre  of  her  name> 
and  the  virtues  which  guided  her  reign>  and  to  prove  how  muck 
we  cherifh  her  memory,  and  to  fulfil  with  cxaditude  the  duty  of 
every  chriftian,  as  becomes  a  mother  oT  the  country,  we  have 
thought  ourfelves  obUged  to  declare  folemnly  that  the  faid  count 
Beftuchef  Riumin  was  defervingy  in  the  higheft  degree^  of  the 
confidence  of  our  deceafed  aunt,  &c 

Given  at  St,  Peterfburgj  this  13th  of  Auguft  1762. 


No.  VII. 

Translation  of  a  laRmK  from  the  Empress  ^Russia  to 
M.  d'Alembert,  at  Paris>  whom  Jhe  bad  invited  int9 
Russia  to  educate  her  Son. 

M.  D^ALEMBERty 

I  HAVE  juft  received  the  anfwer  you  wrote  to  Mr.  Odart, 
in  which  you  refufe  to  tranfplant  yourfelf  to  aflift  in  the  edu- 
cation of  my  fon.  I  eafily  conceive  that  it  cofts  a  philofopher^ 
like  you,  nothing  to  defpife  what  the  world  calls  grandeur  and 
honour :  thefe,  in  your  eyes,  are  very  little ;  and  1  can  readily 
agree  with  you  that  they  are  fo.  Confidering  things  in  this 
light,  there  would  be  nothing  great  in  the  behaviour  of  queen 
Chridina  [of  Sweden]  which  has  been  fo  highly  extolled  ;  and 
often  cenfured  with  more  jufltce.  But  to  be  born  and  called  to 
contribute  to  the  happinefs  and  even  the  iniiru£lion  of  a  whole 
nation,  and  yet  decline  it,  is,  in  my  opinion,  refufing  to  do  that 
good  which  you  wifh  to  do.  <  Your  philofophy  is  'founded  in  a 
love  to  mankind  :  permit  me.  then  to  tell  you,  thtf  to  refufe  to 
ferve  maidund»  whilft  it  19  in  your  power,  is  to  tjiis  your  aim. 

«  K  2  I  know 
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I  know  you  too  well  to  be  a  good  man,  to  afcribe  your  refufal  to 

vanity.     I  know  that  the  folc  motive  of  it  is  the  love  of  eafe, 

and  leifure  to  cultivate  letters  and  the  friendihip  of  thofe  you 

cilecm.     But  what  is  there  in  this  objedlion  ?    Come,  with  all 

your  friends  >  I  promife  both  them  and  you,  every  convenienqf 

and  advantage  that  depends  upon  me  ;  and  perhaps  you  will  find 

more  liberty  and  eafe  here,  than  in  your  native  country.    Yott 

refufcd  the  invitation  of  the  king  of  PrufiQa,  potwithftanding 

your  obligations  to  him  ;  but  that  prince  has  no  fon.     I  own  to 

you^  that  I  have  the  education  of  my  fon  fo  much  at  heart,  and 

1  think  you  fo  nectlTary  to  it,  that  perhaps  1  prefs  you  with  too 

much  earneftnefs.     Excufe  my  indifcretion  for  the  fake  of  the 

occafion  of  it ;  and  be  alTured  that  it  is  my  efteem  for  you  that- 

makes  me  fo  urgent. 

Mofco,  •  CATHARINE. 

Nov.  13,  1762. 

In  this  whole  letter  I  have  argued  only  firdm  what  I  have 
found  In  your  writings ;  you  would  not  contradid  yourfelf. 


No.  VIII. 

TA^  Dec  LAB  AT  ION  which  the  Empress  caufed  to  he  deVtvered 

to  the  Foreign  Mintftert. 

THE  ftyle  of  imperial,  which  Peter  the  great,  of  glorious 
memory,  aflumed,  or  rather  revived  for  himfelf  and  his  fucceflbrs, 
has  long  appertained  as  well  to  the  fovereigns  as  to  the  crown 
and  to  the  monarchy  of  all  the  Ruilias. 

Her  imperial  majefty  regards  as  contrary  to  the  fubftance  of 
that  principle,  all  renewal  of  the  reverfals  which  have  been  given 
fucccffivcly  to  every  potentate  on  its  acknowledgment  of  that 
title.  In  confcquence  whereof,  her  majefty  has  juft  given  orders 
to  her  miniftcr  to  make  a  general  declaration,  that  the  flyle  of 
IMPERIAL  being  by  its  very  nature  once  attached  to  the  crown 
and  to  the  monarchy  of  Ruflia,  and  perpetuated  for  a  long  courfe 

of 
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of  years  and  fucccflions,  neither  herfcif,  nor  her  fucceflbrs  for 
ever,  can  any  more  renew  the  faid  reverfala,  and  dill  lefs  prefervc 
any  correfpondence  with  the  powers  who  (hall  refufe  to  acknow- 
ledge the  imperial  title  in  the  perfons  of  the  fovcreigns  of  all  the 
Ruflias,  as  well  as  in  their  crown  and  their  monarchy :  and  to 
the  end  that  this  declaration  may  terminate  for  ever  all  difHcultles 
in  a  matter  which  ought  not  to  admit  of  any,  her  majefty,  in 
conformity  to  the  declaration  of  Peter  the  great,  declares  that 
the  ftyle  of  imperial  (hall  communicate  no  alteration  to  the 
ceremonial  in  ufe  among  courts^  which  (hall  remain  always  on 

the  fame  footing. 

(Signed)  VORONTZOF. 

Mofco,  Nov.  21,  1762.  B.  A.  GALLITZIN. 

[The  amba(rador  Breteuil  having- tranfmitted  this  declaration 
to  Verfaillcs,  Lewis  XV.  wrote  the  following  anfwer,  which  was 
delivered  to  the  minillers  of  Catharine  ;] 

Titles  are  of  themfelves  nothing.  They  pofTefs  no  other 
reality  than  inafmuch  as  they  are  acknowledged ,  and  their  value 
depends  on  the  idea  attached  to  them,  and  the  extent  given  to 
them  by  thofe  who  have  the  right  to  admit  them,  to  rejedt  them, 
or  to  limit  them.  —  Sovereigns  themfelves  cannot  attribute  to 
themfelves  titles  at  their  own  choice  :  the  confcnt  of  their  fub- 
jefts  is  not  fufficlent  j  that  of  the  other  powers  is  nece(rary ;  and 
every  crown,  at  liberty  to  acknowledge  or  to  refufe  a  new  title, 
may  alfo  adopt  it  with  fuch  modifications  and  conditions  as  are 
agreeable  to  it. 

Agreeably  to  this  principle,  Peter  I.  and  his  fucccfTors  to  the 
emprefs  Elizabeth,  have  never  been  known  in  France  but  under 
the  denomination  of  tzar.  —  That  princefs  is  the  firft  of  all  the 
foverelgns  of  Ruflia  to  whom  the  king  granted  the  ftyle  impe- 
rial ;  but  it  was  under  the  exprefs  condition  that  this  title 
(hould  communicate  no  prejudice  to  the  ceremonial  in  ufe  be* 
twcen  the  two  courts. 

The  emprefs  Elizabeth  fubfcrlbed,  without  fcruple,  this  con- 
dition, and  explained  herfelf  on  that  head  moft  circumftantially 

K  K  3  in 
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in  the  reverfal  framed  by  her  order>  and  figned  in  the  month  of 
March  1745,  ^Y  ^^^  counts  Beftuchef  and  Voront^of.-— The 
daughter  of  Peter  L  therein  teftifies  her  entire  fatis&dion.  She 
therein  acknowledges,  that  it  is  from  friendfliipf  and  from  a  trufy 
fecuUar  attention  of  the  king  to  her,  that  his  majefly  bad  conde/cmded 
to  the  acknowledgment  of  th§  flyh  of  imperial,  which  other  powers 
had  already  conceded  i  and  (he  confeifes  that  this  compUnfima,  'tf 
the  king  of  France  is  highly  agreeable  to  her. 

The  king,  afluated  by  the  fame  fentimcnta  for  the  empreb 
Catharine  II.  makes  no  hefitatipn  in  granting  to  her  at  prefent 
the  (lyle  of  imperial,  and  to  acknowledge  it  in  her,  as  attached 
to  the  throne  of  Ruflia  :  but  his  majefty  means  that  this  acknow- 
ledgment fhould  be  made  under  the  fame  conditions  as  under 
the  two  foregoing  reigns ;  and  he  declares,  that,  if  hereafter  any 
one  of  the  fucccfTors  of  the  emprefe  Catharine,  unmindful  of  this 
folenm  and  reciprocal  engagement,  (hall  think  proper  to  form 
any  pretcnfion  contrary  to  the  ufage  uniformly  followed  between 
the  two  courts,  concerning  rank  and  precedence ;  from  that  mo- 
ment, the  crown  of  France,  by  an  equitable  reciprocity,  (hall 
refume  its  ancient  (lyle,  and  ceafe  to  give  the  (lyle  of  im ferial 
to  that  of  Ru(ria. 

This  declaration,  tending  to  prevent  all  fubjc£l  of  di(ficulty 
for  tlic  future,  is  a  proof  of  the  friendflilp  of  the  king  for  the 
emprefs,  and  of  the  lincerc  defi.c  he  has  to  e(labli(h  between  the 
two  courts  a  folid  and  unalterable  union. 

(Signed)         PRASLIN. 

Done  at  Vcrfallles,  Jan.  18,  1763. 


No.  IX. 

SuBSTAXCE  of  a  Memorial  delivered  on  the  j6fh  q/^'^Ty  By 
f/&^  Chanoellor  of  Russia  io  the  Polish  ResiTpent  at 
Petersburg. 


IN  this  memorial  her  imperial  majefty  firft  fets  forth  her 

great  bvc  of  pcace>  and  how  careful  (he  has  been  to  grcfcrve  it ; 

and 
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and  then  proceeds  thus :  "  Filled  with  thefe  fentiments,  it  is 
*•  with  regret,  that  the  emprefs  fees  his  Pollfh  raajefty  follow 
"  different  maxims  with  regard  to  her,  and  make  no  retuni  to 
"  her  friendly  proceedings  but  by  proceedings  diredlly  oppofite. 

**  In  the  firft  place,  in  the  affair  of  Courland,  her  imperial 
'*  majefty,  attentive  to  every  thing  that  concerned  the  dignity  of 
**  the  king  of  Poland,  has  not  ceafed  to  claim  his  juflice,  in  which 
fhe  always  placed  the  greateff  confidence. 

Secondly,  (he  has  not  only  pard  all  poflible  regard  to  the 
*'  reprefentJitions  made  to  her,  touching  the  damage  which  the 
**  Poles  might  have  fuffered  by  the  paffage  of  the  ruflian  troops ; 
*'  but  even  at  this  moment  fhe  waits  only  for  the  naming  of 
*'  commiffaries  by  the  republic,  to  fettle  and  give  orders  for  in- 
**  demniHcation. 

"  Heir  imperial  majefly  is  not  content  with  convincing  his 
Folilh  majeily  of  her  friend(hip  in  thofe  two  general  ubjeifti 
*  which  regard  the  refpcdive  eftates ;  (he  has  no  Icfs  at  hear^  the 
giving  proofs  of  her  perfonal  regard  for  his  majcfty  and  his 
family.  She  has  already  interefted  herfelf,  and  will  (lill  in- 
"  tereft  herfelf  at  every  favourable  opportunity,  to  procure  a 
''  proper  e(labli(hment  for  his  royal  highnefs  the  king's  fon» 
"  prince  Charles :  neverthelefs,  his  majcfty  the  king  of  Poland 
'*  has  hitherto  refufed  to  liften  to  any  overtures  for  an  accom- 
**  modation,  or  for  making  fatisfadlion  for  the  many  complaints 
•'  of  the  emprefs  :  not  to  mention  the  treaty  of  perpetual  ptacc 
•*  c(iabli(hed  between  Ruilia  and  the  republic  of  Poland,  and 
*«  which  has  been  infringed  by  Poland,  in  many  points ;  her  im- 
*'  perial  majefty  complains,  (ird,  that,  notwithlVanding  the  re- 
"  quifition  made  by  her  ambaffador,  the  king  has  not  given  her 
"  fatisfadion  with  regard  to  the  irregular  condud  of  the  foup 
"  minifters,  who  (igned  a  memorial  highly  offenfive  to  the  court 
*'  of  RufGa  and' its  fovereign.  Secondly,  that  the  king  has  not 
**  yet  acknowledged  the  lawful  duke  of  Courland.  Thirdly, 
"  that  the  laws  and  liberties  of  Poland  are  oppreffed,  as  well  as 
**  the  friends  of  Ruffia,  who  are  kept  from  all  employments,  and 
**  from  all  fayoursi  becaufe  they  fupport  liberty  and  the  laws  ; 
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**  and  who,  on  that  very  account,  merit  the  proteAion  of  Raffia ; 
*'  who,  being  the  guarantee  of  the  rights  of  the  republic,  muft 
*^  not  fuffer  any  change  lu  its  conilitution,  but  muft  be  its  firmeft 
«  fupport,"  &c. 


No.  X. 

Manifesto  pult/bfd  hj  the  Court  ^Petersbukg^  on  oceafion 

of  the  Death  of  Prince  Iv  am. 

By  the  grace  of  God,  we  Catharine  the  Second,  cmprefs 
and  fovereign  of  all  the  Ruffias,  fcc.  to  all  whom  thefc 
prefcnts  may  concern. 

WHEN,  by  the  divine  will,  and  in  compliance  with  the 
ardent  and  unanimous  defires  of  our  faithful  fubjc6ls,  we  afcended 
the  throne  of  Ruflla,.  we  were  not  ignorant  that  Ivan,  fon  of 
Anthony,    prince  of  Brunfwic-Wolfenbutile,   and  the  princefs 
Anne  of  Mccklcnbiirgh,  was  ftlll  alive.     This  prince,  as  is  well 
known,  was,  immediately  after  his  birth,  unlawfully  declared 
heir  to  the  imperial  crown  of  Ruflla ;    but,  by  the  decrees  of 
Providence,  he  was  foon  after  irrevocably  excluded  from  that 
high  dignity,  and  the  fceplre  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  lawful 
htirefs,  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Peter  the  great,  our  beloved  aunt 
of  glorious  memory.      After  we  had  afcended  the  throne,  and 
ofTertd  up  to  heaven  our  jull  tbankfglvings,  the  firll  objcft  that 
employed  our  thoughts,  in  confequencc  of  that  humanity  that  is 
natural   to  us,  was  the  unbappy  fituatlon  of  that  prince,  whq 
was  dethroned  by  the  Divine  Providence,  and  had  been  unfor- 
tunate ever  fince   his  birth  ;    and  we  formed  the  rcfolution  of 
alleviating  his  misfortunes,  as  far  as  was  pofTible.     We  Immedi- 
ately made  a  vifit  to  him,  in  order  to  judge  of  his  underftanding 
ani  talents,  and.  In  confequencc  thereof,  to  procure  him  an  agree- 
able anJ  quiet  fituation,  fuitablc  to  his  charaflcr  and  the  educa- 
tion he  had  received.     But  how  great  was  our  furprife,  when, 
be  fides  a  defect  in  his  utterance,  that  was  uneafy  to  himfelf,  and 
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rendered  his  dlfcourfe  almoft  uniuttlllgible  to  others,  we  obferved 
ja  him  a  total  privation  of  fenfe  and  reafon !  Thofe  who  ac- 
companied us  during  this  interview  faw  how  much  our  heart 
fuffered  at  the  view  of  an  object  fo  fitted  to  excite  compaffion ; 
they  were  alfo  convinced  that  the  only  meafure  we  could  tal^e 
to  fuccour  the  unfortunate  prince>  was  to  leave  him  where  we 
found  him^  and^to  procure  him  all  the  comforts  and  conveniences 
that  his  iltuation  would  admit  of.  We  accordingly  gave  our 
orders  for  this  purpofe,  though  the.ftate  he  was  in  prevented  hit 
perceiving  the  marks  of  our  humanity,  or  being  fenfible  of  our 
attention  and  care ;  for  he  knew  nobody,  could  not  diflinguifh 
between  good  and  evil,  nor  did  he  know  the  ufe  that  might  be 
made  of  reading,  to  pafs  the  time  with  lefs  wearinefs  and  difguft : 
on  the  contrary,  he  fought  after  pleafure  in  objedls  that  dif- 
povercd,  with  fufficient  evidence,  the  diforder  of  his  imagination. 

To  prevent,  therefore,  ill-intentioned  perfons  from  giving  him 
any  trouble,  or  from  making  ufe  of  his  name  or  orders  to  diilurb 
the  public  tranquillity,  we  gave  him  a  guard,  and  placed  about 
his  pcrfon  two  officers  of  the  garrifon,  in  whofe  fidelity  and  in- 
tegrity we  could  confide.  Thefe  officers  were  captain  Vlaffief 
and  lieutenant  Tfchckin,  who,  by  their  long  military  fcrvices, 
which  had  confiderably  impaired  their  health,  deferved  a  fuitable 
recompence,  and  a  ftation  in  which  they  might  pafs  quietly  the 
reft  of  their  days ;  they  were  accordingly  charged  with  the  care 
of  the  prince,  and  were  (Iriftly  enjoined  to  let  none  approach 
him.  Yet  all  ihcfe  precautions  were  not  fufficient  to  prevent  aa 
abandoned  profligate  from  committing  at  SchlufTelburg,  with 
unparalleled  wickcdnefs,  and  at  the  rifk  of  his  own  life,  an  out- 
rage, whofe  enormity  infpires  horror.  A  fecond  lieutenant  of 
the  regiment  of  Smolcnlko,  a  native  of  the  Ukraine,  named  Bafil 
MIrovitch,  grandfon  of  the  firft  rebel  that  followed  Mazeppa^ 
and  a  man  in  whom  the  perjury  of  his  anceftors  feems  to  have 
been  infufcd  with  their  blood  ;  this  profligate,  having  pafTed  his 
days  in  debauchery  and  diffipation,  and  being  thus  deprived  of 
dll  honourable  means  of  advancing  his  fortune  ;  having  alfo  loft 
fight  of  what  he  owed  to  the  law  of  God,  and  of  the  oath  of  al- 
legiance he  had  taken  to  us ;  and  knowing  prince  Ivan  only  by 

name. 
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nzmc,  without  any  knowledge  either  of  his  bodily  or  mental 
qualities ;  took  it  into  his  head  to  make  ufe  of  this  prince  to 
advance  his  fortune  at  all  events»  without  being  rcftrained  by  the 
coniideration  of  the  bloody  fcene  that  fuch  an  attempt  was 
adapted  to  occafion.  In  order  to  execute  this  deteftable,  dan- 
gerottSy  and  defperate  projed,  he  defired*  during  bur  abfence  in 
LiTonie,  to  be  upon  guards  out  of  his  turDy  in  the  fortreia  of 
Schluflclburgy  where  the  guard  is  relieved  every  eight  days;  and 
the  15th  of  laft  month*  about  two  o'clock  in  the  miming,  he  aB 
of  a  fudden  called  up  the  main  gruard,  formed  it  into  a  line,  and 
ordered  the  foldiers  to  load  with  ball.  Bercdnikof>  governor  of 
the  fortreOs,  having  heard  a  noife,  came  out  of  his  apartment, 
and  afked  Mirovitch  the  reafon  of  this  difturbance,  but  received 
DO  other  anfwer  from  this  rebel  than  a  blow  on  the  head  with 
the  butt-end  of  his  mufket.  Mirovitch,  having  wounded  and 
arre&ed  the  governor^  led  on  his  troops  with  fury^  and  attacked 
with  fire-arms  the  handful  of  foldiers  that  guarded  prince  Ivan. 
But  he  was  fo  warmly  received  by  thofe  foldiers  under  the  com- 
mand of  the  two  officers  mentioned  above^  t^at  he  was  obliged  to 
retire.  By  a  particular  dire^iion  of  that  Providence  that  watches 
over  the  life  of  man«  there  was  that  night  a  thick  mid,  which, 
together  with  the  inward  form  and  (ituation  of  the  fortrefs,  had 
this  happy  cffecl,  that  not  one  individual  was  either  killed  or 
wounded.  The  bad  fuccefs  of  this  firfl  attempt  could  not  engage 
this  enemy  of  the  public  peace  to  defid  from  his  rebellious  pur- 
pofe.  Driven  on  by  rage  and  defpair,  he  ordered  a  piece  of  cannon 
to  be  brought  fiom  one  of  the  badions,  which  ord&r  was  imme- 
diately executed.  Captain  Vlaffief  and  his  lieutenant  Tfchekin, 
feeing  that  it  was  impofiible  to  refift  fuch  a  fuperior  force,  and 
confiilering  the  unhappy  confequences  that  muft  enfue  from  the 
deliverance  of  a  pcrfon  th»it  was  committed  to  their  care,  and 
the  cfTufion  of  innocent  blood  that  muft  follow  from  the  tumults 
it  was  adapted  to  excite,  took,  after  deliberating  together,  the 
only  flcp  that  they  thought  proper  to  maintain  the  public  tran- 
quillity, which  was  to  cut  fliort  the  days  of  the  unfortunate  prince, 
Confidering  alio,  that  if  they  fet  at  liberty  a  prifoner,  whom  this 

defperate 
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4efperate  party  endeavoured  to  force  with  fuch  violence  out  of 
iheir  hands»  they  ran  the  ri(k  of  being  puniflied  according  to  the 
rigour  of  the  laws,  they  alfaflinatcd  the  prince,  without  being  re- 
flrained  by  the  apprehenfion  of  being  put  to  death  by  a  villain 
reduced  to  defpair.  The  moniler  (Mirovitch),  feeing  the  dead 
body  of  the  prince^  was  £b  confounded  and  flruck  at  a  fight  he 
fo  litde  expe^^ed,  that  he  acknowledged,  that  very  inftant,  hia 
temerity  and  his  guilt,  and  difcovered  his  repentance  to  the  troop 
which  about  an  hour  before  he  had  feduced  from  their  duty,  and 
rendered  the  accomplices  of  his  crime. 

Then  it  was,  that  the  two  officers,  who  had  nipped  this  re- 
bellion in  the  bud,  joined  with  the  governor  of  the  fortrefs,  in 
fecuring  the  perfon  of  this  rebel,  and  in  bringing  back  the 
foldiers  to  their  duty.  They  alfo  fent  to  our  privy  counfcllor 
Panin,  under  whofe  orders  they  afted,  a  relation  of  this  event, 
which,  though  unhappy,  has  ncvcrthelefs,  under  the  protedlion 
of  Heaven,  been  the  occafion  of  preventing  dill  greater  calamities^ 
This  fenator  difpatched  immediately  lieutenant-colonel  Kafch- 
kln«  with  fufQcient  inflrucllons  to  maintain  the  public  tran- 
quillity, to  prevent  diforder  on  the  fpot,  (/.  e,  where  the  afTaili- 
nation  was  committed,)  and  fent  us^  at  the  fame  time,  a  courier 
with  a  circumftantlal  account  of  the  whole  affair.  In  confe- 
quence  of  this,  we  ordered  lieutenant-general  Vcymarn,  of  thc^ 
divilTon  of  Sf.  Peterfburg,  to  take  the  neccflary  information! 
upon  the  fpot ;  this  he  has  done,  and  has  fent  us  accordingly  the 
interrogatories,  dcpofitions,  and  the  confdlion  of  ihe  villain  him* 
fclf,  who  has  acknowledged  hi«  guilt. 

Scnfible  of  the  enormity  of  his  crime,  and  of  its  confequences 
with  regard  to  the  peace  of  our  country,  we  have  referred  the 
whole  affair  to  the  confidcration  of  our  fefiate,  which  we  have 
ordered,  jointly  with  the  fynod,  to  invite  the  three  firft  daffes, 
and  the  prefidents  of  all  the  colleges,  to  hear  the  verbal  relation  of 
general  Vey  marn,  who  has  taken  the  proper  informations ;  to  pro- 
nounce fentcnce  in  confequencc  thertuf  j  and,  after  that  fentencc 
has  been  fij^mcd,  to  prefent  it  to  us  for  our  confirmation  of  the  fame. 

The  original  is  figncd  by  her  imperial  roajcfty's  own  hand. 
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No.  XI. 

Alphabetical  List  of  the  Towss  o/'/^f  Russian  Empire, 
Jbewing  in  what  Government  they  lie^  and  how  many  Verjlt  Sflami 
from  the  Refidence^  from  the  Metropolis ^  and  from  their  reJpeOive 

Government  Towns ,  as  far  as  could  he  coUeffedfrom  the  Aicounts 

delivered  to  Cath  arin  e  II. 

The  names  of  the  government  towns  are  diftinguiflied  by  italie* 


Aktyrka 

Kharkof 

Aklanfk 

Irkutflc 

Alapaycfik 

Pcrme 

Alatyr 

Simbirfk 

Alexandriya 

Ekatarinoflavl 

Alexandrof 

Vladinxir 

Alexandrofsk 

Caucafus 

Alexin 

Tula 

Alexopol 

Ekatarinoilavl 

jirchangel 

Ardatof 

N I  (h  ne-Novgrod 

Ardatof  on  Alatyr 

Simbirfk 

Arcnfberg 

Ripja 

Arfamas 

Nifhnc-Novogorod 

Arfk 

Kafan 

Afof 

Ekatarinoflavl 

Aftrakhan 

Caucafus 

Atkarfk 

Saratof 

Atfchinfk 

Tobolflc 

Bablnovitfchy 

Mohlkf 

Bachmut 

Ekatarinoflavl 

Balachna 

Niflinc-Novgorod 

Balafchof 

Saratof 

Baltic  port 

Reval 

Bargufiiiflc 

Irkulfic 

Bek'bey 

Ufa 

Bercfin 

Tfchcrnlgof 

H53 
10497 

1358 
824 

860 

1145 

1337 
626 

1120 

14^3 
1998 

2142 

1630 

4694 

1490 
1145 

394 
6345 


723 
9767 

61 8 

lOI 

130 


1236 


597 

>35<^ 
380 

735 
1268 

1412 

902 

3964 

760 
4^5 

1122 

5617 


ic6 

4674 
510 

184 

117 

150 

6> 

»»5 


150 
148 

319 
109 

SS 

625 

630 

79 
1809 

HI 

368 

32 
244 

44 
524 
»39 
36 
Bercfof 
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Towns. 


In  what  governmenr. 


Bcrcfof 

Bielef 

Bielgorod 

Bielitza  * 

Bieloy 

Bielopolve 

Bieloferfk 

Biclovodflc 

Biczvefk 

Biiik 

Biryutfch 

Birlk 

Bobrof 

Bogatye 

Bogodukhof* 

Bogoroditzk 

Bogorodfk 

Bogutfchar 

Bolkhof 

Borifoglycbflc 

Borifoglyeblk  on 

Vorona 
Boroviifchi 
Borofsk  ' 

Borfna 
Brianik 
Bronnitzy 
Bugulma 
Buguruflan 
Bui 
Buinfk 
Bufuluk 
Cronftadt 
Dalmatof 
Danilof 
Dankof 
Defchkin 
St.  Dmitri  fort 
Dinitriycf 


ITobolfk 

Tula 

Kurfk 

MohUcf 

Smolenik 

Kharkof 

Novgorod 

Voronetih 

Tver 

Kolhyvan 

V^oronetfch 

Ufa 

Voronetfch 

Kurfk 

Kharkof 

Tula 

Mofco 

Voronetfch 

Orel 

Yaroflavl 


the 


Tambof 

Novgorod 

Kaluga 

Tchcmigof 

Orel 

Mofco 

Ufa 

Ufa 

Koflroma 

Simbirfk 

Ufa 

St.  Peterfburg 

Perme 

Yaroflavl 

Riazane 

Orel 

Ekatarinoflavl 

Kurfk 


1475 

735 

IQ20 

• 

290 
t 

1359 
360 

893 

1396 

629 

454 
163 

666 

1077 

781 

1687 

347 
5* 

957 

932 
1462 

39<5 

47 

777 

810 

316 

950 

1 06c 
1968 

220 

330 
1238 

1241 

511 

I5» 

78 
90 

138 

220 
379 
130 

70 

375 

510 
6$ 

5* 

595 
99 


*  Bf  the  way  of  Uglitfch  814,  by  the  way  of  Pofchck  797. 

f  By  the  way  of.  Yareflavl  and  Roft,  273,  by  the  way  of  Pi^fchclc  165. 


Pmitrof 


Sto 
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I>tnitrof 

Dni'grofsk 

Doneiek 

]>OT-ogobu(h 

DoTuninOc 

Dorpat 

Crieztn 

]>ukhofghin> 

Uynaiiarg 

Ekaijriiii'i^burg 

£]ir.abcthgi«d 

Eupaioria 

Fatcfck 

FeUin 

FreJeriklham 

Gkdyatch 

Galitcb 

Gdof 

GeorgieAk 

GUrof 

Glinflc 

Glukhof 

Goltva 

GonJatof 

Gorodclz 

Gorodifohifche 


Gurodnia 

Gorokovetch 

Gradifchlfche 

Griafovetch 

Gblk 

Habfal 

Inlara 

libit 


fV.I 

Tavrida 

Ekaun'nuflavl 

^molenlk 

Irkutfk 

Riga 

Pofotflt 

Smolenfk 

Polotik 

Permc 

Ekatarinoflavl 
Tula 

Kurfk 

Riga 

Vybi.rg 

Tchernigof 

Ko»roma 

St.  Peterfburg 

Cancafus 

Viatka 

Tchernigof 

Novgorod  Sic  vcrikoi 

Kief 

Ni  (hue- Novgorod 

Pokjlzk 


793 
«44 


3308 
1596 
'759 
963 


I'cnfa 

Ichtrnigof 

Vladimir 

Ekatarinoflavl 

Vologda 

Snwlenlk 

Re»al 

Penfa 

Perm..- 

Tobollk 

and  Kurft  —     - 


3t6 
3j3S 


709 

456 

a6S3 
5823 
*95S 


63 
45  > 


39S 
59'54 
1049 

363 
8co 
1578 


4*3 
39* 


33* 
384 


ill 


«4 
500 


'♦I 


23  s 

9! 

85 

S7« 


irchiginfk 
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Towns. 


Ifchiginfk 

Ilium 

Kadnikof 

Kadyi 

Kaig6rod 

Kainik 

KaKaftn 

KalitTa 

Kaluga 

Kamyfchin 

Kamyfchlof 

Kaoadyei 

Karatfchef 

Kargqpol 

KarFun 

Kqfan 

Kafchin 

Kafimof 

Kem 

Kerendc 

Kexholm 

Kharkof 

Kherfon 

Kholm 

Khoper(k 

Khorol 

Kbotmyfhflc 

Khvalynfk 

Kuf 

Kinburn  fort 

Kinefchma 

Kireefk 

Klrilof 

Kirfanof 

Kirihatfh 

Kiiliar 

Klimovltrchr 

Klin 

Kniaginm 

♦  ria  Muenik, 


Irkutlk 

Kharkof 

Vologda 

Kodroma 

Viatka 

Tobolik 

Tver 

Voronetch 

Saratof 

Pcrmc 

Simbirik 

Orel 

Olonctz 

Simbirik 

Tver 

Riazane 

Olonetz 

Pcnfa 

Viborg 

Ekatarinoflavl 

Plcikof 

Saratof 

Kief 

Kharkof 

Saratof 

Tavrida 

Kodroma 

Irkutfk 

Novgorod 

Tambof 

Vladimir 

Caucafus 

MohHcf 

Mofco 

Nilhne-Novgorod 

KutdC)  and  Krementfhuk  — 
,  Baturini  Polt.  and  Krcmcncfliuk 


10307 

9577 

1550 

820 

695 

468 

950 

4^7 

1972 

1242 

«78S 

3058 

734 

294 

142 1 

681 

890 

160 

1806 

1076 

1537 

797 

1102 

372 

618 

1078 

1423 

683 

1465 

735 

716 

3*2 

lOIO 

280 

885 

H79 

1199 

460 

146 

876 

14.21 

680 

* 

t 

336 

59» 

1419 

6iJ9 

HSS 

725 

1582 

852 

2091 

1361 

885 

347 

6768 

6038 

590 

495 

1295 

S^S 

850 

123 

2642 

1912 

648 

82 

1903 

1174 

2141 

14x1 

4484 

III 

42 
147 

246 

903 

168 

»93 

174 

483 

131 
84 

34* 
91 

150 
140 

455 

135 
130 

290 
268 

71 
197 


83 

945 
580 

88 
"5 

123 

96 
Kola 


5" 


Kola 

Kolmogoiy 
Kologrif 
KoIuRina 

Konotop_ 
KonlUntinograd 

Korop 

Korotoyak 

Kofotfcha 

Kortfchcta 

Kofchira 

Kofelrtz 

Kofelflt 

KoHof 

Kotelnitfch 
Koiiakof 

Krafnoborlk 

Krafoor 
KrafnoT-Klioltn 
Krafnoy-Yar 
Krafnoyarflc 

Krafnokutflc 
Krafnonobodfk 

Krfft^y 

Krolevctch 

Kromy 

Kropivna 

Kungiir 

Kupenlk 

K.irmyfch 
Kurji 

Kufrao<lrmyanfic 
Kufnet/.k. 

X-aildief 
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NoTgorod  SIcTcrlkoi 

Ekatnrinoflavl 

Mohilef 

Novgorod  SicTcrlkoi 

Voronetch 

Kurik 

Tver 

Tula 

Kief 

Kaluga 

TamSof 

Viatka 

Simbirik 

Vladimir 

Vologda 

Smolcnik, 

Tver 

Aftrakhan 

Kharkhof 

Ptnfa 

Perme 

Novgorod  Sieve rfkoi 

Orel 

Tula 

Voronctch 

ToUolIk 

Simbitlk 


St.  Pcterfburg 
Kazan 


li 

Je 

a 

u 

>a 

> 

■379 

2.09 

«68 

534 

8jo 

100 

5154 

44=4 

■J« 

«'S 

973 

86+ 

13'3 

■  V 

■359 

629 

900 

170 

1510 

780 

940 

210 

•i!S 

425 

801 

280 

iSii 

1081 

1+0+ 

664 

964 

»37 

1006 

'sij 

430 

S86 

3.6 

2113 

.38. 

4SJ9 

4109 

1508 

767 

■  S6t 

334 

2077 

■347 

279 

4S' 

13XJ 

589 

"33 

403 

9S3 

222 

J051 

1323 

.663 

9=3 

.87! 

=  '45 

123- 

JOO 

1224 

494 

129+ 

SH 

4737 

4007 

IJO 

744 

580 

46 


«4 
3« 
40 
9^ 
283 
414 
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Towni. 

In  what  govcrnoient. 

s  from 
etcrfb. 

s   from 

ment- 

wn. 

• 

0  <> 

'^l- 
0  ^ 

^  (55 

> 

>s,  ^ 

Lalfk                        , 

Vologda 

mo 

981 

SSi 

Lebedyan 

Tambof 

1 104 

374 

1/7 

Lebedin 

Kharkof 

1540 

810 

H7 

Lcvkopol 

Favrida 

80 

Lgof 

Kurfk 

1295 

S^S 

71 

JLichvin 

Kaluga 

940 

210 

45 

Lipetzk 

Tambof 

1162 

432 

149 

Linbim 

Yaroflavl 

826 

354 

lOI 

Liutzin 

Polotlk 

593 

%0  ^   ■ 

758 

164 

Livenfk                • 

Voronetch 

H03 

654 

175 

Lii?ny 

Orel 

1090 

360 

128 

Lochvitza 

Tfchernigof 

1462 

732 

210 

Lodeinoe  Pole 

Olonetz 

276 

809 

215 

Lubncy 

Kief 

1505 

775 

190 

Luch 

Koftroma 

9^3 

347 

129 

Luga 

St.  Peterfburg 

»35 

614 

Lukoyanof 

Nifhne-Novgorod 

«^  • 

1 

153 

Makarief 

Nifhne -Novgorod 

8o- 

'Makaricf 

Koilroma 

98 

474' 

*95 

Malmyfh 

Viatka 

249 

Maloarchangel 

Orel 

"43 

4^3 

70 

Maloyaroflavl 

Kaluga 

847 

"3 

52 

Mamadyfh 

Kazan 

146 

Mariupol 

Ekatarinoflavl 

32' 

Mcdynfk 

Kaluga 
vladimir 

869 

135 

57 

Melcnki 

1040 

3*3 

'38 

Melitopol 

Tavrlda 

«/  *• 

220 

Mcnfclinfk 

Ufa 

1769 

1035 

236 

Mcfchtfchofsk 

Kaluga 

980 

250 

69 

Mcfen 

Archangel 

>445 

1575 

51' 

Mglinflc     ' 

Novgorod  Sicvcrfkoi 

141 

Mikhailof 

Rzzan 

910 

180 

5<^ 

Mirgorod 

Kief 

1784 

1054 

23s 

Miropolic 

Kharkof 

15*5 

785 

»33 

Mohlltf 

% 

75' 

534 

Mokfchan 

Penfa 

X368 

638 

37 

Mologa 

Yaroflavl 

740 

260 

110 

Morfchanfk 

Tambof 

1156 

426 

88 

Mofallk 

Kaluga 

940 

210 

77 

Mofdok 

Caucafus 

243 

34 

Mofhaiik 

Mofco 

'816 

99 

MOSCO 

Metropolis 

728 

1 

VOL.  If 


L    If 


MftlflaT 
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li 

Is 

J      ' 

"Towni. 

z  . 

li 

>s 

>■ 

Miiin.vi 

Mohiief 

914 

501 

94 

Murom 

Vladimir 

1011 

295 
209 
3 '4 

Mjfehtb 

Mzenlk 

Nakhitfctievan 

Yaroaay) 
Ekatarinoflail 

763 
1044 

9" 
S3 

N.g.lb,k 
NaiofcCchat 

Orenburg 
Ptafa 

'733 
1356 

1003 
626 

540 
"5 

K.r.a       ■ 

St.  Peterfturg 

HS 

875 

KtJngailof 
Nmchl. 

Tobollk 
Kharkof 
Kollroma 

4644 

'574" 
846 

3934 
6054 

■759 
'95 

Ntifchiiilk 

libillk 

6784 

NcjIWoii 

Viburg 
PoloilS 

390 
■338 

ii2b 
6t8 

99 

74 

Nleftiin 
N<ku(k 

Tfd.trnlgof 
Mofco 

'444 

7  "4 

3' 

1061 

Nikollk 

Vologda 

116+ 

«37 

57 

5876 

9< 

fTifhnaia  Dievitza 

Voionetch 

1284 

10969 
609 

NiOine  Kamifhatka 

Irkmlk 

1.699 

Nifhne  Lomof 

P.nf. 

'339 

Ni/hni  Novgnrr^d 

mo 

4!?! 

N^lhneudinlk 

Irkotlk 

J  3+8 

475 

112 

Nolin 

Viaika 

lf^g,r„J 

186 

54+ 

JVoworo*/  SinnrJIei 

« 

t 

No,om„llo 

Noygorod  Sieyciikoi 

'44 

No.omitgorod 

Ekatarinodavl 

2US 

Noramolkotk 

EkatarinoUavl 

l9 

Novorlhtf 

Pltrkof 

478 

8S3 

ija 

N0.06I 

Tula 

ngi 

458 

.76 

Oboian 

Kurlk 

1283 

553 

59 

Obvinflt 

Pirmc 

5° 
70 

OdoytF 

Tula 

940 

310 

Okba.lk 

Penne 

67 

OklioiOi 

Irkutik 

9259 

8529 

3436 

Oltkmlnik 

Irkutik 

77S4 

7014 

'93' 

Olcnik 

Irkailk 

9309 

8579 

3496 

Oloneta 

Oloan. 

280 

8J4 

IJO 

Omlk 

Tobollk 

32S6 

ajS6 

693 

•  By  Slur,  ind  Smi 

knik               ~~ 

1150 

S40 

t  B;  Tu.U  aad  Muf 

0              —         - 

..J»S 

J,! 

Onega 
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Opotfcha 

Oranienbaun 
Oranienburg 

Orel 

Orcnbarg 

Orlof 

Orfcha 

Ofa 

Olkol,  old 

OlJtol,  new 

OftaCchkof 

Oftfr 

OftrogoOt 

Oilrof 

Pavlograd 

Pavlofsk 

Penfu 

Ptrcisflavl 

Peremyfclil 

Pereflavl  Salicflt 

Perevolotfehna 

Pcrcvoa 

Pclropavliir^koi 
Pctrozavudllf 
Petrofslt 
Petrofik 
Pet  fell  ory 


Phi 


inagot 


Popr 
Poferof 


Archangel 

Plclkof 

St.  Peictfburg 

Kiazanc 

Ufa 


■fk 
Ktirik 
Tv« 

Ki=f 

joetch 
I'lelkof 
Ekatarinollavl 
Voronetch 

Kief 


Vladimir 
Novgorod 
Niihne  Notgorod 


Irbiitflc 
Olonetz 
Havl 
Saratof 
Piefltof 

:haiigel 
Kief 
Koftr<,ma 

Mofco 
Novgorod  Sic 


198+ 
1665 


•  By  wijr  of  Narn 


,68 
363 
1254 


.326 
■t'5 

1380 
'394 
^53i 


640 


99' 8 

'°67 
760 
807 


'HS 

1480 
8;6 

7'! 
824 


7'7 
35 
670 


3'» 
5' 


9J 


78 
140 


120 
50 
90 


^6 

•OS 


eiitjik 
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Polo\Jk 

Poltava 

Porkhof 

Porietfchy 

Pofchckonia 

Potichinky 

Povicnelz  * 

Priluky 

Pronfk 

Plidadi 

Putcvl 

Rcrfitza 

Rival 

Kia^fk 

Rogatfhcf 
Romanof  ' 
Romen 
Rofheftveaik 
Roflavl 
Roftof 
Rfhcf 
Rufa 
Rybnoy 
Rylik 
Sadonfk 
Samara 

St.  PETERSBURG 
Sapofiiok 
'Saraiik 
Saranik 
Sarapul 
SaraUf 
Safchivcrlk 
Scbadrinlk 
Schatzk 
Schenkurlk 
Schefchkeycf 
SchlufTelbiirg 
Schtfchigry 
Schuya 
^cbcfh 


EkatarinoOavl 

Plcfkof 

Smolenlk 

Yaroflavl 

Niftinc  Novgorod 

Olonctz 

Tfchcrnigof 

Raczan 

Olonctz 

Kiir(k 

Polotlk 

Rezan 

Mohllef 

Yaroflavl 

Tfchcrnigof 

St.  Pctcriburg 

Smolenlk 

Yaroflavl 

Tver 

Mofco 

Yaroflavl 

Kurflc 

V'oronctch 

Slmbirlk 

ReftJince 

Ra»zan 

Rs^zan 

Penfa 

Viatka 

Irkutflv 
Pcrme 
Tambof 
Archangel 
Penfa 

tSt.  Pelcrfl)urg 
Kurik 
Vladimir 
IPolotik 


643 
1535 
336 

75« 
718 

595 

H53 

950 

516 

1404 

619 

340 

ICOO 

1396 

796 

K412 

79 
880 

806 

631 

759 
806 

1340 
1 1 30 

1030 

860 

1276 

1812 

1632 

9192 

2488 

1090 

800 

1306 

60 

1290 

969 

533 


»373 
805 

694 

430 
3H 

1x89 

723 
220 

996 

674 

784 

1070 
270 

»o53 
636 

266 

682 


1082 


171 

85 

73 
III 

212 

765 

SO 
240 

100 

190 


34 
194 


443 

116 

189 

54 

300 

127 

88 

252 

78 

610 

116 

400 

8y 

893 

»77 

728 

300 

120 

130 

56 

546 

123 

380 


902 

8462 

3369 

1758 

SS^ 

360 

157 

848 

388 

576 

144 

790 

478 

50 

«39 

90 

718 

104 

Sc 

enginflc 
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Towns. 

In  what  government. 

s  from 
Clcrfb. 

is 

^  e  a 

M      C      K 

11 

^  y  •* 

- 

41  - 

i>  in 

> 

iiclcnginfk 

Irkutflc 

6226 

5496 

403 

Semconof 

Niihne  Novgorod 

6q 

Semipalatik 

Kolyvan 

2992 

2262 

Semlianfk 

Voronetch 

1204 

464 

40 

Scrdob 

Saratof 

^IS 

Serdobol 

Viburg 

238 

Sergatfch 

Nifhnc  Novgorod 

133 

Scrgiefsk 

Ufa 

ZS^  , 

Scrpcifk 

Kaluga 

980 

250 

82 

Serpukhof 

Mofco 

818 

88 

Sevadopol 

Tavrida 

Shiganfk 

Irkutik 

9125 

8395 

33^^ 

Shifdra 

Kaluga 

1054 

3^ 

156 

Sienkof 

Tfchcrnigof 

285 

Siennol 

Mohilef 

151 

Sicvfk 

Orel 

1242 

512 

145 

Simhir/k 

. 

1485 

745 

Simpheropol 
Singileycf 

Tavrida 

2187 

1459 

Simbirfk  ' 

1519 

779 

49 

Skop.n 

Slavianfk 

Rsezan 

10215 

296 

88 

£katarinoflavl 

1440 

710 

200 

SIobod(koy 

Viatka 

1740 

lOlO 

28 

SmoUtiJh 

7  16 

384 

Solgalitzkaia 

Kodroma 

799 

502 

223 

Solikamfk 

Perme 

2227 

1497 

263 

Solotonofcha 

Kief 

■  ^  • 

130 

Solotfchcf 

Karl^of 

H59 

718 

3^ 

Solvytfchcgodfk 

Vologda                •  • 

1086 

988 

560 

Sophia 

St.  Peterfburg 

22 

706 

Sufnitza 

Novgorod  Sicvcrfkoi 

Spalk 

Kazan 

134 

Spafk 

Raszan 

966 

232 

52 

Spaik 

Tambof 

1300 

570 

207 

Staraia  RuHa 

Novgorod 

306 

664 

120 

Scaritza 

Tver 

595 

237 

73 

Staro  Bykhof 

Mohilef 

984 

569 

3« 

Staiodub 

Novgorod  Sieve rfkoi 

1083 

480 

81 

Stavropol 

Caucafus 

» 

Stavropol 

Simbirfk 

1589 

849 

»33 

Sterlitamazk 

Ufa 

fix 

Strittcnfk 

Irkutik 

6866 

6136 

1043 

Sybtzof 

Tver 

628 

28c| 

116 

Sudogda 
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i>udogda 

Sudfcha 

Sumy 

Surttih 

Smafhfk 

Surgut 

^uldal 

Svenigorod 

STiyabfk 

Syfran 

Sytfchofka 

Tagay 

Taganrok 

^ambof 

Tara 

Tarufa 

Tcmnikof 

Tctyufchy 

Thcodofia 

Tichvia 

Tim 

Tiumin 

Toboljh 

Tomjk 

Toropetz 

Torfhok 

Totma 

Troitzk 

Trditzk 

Trubtfchcvfk 

Tfchaufy 

Tfchcbokfar 

Tfchclyabluik 

Tfcliembar 

Tfthcrdyii 

Tfchertkof 

Tfchcrepovctch 

Tfcherkaflc 
Yjcheniigfif 
Tfchcrn 
Tfchci  noi  Yar 
TfcbiliopoUyc 


In  what  government. 


Vladimir 

Kurik 

Kharkof 

Polotik 

Novogorod  Sieverfkoi 

Tobollk 

Vladimir 

Mofco 

Kazan 

Simblrfk 

Smolcnfk 

Simbirik 

Ekatarinoflivl 

Tobolflc 

Kaluga 

Tambof 

Kazan 

Tavrida 

Novgorod 

Kurlk 

Tobolik 

Tobolflc 

Pfcove 

Tver 

Vologda 

Pcnfa 

Ufa 

Orel 

Mohilcf 

Kazan 

Ufa 

Pen  fa 

Perme 

Moliilcf 

Novgorod 

Kkatarinoflavl 

Tula 

Saratof 

Kazan 


«43 

"43 
2631 

2885 

4309 
610 

503 
889 

1386 
1166 

1350 
2488 

2321 


1936 

1 124 

970 

1972 


744 

513 
1901 

3579 

497 
227 

626 

43^ 

620 
1758 

1591 


1208 
676 
240 

1242 


a  10 

»54 

14J4 

347 
63 

200 

134 
462 

169 

43 
124 

129 

364 
82 

476 


499 
I   "5 

Tfchuchloma 
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Tl'chuchloma 
Tfchuguycf 

Turin  (k 
Turuchanfk 
Tper 

Tzarevo  Kokfhaifk 
Tzarevo  Santfchurik 
Tzaritzm 
Tzyvilft 
Ufa 

UgHtfch 
Urftium 
Ufman 

Uftiugvclikoy 
Ulliomna 
Ullfyfollk 
Valday 
Valk 
Valky 
Vain  iky 
Varnavin 
Vafil 

VeifTenfteln 
Vtllkiye  Luky 
VcHfk 
^Vplik 
Vende 
Venef 

Vcrchncy  Lompf 
Verkhoturiyc 
Verkhoudinflc 
VerkhouraHk 
Vcrcya 
Vcrro 
Vefcnbcrg 
V^efyegonlk 
Vctluga 
Viafma 
Viafniky . 
Viafla 

VilinanArand  jV^ybui^ 


In  what  government 


(Koflroma 
Kharkof 

Tobolfk 
ToboUk 

Kazan 

Viatka 
Saratof 
.^azan 

Yaroflavl 

Viatka 

Tambof 

VoJogda 

Novgorod 

Vologda 

Novgorod 

Riga 

Kharkof 

Voronetch 

Koltroma 

Niftijie  Novgorod 

Rcval 

Pfcove 

Polotfk 

Vologda 

Riga 

Tula 

Pcnfa 

Pcrmc 

Irkutsk 

Ufa 

Mofco 

Riga 

Rcval 

Tver 

KcHrotna 

Smolcnlk 

Vladimir 


920 
1414 

912 
2480 
6190 

568 

1354 
1414 

1772 

1390 

i9>3 

734 
163 1 

1226 

1000 

450 

1400 

338 

1466 
1376 
1 132 
1255 

528 
809 
870 

860 

'339 

2503 
6116 

831 


502 
1084 

587 
1022 

1815 

190 


1750 

5460 
162 
624 
684 

1042 
660 

J183 
180 
901 
496 
899 
368 

1300 

392 

725 
630 

666 
5^5 

601 
598 
706 

130 
609 

1773 
5388 

98 


406 
619 
221 
295 
1085 
920 


126 
253 

loa 

lOt 

158 

473 

357 
876 

I5» 

149 

55 

20it 

387 

M4 

34 

259 
189 

280 

100 

40 
106 
540 

295 
309 

236 

241 

339 
163 

120 


50 

Vitcbfk 
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VilchlK 

Volmar 

yahvua 

Voloko  Lamfk 

Volik 

Vollfchanfk 

Vercnrtcb 

Volkrtfenik 

V  y  Icl » n  cy  Volot  fchok 

Vytcgra 

Yadriii 

Yakut  ik 

Yalututof^k 

Yamburg 

Yaninik 

Yareiiik 

Yarrfla'-A 

Yeyforicfok 

Telabuga 

Yclatma 

Ycktz 

Yclna 

Ycncfcifk 

YcnoiulytTsk 

Y^rphrcTrof 

Yukuof 

Yuricf  PoUkov 

yurycvclz  Povollkoy 


In  what  lovcmment. 


>  en 


E 

o 


Puloiik 

Riga 

Mofco 
Sara  t  of 
Khaikuf 

Mofco 

Tver 

Olonctz 

Kazan 

Irkutfk 

Tobol  Ik 

St.  Pttcrduig 

Viatka 

Vologda 

Rizan 
Viatka 
Tambof 
Orel 

SmolcnlTc 

Tobol/k 

A  ft  r?.  khan 

Tula 

Srr.nleijfk 

Vhi.iimir 

Kullroiiia 


«•  c  5 

il  «*  •- 


729 

5181 

902 

175 

1171 

689 

426 

71a 

101 

1220 

490 

4« 

140 

870 

432 

298 

426 

876 

1250 

520 

8309 

7579 

2715 

1985 

121 

854 

1706 

972 

1721 

1147 

830 

243 

814 

80 

1055 

325 

1 094 

364 

326 

•5032 

4300 

2084 

'354 

1:24 

-•^4 

251 

820 

<;o 

574 

^  347 

1 09 

103 


no 

60 


134 

186 

2486 

254 

202 
i  —  * 

95 

373 
264 

183 

90 

2147 

1 12 
194 

5Q 

IT2 
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